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The life of' 



William Shake SPEAR.* 



THE'RE have been fome ages^ la ^hich 
Providence Teemed pteftfed^ in a mbH 
remarkable manner^ to difplay it(elf, in giv- 
it^t(yt\\e world the fineft ge^oiufes to illumi- 
nate a people foanerly barbarous. After a 
long nigfet of Gothic ignoraiice, after many 
ages otpriefl craft and fuperftition, learning 
and g^Mos vifited oar ifland in the days of the 
renowned Elizabeth* It was then that liber t/ 
began to dawn, and the people, having (hook 
off the re^raints of prie^lf attfterity, prefun^d 
to think for themfelves. 

Vol. V. B At 
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2 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

At an aera fo remarkable as M^i fo famous 
in hiflory, it feems no wonder that the nation 
ihould be biefTed with thofe immortal orna- 
ments of wit and learning, who all confpired 
at once to make it famous. 

This adonifhing genius, feemed to be 
commiflioned from above, to deliver us not 
only from the ignorance under which we la- 
boured as to poetry, but to carry poetry almoll 
to its perfedlion. But to write a panegyric 
on Shakefpear, appears as unneceflary as the 
attempt would be vain ; for whoever has any 
talle for what is great, terrible, or tender, 
may meet with the ampieft gratification in 
Shakefpear ; as may thofe alio who have a 
tafte for drollery and true humour. His ge- 
nius was almoft boundlefs j and he fucceeded 
alike in every part of writing. 

I cannot forbear giving the charader of 
Shakefpear in the words of a great genius, in 
a Prologue fpoken by Mr. Garrick when he 
firfl: opened Drury-lane houfe as manager. 

When Learning's triumph o'er her barb'rous 

foes r. 

Firfl trod the ftage,-— immortal Shakefpear 

rofe : 
Each change of many-colour'd life he drew ; 
Exhaufted worlds, and then imagined new ; 
Exiftence faw him fpurn her bounded reign, 
And panting Time toil'd after him in vain. 

All 



. WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR. 3 

All men have difcovered a curiofity to knosv 
the little {lories and particularities of a great- 
genius, for it often happens, that, when we 
attend a man to his clofet, and watch his mo* 
ments of foUtude, we fliall find fuch expref- 
fions drop from him, or we miiy obferve fuch 
iailahces of peculiar condudt, as will let us 
more into his real -charafter, than ever we 
can difcovcr while we converfe with him in 
public, and wiien, perhaD|y he appears under 
akindofmalk. ^ 

There are but few things known of this 
great man ; few incidents of his life have de- 
Kended to pofterity ; and, though, no doubt, 
-the fame of his abilities made a great noife in 
the age in ivlnch he ^urilhed, yet his flation 
was not fuch as to produce many incidents, as 
it was fubjefl but to few viciffitudes. Mr, 
Rowe, who well underftood, and greatly ad- 
mired, Shakefpear, has been at pains to col- 
le6t what incidents were known, or were to be 
found, concerning him ; and it is chiefly upon 
Mr. Rowe*» authority we build the account 
now given. 

- Our author was ttie fon of Johh €hakefpear, 
and was born at Stratford upqfi Avon in War- 
wicklhire, in April, 1564, as it appears by 
the public records relating ta that' town. The 
femiiy from which he is delcended was of go«d 
figure and fafhion there; and are mentioned 

*^ gentlemen^ His father, who vva.s^ a conii- 
jrable dealer in wool, being encumbered 

^ith a large family of ten children^ could af- 

B 2 ford 
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4 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

ford to give his elded fon but a {lender educa- 
tion. He had bred him at a free-fchooU 
where he acquired what Latin he was maHer 
of; bat how well he underilood that lan- 
guage ; or whether, after his leaving the 
l^hooU he niade a greatei: proficiency in it, 
has been difputed, and is a point very difitcult 
to fettle. However, it is 'certain, that Mr. 
John Shakefpear, our author's father, wa» 
obliged to withdrq,w him early from fchool, 
in order to have hi^ affiftance in his own em- 
ployment tovyards fupporting the reft of. the 
family. 

** It is without controverfy,*' fays Rowe, 
** that in his works we fcarce find any traces 
that Ipol^ like an imitation of the antients.* 
The delicacy of his tsiAe, and the natural bent 
of his own genius, equaU if not fuperior, to 
fome of the heft of theirs, would certaiqly 
have led him to read and iludy tke'm with fo 
much^pleafure, that fome of their ine images 
would naturally have infinu?ited themfelves in- 
to, and been mixed with, his ow* writings ; 
fo that his not copying at leaft fomething from, 
taem. roay be an argument of his never hav- 
ing, read the m . Whether his ignorance of the . 
ancients was difadvantageoqs to him. or no, 
may admit of difpute ; for, though the know- 
ledge of them might have made him more cor- 
re£t, yet it is not improbable, but the regu- 
larity and defetcijce for them which would have . 
attended that corte&n^ft, might have reftrained. 

fome 



WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR. 5 

fbme of that fire, impetuo/ity, and eren beau- 
tiful extravagance, which we cannot help ad- 
miring in Shakefpear/' 

As to his want of leamfng, Mr. Pope 
makes the following jufl obfervatron : That 
there is certainly a vail difference between 
learning and languages. '* How far he was 
ignorant of the Tatter, I cannot," fays "he, 
•* determine; birt it is plain he had much 
reading, at leafl, if they will not call it learn- 
ing : nor is it any great matter if a man has 
knowledge, whether he has it from one lan- 
guage or from another. Nothing is more 
evident than, that he had a tafte for naruial 
philofophy, mechanics, ancient and n.odt in 
hiftory, poetical leammg, and mythology. 
We find him very knowing in the cuflom , 
lites and manners of the Romans. In Corio- 
lanus and Julius Caefar, not only tlie fpirit, 
but manners, of the Romans, are cxawtly 
drawn ; and ftill a nicer diftinclion is (hewn 
between the manners of the Komans in tiie 
time of the former and the latter. His read- 
ing in the ancient hiitorians is no lefs confpi-* 
cuous, in many refirenccs to particular paf- 
fitges ; and the fpeeches copied from Plutarch 
in Coriolanus, may as well be made inflances 
of his learning, as thofe copied from Cicero 
in the Cataline of Ben Johnfon. 

** The manners of other nations in general, 
the Egyptians, Venetians, French, ^c. are 
drawn with equal propriety. Whatever 'ob- 

B 3 jea 



6 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

je£l of nature, or branch of fcience, he either 
fpeaks or defcrib^s, it is always with compe- 
tent, if not extenfive knowledge. His de- 
fcriptions are ftill cxa6l, and his metaphors 
appropriated, and remarkably drawn, from 
the nature and inherent qualities of each fub- 
jed, . . 

" We have tranflations from Ovid publilhcd 
in his name, among thofe poems which pafs 
for his, and for fome of which we have un- 
doubted authority, being publiihed by him* 
ftlf, and dedicated to the earl of Southamp- 
ton. He appears alfo to have been con- 
verfant with Plautus, from whence he has 
taken the plot of one of his playss. He fol- 
lows the Greek authors, and particularly Da- 
res Phrygius in another; although I will not 
pretend," continues Mr. Pope, •* to fay ia 
what languages he read them." 

Mr. Warburton has ftrongly contended for 
Shakefpear's learning, and has produced many 
imitations and parallel paffages with ancient 
authors; in which I am inclined to think him 
right, and beg leave to produce a few inflancea 
of it. ** He always," fays Mr. Warburton* 
** makes an antient fpeak the language of an 
antient. So Julius Caefar, a^ i. fcene 2. 

Ye Gods ! it doth amaze me 



A man of fuch a feeble temper (hould 
So get the ftart of the majeftic world, 
And bear the palm alone. 

This 
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This noble image is taken from the O- 
lympic games. This majelHc world is a fine 
periphrafis of the Roman empire ; majeftic, 
oecauie the Romans ranked themielves on a 
footing with kings ; and a world, becaufe 
they called their empire Orbis Romanus ; but 
the whole ftory feems to allude to Caefar's 
great exemplar, Alexander, who, when he was 
afked, Whether he would run the couife of the 
Olympic games ? replied, ** Yes, if the racers 
were kings.'* So again, in Anthony and Cle- 
opatra, a6li. fcene I. Anthony fays, with an 
aftonilhing fublimity, - 

Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide arch 
Of the raz'd empire fall. 

-Taken from the Roman cuftom of raifing tri* 
umphal arches to perpetuate their victories. 

And again, aft. iii. fcene 4. Odavia fays 
to Anthony, of the difference between him and 
her brother, 

— ^Wars 'twixt you twain would be 
As if the world ihould cleave, and that flaitt 

men 
Should folder up the reft. 

This thought feems taken from the flory of 
Curtius leaping into the chafm in the Forum, 
in order to cloie it ; fo that, as that was clofed 
by one Roman, if the whole • world were to 

B 4 cleave 



$ BllITTSH PLUTARCH. 

cleave, Roaiat >s only coald folder it up. The 
metaphor of foldering is extremely cxa£l, ac- 
cording to Mr. Warburton i ** for/* fays he,' 
^' as metal is foldered up by metal that » 
more refined than that which it folders ; fo the 
earth was to be foldered by men, who arc only 
a more refined earth." The manners of other 
nations in general, Egyptians, Veneti^s, 
French, Sec. are drawn with equal propriety. 
An instance of this fhall be produced with 
regard to the Venetians. In the Merchant of ^ 
Venice, a^. iv. fcenei. 

His lofTes, 



That have of late fo huddJed on his back, 
Enough to prefs a royal merchant down^ 

We are not to imagine the word Royal to be a 
random founding epithet : it is ufed with greatt 
propriety by the poet, and defigrted to (hew 
him well acquainted with the hiftory of th$ 
people whom he here brings upon the fla^ : 
for, when the French and the Venetians, in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century, had 
won Conilantinople, the French, under the 
emperor Henry, endeavoured to extend their 
conqucils in the provinces of the Grecian em- 
pirf, on the Terra- Firm a, while the Veneti- 
ans, bting maileis of the fea, gave liberty to 
an,y fubjeS of the republic, who would fit out 
vcilcls, to make themfelves mailers of the iHes 
of tbi? Archipelago and Other wariiiine places, 

* to 
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■ WILLIAM SHAKESFEAR. 9 

to enjoy their conqucfts in ibvereignty, only 
doing homage to the republic for their feveral 
principalities. 

In purfuance of this licence^ the Sanadqs, 
the Julliniani, the.Grimaldi, the Summaripas, 
and oti^ersi all Venetian merchants, eredled 
jpnncipalities in the feveral places of the Ar- 
chipelago ; and therejby became truly and pro- 
perly Royal Merchants. But there are feveral 
places which one cannot forbear thinking, a 
tranflation from claffic writers. In the Tem- 
peft, a6l V. fcene 11. Profpero fays. 



I have 



Called forth the mutinous vvinds. 

And, 'twixt the green (ea, and the azur'd 

vault. 
Set roaring war ; to the dread ratling thunder 
Have I given fire, and rifted Jove's ilout oak 
With his own bolt ; the llrong bas'd promon- 
tory 
Havel made ihake; and by the ipurs pluckt 

up 
The pine and cedar; graves, at my command. 
Have wak'd their ileepers, op'd and let theoi 

forth / 

By my fo potent art. 

So Medea, In Ovid's Metamorphofes. 

Stantia concatio canta freta ; nubila pello, 
Nubilaqueinduco, ventos abigo que, vocoque^ 
Vivaque faxa fua convulfaque robora terra 

B 5 Et 



10 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

Etfylvas moveo ; jubeoque hemifcere montes^ 
Et mugire folum, manefque ex ire fepulchris. 

But to return to the incidents of his life. 
Upon his quitting the grammar- fchool, he 
feems to have entirely devoted himfelf to that 
way of living which his father propofed ; and, 
in order to fettle in the world after a family 
manner, thought fit to marry while he was yet 
very young. His wife was the daughter of 
one Hatchway, faid to have been a fubftantial 
yeoman in the neighbourhood of Stratford. 

In this kind of domeftic obfcurity he conti- 
nued for fome time, till, by an unhappy in- 
ftance of mifcondudl, he was obliged to quit 
the place of his nativity, and take (belter in 
London j which luckily proved the occafion 
of difplaying one of the greateft geniufes that 
ever was known in dramatic poetry. He 
had the misfortune to fall into ill company. 
Among thefe were fome who made a frequent 
practice of deer-flealing, and who engaged 
him more than once in robbing a park that 
belonged to Sir Thomas Lucy, of Charlecot, 
near Stratford ; for which he was profecuted 
by that gentleman, as he thought, foraewhat 
too feverely; and, in order to revenge him- 
felf for this fuppofed ill ujfage, he made a baF- 
lad upon him; and, though this,- probably 
the firft eflay of his poetry, be loft, yet it is 
faid to have been fo very bitter, that it re- 
doubled the profecution againft him to that 
degree, that he was obliged to leave his bufi- 

nefs 
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nefs and family for (ome time, and (helter him- 
felf in London. 

This Sir Thomas Lucy was, it is faid, af- 
terwards ridiculed by Shakefpear, under the " 
well known charafter of Juflice Shallow. It 
is at this time, and upon this accident, that he 
is faid to have made bis firll acquaintance in 
the playhoufe. 

Here J cannot forbear relating a ftory which 
Sir William Davenant told Mr. Betterton,'who 
communicated it to Mr. Rqwe; Rowe told it 
Mr. Pope ; and Mr. Pope told it to Dr. New- 
ton, the late editor of Milton; and from a 
gentleman who heard it of him it is here re^ - 
lated. ~ 

** Concerning Shakefpear's firft appearance 
in the play-houfe, when he came to London 
he was without money and friends ; and, be- 
ing a ftranger, he knew not to whom to ap- 
ply, nor by what means to fupport himfelf. 
At that time, coaches not being in ufe, and 
as gentlemen were accudomed to ride to the 
play-houfe, Shakefpear, driven to the laft ne> 
ceifity, went to the play-houfe door, and 
picked up a little money by taking care of the 
gentlemen's horfes who came to the phy. He 
became eminent even in that profeffion* and 
was taken notice of for his diligence and Ikili 
in it. He had foon more bufinefs than he 
himfelf could manage, and at laft hired boys 
under him, who were known by the name of ^i 
Shakefpear *s boys." 

B 6 Somer 



12 BklTISH PLUTARCH. 

Some of the players ac-^idcntally conveHfe- 
ing with him, found him fo acute, and mafter 
of fo fine a converfation, that, ftruck there- 
with, they recommended him to the houfe, 
in which he was firft admitted in a very low 
flation ; bat he did not long* remain fo, for he 
foon didinguiihed himfelf, if not as an extra- 
ordinary aSor, at leaft as a fine writer. Hi« 
name is printed, as the cuflom was in thole 
times, amongfl thofe of the other players, be- 
fore fome old plays, but without any particu- 
lar account of what ibrt of parts he ufed to 
play ; and Mr. Rowe fays, That> though he 
very carefully enquired, he found the top of 
his performance was the ghoft in his own Ham^ 
let. 

** I fhould have been much more pleafed,** 
continues Rowe, ** to have learned, from fome 
certain authority, which was the firft play he 
writ. It would be, without doubt, a pJeafurc 
to any man curious in things of this kind, to 
fee and know what was the firft effay of a fancy 
like Shakefpear's." 

The higheftdate which Rowe has been able 
to trace, is Ron\eo and Juliet, in 1597, whea 
the author was thirty-three years old; and 
Richard II. and III. the next year ; viz. the 
thirty- fourth of hi^ age. 

Thougli the order of. time in whieh his fe- 

eral pieeei were written be generally unccr- 

lin, ^t there are paflages in fome few of 

jitm that feena to fix their date^v So the cho- 
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rus at the end of the fourth aft of Heniy V. 
by a compliment very handfomely tomed to 
the earl of Effe?, ftiewH the play to have been 
written when that lord was general to the 
queen in Ireland ; and his eulogium upon 
queen Elizabeth, and her fucceiTor king James, 
in the latter end of Henry VIII. is a proof 
of that play's being written after the acceffion 
of the latter of thefe two prince; to the throne - 
of England. ~ 

Whatever the particular times of his writ- 
ings were, the people of the age he lived in, 
who began to grow wonderfully fond of di- 
ver fions- oT this Kind, could not but be highly 
picafed to fee a genius arife amongll riKm, «f 
fo pleafurable, io rich a vein, and fo plenti- 
fatly capable of fiimifhing their favourite en- 
tertainments. 

Befides the advantage which Shakefpear had 
over all men in the article of wi^ he was of a 
fweet, gentle, amiable difpofllion, and was a 
moft agreeable companion ; fo that he became 
dear to all^tl^t knew him, both as a friend 
and as a poet ; and by that means was intro- 
dttaed into the beft company, and held con. 
verfatioQ widi the fineft charaftert of bit 

Queen Elizabetli bad feveral of his pfays 
aCled before her; and that princ " 
too quick a difcemer, and rewai 
merit, 10 fiaSei that of Shakeipear'i 
neglected. It is that maiden pnncefs 
whom k intcnda by 
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A fair veftal, throned by the weft. 



And, in the fame play, he gives us 3 poetical 
- and lively reprefentationof tbetjueen of Scots, 
and the fate (he met with. 

' Thou rememb'reft, 

y. Since once I fat upon a promontory. 

And heard a fea-maid, on a dolphin's bacic. 
Uttering foch dulcet and harmonious breatb. 
That the rude fea grew civil at her tbng. 
And certain Hars Ihot madly from their fpheres 
To hear the fea-maid's inufic. 

Queen Elizabeth was fo well pleafed with 
the admirable clarafter of Falflaff, in the two 
parts of Henu^^'. that (he commanded him 

to liiMii Jffiiiii play more, and to make 

him in love. This is {aid to have been the 

occafion of his writing the Merry Wives nf 

Wim^or. How well flie was obeyed, the 

» play nrelf is a proof. And here I cannot 

help obferving. That a poet feldom fucceeds 

in any (ubje£t affigned him, fo well as in that 

is his own choice, and where he ha^ 

leriy of felefliiig, 

thing is more certain, than, that Shake- 
i3S jailed in the Merry Wives of Wind- 
ind, though that comedy ii^not without 
yet it falls (hort of his other plays 
lich FatHaiF is introduced ; and that 
.ifc ' knight 
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knieht is not half fo *iity in ihe Merry 
Wives of WindU as in king Henry IV. The 
humour u fcarcdy natural, arddoes not ex- 
cite ;o laughter To much z^ ttie other. 

It appears by the epilogue to Henry IV, 
that the part of FalftafFwas wtitieii originally 
under the name of Oldcallle. Some of that 
family being then remaining, the queen waj 
pleafed to command him to alter it; upon 
which . he trade ufe -of the name of FalflafF. 
The firft offence was indeed avoided ; but I 
am not fure whether the author might not be 
fomewhat to Mame in his feeond choice, Jince 
it is certain that Sir John FalllatF, who was a 
knight of the garter, and a lieuienant-generaJ, 
wa$ a name of (lillinguilhed merit in the wars 
with France, in the time of Henry V. and 
Henry VI. 

Shakefpear, befules the qucen'j bounty, 
was patrOnjfed by the earl of Jputhampton, 
famous in ihehillnry ofthat time lffr15is fnend- 
ihip to the earl of EfTex, It vvas to' that no- 
, bleman he dedicated his poem of Venus and 
Adonis; and it is reported, that his !ordlIiip 
gave ovx author a ihoufand pounds to enable 
him to go through with a purchafe he heard 
he had a mind to make. A bount) 
time, very confiderable, as «ioney 
valued. Ther€ are few ioftances of 
rality in our times. 

There is^ certain account whe 
fpear quitted the llagc for a pri 
Some have thought that Spenfcr's 1 
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tlie Tears 6f the Mufes, where Ihe laments 
the lofs of her Willy, in the comic fcene, re- 
lates to our poet's abandoning the (lage : but 
it is well known that Spenfer himfelf died ia 
the year 1598 ; and five years after this wc 
find Shakeipear's name among the a£tors in 
Ben Jbhiifon's Sejanus, which firft made it* 
appearance in 1603 : nor could he then have 
any thotights of retiring, fince, that very year^ 
a licence, by king James I. was granted to him, 
with Barbage, Philips, Hemmings, Condel, 
&c, to exercife the art of playing comedies^ 
tragedies, &c. as well >t their ufiial houfe. 
Called the Globe, on the other fide the water, 
as in any other part of the kingdom, during 
his majefty's pleafure. This licence is printed 
in Rymer's Foedera. Befides, it is certain Shake- 
fpear did not write Macbeth till after the ac- 
ceflion of king James I. which he did as a 
tompliment 4o him, as he there embraces the 
do6lrine of witches ; of which his majefty 
was fo f6nd,<«lk^t he wrote a book called Dae^ 
monalogy, irt 'defence of their exigence; and 
like wife, at that time, began to touch for 
the evil ; which Shakefpear has taken notice 
of, ant^aid him a fine-turned compliment. 
So ^at what Spenfer there fays, if it rclate3 
at all to Shak^pear, mufl hint at fbme occa- 
iional recefs wfiich he made for a time. 

What particular friend (hipj he contracted 

with private men, we cannot ^t this time 

know, more than that every one who had a 

true tade for merit, and could diftinguifh 

Anen, bad generally a juft value and eAeem 

for 
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for him. His exceeding candoilr and good na* 
ture roufl certainly have inclined all the gentler 
part of the world to love hins, as the power 
of his wit obliged^ the men of the moft refined 
kisowledge and polite karmng to admire 
him, 

His acquaintance with Ben Johnibn begaa 
with a remarkable piece of humanity and good 
nature. Mr. Johnfon, who was, at that time, 
altogether ttoknown to the worlds had offered 
one of his {days to the ftage, in order to hav6 
it aded ; and the perfon into whofe hands ift 
vfSLS put, affeer having turned it carelefly ovei;^ 
was juif upon returning it to him with an ill- 
natured' anfwer, That it would be of no fer- 
¥ice to th^r company; whien Shakefpear luclu 
Uf caft his eye upon it, and found fome«> 
thing fo well in it, as to engage him firft to 
Bead ft Ihrongh, and afterwards to recom- 
SEiefid Mr. Johnfon, iftnd his writings^ to Aq 
public. 

The ktter part of oiur author's Hfe was fpent 
ia eafe «nd redrrment ; he had the good for- 
tune to gather an eftate equal to his wants, 
and in that to his wifh, and is laid to have 
fpent fcune years befdre his death in his native 
Stratford. His piea&nt wit and good nature 
engaged him the acquaintance^ and 'entitled 
him to the friendihip of the gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. It is flill remembered in that 
County, that he had a particular incimacy with 
©ne Mr. Combe,»an old gentleman, noted there- 
ahouts for his wealth and ufury. It happd)%4 
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that, in a pleafant converfation amongft thefr 
common friends, Mr. Combe merrily told 
Shakefpear, that he fancied he intended to 
write his epitaph, if he happended to out-live 
him ; and iince he could not know what 
might be faid of him when dead, he deiired It 
might be done immediately ; upon which 
Shakefpear gave him thefe lines : 

Ten in the hundred lies here engraved, 
n^is an hundred to ten he is not faved : 
If any man a(lieth, who lies in this tomb? 
Oh ! oh ! quoth the devil, 'tis my John-a- 
Combe, 

But the (harpnefs of the fatire Is faid to have 
ftung the man Co feverely, .that he never for- 
gave it. 

Shakefpear died in the fifty- third year of 
Bis age, and was buried on. the north-fide of 
the chancel in the great church at Stratford, 
where a monument is placed on the wall. 
The following is the infcription on the grave- 
ftone. 

Good friend, for Jefus* fake forbear, 
To dig the dud inclofed here. 
Bled be the man that fpares thefe ftones. 
And curs'd be he that moves my bones. 

He had three daughters, of whom two lived 
to be married ; Judith, the elder, to Mr. Thomas 
Qaincy, by whom ihe hadthreefons, who ail died * 

without 
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without children ; and Sufannah, who was 
his favourite, to Dr. John Hall, a phyfician 
of good reputation in that county. She left 
one child, a daughter, who was married to 
Thomas Na(h, Efq; and afterwards to Sir 
John Bernard, of . Abingdon, but deceafed 
likewife without iflue. His dramatic writings 
were firft publilhed together in folio, in 1623, 
by fome of the aftors of the different compa* 
nies they had been adled in, and perhaps by 
other fervants of the theatre into whofe hands 
cdpies might have fallen, and fince republi(hed 
by Mr. Rowe, Mr. Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, and Mr. Warburton. Ben 
Johnfon, in his difcoveries, has made a 2brt of 
eilay towards the chara6ter of Shakefpear. I 
fliall prefent it to the reader in his own words. 
•• I remember the players have often 
mentioned it as an honour to Shakeipear, 
that, in writing, he never blotted out a 
line. My anfwer hath been, would he had 
blotted out a thoufand ! which the v thought 
had been a malevolent fpeech. I had not 
told poflerity this, but for their ignorance, 
who chufe that circumflance to commend their 
friend by, wherein he moll faulted ; and to 
juftify my own charader (^or I loved the man, 
SLnd do honour to his memory, on this fide 
idolatry, as -much as any). He was indeed 
honeil, and of an open free nature, had an ex- 
cellent fancy, brave notions, and gentle ex- 
prefljons, wherein he flowed with that facility, 
that fometimes it jvas neceiTary he fhould be 

flopped 
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Itopped. His wit was in his own power: 
would the rale of it had been fo. Many 
trmes he fell into thofe things which coqld not 
efcape laughter; as when he faid^ in the per- 
son of Czeiary one fpeaking to him, 

** Cselar thou doft me wrong." 
* He replied, 
** Csfar did never wrong, but with juftcanfei** 

end many others of the like kind ; which were 
Hdiculous ; but he redeemed his vices with 
bis virtues ; there was ever more in th€m to be 
praifed, than to be pardoned.' Ben in his con- 
verlktion with Mr. Drummond of Hawthorn- " 
den, faid, that Shakefpear wanted art, and 
ibnietimes fenfe. The troth is, Ben was him- 
lelf a better critic than poet ; and though he 
was ready at difcovering the faults of Shakei^ 
pear, yet he was not mafter of fuch a genius 
as to rife to his excel 1 e^nctes ; and, great as 
Johnfon was, he appears not a little tin^lured 
with envy. Notwithftanding the defers of 
Shakefpear, he is juftly elevated above all 
other dramatic writers. If ever any aathor 
deferred the name of original (fays Pope) it 
was he : ** His poetry was infpiration in- 
deed ; he is not fo much an imitator as an 
inftrament of nature ; and it is not fo jufl to 
fay of him, that he fpeaks from her, as that 
flie fpeaks through him. His charadlers are 
ifi much nature herfelf, that it is a fort of in^ 
jury to call them by fo diftant a name as co- 
pics 
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pies of her. The power over our paffions wa» 
likewiie never pofiefled in fo eminent a degree, 
or difpteyed in fo many difFerent inftances, nor' 
was be more a ma(!er of the great, than of the 
ridiculous in human nature, nor only excelled 
in the paflions, fi nee he was fall as admirable 
in the coolnefs of reil0£iion and reafonini^ : 
his fentiments are not only in general the; 
mod pertinent and judicious upon every fub-. 
je6l, but, by a talent very peculiar, fomerhing 
between penetratiou and facility, he hits up- 
on that particular point, on which the bent 
of each argument, or the force of each motive 
depends." Our author's plays are to be dif- 
tinguiihed only into comedies- and tragedies. 
Thofe which are called hiftories and even ibme 
of his comedies, are. really tragedies, with a 
mixture of comedy ainongft them« That 
way of tragi- comedy was the common mif- 
take of that age, and is indeed become fo 
agreeable to the Engliih tafte, that though the 
fevereft critics among us cannot bear it, x yet 
the generality of our audiences feem better 
pleaied with it than an exa^ tragedy. There 
is certainly a great deal of entertainment in 
his comic humours, and a pleafing and well 
diftinguiftyfd variety in thqfe chara^ers he 
thought 6t to exhibit with. His images are 
indeed every where fo lively, that the thing he 
would reprefent Hands full before you, and 
yon poflefs every part of it; of which this in- 
ftance is adonifliing : it is an image of pa- 
tience. Speaking of a maid in love, he fays, 

r •* Sht 
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> ** She never told her love, 

** But let concealment, like a worm i'th*bud, 
** Feed on her dainafk cheek : (he pin'd in 

thought, 
^< And fat like patience on a monunienty fmi- 

ling at grief. 

But what is charafleriftically the talent of 
Shakefpear, and which, perhaps is the mod 
excellent part of the drama, is the manners of 
his perfons, in adling and in fpcaking what is 
proper for them, and fit to- be (hewn by the 
poet, in making apparent difference between 
his cbaradlers, and marking every one in the 
ftrongeft manner. Poets who have not a little ~ 
fuccecded in writing for the ftage, have yet 
fallen Ihort of their great original, in the ge- 
neral power of the drama; "none ever found fo 
ready a road to the heart ; his tender fcenes 
are inexprefTibly moving; and fuch as are meant 
to.raife terror, are no lefs alarming ; but then, ' 
Shakefpear does not much ftiine when he is 
confidered by particular pafFages ; he fome- 
times debafes the nohleft images in nature, by 
expreflions which are too .vulgar for poetry. 
The ingenious author of the Rambler has ob- 
ferved that, in the invocation of Macbeth, be- 
fore he proceeds to the murder of Duncan, 
when he thus expreffes himfelf: 



<( 



Come thick night 



*• And veil thee, in tlie dunneft fpoke of hell, 
** Nor heaven peep through the blanket of 

the dark, 
*« To cry, hold, hold. That 

2 
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That the words dunnefl, and blanket, which 
are fo common in vulgar mouths, deilroy, in 
fome manner, the grandeur of the image, and' 
were two words of a higher fignifi cation, and 
removed above common ufe, put in their place, 
I may challenge poetry itfelf to furniih an 
image fo noble. Poets of an inferior clafs, 
when coniidered by particular paiTages, are 
excellent, but then their ideas are not fo gregt, 
their drama is not fo (Iriking, and it is plain 
enough that they pofTefs not fouls fo elevated 
as Shakefpear's. What can be more beauti- 
ful than the. flowing enchantments of Rowe ; 
the delicate and tender touches of Otway and 
Southern, or the melting enthufiafm of Lee 
and Dryden ; but yet none of their pieces have 
affeded the human heart like Shakefpear's. 
But I cannot conclude the character of Shakef- 
pear, without taking notice, that, befides th^e 
Suffrage of almoft all wits fince his time in 
his favour, he is particularly happy in that of 
Dryden, who had read and ftudied him clear- 
ly , fometimes borrowed from him, and well 
knew where his (Irength lay. In his prologue 
to the Tempefl altered, he has the following 
lines: 

Shakefpear, who, taught by none, did fird im- 
part. 
To Fletcher wit, tolab'ring Johnfbn, art. 
He, monarch like, gave there his fubjeds lawy 
And is that nature which they paint and draw ; 

Fletcher 
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Fletcher reach'd that, which on hii heights did 

grow, 
While Jonnfon crept, and gathered all below : 
This did his love, and thiA his mirth digeft^ 
One imitates him moft, the other beft. 
If they have £iice ootwrit all other men, 
'Tis from the drops which fell from Shakef- 

pear's pen. 
The Aorm which vaniih'd on the neigh b'ring 

Aiore, 
Was taughtby Shakefpear'sTeppeft firft to roar. 
That innocence and bea»ty which did ftai^e 
In Fletcher, grew in his inchaoted ifle. 
But Shakeipear's magic could joot copy'd be^ 
Within that circle none durft walk but he. 

. The play's of this great author, which are * 
ferty-three in number, are as follows : 

i^ The Teo^fl, a Comedy, afded in thcr 
Black Fryars, with applauie. 

2. The two Gentlemen of Verona, a Co- 
medy, writ at the command of queen Eliza- 
beth, 

3. The Friland Second parts of king Hen- 
ry IV. The chasadcr of Falftaff in. thefe 
plays is jaftly efleemed a maderpiece ; in the 
iecond part is the coronation of king Henry V, 
Thofeare fbunded upon £ngUfii.chronkles% 

4. The Merry Wives of Windfor, a Come- 
dy, written at the command of queen Eliza- 
beth, 

« 5. Meafnre for Meofiuce, a Conec^; the« 
plot of. this play is taken from <s Cynthia Ci- 
raln^. 

6. The 
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^. The Comedy of Errors, founded upoa 
Piautos Msenechmi. 

y. Much a'do About Nothings a Comedy^ 
■fot the plot fee Aiiofto's Orlando Furiofo. 

S. Love's Laboar loft, a Comedy* 

9. Midfammer Night's Dreaip* a Comedy. 

10. The Merchant of Venice, a Tragi- 
comedy^ 

11 . A« You Like k, a Comedy. 

12. The Taming of a Shrew, a Comedy* 

13. All's Well that Ends Well. 

14. The Twelfth-Ni^ht;. or,. What yoa 
will, a Comedy. In this play there is fome^ 
thing Angularly ridiculous, in the fantaflicarl 
steward Malvolio ; part of the plot taken from 
Flaatas Maehechmi. 

15. The Wtntet's Tale> a Tragi-Comedy j 
ibr the plot of this play, confult Doradus and 
Pawnia. -^ 

16. The Life«nd Death of King John, an 
iiiHorical play. 

17. The Life and Death of King RichaiadH. 

a Tragedy. 

18^. The Life of King Henry V. an hiilc^- 
rical play. ' 

19. The firft part of King Henry VL an 
^iflorical play. 

20. The fccond part ef King Henry VL 
with the death of the good Duke Humphrey^: 

21. The third part of Henry VL with the 
•death of the Duke of York. Thefe playi 
^€ontain the whole leign of this monarch. 

Vol, Y, Q Ms Thi 
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22. The Life and Death of Richard III. 
with the Landing of the Earl of Rjcbmond* , 
and the Battle of Bofworth- field. In this part 
Mr. Garrick was firft diftinguiibed. 

23. The famou» Hiilory of the Life of ' 
King Henry VJII. 

24. Troilus and Creflida, a Tragedy. The 
plot from Chaucer. 

25. Coriolanus, a Tragedy; the ftory from 
Koman hiHory. 

26. Titus Andronicus, a Tragedy. 

27. Romeo and Juliet, a Tragedy; the 
plot from Bandello*s novels. This is per* 
haps one of the moll aifedting plays of Shakef- 
pear: it was not long fince aded fourteen 
nights together at both houies, at the fame 
time, and it was a few years before revived, 
and adlcd twelve nights with applaufe, at th^ 
Little Theatre in the Hay-market. 

2S. Timon of Athens, a Tragedy; the 
plot from Lucian's Dialogues. 

29. Julius Caefar, a Tragedy. 

30. The Tragedy of Macbeth ; the plot 
from Buchanan, and other Scotch writers. 

3 1 . Hamlet, Piince of Denmark, a Tragedy. 

32. King Lear, a Tragedy; for the plot, 
fee Leland and Monmouth. ' 

33. Othello, the Moor of Venice, aTra-^ 
gedy ; the plot from Cynthio's Novels. 

34. Anthony and Cleopatra; the ftory 
from Plutarch. « 

3^. Cymbeline, a Tragedy 9 the plot from 
Boccace'f novels. 

36. Pericles 
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36. Pericles, Prince of Tyre ; an hiftorical 

play, . 

37. The London Prodigal, a Comedy. 

38. The Life and death of Thomas Lord 
Cromwell, the favourite of King Henry VIJI. 

39. The Hiftory of Sir John Oldcaftle, the 
good Lord Cobhamy a Tragedy. See Fox's 
Book of Martyrs. 

40. The Puritar^ ; or, the Widow of Wat- 
ling-ftreet, a Comedy. 

41. 'a Yorkihire Tragedy; this is rather. 
an Interlude, than a Tragedy, being very (hort, 
and not divided into afts. 

42. The Tragedy of Locrine, the cldcft • 
Son of King BrUins. See .the (lory in Mil- 
ton's hiftory of England. 

Our age, which demonftrates its taHc in 
nothing lo truly and juftly, as in the admira- 
tion it pays to- the works of Shakefpear, has 
had the honour of raifing a monument to him 
in Weftminfler Abbey; to eifedl which, the 
Tragedy of Julius Csefar was adled at the 
theatre royal inDrury-lane, April 28, 1738; 
and the profits arifing from it depofited in the 
hands of the earl of Burlington, Mr. Pope, 
Dr. Mead, and others, in order to be laid out 
upon the fame monument. A new prologue 
• and epilogue were fpoken on that occafion ; 
the prologue was written by Benjamin Mar- 
tyn, Efq; the epilogue by the honourable 
James Noel Efq; and fpoke by Mrs. Porter. . 
Ca Shakefpeac's monument there is a noble 
T^ ^r /^ ' C 2 efitaph 
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-epitaph, taken from bis own Tempeft, and is 
excellently appropriated to him : with diis lee 
lis clofe his life, only with this obfervation, 
that his works will never be forgot, till that 
cpitagh is falfiUcd. — — When, 

The cloud capt towers, the gorgeous palaces^ 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfeU^ 
And all .which it inherit, ihall <uilblve, 
And, like the bafelefs fabric oF a viiion, 
iLeave not a wreck behind* 
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Ths life ar 



Sir Walter Raleigh, 



SIR Walter Ralbxgk was born in 
the year M^^Zt being defcended of aa 
ancient family in Devonfhire, and when but 
fourteen^ was feat to finiih his education at the 
vntver/ity of Oxford, w^ere he became a com- 
moner of Oriel College. Here he diftinguilhed 
bimfelf both by the ftreogth and vivacity of 
his genius, and his application to his ftudy : 
'he ccHitioued here b«t three year5, for in 1569, 
being only ievent^en years old, he was one of 
"the troop of an hundred gontlemen volunteers^ 
whom queen Elizabeth permitted Henry. 
Champernon to tranfport into Erance for the 
fervice of the proteftant princes. « Mr. Raleigb 
liad here a good opportunity of acquiring ex- 
perience in the art of war, and improving 
himfelf in the knowledge of the language^ 
and of men; he did not return till the end 
of the year 1575, having fpent &c years ia 
France, 

The adkivity of bis temper did not fufFcr 
him to reft long at home, for he went into the 
fervice of the prince of Orange againft the 
Spaniards, in 1578. 

C 3 Soon 
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Soon after this h^ had an opportunity of 
trying his fortune at fea ; his half brother, Sir 
Humphry Gilbert, having obtained a patent 
to plant and inhabit fome northern parts of 
-America, unpoflefled by any people in alli- 
ance with the queen of England, Mr. Raleigh 
engaged with a confiderable number of gen- 
, tlemen in an expedition to Newfoundland ; 
'but this proved unfuccef&ful, for diviiions ari* 
fing among the volunteers. Sir Humphry, the 
general, was in 1579, obliged to fet fail with 
only a few of bis friends ; and, after variety of 
misfortunes at fea, returned with the lofs of 
one of his (hips in an engagement with tht 
Spaniards, in which Mr. Raleigh was expofed 
to great danger. 

The next year, 1580, irpon the defccnt of 
the Spanifh and Italian forces into Ireland^ 
under the pope's banrter^ for the fupport of 
the Defmonds in the rebellion in Munfler, 
he obtained a captain's commiilion ; where» 
under the command of Thomas earl of Or- 
mond, governor of Munfter, he furprifed the 
IrUh Xerns at Rakele, and having enclofed 
them, took every rebel upon the fpot ; among 
them was one loaded with withies, who being 
aiked* What he iatended to have done with 
them ? boldly anfwered, To have hung up 
the £ng1i(h churls ; upon which captain Ra* 
lefgh ordered him to be hanged immediatel)r. 
lie afllfted Ukcwife at the fiege of Fort Del 
Core, which the Spanilh fuccours under San 

Jofepho 
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Jofepho their commander, ^tiUfled by their 
Irifh confederates, had raifed and fortified as 
a place of retreat. The lord-deputy himfelf 
befieged this fort by land. Sir William Win- 
ter, the admiral, attacked it by fea, and cap- 
tain Raleigh commanded in the trenches ; it 
was, however, on the ninth of November 1 589, 
obliged to furrender at difcretion : when, by 
order of the lord-deputy, th<i greateft part of 
the garrifon were put to the fvvord, the execu- 
tion of which fell to the. (hare of the captains 
Raleigh and Mackvvorth, who firft entered 
. the cafUe. 

During the winter of this year, captain Ra- 
leigh had his quarters ailigned him at Cork ; 
'when obferving the feditiohs practices of 
David lord Barry, and other ringleaders of 
the rebellion in thofe parts, to didrefs the 
peaceable^ and. to excite the difaffedted to aa 
infnrredion, he took a journey to Dublin, and 
remonftrated to the lord- deputy the dange- 
rous conlequences of thefe pradtices, in ib 
^totig a manner, that his lordfhip gave him^ 
fall commifiion to feize the lands of lord Bar- 
ry, to reduce him to peace and fubjeftion, by 
(uch means as he fhould think proper; for 
which purpofe he was fu/ni{hed with a party 
of horfe : but during this interval, that lord 
himfelf burnt the caftle to the ground, though 
it was his principal ieat, and laid wafle the 
country round it with greater outrage and d^- 
firuflion, than even the zeal of his enemies 
would have extended to. 

C 4 Captttiii 
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Captain Raliegb. irt his return to Cork, wj»- 
Attacked by Fitz Esmonds, an old rebel of 
Barry's fadion, ac a fort between Yoaghai 
and Cork; he waa inferior to Eitz- Edmonds- 
in nurabe^r, y«t he forced, his wajMhrougk the 
enemy, and got over the river ; Uut a gentle- 
man of his company being by fome accident 
rfirown in the middle, between the fear oC 
drowning and beiiig taken, called out to the^ 
captain for help ; who, though he had efcaped. 
both dangers, yet ventured into them again 
to refcue his coij^parnqn, who in the hafte and 
confufion of remounting, over-leaped his horfc,. 
and fell down on the other fide into a deep, 
mire, where hje mud have been fulFocated>^ 
if the humane Raleigh had not recovered him 
a^fecond time, and brought him to land. He^ 
now waited on the oppofue bank, with a fks4t 
in one hand and a piflol in tke« other, for the^ 
red: of his campany who were yet to cro{s the 
liverih at though Fi tz-Edmond&had got a recjTiit 
of twelve men, yet finding captain JRaleigh 
ftand his ground, only exchanged a few rough 
words with him and retired. 

Jn 1581, the earl of Ormond. going toi 
England,, his government of Munfter was. 
given to captain Raleigh, in commiffion with. 
Sir William Morgan and captain peers. Ra^ 
fcigh reftded for fome time at Lifmore ; but. 
afterwards, returning with his little band of ^ 
eighty foot and eight' horfe, to his old quar.r 
tcrs at Cork, he received intelligence that Bar- 
ry wa^ at C).Qve wilh. fevei:al hundred men : 
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he refolved to pafs through that townj aihd 
offer him combat ; and accordingly at the 
town's end met Barry with his forces, whom 
he charged with prodigious bravery, and put 
to flight ; as he purfued his journey,, he over*- 
took another company of the enemy in a plaia 
by a wood fide, whom be likewife attacked, 
though he had only iix horfemen with him, 
expe^ing probably that bis company would 
foon joij;i him. But tbenebels, who had greats 
ly the advantage of numbers, being cut off 
from the wood^ and having no other relief, 
faced about, and faught very defperatelyr 
killing five of the horfes belonging to Raleigh's 
company,' and amongft thefe hi» own f and he 
Tvas in extreme danger himfcif of being over- 
powered by nunkbers, if his fervant Nicholas 
Wright had not interposed 5 who perceiving 

. his matter's horfe mortally wounded with darted 
encountered ftx of the enemy at once, and 
killed one of them ; while Patric Fagaw ref- 
cued Raleigh, after it had been- unfuccefsfuHy 
attempted by James Fitx- Richard, who was 
, then ready to pertfh; which Raleigh feeing, 

. would notnowfuffer Wnghttoiighibyhim any 
k>nger^ burt ordered him to affift Fitz- Richard,, 
which he immedTatcly did, by ruf^aug into the: 
throng of the enemy, and difpatching him who* 
prcffed upon Fitz- Richard, refcutng the latter 
from the mod imminent danger. In this iharp 
feirmifti many of tjie reblels perifhed, a^dtwo* 
were carried prifoners to Cork, v/here Raleigh 
pertbin&ed feveral other fenrice-v till tbe^seb^fe 

C 5. beini^ 
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being reduced, he returned to England, where 
kis eminent accompli (hments fbon introduced 
him to the notice of the court, and her ma- 
lefty's favour. In February 1581-2, he was 
one of thofe perfons of diftinftion, who hv the 
queen's command accompanied the duki^ of 
Anjou to the Netherlands; and in 1582, on 
his return, brought letters from the priticC of 
Orange to her majefly. In 1583, he engaged 
in a fecond expedition with his brother 'Sir 
Humphry Gilbert, to Newfoundland ; but 
liaving been two or three days at fea, a con- 
tagious 'diflempcr feized his whole cre\^, and ' 
he was obliged to return to p6rt ; however, 
by this accident, he efcaped the misforttines 
of that expedition, in which Sir Humphry, 
•ftcr having taken poffeifion of Newfound- 
land in the right of "the crown of England, in 
, his return home, unfortunately perifhed : but 
ill fuccefs could not divert Raleigh from a 
fcheme, which he thought was of fuch im- 
portance to his country j he therefore drew up 
^n account of its advantages, and laid it be- 
fore the queen and council, who were fo well 
fatisfied with it,, that her majefly granted him 
letters patent in favour of his projeft 5 * con- 
taining free liberty to difcover fuch remote 
heatheniOi and barbarous lands, as were not 
actually poflefled by any Chridian, or inhabited 
by Chriftian people.* 

Immediately upon this ^ grant, captain Ra- 
leigh fitted out two veifels, which reached the 
gu& of . Florida the fecond of July : they 

iailed 
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£ulcd along the ihore about one hundred and 
twenty miles, and at lalt debarked, on a low 
land, which proved to be an ifland called 
Wokoken. After taking a formal pofTeilioa 
of this country in the name of the queen, he 
carried on a friendly correfpondence with the 
natiires, who fupplied them with proviilons, 
and gave them furs and .d^^r ikins in ex- 
change for trifles ; thus encouraged, eight of 
their crew went twenty miles up the river 
Occaaiy.aad next day came to an iiland called 
Roanok, the refidence of th& Indian chief, 
whoie houfe was built of cedar, and fortified 
ronnd with iharp pieces of timber. His wife 
came out to them, and ordered her people to 
carry them from thf boat on their backs, and 
ibewed.them im^y civilities to expreis her 
friendly intentions towards them, in the ab^ 
ieace of her hufband. After having gained 
the bed information they could of the flrength 
of the .Indian nations, and of their connedions». 
alliances, and conteils with each other» they 
returned to, .£nglan4> and made fuch an ad- 
van t^bgepo9 -report of the fertility of the foil,, 
aad iit^althfulnefs of the climate,, that the qoeen 
favoured the deiign of, fettling a colony in that 
coantry>. to which Ike gave the name of Vic-i^ 
ginia. 

About two months ^after captain Raleigh's 
return^ he was cho(en knight of the ihire for 
his own county of Devon, and the fame fef- 
fipn t^c^iyed jthe hpnour of knight}iood, a 
44dio^iQQ t-^e /m^r^ ho$ipurab}e to him> as 
. , : '"06'' the; 
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the queen was extremely cautious and firagat^ 
HI beflowing of honours ; ihe at the fame^ 
time granted him a patent to licence the vend- 
ttig of wines throughout the kingdom ; which* 
was, in all probability^ a very lucrative one. 

Sir Walter was ib intent upon pkntmgihi^ 
new coloo]( in Virginia, tliat% in 1985, he 
ftnt o^a fieetof'feven,^}, ^tmAet the com-^ 
niand of his CQufin, Sir Bichard Grenvil^>> 
general of the expedition, who came to ait 
anchor^ at Wokoken,, from: whence 'they-fent 
their compliments to king Wiligins, at Ro^* 
nok ; after which the -general, and a &]^ 
company , viftted majny- Indian towns, ait one 
of which ihe Indians l|i^ving ftolen a lilvet^ 
oop, the English, burait^ the towii,- and'd^- 
tlroyed the- corn fields.. An a^whidi they had. 
. afterwards fufHoient i<eafon to repent.. Tht^ 
general atlaft returning to his' fl0et, •thdtight- 
fit to weigh, an chor, and iet (ml ^ England ;, 
when he took in his pailage a. SpaniHi pxize 
worth fifty thpttfand pounds, with wliieh th^ 
arrived at Plymouth ; having left bekind* in; 
Virginia, onektindred^and leveii'perftns:* * 

The Spaniih prize abovo»^mentionedt wA9^^: 
tfce only cl;«umftance of good, forttme Whieh^ 
happened to Sin Walter tliis year ; the i^el- 
lion in Ireland being now totally fuppfeil^,. 
her majeHy granted him twelve thoufand acres^ 
of the forfeited lands; and this great • eilafe* 
he pkiBted at hi* own'expence^ • • 

Sir Walter^ encoufiaged by thi^nc^l^ grant,,- 
fitted out. a. third flectfor Virgima ; where ihc; 

colony:^ 
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^oionyy haviag fufiered gnat diftrefles, had 
procured a pafiage into England from Siif 
Francis Dnkc, who had vifited it in his re- 
lorn from his conqudb of St. Domingo, Car- 
thageoa^ and St. Augof^ne. Raleigh had; Ixp 
the fpring of that year, fent a (hip of one hnn- 
dj»d tOBS fw thcfoccour pf that colony ; but 
not arrfar»og belbre the people had )ef^ that 
coannyy ihe returned wxth all her lading to- 
Engiand* 

Ai>oot fiftota days after, Sir Richard Gren^ 
viUe arrived at Virgiiiia with three ihips more^ 
well ftoied^ for t^e company of planters which 
he had left sbtre in 158-^ ; oat, finding neither 
them, nor liie ia^-nentioned fhfp. Sir Ri- 
chard, onwiiltng "to lofe the pofieffion of fo- 
'Bne a' conotry,. landed fifteen men on the- 
Jiiland of 'Roanok, leaving them provifion for 
•two yearS) fet iail for England, and, in his 
) ' Mtnrn^ took (bme SpanifOi prizes. 

The latter end of che yesv 1^86, her ma* 

jefty made Sir Walter Raleigh fenefchall of the* 

^ties^f Com wall and Exeter, and lord-war« 

■ den' o^dbe ftannarks in Devonlhift and Cora*>. 

wail; i^utuhefe preferments ^xpofed him t<^ 

' thtf envy of^thoie -who were muck his inferiors 

iti 'nierit:;. and even the. earl of Leicefter^ 

.who had once been hie friend, greip^ jealota^ 

of hiniy and kt npy in* oppofitioo to him, his^ 

. nephewv the yoang earL of EiTex ; hot neither 

ahe fadionS'Of thrcoarr, nor the afperfions of 

« lii* pai^f.^vdioiii'sRaieigh could never tonde- 
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iccad to court, coald deter him from attendiog 
the daties of his fevenii employments. 

In the year 1587, Raleigh prepared a new 
colony of one hundred and fifty men for Vir<^ 
ginia ; appointing Mr. John White governor, 
and with him twelve a^ants; and incorpo- 
rated them by the name of the governor and 
aiiiftants of the city of Raleigh in Virginia. 

On their arrival at Hattarafs» the governor 
difpatched a ilrong party to Roanok» expe£t- 
ing to find the fifteen men that were left there ; 
but they fought them in vain. They after- 
wards found that feveral of them had been 
murdered by the fkvagesy and ths reft driven 
to a remote part of the country. This new 
colony having entered into an alliance with 
the natives, confidered that they ihould want 
freih fupplies of provifions ^ and* wanting an 
agent to go toEng4and, prevailed on their go* 
vernor to undertake that office, who re* 
turned with his ihips in the latter «nd of the 
year. 

Sir Walter, follicitons for the fiifety of ihe 
colony, prepared a fieet to. aflid them ; > but 
the apprehenfions of the aatXDQ of an, inva- 
fibn from Spain, in 1588, prevented > thoir 
,. failing; fo that governor White could onlv 
obtain two fmall pinnaces,. which had the-oxi^- 
fortune to be fo thoroughly rifled by the ene- 
my, that they were obliged to rctarnT back 
'. without performing the.^ voyage, to the diilrefs 
of theplaptqcsabroad^ ;and therqgretof their 
• patron at home. 

About 
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About diis Hme, he was advanced to the 
pod of captain of her miijefly's g«ard, and was 
one of the councii of war appointed to conft- 
der ofthe-mak efFe£tual methods for the iecu- 
rity of ehe. nation ; upon which occaiion he 
drew up a feheole which is a proof of his 
jodgnient and abilities. Btit he- did not con** 
£ne hunfelf toihe mere office of giving ad- 
vice ; he raiied and difciplined the militia of 
Cornwall ; and, having performed all poffible 
fervices at landi joined the fleet with a. fqua. 
dron of volunteers, and had a coniidera* 
ble ihftre in the total defeat of the SpaniOi ar- 
"mada; whmi hts merit, upon fo important 
-a crifid, juftly raifed him dill higher in the 

^ queen's favour^ who now made him gentleman 
of her privy-chamber, and granted him fomfi 

''-additioiial advantages to his wine office. 
' Don Antonio, king of Portugal, being ejt- 

' ' pelled' from his dominions by Philip IL of 

- Spain, queeft Elizabeth contributed iix men of 
war, and threefcore thoufand pounds, in or« 

*de^ to reihftate him, and encouraged her fub* 
je£l» to cMlcar in thaf defign. Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, with Sir Francis f)rake, and Sir John 
Norrisj accompanied that prince to Portugal ; 
and, in this expedition, took a great number 
of hulks belonging to the Hans-townsj laden 

• with ^panUh goods, piovifions, and ammuni. 

- tiort, lor«a new invaflon of England-: and his 

• condod in the whole affair was fo pleafing to 
ber jOHtjeftyf that fhe honoured him, as well 
as the other commanderd) with ^ gold cfaaiiu 

. . . In 
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In his return homey he toadied «& the cbaft 
of Ireland : here he vifited Spencer, the poet^ 
who mentions the circiusftance of this vilit in 
a paftoral, entitled, Cdlin Clotit's come home 
again.. And this poet he brought with him to 
England, and introduced him to the queen. 
Bat d^is is not to be wondered at, fince Raleigh 
himfelf had an excellent genias, as well as 
|afte for poeti'f. 

Raleigh had now formed a deiigO'iigainft the- 
-Spaniards in^.^e Weflr-Indies, in order to in- 
tercept the pl^i^fleet, and fitted out a mari- 
time force for fihat porpoTe, confifltng of 
thirteen fiiips of his own and fellow>ad ventu- 
rers ; to' wfcch the queen added two men of 
war, the Garland and Forefight, giving him a 
cbmm^iiion as general of the fleet, the pod ef 
Fieutenant-general being conferred on Sir John 
Burgh. 

Hefetfail in February, 1591^2 5 but the 
winds proved fo contrary, that he could not 
leave the coaft of England till the fixth of 
'May f and the next day Sir Martin Forbifher 
followed and overtook him^ with the queen's 
ktters to recall him ; but,- imagining his ho* 
nour engaged in the undertaking, he purfoed 
his/coune, thoiigh he was informed that the 
lung of Spain had ordered that no ihips (hould 
&il that year, nor any treafure be brought 
from the Weft- Indies But, on the eleventh 
«f Mary, meeting widi a ftorm off Cape Fini- 
ft«rre, he divided his fleet into two fq'uadron^,- 
Mmmuung, one to Sir John Burgh, and the 

•the» 
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•di^ to Sir .Martin Forbifher,. with orders 
to the letter to lie off the fouth . cape, to keep 
in and terrify the Spaniards on their coailsy. 
while the former lay at the Azores &r the 
caracs from the Kaft-Indies. 

The fuGceis of thefe dire^ons was anfwer:* 
able to the exceUent judgment that formed 
them ; for thr Spanifh admiral, coUefling his 
whole naval power to watch Forbiiher^ left 
die caracs onguarded, and the Madre de Dios, 
then eileemed thericheft prize ever brought to 
England, was feized by Sir John Burgh. 

fittty in the beighth of Sir Walter Raleigh's 
fiivo^r with the queen, he fell under her ma- 
j|eily's difpleafure for being in love with the 
'daugh^r of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, one 
^ the queen's aiaids of honour 5 and the 
coofeqoence of the amour difcovering the in-^ 
Crigne, her majelly ordered him to be confined 
for fevecal mon&a,, and difmif&d the lady 
ffom her attendance ; to whpui he afterwards, 
^oade the mod honourable reparation he could 
by marriage; in which they«»^ ere. both exam- 
ples of conjugal afFe£tion and fidelity. 

While Sii; Walter Raleigh was- under het^ 
siajefly's difpleafurey he proje£ted the. difco<» 
¥,ery of the exteniive empire of Guianiy in 
South- America,. whicL the Spaniards had thea 
only vifited^ and to this day have never con- 
queredr Sir Walter having provided a fqua- 
dron of (hips, at a very great expence, the 
lord high-adniiral Howardi and Sir Robert 

Cecily 
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Cecil, conceived fo good an opinion of the 
de(]gn, that they both concurred in it. 

He fet fail on the twenty iixth of February, 
1^94-5, and arrived at the ifle of Trinidad on 
the twenty-fecond of March ; where he made 
himfelf mafter of St. Jofeph, a fmall city,^nd 
made the Spaniih, governpr prifoner. He 
then, leaving his fliips at Cariapan, with an 
hundred men, in feveral little barks failed four 
hundred miles up the river Oronoque, in fearch 
of Guiana ; but the heat of the weather, and 
the torrents, obliged him to return ; which he 
did the latter end of the fummer, 1^95* 

fti the year following, he was fo far reflored 
to favour, that he was engaged in the import* 
ant <s|cpeditioirto Cadiz ; wherein the earl of 
£lle}^ and the lord high-admiral, Howard^ 
were joint commanders. On the twentieth ef 
June they arrived before Cadiz. The lord 
high- admiral was of opinion that the had* 
forces fhould attack the town firfi, that the^ 
fleet might not be expofed to the fire of the 
ihips, of the city, and forts adjacent ; and the 
council of war concurred in this opinion : bat» 
as the earl of EHex was patting his men into 
boa^ in order to land them, Sir Walter, not 
hafProing to have been prefent at the council 
of war, went direftly to the earl, and offered 
ibch convincing reafons againd it, and for their 
firfl falling upon the galleons, and fhips in 
the harbours, that the earl faw the neceflityof 
altering his fcheme, and defired Sir Walter to 

difluade 
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diifuade the admiral from that of landing. 
He did fo ; the admiral was convinced ; and, 
by Sir Walter's advice, defeired the attack 
till the next day. 

For the particulars of this attack, in which 
Sir Walter Raleigh diftinguilhed himfelf by 
his bravery and his prudence, and which was 
attended with fuch wonderful fuccefs, we muft 
refer our readers to Mr. Birch's account of it. 
It is fufficient for us to fay, that the city was 
taken and plundered ; many of the principal 
fhips belonging to the Spaniards were run 
aftiore ; and the galleons^ with all their trea- 
fure, burnt, to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the Englifh. 

Sir Walter continued in this ftate of banifh- 
mcnt from the queen till 1597, and thcli was 
reftbred to favour, and performed feveral other 
iignal fervices. In 160 1 he attended the 
queen in her progrefs : bat the death of this 
princefs proved a great misfortune to Sir Wal- 
ter; for her fucceiForking James I. had been 
greatly prejudiced againil him by the earl of 
Eflex ; yet he did not difcover his diflike for 
fome time, but treated him with great kind- 
nefs : however, his majefty's pacific aenius 
could not relifh a man of fo martial a Tpirit. 
He had not been long upon the throne before 
Sir Walter was difmiiled from his pofl of cap-* 
tain of the guards ; and, foon after, was 
charged with being engaged in a plot againit 
the king, and with carrying on a (ecret cor- 
refpondence with the king of Spain ; but no 

dear 
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dear evidence Ikbs yet been produced of ht» 
leaving aay concern in it, though he wa» 
Wought ii\ guilty, and ientenced to dfe. As 
to the trial, we refer pur readers to the parti- 
cular account given by our author, and (hall 
only add, that it appeared to Sir John Haws» 
follicitor-seneral to king William, in fo bad 
a light, that he pronounces it very irregular 
throughout, and that the accufations did nofr 
amount toalegal proof. * I would knew^fays he,. 
hf what law is the depofition of a perfon who 
might be brought face to face to the prifoaer, 
read as evidence I 1 would know by whaib 
law it is forbidden that the accufer (hould be 
brought face to face to the accaled I I woul j 
kmow by what law Brook's depo^Uoii of what 
the lord Cobham told him of Raleigh was cvi* 
dence againil Raleigh i I would know by what 
law the ftory Dyer told of what an unknown 
inan faid to him at Lifhon of Don J^aleigh^ 
y as e vide nee again £ R aleigH ^ I would ^ kno^ 
by what flatute the ftatutes of the 25th of £d- 
-wardlll. and 5th ofEldwardVI. were repealed/ 
. Sir Walter, not long after his confinement in 
the Tower, upon the unwearied follicitation* *^ 
f>f his lady, who petitioned the king that Ihe 
mighl^e prifoner with him, was allowed the 
confblation of her coippany, and his younger 
ion Carew was born there ii^ 1604. 

The February following his majefty made him 
a grant of his forfeited eftate,^for the benefit 
of his wife and children ; but this was only 
lor his own life, for he had, on his refolvinfir 
to accept of a challenge from Sir Amias Pre^ 

ton 
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ton fome years before, made it over to h» 
e\dc& ion. But he did not long enjoy it ; foi* 
Car, the king's new favourite, naving no for- 
tune of his own, looking out for one, diico- 
vered a flaw in the conveyance, upon which 
an information being exhibited in the exche- 
quer, judgment was given for the crown, and « 
•Sherborne, and other of his eflates, were giveiv 
to Car in 16091 ^^ ^^% being inflexible to all 
the petitions of the lady Raleigh for hericif 
and her children. 

This great man ibftened the rigours of hi» 
long confinement in an application to various 
kinds of ftudies* And tlvough he had the 
iqaeen's protection, and pnnce Henry for his 
patron, during the height of the earl of So- 
merfet's favour* yet he could not obtain his 
fiberty till after the condemnation of that fa- 
vourite for the murder of Sir Thomas Over- 
hmy : but at laft, by means of fifteen hundred 
pounds given to a relation of the new favourite 
Sir GecMTge Villers, he proclired his liberty, 
lifter above twelve years confinement in the 
Tower. 

^ir Walter being now at large, had the 
means of profecuting his old fcheme of Gui- 
ana, and his majefty granted him a patent for* 
chat purpofe, at leaft under the privy-feal, if 
not under the great feal of England; which 
Sir Francis Bacon, on being applied to, afliired 
iiim was a fufficient paroon tor all that was 
p9£t, as the king had made him adix^ of his 

fleet. 
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fleet, and given^bim the power of marcial hw 
over his officers and foldiers. 

The whole expence of this expedition was 
defrayed by Sir Wait^ Raleigh and bis friends. 
In their paiTage, they met with various difap* 
pointnients; however, in November, ihay 
came in dght of Guiana, aad anchored five 
degre/es off the river Caliana. 

Here Raleigh was received with the u^* 
iDoft joy by the Indians, who offered hi^i the 
fovc^reignty of the country, which he declined* 
His extreme flclcnefs preventing his attempting 
the difcovery of the. mines in perfon, he de» 
puted captain Key mis to that fervice^ ordering 
^vc fliips to fail Into the river Oronoquef but, 
three weeks after, landing by night nearer a 
Spanifii town- than they exped^ed^ they were 
Cbt upon by the Spanifti troops, who were 
fore- armed for their <;oraing. 

This unexpeded attack foon threw' them 
into confufion j and, had not fome of the 
leaders animated* the reft, they had all been 
cut to pieces : but the others, by their exam- 
ple, foon rallying, they niade fuch a vigorous^ 
eppofition, that they forced the Spaniards to* 
letreat. 

In the warmth of the purfuit, the Engliih 
found theinfelves at the Spanilh town before 
they knew where they were. Here the battle 
was renewed, and they were ailaulted by the 
governor himfelf, and four or five captains, at 
the head of their companies, when captain Ra- 
leigh, 
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lejgh, the eldeft.fon of Sir Walter, hurried on 
by the heat and impatience of youth, not 
waiting for the mu&eteers, ruihed forward, at 
the head of a company of pikes, and, having 
killed one of the Spanifh captains,- was ihot 
by another ; but, preffing dill forward with 
Vis fword, upon the captain who had (hot 
him, the Spaniard, with the butt end of hU 
inufket, felled him to the aground, and put an 
end to his life; when his ferjeant immediately 
thruft the Spanifh ^<:aptain through the body 
with his halbert. Two other captains, and the 
governor himfelf, fell in this engagement. 

The Spanifh leaders being all thus dif- 
patched, the reft fied ; fome took ihelter 
about the market-place, from whence they 
killed and wounded the Englifh at pleafure ; 
fb that there was no way left for fafety but by- 
firing the town, and driving the enemy to the 
woods and mountains. 

Captain Keymis had now an opportunity 
of viiiting the mine, which he attempted with 
captain Thornhurfl, Mr. W. Herbert, Sir 
John Hamden, and others -, but, upon their 
Killing into an ambufcade, in which they lofl 
many of their men, they returned to Sir Wal-^ 
ter, without difcovering the mine, alledging 
the reafon mentioned above. 

As fbme mitigation of their ill fuccefs, and 
as an inducement to further hopes, Keymis 
produced two ingots of gold, which they had 
found in the town, together with a large quan*. 
tity of papers found in the governor's ftudy. 

Among 
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Among theie were four letters, which dik^- 
vcred not only Rjjeigh's whole cnterprize to 
liavc been betrayed, but his life hereby put 
iBto the power of the Spamards. Thefe let- 
ters alfo difcovered the preparations made by 
tiie Spaniards to receive Rakigh, 

To the jail indignantm whkh he conceived 
«pon this occasion, was added the mortifica- 
tion of finding that ICeymis had made no trial 
of the mine. Hv rep/oached that captain with 
imving undone him, and wounded his credit 
with the king paft recovery. This affedted 
ICeymis fo fenfibly^ that he retired to his cab-* 
bin, where he ihot himfelf ; but, finding the 
wound not mortal, ke difpatched himfelfwitk 
a knife, which he thruft into his heart. 

The ill ftate of Sir Walter's health would 
not fuffer him to repair Keymis's negled. He 
was incapable of (fach a voyage, and, at th^ 
iame time, was m continual apprehenfion of 
ibeing attacked by the Spanxfii armada, feiit 
out on purpofe to lay wait for anddefttoyhim; 
but the enemy miAed him^, by dayiifg ih the 
wrong place. 

On Sir Waiter*s return home, he found 
that king James had publifhed a proclamation 
declaring his deteftation of his conduct, af^ 
ferting that his majefty had, by expreft li- 
mitation, reibrained and forbid Raleigh, from 
attempting any aft of hoftility againft hb 
•dear brother of Spain ; yet it is evident, thac 
tiie^ommiffion contained no fuch limitation. 
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This proclamation^ however, did not deter 
Sir Walter from landing, who refolved to 
fiirrender himfelf into the king's hands» to 
whom he wrote a letter in defence of himielf. 
He was feized on the road to London, and re- 
turned with the ofEcers to Plyniouch. 

On the feventh of Auguft, he arrived at 
London, where he was permitted the confine* 
ment of his own houie ; but having good rea- 
son nof to troft himfelf to the mercy, of the 
court, he formed a defi|;n to efcape into 
France ; '^hich being difcovered, he was 
feized in a boat below Woolwich, and was, 
on the tendi of Augufl, committed to the 
Tower. 

His death .was now abfolutely determined^ 
yet it was not eafy- to find a method to com* 
pafs \Xi fince his condud in his late expedi- 
tion, could not bo flretched in law to fuch a 
(entence ; it was refolved therefore to facrifice 
him to Spain, in a manner that has judly ex- 
pofed the court to the abhorrence of all fuc- 
ceeding ages, by calling him down to judg- 
ment on his former ientence, paiTed fifteen 
years before. Thus, by a "ftrange contariety of 
proceedings, he, who had been condemned 
for being a friend to the Spaniards, now loll 
bis life for being their enemy. 
* In confequence of this refolution, he, hav- 
ing the day befgrq received notice to prepare 
himfelf for death, was, on the twenty*eighth 
of Odlober, taken out of his bed, in the 
hot fit of an agoe^ and carried to the King^s 

Vol. V. D Bench 
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Bench bar, at Weftminiler, where the chief- 
juftice ordered diQ record of his convidtion 
and judgment in 1603, to be read ; and then 
demanded. What he had to offer why execa- 
tion fhould not be awarded againft him ? T<y 
this Sir Walter pleaded his commiilion for 
~iiis lad voyage, which implied a reftoring life 
to him, by giving him power, as marfhal, oa 
the life axKi death of others. He then began 
' to juftify his condu& in that voyage ^ but the 
court refufed to hear him, and he was ordered 
for execuuon the next day* He then deiired 
he might not be cut off io fuddenly, calling 
upon God to be his jadge» before whom he 
fhould ihof tly appear. That he was never dif- 
loyal to his majeily, '< which I will juftify," 
faid he, << where I fliall not fear the face of 
any king on earth." « 

^ The fame day a-warrant ior his execution 
was produced, though his majefly was retired 
into the country. Sir Walter eat his breakfaft 
heartily that morning, finoaked his pipe, and 
made 3b more of death than if he had been 
to take a journey, when, being Gondu£ted to 
the old palace-yard, Weftminfter, with a 
chearfui countenance he.&luted the lords^ 
knights, and gentlemen there prefent. After 
which a proclamation was made for^ iilence*. 
and he addrefled himfelf to fpeak in this man- 
ner. 

** I delire to be borne withal, for thb is the 
third day of my fever ; and, if I fhall ihew 
any weaknefs, I befeech you to attribute it to 

my 
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my malady, for this is the hour in which it is 



wont to oone.*' 



Then paoiing a while, he (at, and diredted 
himfelf towards a window, where the lords of 
Arundel, Northampton, and Doncader, with 
^me other lords and knights, iat, and ipoke 
as followeth: i 

<< I diank God, of his infinite go'odnefs, 
that he hath brought me to die in the light> . 
and not in darknefs." Bat, by reafon that 
the place where the lords, kc, fat, was 'feme 
diftance from the fca^old, that he perceived 
diey could not well hear him, he faid, '' I 
will Urain my voice, for I would willingly have 
your honoars^ hear me/' 

But lord Arundel faid, ** Nay, we will 
rather come down to the fcaiFold;" which 
he and fome others did. Where being come, 
he faluted them feverally, and then began again 
to (peak a^ followeth. 

** As I (aid, I thank God heartily, that he 
kath brought me into the light to die ; zvp^ 
that he hath not fuiFered me to'die in the dark 
pri(bn of the Tower, where I have foifered a 
great d&i of milery and cruel fickiiefs ; and, 
I thank God that liiy fever hath not taken me 
at this time; as I prayed to God it' might 
not. There are' twor main points of fafpicion \ 
tlitt his majefly, as I hea^, hath conceived 
a|ainftme« To reiblve yoiir lordfhips wherein 
his sttajefty cjtfmot be iatisiied. Which J deiire 
to dear", and ta tefolve your lordlhip^s of: 
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'* One is, That his majefty hath been in- 
formed, that I have often had plots with 
France ; and his majefty haih good j-ea(bn to 
induce him thereunto. One rea(bn that his ' 
majefty had to €onje<5lure fo, was, that, when 
I came back from Guiana, being come to 
Plymouth, I endeavoured to go in a bark tm 
Rochel ; which was, for that I would have 
made my peace before I had come to Eng- 
land. 

** Another reafon was. That, upon my 
fiightj..! did intend to fly into France, for the 
faving of myfelf, having had fome terror from 
above. 

«• A third reafon, that his jnajefty had 
reafon to fufpedl, was, The Prendi agent's 
coming to me. Befides, it was reported, that" 
I had a commiflion from the French king at 
my going forth. Thefe are the reafbns that 
his majefty had, as I am informed, to fufpe£l 
me* 

** But this I fay, for a man to call God to 
witnefs to a falftiood at the hour of death, is 
far more grievous and impious ; and that a 
man that To doth cannot have falvation, for 
he hath no time for repentance. Then what 
Biall I expedt, that am going inftantly to 
render up my acco^unti I do therefore call 
God to witnefs, as I hope to be faved^ and as 
I hope to fee him in his kingdom, which I 
hope I fhall within this quarter of this hour» 
I never had any commiflion from the French 

' king, 
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king, nor ever faw the French king's hand- 
writing in all my life ; neither knew I that 
there was a French agent, nor what he was, 
till I met him in my gallery, at my lodging, 
unlocked for. If 1 fpeak not true, O Lord, 
let me never enter into thy kingdom. 

'* The fecond fufpicion was. That bis ma- 
jefty had been informed, that I ftiould fpeak 
dilhonourably and difloyally of my fovereign ; 
but my accuier was a bafe Frenchman, and a 
f unnagate fellow ; one that hath n^ dwelling ; 
a kind of chymical fellow ; one that I knew 
to be perfidious ; for, being by him drawn 
into the aftion of fearing myfelf at Winchef- 
tCTf in which I confefs jny hand was touched* 
he, being fworn to fecrefy over-night, revealed 
it the next morning. 

** But this I fpeak now, what have I to do 
with kings ? I have nothing to do with them, 
^neither do I fear them ; I have only now to 
do with my Tjodi in whofe prefence I iland ; 
therefore to tell a lie, were it to gain the 
king's favour, were vain. Therefore, as I 
hope to be faved at the laft judgment -day, I 
never (poke difloyally, or difhoneftly, of his 
■majefty in all my life ;. and therefore I cannot 
but think it ftrange that that French-man, be- 
ing (b bafe and mean a fellow, ihould be {b 
far credited as he hath been. I have dealt 
truly, as I hope to be faved ; and I hope I 
Ihall be believed. I confefs I did attempt to 
efcape ; I cannot excufe it, but it was only 
to fave my life. And I do likewife confefs, 
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that I did feign myfelf to be ill-difpored &tii 
fick at Saliibury ; but I hope it was no fia, 
for the prophet David did make himielf » 
fboly and fuiFered fpittle to. fall down upon 
his beards to efcape from the hands of his 
enemies, and it was not imputed unto him i 
iOf what I did, I intended no iU, but to gain 
and prolong time until his majefly came» 
hoping for fome commiferation from him. 
But I forgive this French-mao, and Sir Lewis 
Stewkeley,^ with all my heart ; for I have re* 
ceived the facranient this morning of Mr» 
(Jean of Wellmiufter, and I have forgiven ail 
men ; but,, that they are perfidious, I am bound 
in charity to fpeak> that all men may take 
heed of them, 

*• Sir Lewis Stewkeley> my kcfper and 
kinfman, hath affirmed- that I ^onld tell him,^ 
that my lord Carew, and my lord of Doncafter 
here,, did advife me to efcape ; but I proteftr- 
before God, I never told hin^ any fuch things 
ireither did the lords advife me to any fuck 
matter ; neither is it likely that I (hould tell> 
liim any fuch tiling of two privy-counfellors ; 
neither had I any reafon to tell him, or he tO' 
f,eport it ; fdr it is well known, he left me fix^ 
feven, eighU nine, and "ten days together 
alone, to go whither I liHedy whilH: he rode 
himfelf about the country. 

«' He further ^ccufed me, that I (hould fhew 
him a letter, whereby I did (ignify unto him,, 
that I would give him ten thoufand pounds 
fpj; my efcape j, but God call my foul into 
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everlafting fire, if I made any fuch proffer of 
ten thoufand pounds, or one thoufand ; but, 
indeed, I /fhewed him a letter, that, if he 
would go with me, there ihould be order 
taken for his debts when he was gone ; nei- 
ther had I ten thoufand pounds to give him ^ 
for, if I had had fo miu:h, I could have made 
my peace with It better an'other way than ia 
giving it to Stewkeley. 

•' Further, when I came to Sir Edward 
Felham's houfe, who had been a follower of 
mine, and who gave me good entertainment,^ 
he gave out, that I had received fome dram 
ef poifoji ; when I anfwered him, that I 
feared no fuch thing, for I was. well affured 
ef them in the houfe, and therefore wifhed 
him to have no fuch thought. Now God for^ 
give him, for I do ; and I Jefire God to for- 
give him. I will not only fay, God is a God 
of revenge ; bat I deflre God to forgive him, 
as I doxdefire to be forgiven of God." 

Then looking over hb note of »remem- 
Iwance, *' Well, faid he, ** thus far have I 

fone ; a little more, aiittle more, and I will 
ave done by and by. 
•' Itwafrtold the king that I ^as brought 
per force into England, and that I did not 
intend to come again ; but Sir Charles Parker, 
Mr. Treiham, Mr, Leake, and divers know 
how I was dealt withal by the common foldi- 
ers, which were one hundred and fifty in num- 
ber, who mutinied, and fent for tne to come 

D 4 into 



^6 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

into thelhip to them, for unto me they would 
not come ; and there I wa? forced to take an 
€ath that I would not go into England till 
that they would have me ; othcrwife they 
would ' have c%& me into the Tea ; and there - 
withall they drove me into my cabbin, and 
bent all their forces againfl me. 

*• Now, after I had taken this oath, with 
wtn« and other things, fuch as I had about 
me, I drew fome of the chiefefl to defift from 
their purpofes^ and, at length, I perfuaded 
them to go .into Ireland ; which they were 
willing unto, and would have gone into the 
north parts of Ireland ; which I dilTuaded 
them from, and told them that they were 
Red-Shanks that inhabited there ; and with 
much ado I perfuaded them to go into the 
foiuh parts of Ireland, promifing them to get 
their pardons, and was forced to give them one 
hundred and twenty five pounds at Kinfale, to 
bring them home, otherwifc I had never got 
from them. 

«* iTiear like wife there was a report that I 
meant not to go to Guiana at all, and that I 
knew not of any mine, nor intended any 
fuch thing or matter, but only to get my li- 
berty, which I had not the wit to keep. 

** But I proteft it was my full intent, and 
for gold ; for gold,' for the benefit of his ma- 
jefly and myfelf, and of thofe that ventured 
and went with me, with the reft of my coun- 
trymen ; but he that knew the head of the 
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mine would not difcover k, when he faw my 
fon was flain, but made away Jiirafelf." 

-Then turni;ig to the carl of Arundel, he 
HTaid, «' My lord, being in the gallery of my 
fhip, at my departure, i t^member your ho- 
Bour took me by the hand, and faid^ You 
would reqneH one thing of me ; which was. 
That, whether I made a good voyage or a 
bad, I (hould not fail but to return again into 
England \ which I then promii^d you, and 
gave you my faith I would; and fo I have." 
To which my lord anfwered, ** It is true, I 
do very well remember it, they were the very 
lall words I fpake unto you." 

** Another flander was raifed of me, That I 
would have gone away from them, and left 
them at Guiana. But th^re was a great many . 
worthy, men that accompanied me always t 
a$ my fcrjeant- major, George Raleigh, and 
divers others, which knew my intent was no-» 
thing {q, 

** Another opinion was held of me/ that I 
.carried with me to (ea fixteen thoufand pieces^ 
and that was all the voyage 1 intended, only 
to get money into my hands. As 1 ihall an- 
fwer it before God, I had not in aH the world 
in my hands, or others to my ufe, either di- 
rcdlly, or indireftly, above a hundred pounds; 
whereof, when I went, I gave my wife twen- 
ty-five pounds thereof; but the error thereof 
came, as I perceived^ by looking over the 
^rivener's books, wliere they found the bills 
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of adventure arifing to a great fum^. fo rai&d 
that falfe report. 

*• Only I will borrow a little time of Mr^ 
Aeriifs tofpeak of one thing, that doth make, 
my heart to bleed to hear that fuch an impu- 
tation fhould be laid upon me; for 'tis faid^ 
that I fhould be- a perfecutor of the death oC 
t^e earl of EiTex ; and, that I dood in a win- 
dow over^ago^ft him, when, he fuf&red, and^ 
puffed out tobacco invdifdain of him. God i. 
take to witnefs, I fhed tears^ for him when he 
died ; and, as I hope to look God in the face 
Kereafter,, ipy lord of Effex did not fee my> 
face when he fufFered, for I was afar off in^ 
i^e Armory, where I faw him^ but he faw not 
ite, 

*^ I eonfefs indeed I was of a. contrary, fac- 
tion, but I know my lord of Efkx ^a& a noble- 
gentleman, and that it would be worie with 
jne when he was gone, for I got the hate of 
thofe which wifhed me well before, and thofq 
tJUt fet me againft him, afterwar4s fet them-- 
ielves againft me, and were my greateft ene- 
mies;* and my foul hath many times bfseut 
grieved that I was not nearer him when he* 
died ; bccaufe, as I undt^rftood afterwards,, 
tbat he aik&d for me at his d^th to have beeiv* 
reeonciled unto me«. And thefe be the mate- 
ria points I thought good to fpeak of > and I 
am now, at^ thi$ inilant, to render ir|> an ac- 
count to God ; and I protefl, as I (hall ap^ 
pear before him, this that I have fpol(;en i^:^ 
t(ja&.y. and I hope J ih^Jl be believed." 
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Then a proclamation being made, that all 
tnen (hould depart the fcafFold, he prepared 
hifflfelf for death ; giving away his hat, his 
cap, with fbme^money, to fuch as he knew' 
that flood near him. And then, taking his 
leave of the lords, knights, gentlemen, and 
others of his acquaintance ; and, amongfl 
the reft, taking his leave of my lord Arun- 
del, he thanked him for his company , and 
entreated him to defire the king, that no fcan- 
dalous writing to defame him might be pub- 
lifhed^ after his death ; faying farther unto 
him, '< I have a long journey to go, and 
therefore I will take my leave.*' 

Then putting off his doublet and gown, he 
delired the headfman to (hew him. the axe ; 
which not being fuddenly granted unto him, 
he faid, " I prithee let me fee it; Doft thou 
think that I am afraid of it^B" So it being 
given unto him^ he felt along upon the edge 
ef it ; and, fmiling, fpake unto Mr,, fheri^ 
feying, •• This is a. (harp medicine, but it is- 
a phylician that will cure ^1 difeafes." After: 
which, going, to and fro upon the fcaffold on- 
every fide, he entreated the comgaRy to^pray 
to God to give him ftrength. 

The executionef kneeTirtg doivh' aftex! hin* 
forgivenefs ; and he^ Ifiyiug IHs hand upon hrs» 
flioalder,, forgave him-. 

Then being afked which way he woirld Ia3f 
Mimfelf on the block, he made anfwer, a«4 
fiiid, ♦* So the heart be ftrait^ it is no nrattca^ 
whkh* way the head lieth.^' So^ l^fkt^ hh 
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head on the block, his face being towards the 
eafl, the headfman, throwing down his own 
cloak, becaufe he would not fpoil the priibn-" 
er's gown, he, giving the headfman a fign 
when he fhould drike, by lifting up his hands, 
che executioner (Ifuck off hi$ head at two 
blows, his body never (hrinking nor moving. 
His head was fbewn on each fiae of die ic^- 
fold, and then put into a red leather bag, and 
his wrought velvet gown thrown over it, which 
was afterwards conveyed away in a mourning 
coach of his lady's. 



Sir Walter Raleigh*s Letter to the King ilie 
Night before his Death* 

THE life which I had, moft mighty prince, 
the law hath taken froxh me, and I am' now 
but the fame earth and duft, out of which I 
was made. If my offence had any proportion 
with your majefty^s mercy, I miglit defpair ; 
or, it my defer ving had any quantity with 
your majeily's unmeafurable goodnefs, I might 
yet have hope : but it is you that muft judge, 
and not L Name, blood, gentility, oreftate, 
I have none : no, not fo much* as a being ; 
£0, not Co much as a vitam planta. I have 
only a penitent fodl in a body of iron, whick 
moveth towards the loadftone of death, and 
cannot be withheld from touching it, except 
your majefty's mercy turn the point towards 
me that expelleth« Iioil I adi for hearing of 
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vain inah, for hearing only, and never believ- 
ing nor accepting. And fo Hctle account I 
qa^ade of .that fpeech of his,. which was my 
condemnation (as my forfaking him doth trtrly 
^tnefs) that I never remembered any fuch 
thing till it was at my trial obje£led againfl: 
mfi^ So did he repay my care, who cared to 
aiake him goocl, which i now fee no care of 
man can effefl. But God> for my offence to 
him^ hath laid this heavy burden on me, mi- 
serable and unfortunate wretch thkt I am. But, 
for not loving you, my fovercign, God hath 
not laid this forrow on me; for He knows, 
with whom I am not in cafe to lye, that I ho- 
floured your majefty. by fdme, and loved and 
admired you by knowledge ; fo shat, whether 
I live or die, your majeSy's loving fervant I 
%^iU live and die. 

: If , now I write what f^ms not wen-favx)ured9 
ijnQ& ;nercifi)l prince, vouchfafe to afcribe it to 
' tlve counfel of a dead heart, and to a mind 
th^t /orrow h-ath confounded : but the more 
9jy . TOifeiy is, the more is your majefty*8 
mercy, if you pleafe to behold it ; and the 
lefs i can deferve, the more liberal your ma- 
jcfty*s gift fhall be. Herein you ihaU only 
imitate God, giving free life : and by giving 
to fuch a one from whom there can be no r^ 
tribution, but only a defire to pay a lent life 
with the iame gfeat love which the fame great 
goodnefs (hall bellow on it. 

This being the irSt letter which ever yow 
laaje^y received from a dead man, I humbly 
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fiibmit myfelf to the will of God, my fupreme' 
Lord, and fhall willfngly and patiently fafier 
whatsoever it (hall pleaie your majefly to affli^ 
withal.. 

Walter Ralbigh^ 



The Copy of Sir Walter Raleigh's Letter tor 
his Wife, the N^ht before hi» Death. 

YQTJ fhall now receive, my dBar wife, my 
fefl wcHtls in thefemy kft lines. My Jove i. 
6nd you,, that you may keep it when I am 
dead ;' and my eounfel, that you- may remem- 
Ikr^it when I am no more. I would nor,, 
fey my will,, pefent you with forrows, dear 
Beffi, let them go into (he grave with me, and 
be l^uried in the dull : and, feeing that it ii 
90t God's will that I fhould fee you any more^ 
in this life, bear ir patientty, and with sr 
leart like thyfelf 

FirlV, I fend you all the thanks which my 
leart can conceive,, or my wdl-ds-can rehearfe^ 
fiu* your many travails, and care taken for 
me ; which, though they have not taken ef- 
fcft, as you wiftied, yet my debt to you is not 
^e Ms ; but pay it I never fhall in this^ 
world. 

Secondly, I befeech^ you,, for the love you 
lore me living, da BOt hide yourfelf ntany 
days, but,. By yoiw travels, feek to help your 
M&f^table: fortunes^- and the light of your poor 
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child. Thy moorning cannot avail me, I am^ 
bat duil. 

Thirdly, you. (hall underftand that my land 
was conveyed,, bona fide,, to my child. The: 
writings wese drawn at Midfummer was 
twelve month» ;; my honeft couiia Brett cai» 
teflify (o mttch> and Dolberry too. can remem- 
ber fomewhat Uierein : and, I trad my blood: 
will quench their malice that have cruelly 
murdered me;, and, that they will not (eek. 
alfb to kill thee and thine with extreme po- 
verty. 

To what friend to dtre£l thee I know noc». 
fbr all mine have left me in the true time of 
trial ; and I perceive that my death was deter« 
mined from the firil day» Moil forry I am^ 
God knows, that, being thus furprized with, 
death, I can leave you- in no becter ellate i 
God is my witnefs I meant you all my office 
of wines, or all that I could have purchaied 
by felling it, half my fluflT,. and all my jewels,, 
but (bme one for the boy ; but God h%th pre-*- 
vented all mf refo^ations : that gneat God thafe 
ruleth all in all : but, if you can live free 
fiom want, care for no more, the reft is but 
vanity. Love God, and begin betimes to re- 
ppfe your&lf npon him; and therein you Alalia 
find trne and lafting riehes, and endleis com«- 
fort : fbr the red, wl^en ypu have travelled andi 
wearied yoi|r thoM;hts ovei> all forts of worldly ^ 
cogitations, you $all but Gl down by forrot^ 
io the end. 'I'eaqh your fpn alfo to. love ao^ 
fcarr Qpji,, wMlfc i4 1^ jjet young, tliat thp: 
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fear of God may ^w with him ; and then 
God will be a hufband to you, and a father 
to him ; a hufband and a father which cannot 
be taken from you. 

- Bailey owcth me two handfed pounds, and 
Adrian fix hundred pounds, in Jerfey. I alfa 
have much owing me befides. The arrearages 
of the wines will pay youc debts : and, how- 
focver you do, for my (bul's fake, pay all poor 
men. When I am gone, no doubt but you 
ifaall be Ibtt^ht to, for the world thinks that 
I was very rich. But take heed of the pre- 
tences of men and their affedHons, for they 
hik not but in honed and worthy men ; and 
no greater miferycan befal you in this !tf<i 
than to become a prey, and afterwards to be 
defpifed. I fpeak not this, God knows, to 
difTuade you from marriage, for it will be beft 
for you both in refpe6l of the world and of 
God. As for me, I am no more yours, nor 
you mine; Death hath cut us afunder j and 
God hath divided me from the' world, and 
you from me. Remember your poor child for 
his father's fake, who chofe you, and ioved 
you in his happiefl times. 

Get thofe letcers, if it be poffible, which I 
writ to the lords, wherein I fucd fbr my life- 
God is my witnefs, it waf for you and vours 
that I doff red life ; but it is true that l dif. 
dained myfelf for begging of it : for know it, 
my dear wife, that your ion is the ion of a true 
many and who, in his own refpeft, defpifeth 
tleath and all his miihapen and ugly forms. I 
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cannot write much. God, he knows how 
hardly [ ileal this time while others fleep^ and 
it is alfo time that I ihould reparatemy thoughts 
from the world. 

Beg my deaH body, which living was denied 
(hee ; and either lay it at Shjsr borne, (and, if 
the land continue) or in £xeter*charch, by 
my father and imxher^ 

J can fay no more, time and death call me 
away. The everlafting, powerful infinite, 
and omnipotent God ; that almighty God^ 
who is goodnefs itfelf, the true life and tf'ue 
light, keep thee and thine ;. have mercy on 
me, and, teach me to. forgive my periecators 
and accufers, and fei^d us to meet in his glo- 
rious kingdom. My dear wife /arewel. Blefs 
my poor boy. Pray .for me, and let my good 
"God hold yoo both in his ar ms« 

Written with the dying hand of fbrnetimes 
thy hufbandy bunaowy alas! overthrown, 

WA{iT£R RaLETGH* 

■w ' ' ' 

A gentleman, who writes the hi&ory of 
Raleigh's life, informs us. That, coming from 
Ireland, and being equipped in a very good 
habit, which it feems was the greateft part of 
bis edate (and which, he well obferves, is 
one of the beA means of introducing a roah 
into the- world whofe worth is unknown) as 
the queen was walking in the park, and com* 
ing to a watry place, where fhe found fonie 
difficulty to get over, Sir Walter immediately 
pulled oS a new plufh coat he had on^ and 
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laid it down lor her majeilyto tread on;; whiclb 
the queen was extremely pleafed with, and 
foon after took occaiion to reqaite. 

To fach lucky accidents fome times do men 
owe their fucceis. The greateft merit is often 
defeated by a kind of criminal modefty, or a/ 
want of opportunity to difcover itfelf r while 
the forward and bold, though the moft empty 
worth lefs things in nature, often arrive at the 
^igheft preferments i but this was not ' the 
cafe of Sir Walter. H:e was a eentleman of a 
good prefence,. handfome, and well propor- 
tioned ; had a ftcong and natural wit, and x 
better judgment;- a voluble tongue, and good 
addrefs ; and to thefe he had added a general ^ 
learning, being an indefatigable reader, even 
while engaged in the fervice by fea or land ; 
and a great obierver of men and times. 

His motto, fays the writer of hi3 li£e,, was,. 
TatHr'^Marti ,quam Mercnrio ;. though: we find 
ft in Collier to be, Either die nobly, or live 
J^onourably. 

Five hours he u(ed to fietp, four he read^ 
two he fpent in dtfcourfe, and t^e reft he al- 
lotted for buiine(«.. There was not an expert 
Ibldier or feaman but he confulted ; no valua- 
ble treatife of navigation,, whether printed or 
0ianuicript, but he read : obierving that there 
was nothing of greater confequence, for the- 
advancement of learning, than the finding 
out the plaineft and moft compendious way 
of knowing and teaching things in every fci- 
tnce» 

During; 
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Dunns his confinement in the Tower, he 
compofed that excellent work,^ endttled. The 
Hiflory of the World ; from whence, indeed,, 
the charader of this gentleman may be be^ 
collected, every maa oeing beft known by his 
works. 

On his return to England, after his laft ex«- 
pedition, not doubting but that he (hould be 
made a facrifice to the Spaniard, he ient fos 
Mr. Burre, who^ had printed his firfl; volume 
Df The Hiftory of the World, and aflced hin^ 
how it fold. Eurre anfwered. It fold fo flowly 
h had undone him ; which it ieems was falfe. 
Wherenpoa Sir Waltei took the other part,, 
which was unpvrnted, out of his defk,. and 
^ghing ^id, ^^ Ah I my friend, hath the firUt 
part undone tbee ? The fecond volume fiiall 
undo no more; this ungrateful world . is uiw 
worthy of it : and immediately threw it into 
^e fire, and iet his foot upoa it till it wa» 
confumed^ • 

fiefides his Hiftory of the World, he wrote 
9, treatiie called. The Cabinet Council ; con* 
^ning the arts of government : An Accurate 
Accpi^nt of his Catholic Majeily's power and 
Riches : The Rife and Ruin of the Saracen 
Empire : A Treatife of Mines and Minerals : 
The Prerogatives of Parliaments : another 
treatife, entitled, InHrudions to his Son and 
his Pofterity ; and feveral fpcechcs and argu* 
ments in feveral parliaments. ^ 
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His body was interred in the chancel of St. 
Margaret's church, Weflminfter ; but his head 
was long preferved in a cafe by his widow, 
who furvived-him twenty years. 

In a word. Sir Walter Raleigh feU« in the 
fixty-fixth year of his age, a facrifice to a con- 
temptible adminiflratiooj and the refentnent 
of a mean prince: a man of fo great abilities, 
that neither that nor the preceding reign pro- 
duced his equal. His charader was a combi- 
nation of aJmoft every eminent quality : he 
was the foldier, ftatefman, and (choIar» united ; 
and, had he lived with the heroes of antiquity, 
Jie would have made a jufl parallel to Csefar 
and Xenophon, like them being mafter of tht 
fword and the pen. So that he was enabled, 
as a poet beautifully exprefles it, to enrich the 
.world with his prifon- hours. 

As the ientence of Raleigh blackens but his 
Jdng» fo his memory will be ever dear to the 
lovers of learning, and of their country ; 
and, tho' he makes not a very great figure as 
a poet, having buine& of greater importance 
continually upon his hands;, yet it would be 
an unpardonable negligence not to mention 
him in that charad^er. 

We (ball clofe this article with a fpecimen 
of Sir Walter's poetry in a piece called. The 
yiiion of the Fairy Queen* 

Methought 
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Methought 1 faw the grave where Laura lay. 

Within that temple where the veftal flame 
Was wont to burn ; and paifing by that way. 

To fee that bury'd duft of livme fame, 
Wbofe tomb fair Love iand fairer Virtue kept, 

All faddenly I faw the Fairy Queen ; 
At whole approach the fouT of Petrarch wept. 

And, from henceforth, thofe graces were, 
fiot&en; 
For they this queen attended ; in who/e ilead 

Oblivion laid him down in Laura's hearfe : 
Hereat the hardeft ilones were feen to bleed. 

And groans of bur^y'd ghods the heavens did 
piepce; 
Where Hornet's fpright did tremble all for 
grief, 

And ctirsM tb' accefs of that coeledial thief. 
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Ti^i LIFE OF 

Ben. Johnson. 

BEN. J o H N 8 o K, fo tamous for being one 
of the fathers of the EngliOl ftage, in 
dramatic poetry* was the fruit of a pofthamous 
birth» and came into the world abotat a month 
after the death of his father. Being born in 
Weftminfter, he was put to a private fchool in 
ih9 church of St. liffetrtin's in the fields ; but' 
removed thence, at a proper age, to that of 
the royal foondaticm, where Camden became 
his mailer. As his father was a gentleman and 
aclergyman, this ftep feems to have been takeh 
in the view of breeding hira to the church. 
But the widow bfeing left in narrow circum- 
ftances, thought fit not to refufe an ofier of mar- 
riage, which was made to her by^ a bricklayer; 
and, after her ion had condnved Cdtne years at 
Weftmiafter -fchool, and made an extraordina- 
ry progrefs in ^clafitcal learning, ihe took him 
away^ and obliged him to work under his 
Hep- father. 

This was nipping die firftip^gof his dawn- 
ing hopes in the bud ; his ipirit was not of a' 
temper to take the bent of fo mortifying a 
change. In the depth of his refentment, he 
left humother} and enliftinghimfelf afoldier, 

wa« 
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was carried to the Englifli army, then engaged 
^gainft the Spaniards in the Netherlands* 
Here he acquifed a- degree of military glory, 
which rarely falls to the lot of a common man 
ia that profeffion. In an encounter with a 
iinele man of the enemy, he flew his opfx>rf&nt; 
and dripping him, carried off* the ^ils in the 
view of both armies. 

Upon his return home, he followed the bent 
of his inclination ; and refuming his ftudies* 
went td St. John's college in Cambridge. 
But here he had foon the misfortuhe to under* 
o a (econd. mortificatioo. The (hortnefs of 
is purfe not fupplying him with the decent 
conreniencies of a learned eale, he found him- 
felf under a neceflity of quitting the feat of 
the mufes, after a (hort flay there. In this ex- 
>igence he took a coarfe, not uncommon to 
peribas of fach a genius cunder the like 
diilrefs. He applied to the play-houfes, and 
was admitted into an obfcure one, called the 
Green Certain, in the neighbourhood of Shore** 
ditch and Clerkenwell. He had not been 
long in this f(ation, when» not conteRting him* 
61f with the bufinefs of an ador only, he 
took up his pen, and wsrote fome pieces for 
Ae ftage. But his performances either way 
did no cnedit to his genius. 

During his continuance in this humble fta* 

tion, he bad a quarrel widi one of the players ; 

who fending him a challenge, there enfned a 

'^^el, wherein Johnfon kilTed his adverfary* 

this offence being, throwa into priibn,. 

under 
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under that misfortune, his Q>int, was funk- 
into fucb a degree of melancholy, that he 
became a fit ob}e£l to be fubdued by thv 
crafty attacks of a popifh pricft ; who, offici- 
oufly viiiting him in his confinement, prevailed 
upon him to renounce the do6irine he was 
bred in, and become a Roman catholic, and 
he remained twelve 'years within the pale of 
that church. But hot long after this change 
in his religious condition, he alio made a 
change in his civil one, and took to himfelf a 
wife, having firfb obtained his releafement from 
prifott. His fpirit revived with his liberty ; 
and, maogre all the difcoaragements he met 
with, he went on digging in the poetic mine» 
and, by dint of unparalleled indudry, improved 
his genius fo much, that at length he produced 
a play; which having the good fortune to fall 
into the hands of Shakefpear, that humane 
good-natured bard, refolving to do full juflice 
to its merit, brought it upon the ftage, where 
he was a manager, and aded a part m it him* 
felf. 

Thus encouraged, his genius ripened apace, 
and his comedy, intitled, Every Man in his 
Humour, made its appearance on the fame 
flage in 1598. This was followed the next 
year by Every Man out of his Humour. And 
he continued, in like manner, to furni(h a 
new play every year, till he was called off by ' 
the mafques and entertainments made for the ' 
reception of king James I. on his acceffion to 
the throne of England. He was continually 

retained 
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retained in this employ, on all occaiions, du- 
ring his whole life afterward. 

But thefc (lighter efforts of his mufe did not 
wholly occupy his genius. Both inclination 
and ambition concurred in prompting him to 
the graver and weightier works of the drama. 
Accordingly, in 1605, came out his comedy of 
Volpone, or the Fox ; which being wholly 
iiniflied in the fpace of five weeks, did not 
hinder him from indulging the fourneis of his* 
temper, in a fatirical comedy, called, Eadward • 
Hoe, written about '^this time a^ainft the 
Scotch nation. In this piece of intempe- 
rance. Chapman and MarAon were his coad<^ 
jutors ; and they were all three committed to 
prifon, and brought in danger of lofing 
their ears and nofes in the pillory ; but, how- . 
ever, had the good fortune to obtain a par- 
don. 

To repair this fault, Johnfon facrificed both 
his time and his mufe, almoft intirely, to gra- 
tify the talleof the court in-mafques, for fome 
years ; fo that his next play did not make its 
appearance till 1609. But he made fome 
amends for the length of this interval, by the 
perfeQion of the piece, which he intitled,. 
Epicene, or the Silent Woman ; this being ge- 
nerally efieemed the mod exad and finiflied. 
comedy that our nation hath produced. And> 
the next year he brought forth The Alche-. 
mifl, one of the beft of his comedies ; but 
that was followed the enfuing year, 16 1 1 , by. 
the word of hb tragedies, intitled Gataline, 

Vol. V. E In 
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In 1613 our author took a toar tc»^ Pari 9, 
where he was admitted to an interview and 
converfation with cardinal Perron» whom he 
treated ^hh. all that fraoknefs and blantneft 
which was Co much his nature* It was about 
_ iihit time that he commenced a quarrel with 
Inigo Jones, whom he ^therefore made the 
fubje£^ of his ridicule^ in his next comedy^ 
x:aned Bartholomew-nFair, adted in 16 14, 
That was fucceedcd by The DeviPs an Afs, 
in 1616. This year he publiihed his works' 
in One folio volume ; and the poet-laureat's 
falary, of an hundred marks per annum, was. 
letded upon him ibr Jife, by king James L 
die fame year. * 

Crowned With thcfe honours by his prince, 
lie faw the moil diftineuiihed wits of his time 
-crowding his train and courting his acquain- 
tance. And, in that fpirit, he was invited 
to Chrift-Church in Oxford, by Dr. Corbet^ 
then fcnior-ftudent of that college. Our poet 
gladly accepted the invitation; and, having 
pafled fome time in cultivating his mufe ia 
that delightful feat, he received an additional 
atteflation of his merit from the univeriity, 
who prefented him with the honorary degree 
of mailer of arts, at ibead in i6ip. ^ On the 
^eath of the laureat, Samuel Daniel, in O^o- 
ber following, Johufon fucceeded to that pof^, 
the duty of which had been ^chiefly performed 
by him along time before* 
' The year had not yet exfured, when our 
«ow crowned laurcat took a tou^to Scotland, 

' on 



ospofpoie to vi£t « favoarite btother*poet, 
Mr.J[>riiminond of Hawdiomdeii iiv thatGOnn*' 
try. He paf!ed Tome montln vidtk tbis ingenious 
ftiend, to- whom Ite opened his heart with a- 
moft aureferved freedom and confidence, the 
fweeteft gift of friendship. Oar author wa^ 
ipueh pleafed'with the adventoret af this jour-' 
Hey, andc celebrated them in t particalaf^ 
poem 5 whi<!h, with feveral more 0f his pi>o- 
dudidns^ being acrident^ly- bamti abOnt two 
or three ^^ears afkerwards^ that Ipk drew from 
him a poem, which he called. An Execration 
upoaVdcaa. He fcems to have let no yeai^ 
pais without the amufemeht of writing fomo 
t)f thefe (mailer pieces. And thofe, with the 
maf(|ues» which the ofHce of poet-iaui^at theti 
particularly called for every Chriilmais, filled* 
up the interval to^ the year 162 c ; when^ his 
comedy, intiiledy . The Staple of News, ap« 
peared upoa the ftiage. Not long aftorwjlrds- 
he fell into an ill ilate of health, which, how- 
ever, did not hinder th&difcharfe of his dilty 
at court; And he found time alfo to gratify- 
the more; agreeable exercife of play^vriting^; 
f<»), in 162^ he brought onetitercpihQdyy' 
called. The New Inn, ot the light Heart, 
to the Uieatre. But her« hts adurer&ries pre-^ 
vsdledover him-; the pliiy- was M§hit out oP 
the houfe on its firft appearance there,* -atid' 
our laureat had recourfe to his pride for a re- 
venge, which didiaced am ode to himfelf,'threat- 
ning ,ta leave the £age* This oeconon^v hav- 
Kig reduced his £nances to a^lowebg, liie 

£ 2 kin)^ 
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kinggradottfly fent bim a purfe o£ an handred 
pounds. That goodnefs was properly, and in 
chara^r repaid' by an. epigram,. addre£ed .to 
his royal bene&i^dir, which, for ibme fpedal 
reafons, is inferted here. 

Great Charles, among the holy gifts of grace. 

Annexed to ihy perion and thy jSace^ 

'Tis noit enou^ (thy piety is Aich) 

To cure the palled king'srevilwith a touch. 

But thoo wilt yet a kingly maft'fy try. 

To cure the poet's cviU pioverity : 

And in thefe cares doii to xhyfelf enlarge, 

As thou dpft cure oar evil at thy charge. . 

Nay, and ia this tbou (hew'ft to' value more^ 

€)ne poet, than of other folks tien icore. 

O piety ! fo to weigh the poor's eilates, 

O bounty ! fo to di&rence the rates. 

What can the poet wiQi his king may do, . 

But that he cure the people's evil too ? 

But his majefiy's munificence did not flop 
here ; he augmented the laureat's falary of 
an hundred marks, to an hundred pounds a 
year, together with the addition of a tierce of 
canary wine ; which peniion has been conti- • 
nued to his fucceifors in that. office. evei: fince. 
Our poet drew up a petition for this favour, in 
the following form : ( 

The humble pedtion of poor Ben, 
To th'beft of monarchsi maftcn, men, 
King Charles. 

Doth 
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Doth moft humbly fiiew it, 
To your roajefly, youf poet : 
That whereas your royal father 
James the bleffed, pleafedthe rather. 
Of his fpecial grace to letters. 
To make all the niufes'clcbtors 
To his boui»ty : by extenfion 
Of a free poetic pcnfion, 
A large hundred marks amiuity, 
To be given mc in gratuity, 
For done fervicc,?ind' to come: 
And that this fo accejucd futri ; ' 
Or difpenfed in books or bread, 
' ( For on both the 111 ufe was fed) 
Hath drawn on me from the times. 
All the envy of the rhime>, 
And the ratling pit-pat noife 
Of the Icfs poetic boy«i * 
When their |)ot-gnns aim to hit, 
With their Ipcllcts of fmalf wit. 
Parts of one (they judg'd) * decayed, 
Bat welaft-put flill unlay*d. 
Pleafe your majcfty to make, 
Of your grace, for goodnefs* fake, 
Thofe your father's marks your pounds ; 
Let their fpite (which now abounds) 
Then go on, and do its worft. 
This would all thei^ envy burft : 
And' ib warm the poet's tongue, 
You'll read a fnake in his next fbng. 

King Charles the firft^s perfbnal chara^er 
makes it no improbable fuppoiition, that thefe 

E 3 afts 
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a£ls of favour might be in fome meafure the 
efFeds of his companion for this fervant, vrho 
began now to finfi: into a viiible decay both 
of body a^d mind. 'Tis true, we have 
two comedies wrote by him afterwards ; but 
they are fuchy as hath not been unfitly called 
his dotdge ) and he found himfelf under a tie- 
ceHity of abfolutely laying down his pen foon 
alter the year 1634. 

HU ^iforder was the pal(ey^ which ptrt a 
period to hfislifein Aaguft 16379 in the fbtty- 
third year of his age* He was interred tl^ree 
days afterwards in Weftminlier Abbey, at^the 
north-weft end, near the belfrcy. Ovcr^his 
grave was laid a common pavement-done, 
with this laconic infcription, O rare Ben. 
Johnfon* , Jt was done at the expence of Mr. 
(afteiwards Sir) John Young, of Great-Mil- 
ton in Oxfoedihii-e.. Bat a much better mo • 
nument was rai&d to his ntemory Bx mcmths 
afterwards, when there came out .a coUe^on 
of elegies and poems, intitled^ J^ohafonicus 
\ferbius : or, the . Memory of Bca. Johi^fon 
revived b,y the Friends of the Mufes, And 
prefently after, theie was a defign fet on fbot 
to eteft a marble .monument with his davue, 
• and a confiderable fum^f moncfy Va« collected 
for the porpqie ; but the breaking <)ut of the 
febellipn prevented the carrying it into execu- 
tion, an^ the money was returned. The baft, 
in bas^relieve, with the former infcription 
under it, that i& now ^xed to the wall in the 
Poets Corner^ near the fouth-eaft entrance in- 
to 
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to the abbey, was iet up by that great patroa 
of learning, the fecond earl of Oxford^ oJF.th^- 
Harley family. . / ; 

As to our poet's own family, it became, ex- 
$in£l in him, for he furvived all his'childreni 
As to his peribn and chara&er, if we may de- 
pend on his own defcription, his. body was- 
large, corpulent, and bulky, and his counte-i> 
nance hard and rocky ; fo that his iigure greats 
1y refembled that of Sir John Faliiafi; and 
confequently could not be, much lafs apt. to 
raife laughter. Nor vva» the call pf his tem^ 
per and natural difpo^cion at all mxxre reijpec^ 
Cable« as reprefentea by his friend Mr, Dram-r 
mond, who obferres him to be *\A great 
lover andpraifer of himfelf ; a contemaer and 
fcorner of others ; chufing rather to lofe his 
friend than Ms jeft ; jealous of every word 
and adlion of thofe about him» -efpecially . af« 
ter drink, which was one of. the elements ia 
l^hich he lived; a diHembler of the partft 
which reigned in hipi | a bragger of fome 
good that he wanted ; be thought .nothing 
right, but what either him/elf or ibme of hi$ 
friends had (aid or done. He was palHonately 
kind and angry ; carelefs eithex to <gai{i .or 
keep; vindi<^ive, but if he was well anlwered, 
greatly Ihag lined ; interpneting the beft fayr 
logs and deeds oftea to the wor(L He was for 
any religion, being verfed in both ; oppreiTed 
with fancy, which over- mattered his teafon g 
a general diieafe among t)>e poets." He. ha.4 
.a rery ftl-ong memory ; for he tells us himfelf 

£ 4 in 
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!n his Dircoveries, that in his youth he could 
have repeated whole books that he had rea'd, 
and poems of fome {c\t&. friends, which he 
^thought worth charging his memory with. 

As to his genius, the charaQer of it, in re- 
rpefl to dramatic poetry, has been already 
touched upon. To whieh mull be added Mr. 
Pope's remark, tlftir, ** When our author got 
poitefEon of the ftage, he brought critical 
learning into' vogue ; and that this was not 
done without difBculty, which appears from 
thofe f equent lefTons (and indeed almoft de- 
clamations) which he wis forced" to prefix to 
his firft plays, and put into the motrths of his 
a6Vors, the grex, chorus, Scc^ to remove the 
prejudices and reform the jtidgment of his 
heaiTers. 'Tilt then the Engliu authors bad 
no thoughts of writing upon the model of the 
ancients : their tragedies were only hiflories 
in dii^logue, and their comedies followed the 
thread of any novel as they found it, no Icfs 
implicitly than if it hid been true hiftory.*' 

fien. Johnfon appears- to have had no nice 
ear for poetry ; however j Mr. Drummond de- 
clares that his inventions were fmooth and 
eafy. He does not appear to have had much 
conception of thoie breaks and refts, or of 
adaptingfthe found of his verfe to the fenfe, 
which are the chief beauties of our beft and 
modern poets. *ris univerfally agreed, with 
his lad- mentioned friend, that trandation or 
imitation was his mod diftinguiihed talent, 
wherein he excelled all his contemporaries ; 

afld 






BEN- J^OHNSON. ^t 

tnd befides his new-forming our drama aftes' 
the ancient models, he gave us the firil Pin- 
daric ode in the Bnglifli language that has a 
j aft claim to that title. .' • 

' After the edition of his works already Qien* 
tionedy they were reprinted in 171 6, in fix 
volames o^avo ; arid anot^^ edition has been 
lately printed iii 1756,'. feven vblirtrts ^odt^O/ 
with feme notes and additions by F. Whalley* 
late fellow of "St. John's college in Oxibrd | 
who bath likewise- inferted «jMi^^nibi»^id comedy^ 
inticledt The Cafe is Aker'd, not in any for-^ 
mer editioB^ And fince thb laA editor de« 
cUres, he fiioold n^ have omitted our author's 
Teries, prefixed to May's tranilation of Lucan, 
had they come to hishand^ in tinrey we have 
thopght proper bo( to conclude- this mezpoiry 
without infertinga copy ot thofe verfes, 






To my choTen friend. 

The learned tjraoflaior of Lucati, 

Thomas. May, £iq; 

When, Rome, 1 read' thee» in thy .mighty pair. 
And fee both climbiae^up the tiippieiry itair 
Of fortane'j) wheel,' by Lucatt driven abiont. 
And the world in it> . I began tcii lloubt. 
At every line ibme pin.thoeof fhdold flack • 
At lead, if not the general engine crack ; 

.It when again I view the parts fo poiz'd 

ad thofe in number fb, and meafure rais'd^ 

3 neither Pompey'i popularity, 

^r's ambiiioa> Cato's liberty, 

E J Caln^ 
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K^ep du^. prOip^)3tig«) in tkt ^fi»pk iEbng, 
tt makje<^ inf» raviih!d. with jvft wonder^ ci7« . 
What mufcy or rather god of harmooy; 
T«oglu Lttcsm thefe trjae id^si R^>fiesfn/ 

^hat gods but tliofe m arts aad eloquence ? 
]J^Jkg6|>m6 And Hermes?, they whofe tongue oi^ 
pen, 
ft^U th' interpreterB 'twixt gods and men^ 
\m who hath'thein interpristed, andhroughty 
•ttican's whole fr^aans unto tt8» andTa wjtongh% 
As not the finaUc£k joints x>t gentleil inrordy 
In th« great mo&i or mad^, there is fUrr'd. 
I'he £w fame genius* ^ tne wcvk wili iay^ 
The .fiw tranfb^ed^ or the^fonrof May. 

Your true frieAd to judgment, 

B&N. JOHNSON* 

Thete h teaibn to be&erc that he had a de- 
fign to write an epic poeia» and wais to call it 
Chrologia, or "the \Vorthies of his country, all 
I9 <couplets, as he. <ietdled all -other jiuine. 
It i».liKewi& faid> that jie.»6lflally woote a di& 
cpiurfe on poetry^ both .agdnft Qampion asii 
Daniei» ci^iicialljr.tbe laft^ whiale he proved 
couplets »6 be the Ikeftibrt of verfes* 
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The life of 



SirFbancis Bacon. 



FRANCIS BACON was the youngcft 
fim of Sir Nicholas Bacon, 16rd-keeper» 
and afterwards lord high- chancel lor, in the 
reign of queen Eiizabeth, by his fecond wife^ 
who was daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, 
preceptor to Edward VI. Sir Nicholas ap* 
pears to ha<re been a.man of wit as "well as in<» 
tegrity and learning; for, when the queen, 
in a vi£t to him at his /eat in Hertford (hire, 
told him, ihe thought his houfe too little for 
lum ; *^ No, madam," replied he, ** but your 
m^e&y has made me too great ior my houfe." 
And his lady too was a woman of great learn* 
ifig, having tranflated from the Latin biOiop 
Jewel's Apology for the Church of England. 

Their youngeft ion, Francis* was oorn ait 
York-houfe, in the Strand, on the twenty-fe- 
cond of Janoary, 1561 ; the brightnefs of 
whole parts began early to appear : infomuch~ 
that queen Elizabeth herfelf, while he was but 
a boy, took a particular delight in trying him 
with queftions ; and received fo much fatif-^ 
^idtion from the good fenie and manlinefs of 
his anfwers, that (be was wont to call him, in 
mirth, her young lord-keeper. Among otliers* 
ihe having one day aiked him, how old he 

£ $ was$ 
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was ; he anfwercd readily, " Juft two years 
younger than your xnajcfty's happy reign." v 

His proficiency in. learning was To rapid, 
that, in the twelfth year of his age, he wat 
entered a ftudent of Trinity- college, Cam* 
bridge ; and went -through all his courses 
there by the time he wai fixteen ; when his 
father Tent him to Paris, and recommended him 
to Sir Amias Powlet, then the queen's ambaC- 
fador in Fiance, who took particular notice of 
him. 

Whilft abroad, he did not fpend his time, 
as our young gentlemen ufually do, in learn* 
ing the vices^ fopperies, and follies of foreign* 
ers ; but in ftudying their conftitution of go- 
vernment and manners, and the char^flers and 
views of their princes and minifters ; and, in 
the nineteenth year of his aee, he wrote a pa- 
per of obfervatioDS on the then general date 
of Europe, which is iliU extant among hh 
works. 

On the twentieth of February, 157$, onr 
young gentleman's father, Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
died, after having held the feals as keeper, or 
chancellor, for twenty years; but, as queen 
Elizabeth's reign was more remarkable for her 
miniflcrs gaining honour than for their gaining 
riches, he left hU f()i^ Francis, who was the 
younge& -of five, but^ very fmall fortune ; 
to that he was obliged to betake himfelf to the 
profeffion of the law for a fubfiftence: for 
which purpofe he entered himfelf of Gray's* 
Inn, and foon became fo eminent in that pro- 

fe£iOB» 
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feffion, thaty at the age of twenty- eight> he 
was appointed by queen Elizabeth her learned 
council extraordinary. 

As Sir William Cecil, lord-treafurer to 
qneen Klizabetb, afterwards lord Burleigh» 
had married dur young gentleman's aunt, or 
mother's fifler, he frequently applied to him 
for ibme place of credit and (ervice in the 
ftate ; but Sir William never got any thing for 
him, except the reverfion of the office of re- 
gifier to the Star- chamber, theti reckoned 
worth one thoufand fix hundred pounds a year» 
which did not fall to him till near twenty 
years afterwards ; and, as )ie probably thought 
himfelf negle£led By his uncle, he attached 
himfelf ftrongly to the earl of Edex ; which 
of courle made his uncle, and alio his coulin, 
Sir Jlobert Cecil, his enemy; for, when 
the earl, a little before his fall, warmly fol« 
licited his being made follicitor-general* it 
was oppofed by nis coufin, Sir Robert, who 
reprefented him to the queen as a man of 
mere fpeculation, and more likely to di(lra£l 
her affairs than to ferve her ufefully and with 
judgment: and, ^s the .earl found he could 
not ierve him in this way, he gave him a re? 
compence out of his own eftate, by making 
him a prefent of Twiteoham-park andjts gar- 
den of paradife. '* 

Upon this unfortunate nobledian's fell, Mr, 
Bacon, as one of the queen's council, was 
employed by the crown, along with Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, the attorney-general, to manage 

th^ 
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dit trial againfl Jiik lordihip; and aoiUtibii 
got (b far tne better of his gratitude, tkat he. 
not only accepted of the employ men t» but« ' 
after the earPs exccation, he, at the defire of 
the minifters, wrote and publilhed that4)iece» 
ftill extant among his works, entitled, A 
Declaration of the Treafon of Robert, earl of 
Eflex. 

This quite ruined him in the pablic efteem^ 
which was probably the defign of the mini- 
flers, and perhaps did him no fervice in the 
Opinion of^his iovereign ; but fuch was^ the 
brightnefs of his parts, that he foon re60vere4 
both in the next rdgn ; for he was knighted 
by king James I. foon after his accemon 9 
in 1607, he was ngiade (bllicitor-general ; and^ 
in 161 3,' when he was made attorney-gener^^ 
his chara^er with the public was (b well re« 
eilablifhed, that^ upon a queHion in the houfe 
of commons, whether the attorney-general 
could be a member of the hode, as he was an 
officer who was obliged to attend upon the 
other; the qneftion was carried in the affirma- 
tive^ out of a particular regard to him ; and 
it was therefore declared that it ihould be no* 
precedent. 

With reeard to politics. Sir Francis Bacoa 
appears to h&ve -been a mere tipie-ferver, an 
humble foitor to every minifier he thought up- 
ptrtnQ^f and his profecutor as foon as down, 
nis bfehaviour towards the earl (^ Eflex we 
have already feen. After that earl's death, he 
attached himfelf to his coufiut Sir Robert 

Cecil, 
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CedU fecreuiy of fUte, and afterwards carl 
of Salifinuy/uiough he knew him to be pri^ 
^tely no Xfnt friend ; and, accordingly, da- 
ring his life, he never rofe higher than to be 
follicilor-geHeral. He then made his court to 
the earl o^ SomerTet, who had become a fa- 
vourite, and was created viicount Rocheftec* 
Juft before the death of Sali(bury ; and by hi) 
jneans it probably was that Sir Francis was 
fliade attorney •general ; a place then worth 
iix hundred pounds a year, as he himfelf ac- 
knowledged. 

Upon Someriet's fall, ^r Francis Bacon^ 
t^en attorney-general, became one of his chief 
{H-ofecutors ; and, from that time, began to 
make his court to Villiers, afterwards duke of 
Buckingham ; to whom he was fo fabierrienti^ 
that he fubmitted to be a ibrt of fleward for 
xhofe great eftates beftowed up^n this young 
"favourite by dieking. However, it appears 
from his letters, and other writings, that he 
generally gave good advice to his patrons ; 
but, when he found that they would not fol- 
low his, he was scady to follow theirs without 
referve ; though it does not appear that he 
was any way concerned in the treafonable prac* 
tioes or the earl of Eilex ; which was, perhaps^ 
more owine to his want of courage than his 
wantof aim>ition. . 

As Sir Francb waa extremelv fubmiffive, 
and often uieful to his patrons ; k> he was di- 
ligent, and but-too ready to ufe any meansy 
for getting Xbc better of thofe be thought his 

rival* i 
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VivaU ; as appeared upon the refignadon' of 
the old lord-chancellor Egerton in 1617. The 
feals he was highly ambitious of; and, as he* 
looked upon Sir Edward Coke as his rival, 
he took care to reprefent him to the king and 
Buckingham, as one who abounded in his 
Qwn fenfb, and who, by an affedtation of po- 
pularity,* was likely to court the good will of 
the people at the hazard of the prerogative^ 
In this he was the more eafily believed, as^ Sir 
Edward had been but the year before chief- 
juflice, becauie the mimllers found him not fo 
dndlile as they inclined be (hould. 

Accordingly the (eals were delivered to Sir 
Francis, with the title of lord-keeper ; and, 
as Buckingham found him ready to put the 
feals to every patent, and every thing he de- 
fired, he got him created lord>high-cbanceUor 
of England, and baron of Yerulam, in 16 19 ; 
and, uie year following, vifcoont of St. Al* 
bans. 

How ihort- lived do we often find human^ 
greatnefs ! In 162 1, Icing James was forced' ^ 
to call a parliament ; and, as the nation was ^F 
highly diiTatisfied with the condud both of - ^ 
£uckingham and the chancellor, the houfe of 
commons fet on foot a ftrid fcrutiny into the 
conda£l of both. Xing James wanted money 
fo much, tliat he could not di/Tolve them ; but, 
to divert them from the profecution of his fa- 
vourite, Buckingham, the monopolies and iVr 
legal patents were, all cancelled and recalled 
1by proclamation ; and the court penmtted, 

under- 
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under>hand, the profecutioa of the chancellor: 
In coniequence of which, he was impeached 
by the houfe of commons of corrupt practices, 
in-caufes depending before him, as chief judge 
of equity; fo entirely had he loft that great' 
charader, which, but ieven years before, he 
had among the commons, when he was made 
attorney-general. 

As the court thought that his condemnation 
and punifhment would fatisfy the commons, 
and divert them entirely from the profecution 
of Buckingham ; but were at the fame time 
afraid, that, if he appeared and .flood upon 
his defence, his eloquence, and what he had 
to offer agairifl the charge, might procure an 
acquittal, they commanded him not to appear 
in perfon, but to fend a confeflion of all he 
was accufed of to the houfe in writing ; which 
arbitrary command he was fo faint-hearted as 
to comply with, trufting to the king's promife, 
that he Ihould have a pardon, and a remlflion 
of his fine, together with a penfioh during 
life : and, upon his confefDon, he was fen- 
tencedto pav a fine of forty thoufand pounds, 
to be impriioned in the Tower during the 
king^s pleafure ; to be for ever incapable of 
any ofiice, place, or employment in the com* 
monwealth ; ^nd never to ut again in parlia- 
'inent, or come within the verge of the court. 

Thus this great man was made the fcape« 
goar, as it often happens, fo^ a higher crimi* 
sal ; and, though he had, in his life-time, 
got a great deal of money by his pofls and 

his 
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ing a great philoibpher and a learned man» at 
he had friends enough to have provided for 
him in fome fine-cure poft that would have 
fomilhed him a handfome fabiiilence, he might 
have lived, happily, and died with glory on- 
fullied ; but he affe^ed to be a ftatefman, and 
might indeed have been a ufeful- miniftcr to a 
great and wife prince ; but, as his lot was nn- 
oer a weak one, and, as he had not the refb* 
lution to adhere to the counfeb he gare, b^ 
lived in continual agonies, and died onder a 
public reproach. 

How common is it for men; even of the moft 
fliining talents, to miftake the true road to 
happinefs! 
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Thb life op 



George V i l l i e r s. • 

(Written by a courtier of thoTe times.) 

GEoRGB ViLLiERs, dukcf of Buck- 
ingham, was born in the year 15929 on 
the twentieth of Aagoft, at Brookeby in Lei- 
cederfliire, where his anceftors had chiefly 
continued about the fpace of four hundred 
years, rather without obicurity, than with any 
great luftre, after they had long before been 
leated at Kinalton in the county of Notting. 
haxn. He was the third fon of George Vil- 
liers, knight> and Mary, late counters of Buck- 
iagham, and daughter to Anthony Beaumont 
of Coleorton, Efq; names on either fide well 
known of ancient extradion. He was nur- 
tured where he had been born, in his firft ru. 
diments, till the years of ten ; and from thence 
Cent to Billtfden-fchool in the fame county, 
wherehe was taught the principles of muflc, and 
other flight literature, till the thirteenth of hia 
age ; at which time his father died. Then 
i beantifttl and provident mother (for thofe 
itttribates will not be denied her) took him 
Home to her houfe at Goodby, where fhe had 
un in eijpecial care ; fo as he was firft (as 

we 
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we may iky) a dpmellic favourite ; bat finding 
him (as it fhould feein) by nature little ftu« 
'^ious and conteip9f>l:4tlv^, (hti cKofe rather to 
endue him with converiive qualities and or- 
naments of" youth) as dancing, fencing, and 
the tike ^ not w^diaut aim. tl^, ^ pisrchanoe, 
"( though far off) at a courtier's life ; to which 
leflbns he had fuch a dextrous procliyityt as 
his tdacker* were fain to rclRhitt bis* fbrward- 
^efs ; to the end that his brothers, who were 
«nder tbe* iame tr^iningi might hoid pads with 
him. 

About the age of eighteen* he travdiedinto 
Fraiice, where he improved. Idmielf well in the 
language, for one that had fo little gramatical* 
. foundation : but more in the exercifes of. that ' 
npbility, for the fpace of three years, and ytt 
came home in his natoril pl%m, without af- 
fe£^ed £[>rras (the ordinary xlifeafe of travel- 
lers). After his return, he pafied again one 
whole year (as before) at Goodby, under the 
wing and counfels of his mother : and then 
was fomwd to become a fuitor at London to 
S'u: Rog^r A(]^toi\'^ dflu^^r^ a gentleman of 
the bed-chamber to i[.it^ James^ and mailer < 
of tJl^e robes. About tvhtch! time, he fell into, 
iijtrinfieal fociety with Sir John Greham, then 
one of the gentlemeti of his majefty^s privy- 
chamber: whoi I know not upon what la • ■ 
minaries he efpied in his faec^ diffuaded him 
from marriage,, aod gave him rather encou- 
ragement to woo.fortuop in court. 'N^Hiichr ad*- 
Vice funk well into hiifanqr fj fosr withinTome^ 
I while> 
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>hile, the king had tajcen opon certain glances 
(whereof the nrft was at Apthorpe, in a pro*- 
grefs) fuch liking of his ptr^n, that he re«. 
^Ived to mal^e hijii a onafter-pkeey and to- 
mould him> as it ^cte^ platoiucany to his 
^wn idea. Neither was hi^ majeily content^ 
MQaly to be tbe ax;chite6t of his fortjiine. withont!. 
potting his. gracious hm^, like^vife to fbnae 
part 0? the work itfelf. Infomuch as it.pleaT* 
xi him to defcend, and. to r avail %ia goodnefs 
even to the giving of his^ fbreiaid friends Sjbt' 
J[ohn Gxehaniy iecret diredions, how, and hf 
what degre<^ he (hould biiog Jim inTto ibvoqr. 
Bat this was quickly difgovered by 1iim» wIki 
was thenas yet in Cojmpotk&on ofthe king!f i 
lieart. For there is nothing more iHi^aiii^. 
nothing more jealqus than at/avotmo^, cTpe- 
xially towards the waining-|ijn« and &rped.of 
^tiety. So as many arts were ofed. to ^fcufi 
the beginning of n^ afie^lipn. AU whichi 
jiotwithftanding, -there was conveyed to Mr, 
Villiers an intioif tiqn of the king's plelTure to 
wait, and to be (won) his fervant; and ibortly 
after,, his cup-bearer at large ; and the fnm- 
mer following he wbb ad^u^ted into ordinary* 
After which tioie. favoiva came thick opoa 
him (liker main, iho\yers> ihan fprinkling 
drops or dews) for the next St. GoecM'ge-s-day 
iiewas knighted*, an^l mAfle gentleman. of the 
k^g's bedUchiimber; and the very &me day 
liad an annual peniion given him» for hia bet». 
terfupport;, of one. thottfand poanda^ out of. 
the court of wards. 

At 
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At New-yearVtide lii^owlng, ^ the king' 
chofe him mafta* of the horfe. After this he 
was inftailed of the moft noble order. And in 
6ie next Aoffuft he created him baron of 
Whaddon, and Tiicouot VilKers. In Jannarf 
of the (arae year, he was advanced earl of 
Buckingham, and fwtMii here of his majelly V 

gpvy-cottncil; as if* a favoorite wefe not fo 
efcJre. 

The March enfidng, he attended theking 
into Scotland, and was likewife fworn a conn- 
fellor in that kingdom; where he carried him- 
ftif with fingttlar fweetnefs of temper, as it 
behoved him, bein^ new in favour, and foe* 
ceeding one of their own, to ftudy a mode* 
rate ftile among thoie generous fpints. 

About New-year's-tide, after his return 
from thence, (for thofe beginnings of* years * 
were ^ry poopitious to him, as if kings did 
cfanfe remarkable days to inaugurate their fa- 
vours, diat they may appear ads as well of 
the times, as of the will) he was created- mar- 
quis of Buckingham, and made lord^dmiral 
of England; chief-juftice in eyre of all the' 
parks and forefts on the fouth fide of Trent ^^ 
mafter oi the King's-bench office, (none of 
the unprofitable gieces) ; head fteward of Weft« * 
minfter> anA^^iEiftableof Windfor-caftle. 

But thefe offices and dignities already re« 
hearied, and thoie of the like nature, which . 
fhall after be iet down in their place, wefe' 
but the fadttgs, or fringes, of his greatneis, 

in 
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in coroparifon ,of that trail which his moft 
gracioas mafter did caft upon him in the one- 
and-tv^ntieth year of his reign, .when ke- 
jnade him the chief concomitant of his 'heir 
apparent/ and only ion, Charles, prince of 
Wales, in a journey of much adventare, and 
which (to ihew the ilrength of his privacy^' 
had been i>efore not communicated with any 
other of his majelly's moft referred counfeilors 
at home, being carried with great clofenefs, 
JJA^er a buiineisof love than fiate; as it was in 
t^iiril intendment. 

They began their motion in the year 1613, 
on Tuefday the eighteenth of February, from 
the marqaiis his nouie of late ^ parchafe, at 
New Hall in £(Iex, fetdng oat with difguifed 
beards, and with borrowed names of Thomas and 
Jo^ Smiths I An4 then axte^ded with none» 
but Sir Richard Grfham, mafiier of tha-iiorfe 
to the iB^iufs^ . and ' of in\vard .truft about 
him. Wh^n they jNiiTed the river againil- 
Grarefend, for lack of filver, they were fain 
to five the ferry* man a piece of two^and -thir- 
ty fliilliiigs, w)iich. druck the poor fellow into ^ 
fiKh a* Uk^^t^z ipp4^^f»i that fo good geiv* 
tiem^p ihoul4|H):£Qii|g-(for fo he {afjpe^ed) 
j^x>ut ioii>q quarrel, beyond (ea, as he could 
AOit fprbear to acquaint- the^ officers of the tows 
widi what had befallen him, who fent prefently 
ho& for their day at RocheAer, ihrough which 
ry were pailed before any intelligence could . 
ivc. Qn. the J^row of th<; hill beyond that 
"jT, thej «fef 9 fomewhat perplexed by efpy- 
^^o^^ V.' ^ ' F ing 



9^ BRITISH PLUTARCtl. 

iog the French ambaflador,- with ihte lcrAg'"b 

coach, afM 6ther attjbrtdiiig h\in, tv!ii<*h mad^ 

tMeih batilk the. bfeifteii road,, afhd tcirfi pbft 

hackneys to leap hedges. > - .. .. -t 

At (Timfertswy; whither 4^nte%otfcc'(a$ ft 

ifhould fecTh) was re« oir befell, the inayor 6f 

^he town came himfelf to leiie dn thein, sk 

Ihey werfe taking fi%fii ht>rfes,*in a blunt nhmw 

ntr, alledging ferft a warrant to flop tfaeib> 

from the cornidl, next from Sir Lewt< Lewie- 

ner, mafter of the cerefaibtMes, tind laftly Bbtk 

Sir Henry Manwaring, then Heilrtefrit of ;Dbw 

ver GaftJe.' At all which cpnJRiDBd Mi6hSi the 

toarguifs h^ no hifure to langh, bet thoiight 

beft to difmafic- his- hctttdy and ib 'to)d htfir, 

that he was gbin^ covettly -wJth foth flight 

company, to t^e a fecjet View'(b^iifg adttii*- 

raj) of the for#ardnefe olF his, oAjdly's Beei, 

whith was thtii iii preparattatf oii the hwei^ 

leas : this, with* much ado^ -^kt fbmewhat 

handfomely he&l the cH%iit4ln^nt. Oa ihh 

•way afterwards, <he baggage poll boy^ wh6 

had be^n at tourt, got (I know not h6^) 

a glimmering who they wtrc ;* bat- his- melut& 

was eafily liat. To D«Wl*^, ehh^li tad 

horfes and tho(b pi^tty imjils^ft^i^/^key dirAi 

hot before fix at night ; Wh^i^ihfey found S& 

Fraijtcis Cottlngton, Aieh - feift-fetrary to ^<he 

|irinc^, now hkpbn of HanWbrthj and Mrl 

Endymion Porter, who had been fent before 

to provide a v^l for their tranrportatibn* 

The foi'eAtid knight Was conjoibed for the 

neartiefsof his.phce on Ae pHiiteV laffalr^ i; 

* '^ ind 
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and for l)is long relidence in the court of 
Spain, where he had gotten fingular credit even 
with that caiKious nation, by the temper of his 
carriage. Mr. Porter was taken in, not only 
as a bed-chamber, fervent of confidence to hi^ 
hig'hne(8, but likewife as^ a lueceffary and ufefuj 
inftriimeDtt for his natitrat (kill in. the Spanifli 
tohgoo. , And thefe live were ait .the firil the 
whole parade.i^ his journey. 

The next morning, for the night was tem- 
peftuQus, on the nineteenth of the aforefaid 
mtmtb, taking i];iipping at Dover about lix 
of the clocki ^hey landed the fame day at Bou- 
logne in France, Jiear two hours after noon ; 
reaching Monfbuel that night (lilce men of 
difpatclO and Paris the fecond day after, being 
f riday the ofle-and-twcntie^,- . But fome three 
polls before," they had met. with two German 
gentlemen^ that came nc>viy from England, 
whtfre they had fcen at New-ntarket the prince 
and the marquifs taking coach together with * 
the kin^, and retaining, fuch a. Ib^gimpref-- 
Con of tnem Wh, that they now bewrayed 
fome knowledge^ of their perlbns j but were 
out-faced by Sir'Kicliard Grehaixi,,who would 
needs |fer/uade' thenxthey were .miilakeiL 
Which Ml trtiA is job very hard matter, for' the 
Very ftranj;encfi dttlje t"h|ng itfelf, andalmori 
the impolifbilitv to conceive .{6 great aprincc 
" ^.favourite w/ulddenly-ix^ecamorpbolwi into 
"llcra, with np greater tri^in, was enough 
-Ice any man living unbelieve liis fenTes.* 

F 2 At 



lOo BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

At Paris thr king fpent one whole day t» 
give his mind fome contentment in'viewing of 
a famous city and court, which was a neigh- 
bour to his future eftatcs. Bat for their bet- 
ter veiling of their vifages, his highnefs^ and 
the marquife bought each of them a periwig, 
fomewhat to ovcrmadow their foreheads.^ Of 
the King they got a fight after dinner in a 
gallery, where he was folacing himfelf with 
Famiiiar pleafures. And of the queen-mother 
as ihe was at her own table ; in neither place 
defcricd, no, not by monfieur Cadmet, who 
faw t)^em in both, and had been lately amb^f- 
fador in England. Towards evening, by a 
rocer chance, in appearance, though undcr- 
Tmed with a providence, they bad a full fight 
of the queen-infanta, and of the princefs Hen- 
rietta Maria, with other great ladies, at the 
prafticc of a mafquing dance, which was thea 
.in preparation j having over-heard two gen- 
tlemen who were tending towards- that fight, 
after whom they preiTed, and were let in by the 
duke Dc Mount Bafon, the queen's lord-cham- 
berlain, out of humanity to ftrangcrs, when 
divers of the French went by. 
* From the next day, when they departed at 
three of the clock in the morning from Paris, 
the twenty-third of February, were fpent fix 
days at Bayone, the laft town of France, hav- 
ing, befi>re, atBourdeaux, bought them five 
riding-coats, all of one colour and falhion, 
in a kind of noble fimplicity 5 where Sir 

Franck 
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Francis Cottington was employed in a fair 
manner to keep them from being en tertainecf 
by the duke De Efpernon^ telling him they 
were gentlemen of mean degree, and formed 
yet to little courtfhip, who perchance might 
Otfierwife (bein^ hjmfelf no fuperficial man 
in the pratlices of* the^ world) have pierced 
foinewjiat deeper 'than tlieir out-fide. 

T.^ey v^ere now entered into the 'deep time 
of lent, and could get no flelh in their inns*. 
Whereupon fell but a pleafiuu paflage: There 
ti-as near" Bayone an h^jrd of goah with their 




'nap 

caVry him*clpre to their lodging. Which the 
jirince over- hearing. Why Richard, fays he, 
do you think yoU may pradice here your" old 
triclfs again upon the borders f Upon which 
wo^.^s, they firfl gave the goat- heard good 
contentment, 'and then while the marquifs and 
his feryant^ being h^pth on foot, 'were chaiiog 
the Itid about chelftack, the^prince from hotfe- 
back killed him in the head '^ith a Scottifii 
piUql. /- ^ 

At B^ayone, the count DcGramont, gover- 
nor of that jealous key, took an exquifite no- 
tice of thelr'perfons arid Behaviour, and bpeh- 
ed himftiif to fortie pf his train, Hiat he 
thoughtthe'm to be gentlemen of much igore 
worth than their habits bewi^ayed ; yet he Jet 
them courteoofly pa(s. And four days after 
this they arrived at Madrid, being Wednef* 

F 3 day 
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day the fifth of March. Having gone thus far^ 
i Ihall not need to relate the affluence of young 
Aobies and others from hence into Spain, after 
the voice of our prince's being there had been 
quickly noifed, and at length believed 5 nei- 
ther will it be nece/Tary to consider the arts of 
Rome, where now ail engines were whetted 
(though by the divine bleifing veiy vainly) 
.when they had gotten a prince of Great Bri- 
tain upon catholic ground, as they ufe to 
call it, 

This, and the whoTe matter of negociation 
there, the open entertainments, the fecFe( 
working, the apprehendon on both fides, the 
appearance on neither ; and in fum, all th^ 
circumftances and rcfpeit of religioa and ftat^ 
intermixed, together ii^ that com«»ixture, will 
better become a royal liiftory, or a comj.cil- 
table, than a fingle life. Yet we cannotxxmi^ 
fome things which intervened at, the meetio? 
, of two Pleiades, not unlike that which aftro- 
logers call a conjunSion of planets, of no ve- 
ry benign afped the one to the other ; th« 
marquifs of Buckingham, and (he Condo 
d'Olivares. They had forae ftiarper and fomc 
milder diiferences, which might eafily hap* 
pen in fuch an intetvene of grandees* both 
vehement on the parts whid they fwayed. 
But the moft remarkable was up\/n ftippof)tion 
of th^^.Cohde^, that the inarquifs had iritis 
mate^.^uftcf'^her fime-'hopes of the prince's 
c<*>n>H?rri6h $ vvl>4ch' coming into debate, the 
roiarc^fiifs-'ib *foyndIy 4^^~^VQvyed this gilded, 



dcfa^aiu ^.0^\^yre^.^]^gfd he had giveat^iia 
LaTMcjpcti44i, an^ thetei^poa forms a complin 
ment to the priivce himfelf ; which Bucking-. 
faaiQ de^iyii^iaQd y^t Olivares perHfting in the 
iaidcorapUment, the jiaarquis, though now in 
^rax^g^ ha^ds, yet f^ing both his honour and 
the truth sA ftal^e^ was iiot tender likewifeto 
Ofvgage.iiUlifey' but replied with Tome heat, 
^t th« Copdej^ a^^era^ion would forge him 
tado that whi<^h l^e had. not done beforp ; for 
])o^be ^ejdhur^felf tied in terfns pf agentle« 
jfism, to maintain the contrary tso.his affiroia- 
live in any (art whatfpever. This was the 
liigh^ ^nd the harQieii pmnt that occurred he- 
tuyep^tb^f^; which that it went fp far, wa^ 
B/Qt *the,4i^&!% f^^.l^ nor his fault neither 
(^ \i .ihQM}4 fsfi^^) that it went np /arther,, 
^h^e was.^n.Qthef^ nfemorabk p^^ge, one.daj^ 
Qf gf^i^vt^Fi^naiity, as^l yet eager enough. ThQ 
Conde d'Ohvares told the marquiis ot a cer- 
t^a 9ying np^& th^t the prince did plot to 
Ig^e iecrf tly gpni.i^ : ;a which the marquiis gave 
^ weil leuip^ed.anfwer. That though love bad 
Ijd;)4^ hi^ highjiefs (leal out of hi^ own coun- 
try, yet fear would never make him run out of 
Spaii^ in pther maiiner tbaip (hould become a 
prince of. his royal ^od j;enevo.us virtues. 

In Spain they Aayed near eight entlr^ 
.HK)!itl|«y •d^riDg'^l which timet} who but 
Buckingham lay at home under millions of 
xnaledidionf 7 Which yet, a^t. the prince's fafe 
arrival in th§We0, did die, and vanilh here 
afi4^ there into-praiies and eulogies* aocording 

F + to 
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to the contrary motions of popular wafres^ 
And now, to fam np th« fruh'of the joarneyy. 
dHcourfes ran thas among the clearefl oMbf - 
Tcrs. It was faid, t)iat the prhioe himfeif^' 
without any imaginable Am of his religion, 
had by the fight of fone^n^cowts^ . «n^ obfer- 
ration;} of the difiereni nat^ures of people, an(^ 
the rules of goYernmetat,^ mttch evened and 
awakened his fpirits, and CQitoborated 2iir 
judginent. And as for the n^fquil^, there 
-was note taken o( two great additions 'Whkir 
he had gained : Fird, be rwar retorned withr 
increase of ti^le^ haviitg there been made 
dxsktf by patent ientJiim^whM^h was tbehi^h-- 
eft dceree whereof an-£nglin%'iiibjf$^<;ottidoe' 
cQfsabTe. But the other was fiir gMter^ tho^ 
clo(er;'for by ^ l^g and {6 private, andlb 
various conlociattoa with a prrneeof iucb 
exci^ient nature, he.h^ now gotten as it 
were two lives, in his^owji foctmie aftd mat--' 
nefs ; whereas.otber«tt|e the e^ac^ of a ravot^- 
rite isbtn^ be^ a .^en^nj; .at vati^and rarely* 
tranfm itted. c .Bi{ t^on^eifiiing tHj» S^ntjEh^om^ 
xniiTion, .wiiieh.ic f uSUc eQnmt^ w^s, ihe jfMtiQ^ 
fcope of the journey, ' that was I0t' ia- gnsat 
Ibfpenre, and after feme- tia*f utterly laid>4iftde ? 
which threw thje dake, amongft free^wits^sifidee 
cenfures', ^ . - .,.-'*-••,..-"'' 
' The. moil: part .were. Ap^tOsbeIkJvc» ftjwt he* 
had bro «gh ^ d o wli " iome > -d ee p , d i fbite front 
Spziiil, \vhic9i.eifaipefat«d.hisc6uj5iJe}s^ neither 
%ias dif ic vfauting fomc ©ther ihat. thought 
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h\tti ttot altogetber^oid of a little ftmbitton, 
to (hew his power either to knit or diilblre. 

Hbwfo^er, the whole fcene of affairs' was 
changed fnajt Spain td France ; thefe now lay 
the projective* . Which altcratioa beiiiff ge' 
nenalfy Hked, mi aM alterations of (late being 
ever attr^ted to the powerfolieil, under 
princes, .-the linke became Aiddedy and 
ftrangdy gracious asfong the multitude, and 
was* even m pcrlianiettl highly exalted ; fo aa 
he did &em mr a dait to hare overcome that 
natural incooapai^lity, «i^i<b, In the e3q>e« 
it«nce of all ages, hairii bi^e»/ .noted between 
thr viil|^ and the fewertten favotfr, 3ut this. 
#39^ n^ittonr than a mete b«bbk o» bkft^ and, 
l^e an ephemtfrsd it of applaufe^ as wUl apt 
pear kir thefe()iiel of his Uft. 
' After his reiom lirom Spain »> he n^as made 
lerd^vvaidieaof tbeciftqiie-ports, (which isi as 
k wete^afecond adodralty) and Reward like* 
wife o£ the manouf of Hampton^conrt. Dig* 
liities and offices IHU growing of tmft or pro* 
&t ; and the king^ now giving not only out of 
Ibeneficenc dft&efitiott» bnt ft very habitual and^ 
xoniirnied cnftont. 

One year^ fix.meothv nnd iwo^ days after 
the joyful reception of the prince his fon from 
Spam, Idtng Janses accompliflled a» Theobalds 
his own iMys/on earths IMkr whom the 
duke had' r^ ^ 'long cooffe of calm and 
iBnooth pre^tky : I mean- iong, for the or*- 
dlnary ; life ^ef . i^Quy > and the more: notable,, 
bccaxxQsrii ha^Jbeen without any viftblf: eclipfe- 
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Of wave in himfelf, amicift divers vamtioasrm 
others. 

Themoft important and preffiog car« c^ a 
tstw and vxgorogs king, wa» his marriage, for 
ao immediate eftabliftmeatof^kie royal line ; 
wherein the duke having kad.an efpedal hand* 
he VMS fenc cocondua hither the princeis 
Henrietta Martav yoangeft/ daughter to the 
preat Henry of Bourbon.; of whom hia ma- 
jBilfi as.hadv bfen iaid* had an ambulatory 
view in his travels,- He was -accompanied with 
no peer butrtiie earl of Montgomery. 

Now this embafiy^ though it had a private 

Ihew, being charged with more fbrmaiity than 

mattev (^nall the. eflential conditioae 'were 

bfioT'C concluded), cogid howlbevcr 'waat no 

ornaments or bravery to aciorn it. Among 

'Which, it is worthy of a limle rememhrance, 

tthat the duke, one foleann day, gorgeoufly 

x:lad tn a (tut ail over fpread with dianiondB^ 

-and having- loll' one. of them of good value, 

perchance as he might he dandag, after his 

manner, with lofty motion, it. waa fttangely 

'i«covered again- thd^iex^moraifii^itt a contt 

fall of pages : fnch a diligenc attendant was 

'-fortune every where, both tabntad -^and at 

home. • ' 

After this fair diicharge,aU civil honours 
' having lowered on him before, tberrnow fell 
• out great occafions to draw forth his ipirita in- 
to a^ion ; a breaeh firft with Spain, aikd not 
long after with Prance itielf, «ottvitftaadsng 
ijo^ftratt-aa aSniy 4b lately unrated with, the 
' -one, and actually acc^mpliihed with the other: 

as 
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as ify indeed, accprdipg.to that pleafant maxim 
Qfflate, kingdom^ were neyer married. This 
ni4|fl pf n^ceffity involve the diike in bufinefs 
^iK>9igh to have overCet a le/Ter veiTel, being 
t)ie neyt cojnmandeir m^der the crowp of ports 
^ad ihips. . 

^a,t $^ w^9 noled willingly to embrace thofe 
pyeffurfS^ of public employment : for, at the 
parliament at Oxford, his youth and want of 
^xpe4rien9e in vfiaritime fervice b^d ibme what' 
been, ibr^wdly |ouched> ev.en before the iluices 
9nd flood' g^e& of popular liberty were yet iet 
open: fo, ^s tQ wipe out that objediooj he 
did now n99^n|y attend his chaise, by his ma* 
jefty's i^i^tl^ottbled ARd fgreuse cpmmaivd?, even 
in a temjptcftvioixsXime. 

Now the pen fell a r nibbing of armour, 
.whic^ a gr^a^ ,w,j;^ili^ had, laia oiled ; th,e ma- 
^sfzi^a 4)f imuutt9n> wef e yiewed ; the ofli cers 
of reoiains c^Ued to account ; frequent cpun- 
•pil^ of war, a3 many private conferences \yich 
^B^e^ie^R^fQ..;. a Ae^t i» frjsparation for fome 
fU^e^pt uppi^, Spaing, the duke himfelf p.erfon« 
j|lly cpi^j^Q^ifo.th^ iiate^sren^al ; aii4 with 
^ip joim^i,.ia4iU cp2wii|]on, the earl of 
Jti^ibod*. ? peer ooth of fmgglar &ra.ce and 
iCsFlidity, and of all fweetaodferviceaole virtue 

.for poWic,^fe. ^ 

.. Thefetwp aobka* after, a dangerous paf- 
£^fs fygpfi Ifa^MAfJiy wher/einii three pH their 
Jhipi w€l^/oundere4,;ari;ived the fifth day at 
^^ Hag|9« in. tipll^nd. I^ere they were to 
emjer^ tr^y, both wi^ the Aate» themfelves, 

F 6 ' and 
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and with the minifters of divers allied and con?. 
federate princes, about a common diverfioir 
for the recovery of the pjrlatinatc where the 
king's only lifter's dowry had been ravi^ed by 
the German eagle, mixed with Span^h fe^ 
thers : a princefs peijplendent in darkntfir; 
and ' whofe virtues- were born within" the 
chance,' but wil^oot th^ power of Foi^ 
tone. 

Here k were injurious to overflrp' a noble 
a6t in the dnke daring this* employment 
Thei^ was a col(e€Hon of certain rare maniK 
fbripts, exqtiifitely i;¥ritten''in Aiabick, and 
fenghcinthe ino& remote pans by thedili^ 
gence of Erpenius, the moft excellent fingvi!^*. 
Thefehad been left tothc'wfdow of the4ai4 
Erpeni os; and^ were upon fait- to the Jefttits ^ 
Antwerp, Hquoi-iflr chapmen of fiich' tlflpe'^ 
whereor the duke getting knewhfdge by hi» 
worthy and leamecrfecpetary, dddtor Mirfotiy. 
fnterverred the to^in,. ^attd gave the p<oor 
widow for them iiire hwidmh po*nds^ % a fit'di 
abo%e their weighrin fiver ; and a * mixed a6l 
both of boonty and charity ;- the move hoda^ 
ble by being out of hrs natm^l^efemenr. Tliefe 
Yver« they whiiDh, after his deatk^ were as m>- 
bly preferred as they had been booghe^to the' 
aniveriity of Cambridge, by thedutchefsdoiK^. 
iigev,. as-fbonr-as^ (he vrnderftocd, by the'afbre- 
j&tid dbflor* Mafon, her ihifband^ intenti^tt^ 
wlio had'a purpofcHftcwiit'to faifein^th^fald 
, univtriityy: whereof be wdff chdncellbr, afhir 
«ife for fuch monomcnt$j.ai^d to &rhiih it witft 

fttheA 
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dcfier choice coHedliXIns from all partsf, at higf 
ewn charge. 'i 

' The aforef^d negotidfUMi, thecgh proie- 
€ated with beat and probable appearance- of 
great' ell^£te, toak up a month before- the 
fiolee's return ; and th«B at home he met no 
g<MKi fl^ws- of tha Cadiz attempt. I» the pre^ 
paratidii there^, though fae had fpent much 
ibilicitiide, ex ^cia, yet it prmc^ally failed; 
as wa^* tkoiight^ by; kite fettiiig ooc, and by 
feme contrariety of weather at fea ; whereby 
the particalap deiigi^took vent before-hand ; a 
^oint hardly ^tiroidable in actions of noife^ 
efpecifllly where the- great Jbidian key to aU 
tfalN^iet^ is' working^^ 

- Hot ^Ag aftett'thkr, the king, pocidering in 
his wiicSpm vhe weight of his foreigti afairs, 
Iband h fit tecaU^a parUament at Woftmin^ 
fier^ * This waa that a(reiii<bly where there ap<* 
pteilred a fodden and marvellous converfion in 
^h«;d«k«'s ca&, fv^rci'i^ moft exalted (as ha 
^lad been both in aaother parHament^and in com* 
laion ¥#i<e>befohB) to* l^ mil depudied now ; 
i^'lfhb'«€Hrditioa had; been capamr>oi^ no me^ 
diocriti^ir:t ««)fd tt^cdnld not but- .troiibie> him 
Ihe more^ by happtMig^when lit was fix £fe(Mf 
, c^tarned o«k >'ltf«^thfc^ LoW'-Ocmtltry prcnrince^ 
wox of a-mtfritoriocrs employment in his<inwa]4 
i0Onceit »ildt hefte. ^ Which bein|^ trbe iiiigle 
^xatApte- th^r0»r iAmmI^ have ^neided,*^ moa 
^^ time^^f ^lliaaa'de iar Rdoh :dukJg of Sn^ 

blk^ un^^' lienry VL of toh ^xroacaii^nn 
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of two esctrom^^ mifhh fy ftftn a ti«ie^ b^^ 

mod of the (aoie com menders and d.ifprovere. 
-This ftiange .ph«nQi|ie«9n bf^^n fFom a 
travelled dodor of phy^c, of liqld fpiia^ an4 
ePable elocutioo t wMi bejag rewf^ki o«i^ q( 
the barge(res» which w««^^no( or^dinaryin qh^ 
of his coat, fell, by a m^t^pjiori^al ajtqfion, 
traadated from hit. own £icul^ iQ pwpf^Mli^ 
tbe duke^a at a m^n.c^ufe iof m^y inf&rmiiMi 
ia tbe ii^te^ or Maf : chat' purpo^ ; hsii^ iuHi 
^oovghof feooods, after the 6rft oofet, ia ibQ 
lowtf bottfe. ^9 for v^y cl^ iotelligeocd 
that thtf bad bafbre-i«Q4 with fookfe in. (h^ 
bigher, thooffb thai Utpswife waa fa«d« ihi^tm 
wants ground to affirm, or brtijeve it. inort 
than a.9«90fl!aleottceit ( whicb p«rhap$ flight 
I ua of cbe working of. envy fimfmgfk thofii 
that were neareft tte obje(^>' .wbith we 4f» fy 
fapHiar^ both in natural and iiiaral casfes. - 

The (hike's aofwers to his appeachmeota« 
ia number tbtrteea^ were vQry dilij^Beiiidy ^ful 
ciriliy couched ; aadi thoagh bi% hf^t wAi 
bt^^T^et they all &HQar «f ^a b^tafete ^^fRHii^ 
eaie way^equkaibb eoftfideiJaiMl9; wM^ (C^i4 
ndnbntlpofibiaicveryvotgtrQOQCfftf) sM»d:fPinfl> 

Shat aJlay tbel whole mMtps ;' fba,lfc^. in -tb^ 
^hdhg and ftftifig of neaj* foiurteeft yeiiFs of 
facb power and favpvr* aU ^nt ^%rQe piU 
.equld not be^expeded to be piQre,.««d wbit^^ 
jUBbdi fine meB\'4 bat ubmII. needs ha^ wii^^ 
•anu>i^ it & certain. floSstoae «f padar. and; bi9a* 
dft thia lover <agfi of bom^p fr«gilii)s. t. tipwr 
^ foever 
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foever xhh tsmpeft .did. only ^^ke.apd i)o%, 
rent his (kils : for his majefty, cgpCderiagi 
chai almod alj Kj^.^pp^^^hLQi^n^s.were witiiout 
the compafs of hi% own r^ign ; and» mQt&-< 
qv^j:, th^t npthiog ^Hedged. a|[Ri9ft him hadt» 
or could b9^ proyiqrd by o^ch,.ACc;ordiog to the 
GondituUoa of the hoiife o£ commons -^ which, 
tjie duke himfelf di4 90t forget in tbp preface 
,of hU^nfwei^: amd* lailly* liaving had fbcH 
^perieoce pf his fidelity^ aod pbferyaocQ 
»)m^> where he was chief iu tr^ft. >nd m 
tKe paurticipation of all hazards, found hjmfelf 
engaged in bo^oiur, ^d in the (enfR of hh own 
patural goodoe^ (a fupport Aim s^t home from 
any further *in4|iuetude» and too dear buy hi^ 
higheft teftimooifs of divers important impur 
Is^tions; whereof the tr^ith is l>eil known to hi? 
wajefty while he was priiicei. 

The fumraer fpllowiiig thjs parliament, af- 
ter an embarque of our trading ibips in the 
river of Baji3;deaux, anjd other points of fove- 
reign affcont, th^re. fucc^eded the adion of 
Rhe6f&» wl^ereiqi the duke was peripn^ly em- 
ployed on either elen^ent, both as admiral 
and gener^, -with iiojpe in th^t ftrvice to re- 
cover tl^e public gi^d wil]« which he faw, by 
his own ex^ple« might-quickly be won and 
loft. This adion found more honourable cen- 
fure, even from ^^^ of the; French writers, 
than it had generally amongft ourfelves at 
home : aa, touchii^ the dake's own deport* 
nient in ^at ifland, th^e lyas matter of 4lory 
and giskffoeqnally diflributed on both fid^» 

as 
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as if Fortune had meant we fhoald qaickljfr he 
friends again. 

The duke*s carriage was furely noble 
rtiroughout. To the gentlemen, of fair re- 
^d^ bpantifalto the Tddier, according ta 
any (pecial value which he fpied in any ;' 
tender and careful of thofc that were hurt ; of 
unqueftionable coiirage rn Himfclf, and rather 
fearful of fame than danger. In'his counte- 
nance, 5vhich is the part tSat all eyes interpret; 

* no open alteration, even after the fuccours 
which he expefled did fail Bim 5 but the left 
he (hewed without, the^ r(\o^e it wtought In- 
trinfjcally, accor^ng t© the nature of ftrpprcfled " 
paffibns r for certain it is, that, fo Ks ofteii^ 
mentioned fecretary,Dr.''Maron,whdm he laid 
in a pallet near him, for natural veiitifatio^ 
of his thoughts^ he would, in t^ abfence oT 
all other ears and eyes, !rreak out into bitter 
and pafHonate irruptions, protefting. That 
never his difpatches to divers princes, nor the' 
ffreat bufineff of a fleet, . of an army, of a* 
fiege; of a treaty, of war, of peace; both on 
foot together, and all of them ift his head at 
a time, did not fo much break his i*epofei as 
a conceit, Th^t fottic at home, under hts' mial- 
jefty, of whom he had well defer ved'j. were 
now content to forgl?t him. 

Of their tvvo- forts, he couMn^t rake the 

• one, nor would he take the tbtfker ; bcrt, in the- . 

■general town, he maintained a feiziire ' jHiid 
.pdiTeflibn of the' vvholethri^ months ahcFergh- 

' teen days V ^d,' at the firft defcent em fh&np'^ 

her 
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lie: was notimmiited^'witli a wdttdcin vefie}. but 
be did coanienance the* kuditig- tn ' his^ lotig- 
boat ; Whctefiiccfeeded fuch a defeat of- near 
two httfidred horfe, (a(nd tbefc * not/ by his , 
guefs» nsoiinted in hafl^y but the mdft part ^ 
gentlemen of family and great refploition ) fe-^ 
conded ivith two thoufahd foot« as aU cir- 
cimiAtinces well balkfeced on ekher £de, may 
ffirely*eBdttiie' a ^onspaiifdn with any of the 
braveft inipreilions tn antirtji time. •"• 

In the iffoc of thfc ^hole bufinef^, ' lie fee^s 
charged hi epinioh $<4th akind of io^provi-^ 
dent confcience, having brought of that with 
Kim to camp* perchance, too much from a' 
couft where Fortune had never deceived him.* 
Beftde% we <;muft' cotiitder him yet bat rude 
iti the pi'ofefffion of arftis, though greedy of 
hon^r; and^'fe^alotf^ id the cau^. 

At his return tbPiy month) a Srsngje icci- 
4cRt befel himT perchante not fo worthy of 
memory forjtf^f,- a« for that it fcemeth to 
have a kind of prelude to his final period. 

Lord Go»ng,^a gentlep^an of true honour, 
and of vigilant affeilibn'S' 'for hie fiicnd, fent 
to the dttke^' ih «i! expedition * an exprefs 
SsciTenger, \^ith •• advi/enient,- to affure his 
owm perfon by dei^lining the ordinary foad to 
London; for, that he had credible intelli- 
gence &f a ptot^againfthis'liffei to be pat in 
execution upon him in his faid journey towards 
the court* ■ • '-^« <' ■-. ' ' 

Th^ doke meetJngf the mHKilgfer bn'the* 
•*y, Vead theletter, ^d^othfei-lft^Hi'ih his 

pocket* 



for tl)«ir defei^e tJ|^n^i;]i ^in^rjf Twor^. 
. Aft^r this* the duke ha(4 ad^^a{i|:ed tbre^ 
O^iles before kc BfiQt .witk ^ pl.d ^y^n^n, o«a| 
a. town in t^e ro^s wh^.^^t^af^d^da Wbetl)i(e^ 
th^ dipke w^r^in tbe C;QB9p4ny ? , aAd.^Wr^yil^g 
ibme efpf cial ^c^fion tQ kjc b^Qiighfe tq l^SBit 
>v^ L^d ID kis horic'^e ; wker^ ibe to}4 b^9 
tbatv in the very next €owa whiMri^ be was tpi 
pafs* ih^ h4d beiir4 Come defoeratiQ men vovy^ 
bis d<^tb I a^d thf r^^pw waaid bftv^ dire^qi) 
hjjTi abottcby ?r^^i^>v^y« > 

This old wQfpap'f i3fB4a55Q^ft» j«ia«4 v^«i^ 
^^( (]fUbeira^ adx^n^t^ent 'WhiiE;b. Kf h^ 
before from hi3; liable fri^od^ ; iiEK>V«4 bis^ ¥9^ 
pWiic^U bq^h tb^^npur <^^f;*hf^:^44 letter, 
^d all tbe ciKA^m^iuf^c^^i wifb bi^ qqmi^any ^ 
Yfh<} v^r^ jointliy upoo cqnfent thauke woin^ 
had,a4vifed h\m WflU Notwuhftaading^ 
\Mhk;b imp<ytw»My^ im Mf<4v^ ^^^ ta lyiivq 
bis way cipoi^ ^h^s r^pn, perhaps ^^ife. g^^ 
neroQs tbap prpvid^tt t)|i^ if« 9< he fa^^ k^ 
ihQuld, but Qnq^, l^y f^^br a dh/crfiofv, fn^4 
(lis^nenvy believe, bis \y^re .afj^ai^ of d^g^l^i 

be (hptild never livewubou** 

H^rQupein hi» yowng j^epb€MKv^lqrd,«ir<f^ia.t 
Fielding* bnqg then In bis.5;Qip^{:SaQy, pvAQfsk 
noble fpirity Sefbught bihiiA'thdt he ii{Oul<|» 
at le^, koROiiff bi]i^> wi^b) /^i^^^^^^ ^l<ie 

.. •'. '' cle's 
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cle*&life, whereupon lay the property of bis 
whole family, .was of all things under Heaven^ 
I the xnoH precious unto him ; and undertaking 

' fo to gesture and muffle up hiinielf in his hood, 
as the duke's manner was to ride in cold wea- 
tlier, that none (hould di(cern him, from him ; 
and fo he fliould be at the more liberty for his 
• own defence. At which fweet propofition/ 
tlieduke caught him in his arms, and kilTea 
^im; yet would not, as he faid, accept of 
fuch an offer from a nephew, whofe life he 
tendered as much a» himfeif ; and fo liberally 
rewarded the poor creature for her good will. 
After fome (hort diredions to his company,^ 
how they ihoujd carry themselves, he rodeoiv 
tvithout perturbation of his mind. He wa& 
no fooner entered iato the town, but a fc^m* 
ling Ibldier ciapt hokl of his bridle, which he 
thought was in a begging, or (perchance fome- 
what worfe) in a drunken f^mion ; yet a gen- 
tleman of his trtiin that rode a pretty diftance 
behind him, cot^ceiving by the premifes i^ 
might be.a beginning of (bme mifchievpus in<* 
tent, fpurred up his horfe, and with a violent 
ruih (ever^d him; from the duke, who with the 
rell wanton quickly through the town: ^either 
was there any further enquiry into that prac- 
tice, the duke, peradventqre, thinking it wif-^ 
dom nottorefefit diicontentments too deep«, 

At his return to the court he found nq 
'liangc in faces, bat fmothened^inufmurings 
>r<tfae lo(s of lb many gallant ^ gentlemen ;^ 
;aiAft which liis friends did . op|KHe in their 

difcourfes 
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difcourfes the chance of war, together with z 
gentle expeilatibn for want of fupply in time* 
Sut after ;he compl^nts in parliament, and 
the unfortunate ilTue at Rheez, the duke^s fame 
f<jll more and moi:e in obloquy among themafk 
of peoph, vyhofe judgments arc only recon- 
cileil Nvith good fuccefles-: fo a^ he faw plainr 
ly that he, mufl abroad again to re^ify by hi» 
beft endeavour under the public iervice, his 
own reputation. Wherei^pon new prepara- 
tives were in hand, 'and partly reparatives of 
the former beaten at fea. And in the mean 
while, he was not. unpnndful in. his .civil courfe, 
to cafl an eye upon the ways, to win unto hita 
fuch as have been of principal credit in the 
lower houfe of parliament, apply ir}g lenitives, 
or fubda«Sluig fxQm that, part yvhere he knew 
the humours were fiiarpeft : amidft which, 
thoughts, he was furprifed v»itli a fajtal ftroke, 
written in the black ,book of n^c'eiGty. 

There was a younger brother, .of mean ,fbr- 
tune, born in the county qf Suffplk, bV^'fiame 
John Felton, liy nati^»e Qf.^..deep, melancho- 
ly, filent, and gloomy CO nftitution,' but bred 
in the a6livc way of a ioldiier 5 and thereby 
raifcd to the place of lieutenant to a company 
of foot, in the regiment of Sir James Ramfey.. 
This was the man that .clofely within himfelf 
had conceived the dake*s death, .But what 
may hai 
tive of 
4n the clouds. 

If 



H'e been the immediate or greatefV mo- 
tb^t felonious conceptipn, is ev^n .yet 
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. U was faid at firft, that he bad been ftaqg 
^ith a denial of his captain's place, who die^ 
in England; whereor tha« niuch indeed is 
trae, that the duke, before he would inveft 
him in the faid place, advifing firfl (as his 
n&nner was) with his colonel ; he found him 
to interpofe for one Powel, his own lieatenant, 
a gentleroati of extraordinary valour, and ac- 
cording to military cu&om, the place was 
^oody that the lieutenant of the colonePs com* 
pany might well pretend to the next vacant 
captainlhipy under the fame regiment. Which 
felton acknowledged to beinitfelf very ufual 
and equitable, befides the fecial merit of the 
per (on. So as the afbreiaid conceit of fome 
rancour harboured upon this denial had no true 
eroundjf There was another.imaginauon, thafr 
vet^va^n'i.'knidlt of the famie coi^nty (whom 
the duke had lately taken into Come good de« 
gree of favour) and the faid Felton, there had 
been ancient quarrels, not yet well h^aledy 
which might perhaps lie feftering in his breail, 
'and \>y a certain inflamation produce this ef* 
feft. Sut that ciirries ffaiall probabiaty, that 
Felton would" fo deface his own a£l,. as to 
make the duke no more than an oblique fa» 
criiice to the fhmes of his private revenge up* 
-on a tl^rd perfon. ' • 

Therefore the truth is, that, either to honeft 

a deed after it was done, or to ilamber his 

confciencein the doings he ftudied other in* 

itives, alledging, not three hours before his 

cotioni toSir Riph^rdGrefliam^ two only 

inducements 
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cafes, yo« ih«llfiote avety wkerea g^fe^t and 
fiidden oddAqx. of people «•!• the'^iace, to 
Jateafken unil to fee. ; Bur it: jlKHiiij . feem the 
areryimrrorof tke feQ hi^i dupafteciidlcoriofi^ 
ty»' and fit dii^erfed the. niildt«i4ef ihat it is 
tkoiigfat«eveii'the tsmndercr hinCblf mi^t have 
efeiped (who|;«vetlii^ blow noaecoiild affirm) 
if he had «ott liegered about the hojife bdow, 
not, by anycomtfed s^i^ft .of coi^efice, i^ 
Jiath faeea feon in Kkef^miifjpSeat but/hfr v^f 
{Hide in bis 6wr deed, a^ if va . efe^t the^ wer# 
little d^nmce be««N9eo teiag.icii|bem|bered 
bya virtnoes'fame^ or aii Ulaftiioiis ii^fam]f« 
Thtts died this g««|t:p[$er» in the thirty.fixtk 
year.of hiaage co«ipIeai,^s^d, chree;days,o«e^ 
in a time of great recourfe anto iiim» aad de^ 
l»endefaoe^ «poi»:bimv <ite*h09^9 ' aad tp^a foil 
of fervanU and feit9f«»'hw>dfi^^e(«t4ai aa np^ 
per room, foaufce yet out. of bed } ,and tne 
>eoa9t at: that lime not above $^ or .lune^ilea 
fFom kia»» wUGh.had bee^ theJUigejOdr hi$ 
greatQC;f»« . •. ^' ' ■ * •■ .• '•• -j • • 

( As to any-ofoiiioiis.pref9fefln|ent> ^iefere hie 
^nd». it .13 irepened,' thm .btjng to^^ke bis 
ieafe^of my Iprd'* -grai* ftf :.C^;^bttry*> then 
biihop of London, whom be knew wellfplaiited 
in ,the king's iinelM^c^e^bler a6iifi^ i^;his 
own gr^at^itixies ; alter ofto^teA^s of.coprfe 
\faad paftd between, them ;>My lord ^ya^.thf 
duke, I know yonr.lord&ip bjith vco#rorthi; 
•ly good accefled unto the kin^ AUf' toyereigii^ 
libt.mejpr».y yo» %o.,pM his majedy in mind tp 
ibeigom, f^lsiflYiim «68n»*r to Wjf i^or wi§? 
, .: : and 
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and children. At which words, or at his 
countenance in the delivery, or at both, my 
lord bifhop being fomewhat troubled, took 
the freedom to a£ hira, whether he had never 
any iecret abodement in his mind. No, re« 
plied the duke^ hut I think fome adventure 
may kill ine as well as another man. 

The- very day before he was fiain, feeling 
fbme indifpofition of body, the king was 
pleafed to give hun the honour of a vifit, and 
found him in his bed ; where, and after much 
fecious and priv^e difoonrfe, the duke, at his 
msyefty's departing, embraced him in a very 
nnofiial and paffionate . manner, and in like 
fort his friend the earl of H6Uand,> as if his 
foui had divined he (hoold fee them no more : 
whidunfvUions towards' fatal ends, had been 
obfeived by fome authors of no light aiKho- 
rity. . 

On the very day of his death, the conntefi 
cf I>enbigh received a letter from him ; where^ 
nnto all the while (he was writing her anfwer. 
(he bedewed the paper with her tears; and af^ 
ter a moft bitter ^ffion (whereof fhe could 
yield no realbn» but that her deareft brother 
was to be gone) (he fell down in a fwoon. 
Her (aid letter ended thus : **'l will pray for 
yonr happy return, which I look at with a 
great dcmd over my head, too heavy for my 
poor heart to he» without torment; but I 

pq> the great God of heaven will blefs 
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The day following^ the bifhop of Ely, 'her 
devoted friend, who was thought the litteft 
preparer of her mind to receive lach a doleful 
accident, came to vifit her ; but hearing (he 
.was at reft, he attended till ihe flzould awake 
<of herfelf, which (he did with the SfiFrightiiieDt 
of a dream, Her brother (eemed to pa6 
through a field with her, in her coach ; where 
hearing a fudden (hout of the people, and afk- 
ing the reafon, it was anfwered to have been 
for joy that the duke of fi uckii^ham was fick. 
Which natural inTprellion fhe Scarce had re- 
lated unto her gentlewoman, before the bi- 
ihop was entered into her bed-chamber for a 
chofen meflenger of the duke*5 death. 

Sut the moft remarkable in^ance of all is 
the famous dory of the apparition, which we 
have from lord Clarendon. 

" Thjerc was an officer in the king*s ward -robe 
jin Windfor Caille, of a good reputation for 
honefty and difcretion, and then about the s^e 
of fifty years or more. "^ ^ 

** This man had in his youth been bred in a 
fchool in the pariih where Sir George Villiers, 
the father of the duke, lived, and had been 
much cheriihed and obliged in that feafon of 
his age by the faid Sir Ceoi^e, whom after- 
wards he never faw. 

*' About fix months before the miftrable end 
of the duke of Buckingham, about midn^ht, 
this man being in his bed at Windfor, whei^ 
his office was, and in very good Ifealth, there 
appeared to him on the fide of his bed, a ma'n 

of 
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dfa very veneraUe afped, who drew the cur« 
tains of his bed. and oxrng bis eyes upon him, 
aiked him if he knew him. 

" The {x>or man, half dead ivith fear 
and apprehenfion, being a(ked the fecond 
time, whether he remembered him, and hav* 
jng in that time called to his memory the pre- 
ieoce of Sir George Villiers, and the very 
cliiaths he ufed to wear, in which at that time 
he femed to be habited, he anfwered him, 
that he thought him to be that perfon ; he re* 
plied^ he was in the right, that he was the 
.fame, and that he expected a iernce from 
him, whkh was, , that he fhoald go from him> 
to his fen the dnke of Buclcingham, and tell 
•him, if he did not Somewhat to ingratiate 
himielf to the people, ot at leail to abate thd 
extreme malice whidi they had agarnil him^ 
iie would be filtered to live but a ihort 
time. 

'< After this diicourfe be diiappeared, and the 
jkoor man (ifhehad*be^ at all waking) ileoc 
very well till morning, when he believed all 
this to be. a dream, and confidexed it noothe^- 
wHe« 

** The «ext ntght, or ftortly after, the fame 

peribn appeared to him again, in the fame 

l>lace, and ab»ut «he iame time of the xiigbt, 

wkh an ftfpe^ a little>i&om fevere than before, 

and aiked - him, Mrhether he had done a« he 

d required ^f •him; ^nd perodving he had 

\ gtfve hEhn very (evevereprehsBlions, told 

' ^^ expeded more compliance from him, 

G z and 
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* and that if he did not perform his commands^ 
. he fliould enjoy no peace of mind ; but 
fliould always be parfued by him : upon 
which be promifed him to obey. But the 
next morning waking out of a goodileep, 
though he was exce^ingly perp&xed with 
the lively representation of all particulars to 
his memory, he was dill willing to perfuade 
himfelf that he had only dreamed, and coq« 
fidered that he was a perfon at fuch a diilance 
from theduke^ that he knew not how to find 
Gut any admiiSion to his presence, mnpfa Ie& 
had any hope . to be believed in . what be 
ihouldiay; fo with great trouble and unqoiet^p* 
nefs he fpent fome time in thinking what he 
ihould do : and in the end reiblved.to do no- 
thing in the matter. 

" The fame perfpn appeared to him the third 
time with a terrible .countenance, and bitterly 
reproaching him for not performing what Ji^ 
hsid promifed to do. The poor man hud^ 
by this time, recovered the courage to (ell 
him, that in truth he had .dcfe;:red tnee^eCDr. 
tionof his conimands, upon .•confideririg how;, 
difficult a thing it wodd be for him to ^et 
any accefs to tne duke, having acquaintance, 
with no perfon about him; ana if he fhooU; 
obtain aamifiion to him, he fdould ineyecbe 
able to perfuade him that he was fent an .iiiqU 
a manner ; that he.fboutd at leafl.be thouglbt 
to be. mad, or. to be fet on and empl(>yed Qy 
his own* or the malice of other meA to abute 

the 
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Ae ^ufce ; and fo he ihould be'fure to be un- 
done. 

"«* The pcrfbn replied, as he had done before^ 
that he ihould never find reft till he fhould 
pcrfbnn what he bad required, and therefore 
htei^verebpettcfto diFpatchit; that the accefs 
to his font wasr known to be very eafy, and 
that few men waited long for him ; and for 
the gaining him credit he would tell him two 
or ' tnr^e particulars, which- he charged him 
never to fnention to any perfon living but to 
the dtike himfelf j and he fliould no fooner 
hear them but he ihould believe all the reft 
he-fliouldfay ; and lb repeating his threats, he 
kft hitn. 

«* In the mormng the poor man, more ^on- 
^med by the lafl appearance, made his jour- 
ney to London, where the tourt then wasj 
Ik -was Very <well known to Sir Ralph Freem&n, 
•one of the malfers of requefts, who h;|d mar* 
ried a lady that was nearly allied to the 
4vikc, an^ was hiiAfelf well received by him : 
-to hitti this man went, and though he did not 
^qaaftit him with all the particulars, hefaid 
enough to let him know there was ibmething 
extraordinary in it ; and the knowledge h^ 
liad of the iobriety and difcrction of the man, 
Aiade the more impreffion on him : he defired 
that by his means he might be broaght to the 
^Ltikey in flich a place and in fuch a manner »8 
-ihould be thought ftt, afHf ming that he had 
much to fay to him, and of fuch a nature as 

G 3 - wottW 
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would require much privacyf and fosie dme 
and patience in the hearing. 

" Sir Ralph promised he would fpcak -ArA 
with the duke of him, and then he (hottI<t 
aoderiland his pleafure ; and accordin^y^ r 
•the fir (I opportunity he did iiiforai him of* 
• ihe reputation and honefty of the- mAfi» aind j 
Vben what h« d«fired, and of aiiji htt kiMiw^Qf 
thir matter. - _ 

1^ '* T(ie duke, accordh^ t»jua ufiial op9ta^^ 
^ and condefcention, toldlumy thai he was th^ 
*' next day early to htint with the.ki«g} thalj 
his horfe? ihould attend hitO' af JbamNi^ 
BridgjP* where he iheuld \9tA. by fivc:o£ tbfft 
^ clock in the morning ; and if the man at* 
tcf>dtf| hijTi there at that how^ he vw>ttld 
wa^liid rpeak with \Am as >po|; ad (ImiiM. b« 
AiCe%y. ^, 

«A.i^£Ulph carried, thtf man mth him l&C: 
Ac^HrxikDCimig) a^d pr«rented him. to the duk«^ 
s4> his landings who received Kim ocMttte^ufty^^ 
and walked afsde^n cfiQlerence'ne«r.aii;h.eitf ^ 
none but hia own ierwmis- b«ing -at ihaithour* 
in that place ; and they and Sir RaJph^at ibcti 
adidance, that they could not hear a wotd^, 
though the dulce fomettmes fpok&Jovdt ^ady 
with g'cat emotion, which Sir Ralph* the mere: 
ea^Iy obferveJ and perceived, becaufe he kept 
his eye» always Exed upon the d«ke, havia^ 
procured the conference upQiv fomewhac . hi^ 
knew was extraordinary. 

«• The man told him» in his racurn ovei! tb& 
tifateri fhat when he micnticined thofe partlcu- 

Urs 
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lars which were to gain him credit (the fub- 
ftance whereof he faid he durft hot impart 
unto him) the duke's colour changed, and 
he (wore he could come at that know- 
ledge only by the devil, for that thofc parti-^ 
culars were only known to himfelf and toons 
perfen more, who he was fare would never 
f|>eak of it; 

** The duke parfued bi^ purpofe oFhunting, 
bat was obfcrved to ride ail the morning with 
gr«at i^li^eners and in deep thoughts, with- * 
^t any delight in the exercife he was apon ; 
Aftd- be^e the mormng was fpent, lert thd 
field, and' alighted* at' his mother's lodgings in 
Whttehallr with ^hom he was OiBt up for the 
^aceof CW6 or three hours ; the noiie of their 
difconfie fV eqtiemiy reacbir^g the cars of thtjfif^^ 
fvfto attended in the- »€Xt rooms. And when 
tlfe doke Ifdi heF> hks coonti^nance appeared 
Ml 0$ trouble, mth- a mixture of anger; a 
coontetian<:e that was never before obfcrved in 
him in any tronver&tiofi with her, towards 
whom ke had a profound rever-ence ; and the 
coiHitBfi, herfdf (for though fhe was married 
!& a- private gentleman. Sir Thomas Compton, 
file hiKl 'been created countefs of Bucking* 
ham Ihor^y s^ter her fon had afiumed that 
ddi) wait' at the dukie^s leaving her found 
overwhehned in tears, .and in the htghe/l agoiiy 
ioiaginabie. : « ' 

=* Whatever there was of all thia, it>isa noto«* 
w troth, thai when the ne^vs of the duke'a 
ier (which. happened within a few months 

G. ^ *^^^' 
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after) was broaght to his mother^ Ibe ieemed 
not in the leaft degree furprifed, bat received 
tt as (he had fbrefeen it ; nor did afterwsuds 
•exprefs fach a degree of forrow as was expe£t« 
cd from foch a mother for the loia of fiich 
afoB." • 

This ftory h reiatcd with fo»e little cir* 
camllaacial difference by fevend confiderable 
authors ^ho all leem to agree in the moft 
material parts of it. 

Fame* though wii^ ibmc pnvaey, fays, 
that the iecrct token -was an inceftnoos breach 
of modefly between thp dake asid « certain 
lady too nearly related to bim, - which i( fiir«- 
prife^i the d4ike to hear of ; and diatashe 
thought he had good feafone' to be fure^e 
lady would not tell it of lierfelf, fo he thought 
none but t^ xievii «ould tell it^ befides her ; 
and this aftoniihed him, fo that be was. very 
far from receiving the aian itiglktly^ «r laugh- 
ing at his meilkge* 

He took ta wife, eight years aad two 
months beibre his deaths the lady Catherine 
iMannerSj heir general to the noble honfe of 
Rutland^ who, befides a folid addidoo to his 
«ftate, brought him three fons and a daughter, 
called the lady Mary, his firft born ; his eldeft 
ion died at nurfe, befo|i^M$ journey tg Rheez ; 
«nd his third, the lord'^rancis, was bora after 
ihis father's death ; Co as neither his firH nor 
iii^ lail were participant of any feti^ 
nus&rtunes or fclidues : his iecond 
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Hake of Buckingham, was bom to chear him 
•on his return from that onlocky voyage. 

For th^eicHweet pledget, and no iefe for the 
«Bqueftionable virtues of herperibn and mind, 
iie loved her dearly, aad' well exprcfied his 
love ia* an adi and tiaie - of bo Emulation 
towards his end, bequeathing her all his 
manfion-hsides^ dwisg. her natural life, and a 
jpower lO'diQK)^ of hia whole perlbnal eilate, 
4c^cher with, a fourth part of his lands in 
join tore ; he left his dd^ brother of ebb 
fame womb a vifconnt, and his younger bro- 
ther an eal-lt; Sir Edward VilHers, his half- 
-broker on tbe&;^er''S fide^ he either preferred 
«r removed (call it how you will) from his 
'^p-mother's eye to the prefidentftip ^^ whene 
he lived ki Bngnhir eftimation for his jolUoe 
and koipiiaUiy ; and died with^as-amcH grmf 
. of the whole province, as ever any governor 
^d (before Ins religious lady of fweet an^ 
aoble ilifpofitioD) aodtiig much 10 his 'honortN*. 
The eldeft of the brethren, aad heir of the 
n^ne, was made a baronet, but abftained 
irom coiirt, enjoying .perhaps the greater gceat- 
nefs of feU-fruition. 

He left his mother a conntefs by ^latent in 
>her own perfon, which was a new leading ex- 
ample, grown before fomewhat rare, £nce the 
days ql qaeen Mar)/^ His Mer «of Denbigh 
(that >right chara^lefof a good lady) he moft 
^iil»bly recommended to the -queen ; who.af< 
' difcharge of fome French in her couit 
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that were to return^ took her iato three fevctii 
places of honour juad trdfL 
' In Iborty not to iu^ik oa eveiy.. particular 
branch of thofe private, prttfermeo^s, he left, aii 
bis female kind^d, o£che entire or Jiaif bfeodi^ 
de&ending of the oaaeiof ViUiexir or. Bta^ 
taont, within any ofiar. degccci either siaKhe4 
with peers of the rp^iUm ^vally, or hopefully 
with eaxlft ioDs* and hoiis ; .or ;^ le^ft vmth 
knigiU9» pr. fbiliara of diAdfiul^,, siod o(^ pk^ti- 
M (ondition : he did Aot inoc^ ftFengthent 
his. ow«L. iubfi^oce. in c^ujf bj^tt fi«^d tj^ne 
on hia own feet* foe the.ttutiii^».t]»e moft^ 
his aUies rather leased upon: hk9, thanihoai^- 
e4 hiin vp* His famiSar^ ferv^iDt^ eiicb^ 
abo^t'his perf(M». iq oirdtRary' Wtn^aftg^ <ff 
about his affiiirs of ftaiey 9A bil Acmm^i 
gr of Q^ew aa his iksraid ; or of tU^»,«s tb^t 
viyo^thy kfiight. whom keloo^ ufed to ibjili^it 
.bis Cftufes ;. he left alU. both m g<Mi^ fimrtiitWt 
and, w]uchis;jiiQce»mgoodfame^ , 
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The life or 



Thomas Went worth, 



^f^^ H o M . A s W nmr v^o r t h was the ftm 
[' of Sir- Waikjri Wemwotth, ^ronet, 
-and Ann^, daughter and hetr to Sir Robert 
Atkins of St^weli, in the county^ of GlOuceAer, 
kiiFght ; aad wds born^ on the thirteenth of 
April 1593) ^en minmes aher three in th;e 
a^eeaooo r the famous Lilly, who cakujatid 
Ms namit^, haviiig laid dowii -i^ArologiGall 
reiUbiis for his-vioknc dieath. 

He wftdaperfon- ot moft> extraordinary ac« 
.complifiimeiitfiy wl^ick raiied him co very fi^^ 
nal honours and preferments. He at fxrH dif- 
tinguifhed himiblf amongft the king's op- 
pofers ; for which reafoh he was, in ' the year 
1^2^.9 made iheriff of Yorkihire^ to prevent' 
his being chofen member of parliament. Ajbl 
1626, he was put in confinement for refuhng . 
to contribut« to the loan, then exgMS'r^ 
■CbaFie».I. Tn th& patitamvnt, itt mz/, he* 
^gnalized hinUelf as a patriot, upon^ occaiion of 
the inquiry made into the grievances of the 
frati<m by the cornmons*. The aboies whichi 
they tookintoeoniideration, were biiletting qi 
TAdfMxu^.l^^HM by benevolence and. privy* feals,. 
-^ •>nfoRro$ni > <^ gi^ntksaeii tjcfofing to^ knd^. 
» G 6 dcnialv 
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«denial of releafe upon a.iiabeascorpos ; and, 

«inonglbmany ipeeches made ttpon this xxcsL" 

fion^ none were taken more notice of tkan 

that made by Sir Thomas Weatwonh ^ainft 

the government. But he obferFed that tfaoie 

thmgs were not to beimpoted to the kinsv but 

the miniilers» who had formed the d^gn t>f 

^retching the prerogative btyoad kr idue 

.l>ounds. ' <' T^eyhave'bFOQght<b&€mwn>i&- 

^ greater waiH tiian ever«^' fiiid he» *^ by 

.anticipating the revenuea: and^ran -the fliq>- 

lierd be thus /mitlen, and the ibeep not icat- 

Cercd f They iiave introduced a privy •icoon- 

<\], raviihittg at^once ij)e {p Wei^ of .ail ancient 

^overnm<nii impoibniftg i}^> widksiifit. either 

£ail or bond. They hvre^ taken .from: Jis, 

what ? What fiiall I &y ? indeed, what have 

<hey.teft i3i$^ All means of.faiiplyiag the 

king, «nd ingratiating ourielves vtith him» 

taking up the root of all property." 

As he was one of the igreaieft gemufes then 
iin.EDg^^nd> the king^^ouSi not but be&nfible 
( his iparts and eapad^ might be. highly 
dceable to him if he could gain him to hts 
4ide. lie Endeavoured it therefore^ after, or 
perhaps before, the di^ltttion of the parlia* 
ment, aad fiicceeded (b well, thftt Wentworth, 
•before it was aided, became one of thegnateft 
iAic|clers for the royal auibority, or rather for 
i<,he de(jpouc4>ower theJkmg had a mind toitk* 
itroduce. 

* Upon ihis-MTOOnnt tbekin^thooght him the 
ifiitdk 4)effoa .40 be <otf qfted ^th the pneii- 

% ' <deii(l(b^ 
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(ientflnp ^of the €Ott»cil in the north. He wat 
at Ae fame time created baron Went^octh, of 
Wentworth-wood-houfe ; and, on the tenth of 
J>eiQemhex followiiig» viicoant Wentwortb of 
the fame yhctf and ¥fiaL& made one of the pti^ 
. vy a>aacu ^ in all ^hicH^ trufta iie acquitted 
. Jbimfelf much te^he iatisfii^lion of his prince, 
whole reneone&e gsi^atl Jr improved . His next 
.iiepof -prefermimr was to be lord-deputy of 
Ireiaod^ where hs preferred learned and 
-pibiis men who wece attached ^0 -epiicopacy. 
He moreover caifed eight regiments for the 
king'^ fecvice, each coafiftiag of one thoafand 
anon; butbefece he had^iif^ied of the(e forces 
aisso necefiary qoarteni, he was recalled to £ng- 
iand,' and^fBBdeiieiitenah&-general to the eail 
of Northumberland, who commanded the ar- 
my which was going to be employed a?ainft 
xhe Scots, who liad then iavaded the king- 
dom. 

On the twelfth of January, 15 Charles I. 
^.was created baron of Raby, and earl of 
: Stxafibrd; ^md was dfo made. knight of the 
' ^gstttfi on the twelfth of September 1640^ 
hut things «ot fucceeding well in Ireland un- 
der Sir ChriUqper Wandesford, mailer of the 
r^ls diere, whom he had left depaty in his room ; 
4UMi the parliament -of England by this time 
tcntering into fecret engagements with the Scots, 
•the ean of Slsafod's ruiii was buot^ht about 
4iot long after. He had fo entirely devoted 
•himfeir to the king, that, in his two great 
offices ^ j)iefideat of the court x>f Yprk, -and 

loi4« 
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lord-Iientenant of Ireland, he had no other vievr 
but to ftfctch the prerogative- royal, and in- 
crease the "king's revenues. ' His proud and 
haughty carriage had given no leh ofience to 
the poblic than his adtibnt, whefel^ he ftrove 
to efhd>Iiih an arbitrary power. He was there- 
fore the firft among thoAr who paHbd 4br the 
anthofs^ of- the gnevances upon whosv the^ 
itorm fWi. - - 

On the eleventh- of Ntevcniber) eight 4^s 
after the opening of the parliament, Mr. Pym 
having defired and obtained his defire of rhe^ 
commons, that the doors of the hou(« might 
be locked, and the outward- room cleared of 
dangers, informed thern^ that there were feve- 
lal complaints againft the ear)- of Stralfbrd>. 
which gave joft grounds to accufe him- of high. 
treaCon. The houfe having received- this in* 
formation, inMnediately appointed a com* ittec- 
of fevcn, who withdrew into another room,, 
and conferring together, repoited Ihortly af- 
ter, that it was their opinion^ thete was^ juft' 
caufeto impeach the earl ofStrofi^rdi Then. 
Mr. Pym was ordered to go to the hopfe of* 
lords, and accufe the earl ot^ high treafon^ in; 
the name of the commons. We had orders^ 
atfo to tell the lords, that thexoflimo»s#ifaid^ 
in duetime^ prodttce^the' artfdes of-accufationv 
and deiited that the accufed might, ttH then^. 
b^^t^infafe cuftody. The eari of Strafibrd? 
had that very day quitted the army, and tAi^en*- 
his place In the houie of lords*. He had heeo; 
apgfiiied befbse he leftthe anay that u defign 
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was formed to attack him : but, whether 
through pridei or a perfuaiion that, having 
done notkiBg withaot the king's authority, he 
was ^9t9f he iUghtedtheadvicey and would 
be- pmient i|i ^the: parUameskt. Indeed, fom^ 
months >b6ibre^ tl>e Jut^g'&prote£lion< was more 
than fuiBcient to^icreea him^ from all danger t 
bat the face, of afiaiiss; was changed, and j$ 
feexas furpri&ng- that a peribn of fb ejrceUent 
aa under^ndingr co\iM ioiagine, that the 
fckig. was aUe to psotei^ him at foch a junc- 
ture'. 

N0 looner had the tomuMms impeached jtbe 
earl, buithe locd» comiiutted iifim tc> the cuf* 
tody of>^ the black-rpd, and ibme days after 
ifbnt ' bim^ to the Tower* The procef^ againft^ 
bimcQiil^ noti be ready to be tried till the 
twen^-feeond of ft^kcch^ 1^40- 1 . The trial 
jailed tiU the twel^ of. April, and then the 
comiiM^as, who bad been prefent all the while^ 
peroeiwkg^ doiibtle^, thiat the featence would 
not prove as rigorous at. they de^red, refolved 
to pcoceed agsiioAitbe earl by way of bill of at- 
tainder* . ' 

They vo^» ^refere,. oa the fixteenth^ 
wsid nineteenth of Aprils thatitwAs fuificiently 
proved, ^lat ihe.earl of Stsa^rd had endea*^ 
voared:totfiibitert the.ftmdj^meotal I'aw^ of the 
{nngdom> apd introduce- an arbitrary and ty'- 
rannical govespment into the realmrof JjggP^: . 
hixl.afid Xreland ; and tha^t, cofifeq^i3en|l]^^^ , 
W*3 >g«y^ ^^ jMgh#0«#3ac 
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* On the twenty-£rft of the fame-month, the 
bill of attainder was pafled, there being two 
kahdred and four for it, and fifty -nine againil 
k. The bill met with fo gneat oppoiition im 
the houfe of peers, that it was very doubtful 
%vhethef it woold be pafied or thfown out 4 
lor which reaibn, on the twenty-fevniti^, was 
prefented to both houfes a petitiioAy iubfcribed 
by above forty tbodand inhabitants of Lon- 
don, ietting forth the caufea of dieir fufpi- 
cions and fears; and, amongft others, that 
juilice was not yet executed upon the earl of 
Strafford ; and, that there was j-eafiin todttsid 
ib»e iecpet plot agatnil the parlianent^ 
' The twenty-eighth of April, the oommons 
fent a meffage to the lords, that they had -re- 
ceived information, that the earl ;of Strafibrd 
had a defign to mske an efcape >out of the 
Tower ; that the gaard about him was weak ; 
and therefore deiired he might; be keptciofe 
prifoner, and his .guards Itmngtjiened ^ tm 
which the lords'Coiifefli£ed« 

The firft of May^ the ^king cmmm to .the 
.parliament, atid, in a ipeech to both houfes, 
faid. That, having been prefent at tketrial of 
the earl of Strand, he could not in confci» 
ence condenm hitk of high-treif(bn, though he 
^thought him guilty of miidem^noira : mere^ 
ibre he defired the lorda to iind ibme way. te 
hf'mg him o«t of this great Ardight* The 
commons were very much iroubbd and dkP-' 
contented with this ijpeech^ and .diredly ad-~ 

Joosoed 
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joorned till the third of May ; on which day 
a great multitude at Wedminfter infulted and 
threatened the lords^ as they were going to 
tke houfe, oryiAg out, Joftiqe i Juftice I 

Jt wa^ ao eaTy siader for the lords to avoid 
doing- what the^coBiAons de(utd. In the firA 
^ace^ they .had iiifpired the nation with fuch 
a terror, that no one dur^ oppofe their rcibla- 
tipns> for fear of being thought to have iU 
defignaf and expofed to inevitable ruin. Se- 
cotidiyv the people ftill continued to flock about 
WcflndoAer*' and xvpenly threatened the lords. 
Thirdly, tJbi^tQmltitade p^^efeoted the (aaie day 
a petition io the lordjSj deiaandiDgjuAipe 

• agaiail thfi earl of ^aiFprd> and that the^ 

:lordihips would pkafe to free them from the 
&ar of a confpiracy. Fourthly, on th« mor« 
xowr being the fourth of May, the peop»l« 
fiettoig ^gether agam at . WelbnuaAer in 
greater numbe^rs thaa the day before, fome i in- 
cendiaries pafted up. ^ajLnik a wall in the old 

'falace^yard, the names of Htty-fix mem^rs, 
and called th^m S;traffbrdians, p^idbeuayei^gOf 
their c^^on^ry; Laftly, the fame day the mul- 
titude preiented to the Iqrds another petition , 

' faying: that they und^ood the Tower was 

foing to jreceive a ^arrifon of men, liot of the 
aoilets, as ufually, but confiding of other 
. ptffons, under the command of a captain, a 
gr«il cflpfidtnt of the earl of Strafford's; 
whidi viii» done to make way for the earl's 
<fcape« 
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Updn this pecicion, the houie (ent fix pee» 
.to go and examine Sir William Balfour, lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, about the truth of the 
ipat^er. Balfour anfwered, it was true he had 
his niajefty's order to receive one hundred men 
into .the Tower, and captain Bi1iing(ly to com- 
maRd then>9 and to receive only fuch men as 
the captain fhould bring to him ; but under- 
ibnding n^' their tordOiip's pleafure, he would 
receive no other guard into the Tower but the 
hamlet' men. 

• The lords farther declared, at a eoiWerence 
lltith the commons^ that they were drawing ta 
% cotidufion of the bill of attainder; hot wertt 
^ encompa^led with multitudes of people* 
: they might be conectved not to be free ; 
ind therefore defired the com mens to jcnit 
'^"S them^ to fHid out fome way to fend the 
pie to their horned Then tiiey debated 
:^l|ftation which had* before^ been drawn- 
—ier to be-figfied by aH the members ; 
3ft of which was, that each member 
M^tild do alljjiMitlty in his power to defeod 
the religion of the d^urch, of England* and th^ 
privileges of parliament | and* (hould do all 
m his power m bring ^p^^condign punifhmeivt 
all that by force of cohfpiracy fhoold do any 
thing againil either. ^. 

This protedation' beifi^ palTfyd^ and tA»Tk 
jby^ four hundred and thirty -three c<^|pefll||$9 
and one- hundred' and CiH lords, in^V^ng the 
bilhopsandjudgesy the commons ordered Dn 

Burgefs 
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Borgds to acquaint the multitude with the pro- - 
tefiation taken by both houfes, and thjit they 
were defired to- retire to their houfes. The 
tnaltitude, having received thi^ informatk>iiy^ 
departed* 

The parliaaieiit of Ireland, wa^ no iboofr^ 
informed that the earl o£ Strai&fd was in the 
Toweri bj»t they &nit a comminee of botk 
hovkCs^ to £a§laxiid» 10. la^f before the parlia?. 
B^ilt'j-eiiioii^ifci^f # CDi^fKerning thieb grievance v 
the If ifii> enduted Vindev^ thai lord's adminiHra^ ^ 
tion . Theft pemonftrafMrei coiHj^d the verjfk 
i^fii^<harge» aiTenedi in twenLy-^eigbi ajrtides# 
•^h^Htd: agaiftil him by the ^^motiax oi 
£ngkqd> •.• ' 

ThQ^pre!ee& waan&i rendy t» bejodgedtiB; 
the twenty-ft«0Bd of Mmoh^^ id^o^iy and 
hAed till the tweluh of April. Jtwoqidte 
t0& ^mg^widad^ri a, work to give a particaiar 
accf^UAt <4 the- proofs^ d^pcufitians of evt« 
denfien:»iif^tfS(Of tjie;piwtf«ficu;red upon e^ 
«rrii9l^» afid Fepjies of thf) ct»j&moR8j Tqfjffkok ,: 
argeapai idea Qf the thipg» i^ will fuffice^^ 
b^i, i» two wocdf*^ that the. impeacbnient 
ittfifiing whdly oponi th^e earl of Strafl^rd'a 
pf«teoded innentioatoifubvert the fundamental 
hkm o£ 1^19. kingdom, ihe greateft part of the 
crimes he was accufed of, could not be ac** 
cQtii$e(i<c;r^i^i|| of highrtreafon, but on. fuppo« 
fifjlft q£ ,thit: fame intentioa'; and thereforo 
the matPdgers of the profeci»tien inftded upon 
every one of the articles ih order to prove thia 
intention ; maintaining, that, though each 0/ 

them 
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them was not capable of proving it, they 
Vffire, however, all together, a demon lira tion 
of the feme : but, beftdes that each of thefe 
articles was -not equally well proved, it re- 
mained alfo to decide, whether the intention 
GDuld render a man guilty of ^rcafon. 'Th« 
council for the earl of Strafford maiutaitted*' 
t^ax, although, by the law, the bare intention 
of killing the king was kigh-treafbn ; it did 
not follow that the intention conld be confi* 
4cnd in the (ame light with refpe^' to other 
Hinds of trea(bn, on wlikrh the law had not 
-decided in the fa«ne manner. On the other 
liand^ the eari of Stra^rd ihewed, that none 
of the particular crimes he was charged wirhv 
conld be deemed treafon; and, that an hun- 
<dred felonies could never make one treafonable 
citrne. * 

The iiineteemh of April, it wa» voted by 
ihexommons, that the endeavour of the earl 
<iE:Stra^:>r<i to fabvert the fond amen tal laws' 
of 1% Eea]m« cf England and Ireland, and t6 
iii^oduce an arlnttary and tyrannical govern • 
ment in both thofe kingdoms, w^s high-trea^ 
ion. Two days after, a bill, of attainder wa« 
brought in againil the* earl. The bill was 
lead twice in the morning, and the third time 
in the afternoon ^ and pafied with the majo- 
aity of two hundred and four ag||i!ftlifty-tii«e4 
•fteni^ich it was fent up to the terds; '^ !• 

Among the oppofers of the bill, 4ft e lord 
Digby dillinguiihed himfelf by a very eloquent 
^ech ; wherein he eadeavoured to (hew, that 

the 
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tthe condemning the earl of Stra^brd in thiat 
manner was a downright morder. Great 
exceptions were taken at this ipecch; and, 
though the houfe did not ieem to take much 
notice of it at firft, they ordered afterward 9» 
that it fhotild be burned by the common hang- 
man. 

The bill of attainder had not f»'efently the 
elFe^ the commons wi(hed ; the lords were in 
no hafte to examine it, or* to anfwer the inr- 
patience of the commons ; they had a mind. 
£ril to weigh argutineats for and againit the 

»bill. 

In this interyatj fevei^l thoniands of inh»- 

' bitants of London preiented to both hoofes a 
pedtion againft the carU ^^rying he was a fwom 
enemy to the city. The twenty-eighth of 
April, Mr. St. John made a fpeech to the lordj 
to prove that the bill of attainder was not con- 
trary to law ; and, on the firft of May, the 
king came to the parliament, and made the 
following fpeech to both houibs : 

"- My Lor its, 

'^* I HAD not any intention to have fpoken 
to you of this bufmefs thiA day, which is the 

freat baiine^ of the earl of Strafford, becaufe 
would do nothing that might ierve to hinder 
your occafions : but now it comes to pais* 
that* feeing of necefity I muft have part in 

the 
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•^e jadgment, I tlitnk it mod necefTary for me 
to declaim my confcknce therein. I am fare 
you all know that I have been preient at the 
hearing of this great cafe, from the one end 
to the other ; and J muft tell you, that I caix- 
ftot condemn him of high-treafon; It is not fit 
for me to argoe the buiinefs ; I am fure you 
'vdll not exped thalt^ a pofitive do^lrifie beft 
•becomes the mouth of a prince; yet I muft tell 
trou three great trmhs, which I am Aire nobodjr 
iknows {q well as myfelf. 

*^ F'Mf That I had never' any intenuon of 
bringing ovei* the IriAi army into England ; 
4ior ever was ^dvifed by any body £o to 'do. 
Secondly, That there was never any debits 
before mey neither in. public eouiKil nor at 
private committee, of the diHoyalty of my 
'Englfih fabjeds ; nor ever had J any fuQ)icion 
-of them. Thirdly, 1 was never -coimcelled by 
'any one to alter the leafl of any of the laws €^ 
'England, mnch le6 to alter all the laws. 
Nay, I muft tell you this^ I think no body 
durft ever be fo impudent to move me in it ; 
for, if they had, I fhould have put fuch a mark 
npon them, and made them &ch an exaimple, 
that all poderity fhould know my intentions 
tjy it J for my intention was ever to govern 
according to law, and no otherwife. 

** I de^re to be rightly underflbGid. I tdd 
you, in my confcience I cannot condemn him 
•6f high-treafibn ; 'yet I c^miotTay I can clear 
him of miidemean^uris : therefore I hope yo« 

may 
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jnay find away to fatisfy juftice.aod your own 
fears, afid pot prefs upon my confcience. Yet 
I muft declave unto you, that, to fatisfy my 
people, I would do great matters ; but this 
of confcience, no fear, no refped whatever, 
ihall ever make me go againft it. Certainly I 
have not fo ill deferved of the parliament at 
this time, that they fhould prefs me in this 
tender point, and therefore I cannot exped^ 
tBat you will go about it. Nay, I mufl coa- 
fefSf for matters of mifdemeanours, I am ib 
clear in that^ that, though I will not chalk 
out the way, yet, let me tell you, that I do 
think my lord of Strafibrd is not fit hereafter 
to ferve me, or the commonwealth, in any 
place of trufi; no, not fo much as that of a 
conflable : therefojie I leave it to you, my 
lords, to find fome fuch way as may bring me 
out of this great (Ireight, and keep ourfelvea 
and the kingdom from fuch great inconveni- 
ences. Certainly he that thinks him guilty of 
high-treafon, in his confcience may condemn 
him of mifdemeanours," ^ 

The earl of Clarendon infinuates, that the 
lord Say advifed the king to n^ke this fpeech, 
in order to draw him into a fnare, and render 
the earl of Strafford's ruin more fure. Cer- 
tain it is, when Strafford was told, by his 
overjoyed friends, that the ki^g had made a 
warm fpeech in his favour to bodi houfes, he 
received it as his doom ; and told them, l*he 
king'i kindnefs had ruined him^ and that he 

had 
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had Iktle elfe to do bat to prepare hiinfelf for 
death. Indeed, the coxninons were highly 
oflfended with the king's fpeech, faying. It 
was an unprecedented thing, that he ihould 
meddle with bills before they were ,prefented 
to. him ; and, that it tiad a tendency to take 
away the freedom of votes. ' Upon this they „ 
adjourned till Monday, the third of May. 

Wheii the bill of attainder again ft the earl 
palled both houfes, ' the king was in the 
greateft agitation and perplexity. He loved 
Strafibrd, and was convinced that he had done 
nothing but what was conformable to his in- 
tentions and the maxims he woald have intra- 
doced into the government. He might be 
guilty, with regard to the people, upon manv 
accounts ; but certaiiUy he was. not (b witk 
refpedi to the king, who had always approved 
of his condu£l : beiides, his majefty had pro- 
tefled, in full parliament, that he could not, 
nor would, do any thing againd his confci- 
ence ^ and he did not believe in ^his confci- 
ence that the earl was guilty. On the other 
hand, if he confented to the bill of attainder, 
after having declared that it was againft; Ms 
confcience, he would fhew that he was re- 
duced to this extremity by the neceffity of his . 
affairs, fo would not be thanked for it, and, 
for the time to come, would be able to refufe 
his parliament nothing :^ but, if he rejeded 
the bill, he plainly perceived die confequences 
his refufal might be attended with ; and, that, 
at lead, he ihould be actnfed of denying his 

people 
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."people joftice, contrary to the advice of both 
.4ioufes of parliament. 

It feems probable that, in this extremiry» 
ibineone advifed the king to diiTolve the parlia- 
ment ; at lead the commons imaeined he had 
no other expedient left to extricate himfelf 
#roin tbe difficulty he was. involved in; and 
therefore, to deprive him of this, refuge, the 
'iaine dayi the fourth of May, they ordered 
the bringing in of a bill for the continuance 
of the prefent parliament, that it might not 
l>e dififolred without the conlent of botii 
•kpufes. 

Then the king called his privy-counci) to- 
.^ther, and fent for his lawyers. He laid be« 
^re them his fcruples, and the reafons whick 
'OBght to prevent htm from giving his confent 
to tbe bill : but Juxon, bilhop of London, 
was the only perfon tliat ventured to adviie the 
king to rejed a bill prefented to him by both 
houl^s. All the fell did their utmoil to per- 
fuade him to fatisfy his people, alledging that 
tbe life of any perfon ought not to be put in 
the ballance with the fafety of the kingdom. 
With regard to hie fcruples, they told him> 
that he might confult his biihops, who would 
.giire him the bed advice. 

The king, not meeting with the fatisfadion 
lie eitpe^ed from his council^ fent for ibme 
bifhofis to advife with. It is a^rmed, that 
Neile, archbifbop of York, faid to him upon 
this occadon, that there was a private and a 
public confcien^e; ^ihat his pvblic confcience, 
. VOL.V, « as 



146 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

as jL king, might not only difpenfe with, bat 
oblige, him to do that which was againft his 
private confcience as a man ; and fo, in plain 
terms, advif^d him, even for confcience fake, 
to pafs the a^. 

, What helped the moft, however, to deter- 
mine Charles, was a letter from Strafibrd him- 
ielf, who, hearing the flraits the king was in, 
humbly befought him to pafs the bill, to re- 
move him OBt of the way, towards a bleiled 
agreement, which he doubted not God would 
for ever edablifh between him and his fab • 
jedts : adding, that his confent would more 
acquit his majefty to God than all the world 
could do befides. To a willing man there is 
no injury. At leail, the king, no longer able 
to withfland the pre/ling inftances of the par- 
liament, and his own couiifellors, or, rather,* 
the fear of the calamities he forefaw might 
befal him and his pofterity, if he refofed to 
confent to the bill, figned a commiilion to 
three lords to pafs it in his name. 

But, notwithftanding the earl of Strafford's 
letter, when the king feiit fecretary Carieton 
to him, to acquaint him with what was done, 
and the motives of it, the earl ferioufly afked 
the fecretaty, whether his majefty had pafied 
the bill or not ; as not believing, without 
fome aftonilhment, that the king would have 
done it : and, being again affured that it was 
pafled, he rofe from his chair, lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, laid his hand on his heart, and 
faid, ''Put not your truft in princes, nor in any 

' of 
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of the Tons of men, for there is no help in 
them." 

- On Wednefday, the twelfth of May, 1641, 
being come to the place of execntion, he 
mounted the fcafFold, made hia dbeiiances, 
and began to take his lad farewel of his 
friends, who appeared much more concerned 
than himfelf. Obferving his brother. Sir 
George Wentworth, to weep excefSvely, * 'Bro- 
ther,*' faid he, with a chearful briiknefs, 
** What do you fee in me to deferve thefe tears ? 
Doth any indecent fear betray in me a guilt, 
or my innocent boldnefs any atheifm ? Think 
now that you are accompanying me the third 
time to my marriage- bed : never did I throw 
off my cloaths with greater freedom and con - 
tent than in this preparation to my grave. 
That ftock," pointir>g to the. block, *• muft 
be my pillow j here fhall I reft from all my 
labours; no thoughts of envy, no dreams of 
treafon, jealouiies or cares fbr the king, 
the ftate, or myfelf, Iball interrupt this eafy 
fleep: therefore, brother, with me, prtythote 
who, . beiides their intention, have made nve 
happy ; rejoice in my happinefs, rejoice in my . 
Snnocejice*" ^ 

Then kneeling down, he made this pro- 
teflation:** I hope, gentlemen, you do think, 
that neither the fear of lois, nor I6ve of repu- 
tation, will fufFer me to bslye God and my own 
^onfcience at this time. I am now in the very 
ioor, going out, and my next ilep muft he 
^rom time to eternity either of peaice or psin. 

Hz To 
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To dear myfelf before yoa all, I do -here fb« 
lemnly caliXjod to witnefs, I am not guUtyvy 
fo far as I can onderftan<]> of the great errnie 
laid to my charge ; nor have ever had the 
lead inclihation or intenti&a to damnify or 
^prejudice the king, the ftate, the iawsy or 
the religion, of this kingdom ;'bac, wkh my 
beft endeavours, to ierve all> and to fupport^ll^ 
ib may God be merciRil to my foal." ' 

Then rdfing op, he faid he defired to ^Msak 
tibmething to tbe people, but was afraid he 
ihould be heard \mt l^ few, in regard of the 
ficMfe; but having firft fitted hiffi^lf to tbe 
block, and riling again« he thas addreiied hini>- 
felf to the fpe^ators. 

*< My lord-primate of Ireland, tatd ^my 
fords, and the reft of thefe noble gentlemen:: 
it is a ^reat comfort to me to have your lord- 
ihips by me this day, becaufe I have been 
4cnown to you a long tiftee; andldOw defire to 
be heard a few words. Icome here by the good 
infill and pleafure of almighty jQod, to pay that 
lafl debt I owe to fin, which is death ; and, by 
the blefiing of that God, to rife ag^n, thro' 
the merits of Jefus Chrift, to righteoufifiefs and 
life eternal." Here he was a little intei^- 
Tupted. 

<< My lords, I am come hidier to fubmit to 
that judgment which ha^ paifed againftme, I 
do it with 9 very quiet and contented mind ; 
I thank God 1 do freely forgive all the woH'*^* 
a forgivenefs that is not fpoken from the to 
outwdrd, astheyia^i butfrom^^very he? 
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T' &eak it in the picfence of almighty Goc? ^ 
behM-e whom I fiand, that therp is not a dif- 
pleafing tHooght arifiog in me towards any 
man liidng. i thank God I can fay it, and 
trniy tQo« my amfcience bearing me witnefst^ 
that* in aH my employments, iince i had the- 
honour to ferve his majefty, I never had any 
tiling 'in the pnrpofe of my heart, but what 
tended to the joint and individual profperity of 
king and people, although it hath been my ili^ 
fiortune to^ he mi&onftrued. 

** lam oot the firiL tkat h^th fdficred iw 
this kind ; tt is the common portion of ns all, 
while we are in 1^ ix&, M> err ; righteous 
jndgmeBC we mnft wait for in another place, 
£»r.hece iwe are very liibjed )to be misjudged' 
ttoe of another. Thaoe is one thing that I 
(iefire to free mjSdf d£, and I «m va:y conit^^ 
flent," ^leaking it iiow with nxiich chearfuU 
neie, -'^ that-Ilhali obtain yonx chrJd:ian ct)a« 
rity in the belief of it. I was fo far from be* 
iag agalnft par Hamenks^ that I did aiways thinlcT 
ttie parliaments of England were the moii: 
happy £onftitntion6 that any kingdom or na« 
lion lived under,, and the beft means, under 
G)od, to make the king and people happy. 

** For my death, I here acquit all the 

vMsdd, and befeech the God* of heaven heartily 

to forgive them that contiived it, though, in 

***^ intentions and pnrpoTes of my heart, 1 am. 

guilty of 4vhat I die for : and, my lord* 

")aii;»..iti*4i.grcat comfort for me, that his 

H.3. majeiiy. 
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majefty conceives me not meriting (b fevere 
and heavy a puniOiment as is the otmoll exe« 
cucion of this fentence. I do infiniteyy re- 
joice in this mercy of his, and I befeech God 
to return it into his own bofom, that be may 
find mercy when he Hands mofl in need of 
it. 

*^ I wifh this kingdom al! the profperity 
and happinefs in the world ; I did it living, 
and now dying it is my wifli. I do mb(l 
humbly recommend this to every one who 
hears me, and deiire they would lay thdr 
hands upon their hearts, and confider feri- 
oully, whether the beginning of the happi- 
nefs and reformation of a kingdom fhould 
be written in letters of biood. Confider this 
when you are at your homes, and let me b# 
never fo unhappy, as that the leall drop of my 
blood ihould rife up in judgment dgamfl:. any 
one of you ; but I fear you are in a wrong 
way. 

*• My lords, I have but one word more» 
and with that I (hall end. I profefs that I 
die a true* and obedient fon to the church q€ 
England, wherein I was boriy, and in which 
I. was bred. Peace and profptrity tc ever 
to it. 

•* It hath been obje£led (if it were an ijjb- 
jei^ion worth the anfwering) that I have been 
inclined to popery j but I fay truly from my 
heart, that, from the time that I was, one and 
twenty years of a|;«j to this prefent^ going 

now 
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flow upon forty- nine, I never had in my heart 
to doubt of this religion of the church o£ 
England ; nor ever had any man the boldnefs 
to fuggeil any fuch thing to me to the beil of 
my remembrance : and fo, being reconciled 
by the merits of Jefus Chrift my Saviour, into 
whofe bofom 1 hope I ihall fliortly be gathered > 
to thofe eternal happineiTes which ihall never 
have end. I defire heartily the forgivenefs of 
every man for any rafh or unadvifed words, or 
any thing done amifs : and fo, my lords and 
gentlemen, farewel } farewel all things of this 
world. 

** I defire that you would be filent, and 
join with me in prayer ; and, I truft in God» 
we fhall all meet and live eternally in Heaven ; 
there to receive the accompli fhment of all 
happinefs; where every tear fhall be wiped 
away from our eye&, and every fad thought 
from our hearts : and fo God blefs this king* 
dom, and Jefus have mercy, on my foul." 

Then turning himfelf about, he faluted all 
the noblemen, and took a fblemn leave of all 
confiderable perfons upon the fcaffold^ giving 
them his hand. After that, he faid, g<entle« 
in«it, I would fay my prayers, and entreat 
you all to pray with me, and for me ; 
then his chaplain laid the book of common* , 
prayer upon the chair before him as he kneel- 
ed down, on which he prayed almofl a quarter 
' an hour, and then as long, or longer, with- 
4t the book, and concluded with the Lord's 
ayer. 

H 4. Standing 
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Standing up, he efpied hi« brcxher^ Sir 
George Wentworth, and called to htm^ fay* 
ing, ** brother, we muft part; redjember me to 
my Mer, and to my wife, and carry my b|ef^ 
fing to niy fun, and charge him that he feat 
God, and continue an obedient foo to tha 
church of England, and warn him that h« 
bear no private grudge, or revenge, toward 
any. man concerning me ; and bid him be* 
ware that he meddle not with church -livings, 
for that will prove a moth and a caaker to. 
him in his eilate ; and wiih him to conteo;! 
himfelf to be a fervant to his countiy, not 
aiming at higher preferment*. Carry my blef- 
fing alio to my daughters, Anne and Arabella^ 
chaise them to (erv^ and fear God^ and ha 
will blefs them ; not forgetting my littfe in> 
fant, who yet knows neither gs>od nor cvir^ 
and cannot fpeak for itfelf ; God ips^ £br it 
and blefs it. Now,'' faidhe, " I have nigkdowc;, 
one flrokb will make nay wife hufbandkfs, my 
dear children fatherlefs, and my poor iervants 
maflerl efs, and will feparate me from my dca? 
bjother, and all my friends; bat lei God bc^ 
to you and them all in all." 

After this going totakeofi^h$s doublet, s^fidL 
to ma^e himfelf ready, he fiiid, "I thftok 
God I am not afraid of death, nor daunted, 
with any difcouragement riiing from anjF 
fears, but do as chear/uUy put off my doublet 
at this time^ as ever I did when I went to bed ^ 
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tlien he put 6fF bis doublet, wound up his . 
hair with his hands, and put on a. white cap. 

Then he called. Where is the man that is to 
do this laft office? (meaning -the exeeutioner);. 
call him to me ; when he came and alked him 
forgivenefs, he told him, he forgave him and, 
all the world. Then kneeling down by. tha 
block, h» went to prayer again himfelf, the 
primate of Ireland kneeling on the one fide", . 
and the minifter on the other : io the which 
minifler, after prayer, he turned himfelfi and. : 
ipake fome few words foftly, having his hands , 
lifted up, and clofed with the miniver's hands*. 
Then bowing himfelf to lay his head upon 
tbe block, he iold the executioner. That he 
would firft lay down his head to try the fit* 
nefs of the block, and take it up again, before 
]ie would lay it down for. good and all; 
and fo he did : and before he laid it down 
again, he told the executioner, That he-would . 
give him warning when to ilrike, by (Iretching - 
mrth his hands ; -and prefently laying down 
his neck upon the block, and ftretching forth > 
his hands; the executioner ftruck off his head It; 
one blow; and taking it up in his hand, (hewed 
ii to all die people, and faid, **^ God fave the 
King.'* 

His body was afterwards embalmed, and, 
apj^ointed to be carried into Yorkfliire, there 
to be buried amongft his anceflors. 

Lord Clarendon, fpeaking of the earl of' 
Strafford, gives him the following character. 
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H^ was, fays he, a- man of too high and 
fevere a deportment, and too great a con- 
temner of ceremony to have many friends at 
court, and therefore could not but have ene- 
mies enough. He was a peribn of great parts, 
and extraordinary endowments of nature, not 
unadorned with ibme addition of art and 
Teaming, though that affdn was more impro- 
ved and illudrated by the other; for he had a 
readinefs of conceptioli, and ibarpnefs of ex* 
predion, whicfimade his learning thought more^ 
than, in truths it was. His iirllinclinations and 
addrefTes to the court were only to eftabliih his- 
greatnefs in the country, where he apprehend- 
ed fome a£ts of power from the lord Saville,. 
* who had, been his rival always there, and of 
late had firengthened himielf by being made 
a privy>counfeiTor and officer at court : but his 
drfi attempts were fo profperou^i that he con- 
tented not himfelf with being fecure from that 
lord's power in the country^ but reded not till 
he had bereaved his adverfary of all power 
and place in court,, and fo ient him down a 
i^& abjed, dilconfolate old man, to his coaa-« 
try, where he was to have the {iiperintendency 
over him too, by getting himielf, at this 
time, made lord-prefident of the North : 
I'hefe fucceiies> applied to a nature too elate 
and haughty of itfelf, and a quicker progrefs 
into the greateft employ m^ents and truft than 
ufual, made him more tranfported with dj 
^ain of other men> and more contemning tl 
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I / forms of buiinefs, than haply he would, if he 
had met with (bme interruptions in the be- 

'i gthning, and had paifed in a more leifurely 

gradation to the oSce of a ilatefman. He was 
aperfonof great bbfefvation, and a piercing 
judgment, both in things and perfons ; but 
hh too good Ikill in -perfons, made him judge. 
the worfe of things^ for it was his misfortune 
to be in a time when very few wife men were 
equally employed with him ; and fcarce any 
ikut the lord Coventry (whofc truft was^^ more 
confined) whofe faculties and abilities were 
equal to his : fo that upon the matter he re- 
lied wholly upon himfelf ; and difcerning ma- 
ny defeats in moft men, he too much neglefled 
"what they faid or did. Of aU hre paffionsr his 
pride was the moft predominant, which a mo- 
derate exercife of ill fortune. might have cor- 
rededand reformed; arid which was, by the 
hand of heaven, ftrang^ly punifhed, by bring* 
ing his deftruflion upon him by two things, 
which he moil defpifed, the People, and Sir 
Harry Vane. In a word, the. epitaph which 
Plutarch records, that Sylla wrote for himftif, 
Hiay not be unfitly applied to him: ** That 
no man ever did exceed him, either in doing 
good to his friends, or in doing mifchief to - 
his enemies," for his adts of both kinds w«re: 
noft notonoofi. 
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An ACCOUNT of 



The Philofophical Works of 
LORD BACON. 



L ^TpHE FifftPartof Eflays, or Counfelr^ 
JL Civil and Moral: an admirable work;, 
in whljch our author inftrufts men in the mod 
ufeful principles of wiidom and prudence* 
and teaches how to acquire whaA are edeemed 
the greatefl bleffings> and how to avoid the 
evils which are mod dreaded jn the conduct of 
human life. His penetration^ exa^lnefs, and 
perfe£l ikill in all the offices of civil life» ap- 
peared to great advantage in this performanc 
which, as our author himfelf was feniil ' 
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proved of greM fefvice to bis charader, and: 
pomoted tfie high' eileem .that was already. 
conceived of his parts and learnitvg. 

The rezfon why Mr. Bacon publiflied thefe 
eilays at this time, is aligned in his dedication, 
of them to his brotlier Mr. Anthony Bacon ;;, 
which wsLBy that many of them had ftolen 
abroad in writing, and were very likely to- 
come into the wqfld* in prints ^ith more im* 
perfedUons than the author thoQgbt it jaft to*- 
take upon himfelf.. 

About fixteen * years afterwards, he had 
tiiottghtsof publifliing a new edition of them, 
which he intended to dedicate to prince Henry; 
and in his dedicatioti he inferted a very clean 
and candid account of the book.. 

•* Td write juft treatifes," fays he, ** re*, 
quires leifare in the writer, and leifure in the 
r€ader ; and therefore are not (b fit either in 
your highnefs's princely affairs, or in regard 
of my continual fervice ; which is the caufe 
that hath made me chufe to write certain brief 
notes^ fet down rather fignificaotly than cori'- 
eafly, which I have called E^ys. The word 
is late, but the thing is antient j for Seneca's 
epiiUes to Lucilius) if yOu mark them well, 
are but eilays ; that is, difperfed meditations^ 
tiiough conveyed in the form of epiftles. 
Thete labours of mine, I know, cannot bet 
worthy of your highnefs ; for what can be 
>vorthy of you ! Bat my hope is, they may hn 
" grains of &lt, that will rather give you an 
etite than offend yon with &tiety : aad^ 

although 
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although they handle thofe things, wherem 
both mens lives and their peribns are moft 
converfant, yet what I have attained I know 
not; but I have endeavoured to make them 
not vulgar, but of a nature whereof a man- 
ihall find much in experience and little in 
books ; fo as they are neither repetitions nor 
fancies." 

Sir Francis Bacon defigned to have prefixed 
this epiiUe to his efTaye, printed in the year 
1612 ; but was prevented by the prince'* 
death. Yet at was fo well liked by Mr. Mat- 
thew,, that he inferted it in his declaration to 
the duke of Turfcany, before his tranfktion of 
thofe eflays printed in 16 18. This /econd editi- 
on, when publiihed, the author addrefled to Sir 
John Conftable, his brother-in law. He after- 
wards fent them abroad, revifed and enlarged" 
in Latin and EngliHi, dedicating them in both 
languages to the duke of Buckingham ; in 
which dedication he tells his grace, that he 
thought it agreeable to hi» aife^ipn and obli- 
gations to prefix hi? name before them, be- 
caufe he conceived they might lalb as long a5 
books laft. 

There are other places in our author's writ- 
ings, in which thefe efTays are mentioned, 
and in which he exprefies a particular fenfe of 
their ufefulnefs to mankind- ; and redounding 
as mucli or more to his honour than thofe large 
and extenfive works which had cpd him much' ^ 
greater pains and labour ; in which be cer-- 
tainly was not miflakena 

IL The 
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II. The two books ojf Francis BacoDy Of 
the Proficience and Advancement of Learn- 
ing, Divine and Human ; to the king. We 
have a large and excellent account of this work 
given us by the learned Dr. Tenifon, who, 
fpcaking of the great inftauration of the fci- 
ences, which our author divided into fix parts> 
proceeds thus, " The iiift part propofed wa3, 
the partition of the fciences ; and this the 
author perfeded in that golden treatife^ Of the 
Advancement of Learning, addreiled to king 
James ; a labour which he termed a comfort 
to his other labours. This he firft wrote in 
two books in the £ngli(h tongue; in which his 
pen excelled : and of this firfl edition, that is 
to be meant which, with fome truths and 
more modefty, he wr6te to the earl of Salif* 
bury, telling him, That, in his book,, he was 
contented to awake better fpirits, being him- 
felf like a bell-ringer, who is £r{t up to call 
others to church. 

** Afterwards he enlarged thofe two dill 
courfes, which contained efpecially the aforS. 
faid partition, and divided the matter of it into 
eight books; and, knowing -that this work 
was defired beyond the feas ; and being alio 
aware* that books written in a modern lan- 
guage, which. rCceiveth much change, in a 
^w years were out of ufe ; he caufed that 
part of it which, he had written in Engliih, to 
be tranilated into the Latin tongue by Mr^ 
Herbert, and fome others, who were efteemed 
xnafters in the Romaa eIo<],uence.. Notwith^i 
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ilanding which, he Co fuited the flile to hisr. 
conceptions, by a ftridi caftigation of the whole 
work, that it may deiervedly (eem his own. 

The tranflation of this work, that is, of'. 
»uch of the two books written by him in 
Engliib^ he firft commended to Dr. Playfer, a-, 
proleflbr of divinity in Hie univerfity of Cam- 
bridge ;,afing, among others, thefe words to- 
kirn : 

* The privatenefs of the kngnage confi- 
d&red» wherein the book is written^ excluding 
ib many readers ; as^ on the other (ide, the- 
obfcority of the argument in many parts of it, . 
excludeth many others i I muft account it a. 
fecond birth of that work^ if it mi?ht.be. 
tranflated into Latin » without manifeft io(s of 
the fenfe and matter : for this purpoie, I. 
could not reprefent to myfelf any man, into > 
whofe hands X do more eartieftly defire the' 
work (hoold fall than yourfelf; for by that I 
have heard and read, I: know no man a greater 
mailer in commanding words to ferve mat« 
ter.' 

" The doctor was willing to ferve ia excel- 
lent a perfon, and fo worthy a defign ^ and, . 
within a while, fen t him a fpecilnen of a Latift 
tranflation. But men generally come ihort df 
themfelves when they ftrive to outdo them- 
felves ; they put a yforee upon their natur^ , 
genius ) and, by a draining of it^ crack aR4 
difable it : and (b it feems it happened to 
that wor^y and elegant man upon 'this great- 
occafion^ he would be over^ accurate ; «it4l< 

he. 
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lie ieiit a fpo^imen of fuch iuperEne JL^tinity, 
that the lord Bacon dkl not eocourag^ ium to 
labour further in that work '; in the pennii^g 
of which » he deilred not fo much neat ana 
polite, as clear, jziafcsiline, and apt expieC* 
iioa. 

" The whole of this hook was rendered in^ 
to Bngliih by Dx. Gilbert Wats of Oxford* 
and the tranilation Kas beets well r^ceivod b>( 
Biany , but^ojxis there were who wiihed, that 
« .tc^^ation had been fet forth^ in whkh the 
genius and ^rit of the lord Bacoa had mom 
s^ppjearedi and I have feen a UttAFf written, 
b/ a certain g^nuleinan to Dr. Jkawky^ 
i^Jie^reui they thus importune him &x a l&ftrf^ 
4jccurate verfio^i) hy his owa band: 

* It is our haira'ble futt to you, a^ w« dQ 
earneiliy ibiJicit you, to give your fel^ theiro))'^ 
ble t0 4:oTre£l tbe too moch deife^ivc^aiiflan 
lion of De i^ugmentis ScieotiajiAHi j whielit 
Dr. Wats hath fet forth. It is a^ thou^d pi- 
ties fb worthy a piece ihodld lofe ic« ^i^c» 
^nd credit by an ill ^expofitCor ; fince thofe per*- 
iosts vjihQtpsd thft tradition, taking it fof 
genaiiie, and i^on th^ preCu9pUon mK. re^. 
j^rding the X^atiii edition^ af e hereby robbodt 
of the beae£t ; whkh, if yoa w^uld pleaie to^ 
sndertake the Jbufineis, the^ would receive.^ 
This j^endeth to the diflK>uottr of that nobJQ> 
lord, and the hindrance of the advancement of: 
karnin£« 

'^ lliis work hath been ^ib trandated into 
Frefl<^^ u^oa^q «9quo.n.<^f th< n)»r<|uis Fiati 

but 



i62 A P P E N 1> I X. 

but in it there are many things whoUy omit- 
ted, many things pcrft&ly miftaken, and ibme 
things, efpecially fach as relate' to religion* 
wilfully pervetted ; infomuch that, in one 
place, he makes his lordfhip to magnify the Le^ 
gend ; a book fure of little credit with him; 
when he thus begins one of his eifays: * I had 
rather believe all the fables in the Legend and 
the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than, that this 
univerfal frame is without a mind/ 

• ** The faireft and moft correft edition of 
this book in Latin, is that in folio, printed at 
London, anno 1625 ; and whofoever would 
underftand the lord Bacon's cypher, let him 
confult that accurate edition ; for, in fbme 
other editions which I have pernfed, the form 
of the letters of the alphabet, in which much 
of the myftery confifleth, is not obfen^ed ; but 
die Roman and Italic fhapes of them are 
confounded. 

* •* To this book we may reduce the drBi four 
chapters of that imperfe^ treatife, publiftied 
in Latin by Ifaac Gruter, and called. The 
Defcription of the Intelleftual Globe: they 
being but a rude draught of the partition of 
the fciences, fo accurately and methodically 
drfpofed in the book Of the Advancement of 
Learning. To this alfo we may reduce the 
treatife called Thema Coeli, publilhed likewife 
in Latin by Gruter ; and it particularly be- 
longeth to the fourth chapter and the third 
bocMC of it, us being a diicourfe tending to aa 
improvement of the fyftem of the heavens ; 

which 
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which is treated of in that place; the honfes 
of which, had God granted him life, he would 
have underflood as well almofl as he did his 
own, • 

** For the fame realbn, we may reduce to the 
fame place Of the Advancement, the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh chapter of the Defcriptio 
Globi Intelle^italis, above mentioned." 
- III. Cogitata 8c Vifa ; containing the 
groand'Work, or plan, of his famoas Novam 
Organam ; fo eiTential a part of his Inflaara* 
tion that it fometimes bears that title. He was 
ienfible of the difficulties that w6uld attend 
his grear deAgn of building up the whole 
palace of wifdom anew ; and, that he might 
be the better able to overcome thofe difficul- 
ties, he was defirous of feeing what they were, 
before he undertook his large work ; of which 
this piece was no more than the out-lines. 

We may. form a true notion of what he 
fought, by confidering the letter which he 
wrote to the learned biihop Andrews, when he 
ient him the difcourfe of which we are fpeak- 
ing. 

**. Now your lordfhip hath been fb long in 
the church and the palace, difputing between 
kings and popes, methinks you ihould take 
pleafure to look into the field, and refrelh 
your mind with fome matter of pbilofophy^ 
though the fcience be now, through age, 
waxed a child again, and left to boys and 
young men ; and becauie you were wont to 
make me believe you took a liking to my 

writings. 
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writiogs, I fend ypu f^^ie of t}»3. vacation ^» 
fiuits, and thus much more of my mind and-^ 

furpoie. I lia%n not jto pooliib .; pcridiing^ 
would prevent ; and I am forced to refpeit 
as well my times as the joa^ter; for. widt me ~ , 
it is thus, aod I thiitJc wiih atl nkeo in ' my/ 
cafe. If I bmd myfelf to.ui ai^at£ht» it 
loadeth my aeifld ; but« if I rid my mind of.' 
the prefenit cogitation, it is rather a recrea- 
tion. This hath ptit mie into >thde JB4iicella-» 
Die$, which {^ purpofe to fiippne&y if Go<i? 
give jne kaMe to write a jad^d pecfiedTo* 
bsme of Philoiopby, whidh I go on vith» 
thojigh jlowly, I fend not yeMr losd&ip to(i> 
m'uch, left it m^y glut yom. 

" Now let mie ftell^ yvn iwh«t my define is. 
Jfycur lordflilp be fogOQd «ow#as when yott- 
w«r« ihfi gop^ d«an of WeibmioDfiier, 3x»y re^ 
queft to you ^^ that,' oirt by ^jrioka^. but bs^^ 
net^s, you will make kitowniiiilioiraeNwhBtlbe^r 
ihall ieei9 mto you either not carrent ia tlue- 
ftiie, or harjCh to credit and opttttoa« or iocon-p 
vcnie^t for the p^sdon of the wxiter ; for bo 
man can be judge and party : and, when .our. 
sniade judge, by refiedtion,.of tmrfelves, they 
are snore &jbjed to error : and, rhoagh, {lot: 
the mat<;er iti^f, my judgmcfWt. be in 6ms ^ 
thiag« fiaced, and not acoefEbie by any maii*« 
judgmeixt that goeth not my way ; yet, crea 
in thoTe things, the ad'monitioa ^ a ^iend. 
xn^y makjs me tixpre& f^yielf diverHy.^ 

He Ukewiie recommended, with the ikme. 

WW, ihc pcrofal of the. Cogitau ic . Viia tOf 

: ^ Siri 
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•5jr Thomas Sodtef , wllo wrote him- tt very 
foil anfwcr 5 which* together with the piece 
itielfy is printed atfiongft tlie Latin works of 
(oor aathor< 

There is alfo, itt the hft coIIedHoa of Mr. 
Stcpheits, a fmall difcourfe in Eh^liih, under 
the Latin tick of I'tlam Labyrinthi ; iiTe For- 
jnala Inquiiitionrs, ad FiHos. Pars Prima. 
This we plainly fee was the original of the 
Cogitata Ss Vi^^ and the firil draitght of our 
vaawor's firft pfon. Cf this very (hort treatife, 
t^ three firfV paragraphs, which may ferve as 
a ipecimeti of the w4iole, ran thus. 

** Francis Bacon thought in this manner^ 
tke knowledge whereof the world is now pof- 
fefiedy efpecially that of nature, extendeth not 
-to Biagnintde and certainty of :Works, the 
phyiician^ pro^aounces many difeafes incurable, 
^nd faileth oft In the reft : the alchymids wax 
old and die in hopes : the magicians perform 
nothing that is permanent and profitable ; 
<the. mechanics take fmall lights m>m natur;d 
philofophy, and do but fpin out their own 
little threads : Chance fometimes dHco^^eth 
inventions, but thafworketh not in years but 
4ige8 ; lb he faw weK that the inventions known 
•are very imperfe^ ; and that n^w are not like 
to be brought to light but i^ great length 
^f time.; and that thofe are come not to light 
hy philoibphy. 

" He thought alfo this ftate of knowledge 
f tb^ wor^ becauie men ftrive, againft 

them- 
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bmy, vlhich, in ruch ntiinbe^ of boojcs>. coo^ 
taine^h,' for the grekcer ptfrt, nothing iMit ite* 
rations^ varied foiiietkii«a( it> form, hut not 
tiei? in fttbfbifice: Co h« &w wiiinly thsit 
opsnion of ftoiw w«M5^ a «aufe of warn ; and 
that both woi4&s imd doArities appear siaaf 
and are few/' 

'We may from benoe conceive th€ manner ia 
'Wbidt this pieOB wa» writeeny an^ how- well h 
was fuited CO fenne' (he author's pirpofe of {4 
f2r manifefting his own defign, as to obtain a 
tolerable aoeoimt of the Sfongeft and beil 
founded objections vi4)ich coald be brought 
againfi it, fo as that, in his kj^ger work, he 
might either corre^ his own faults, or ihew 
luch as were mciiued to criticize his perft^m- 
ance, i>heir8. 

IV. OltheWifdomofthe Amients. There 
hav^ been very few books publiihed, either ii^ 
this or inany other-nation, whi^h either deferved 
or met with more general applanfe than this, 
and (carce any that are like to retain it longer^ 
for, in all this performance. Sir Fnnds Ba- 
con- gave a fingttlar proof of his capacity to 
f^ea^ all parties in literature ; as, in his po- 
litical condo^, 'he flood fair with all the par- 
ties in the nation . The admkers of antiquity 
Svere charmed with this difcourle, which ieeme 
exprefly calculated to juftify their admiration : 
and, on the other hand, their oppofites were 
rno lefs pleafed with a piece, from which they 
thought they could demonftrate^ that the fa* 

gaci^ 
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gacity of a modern gent'us had found out muck 
iietter meanings for the antients than cvet 
were meant by them. 

In his intrododion to this book, he gives a 
larffe and very clear account of the reafons 
which indaced him to believe, that, notwuh- 
^anding the ieeming abfurdities in the fabu- 
4oiis hiftories of the antients, there was, how- 
ever* fomethtng at the bottom which deferved 
to be examined into and enquired after. 
TMb obiervationa, which are full of very 
carious learfting, he concludes thus : 

^ But the argtiment of moft weight with 
me is this ; that many of thefe fables by ho 
means appear to have been invented by the 
per^As who felate and divalge them ; whether 
HomeTy Hefiod, or others : for, if I were 
aflbredthey firft flowed from thoie latter times, 
«nd authors that tranfmk them to irs, I ihould 
never expeCt atty thing fingnlarly great or no;* 
Uie from Aieh an dri'gin< Blit whoever atten- 
tively oonfiderff th« thing, will find that thefe 
£khhisttt delivered down and related by thofe 
wtiters* not as matters then firft invented and 
t»fopofed> bat as things received and embraced 
ta. earlier ages^ : be^desj -as they are differently 
lelated. by wrhsrs nfeairiy of the fame ages, 'tis 
caiiiy perceived, that the relators drew frdih 
tbe common ftock of arntient tradition, and 
varied bat in point of embellifhment ^ which 
is their own $ and this principally raifes my 
cfteem of tiiefe'^^bles ; which I receive not as 
tiieipcDdiid of tke^^e, or invention of tlTe 

Vol. V. 1 poets 5 
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poets I bat as facred relicks, gentle whifpert, 
^nd the breath of better times^ that, from the 
traditions of more anti^nt nations, came at 
length into the flutes and tnimpets of the 
Greeks. But if any one ihali, notwkhilantf- 
Ing this, contend that alkgoties are always 
adventitious, or impofed upon the antient fa* 
bles, and no way native, or genuinely con- 
tained in them, we might here leave Jiim on- 
dillurbed in that .gravity of judgment he af- 
fe^s, though we cannot help acconnttng It 
fomewhat dull and phl^metic ; and, if it 
were worth the trouble, tf proceed to aiiother 
kind "of argun^nt. 

** Men have propoied to anfwer two difier* 
ent and contrary ends, by the ofe of parable ; 
/or parables ferve as well to inilruft and iUu- 
Urate, as to wrap up and envelope ; ib that, 
though, ibr the prefent, we drop the con- 
cealed ufe, and fuppofe the antient &bles to 
be^ague, undeterminate things, formed for 
amufement, flili the other uie orafl remain and 
can never be given up : and every man of 
any learning muft readily allow, that this 
method of mftru^ng is grave, fober, and 
exceedingly uieful, apd fometimes neceiary 
in the fciences, as it opens an eafy and fa«> 
iniliar paiTage to the human underftanding in 
all new difcoveries, that are abflrule, and -art 
oat of the road of vulgar opinions. 

** Hence, in the firft ages, when fuch in* 
ventions and conduiions of the human reaibn-, 
jis arcaot trite and conuno^^ were new and lit- 

. s ^ tic 
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tie known, all things abounded with fables, 
pai^blesy fimilies, coxnparifons, and alia iions, 
which were not intended to conceal^ but to 
inform and teach, whilft the minds of men 
continued rude and unpra^lifed in. matters of 
fttbtiky or fpeculation, or even impatient, or 
in a manner uncapable of receiving iuch things 
as did not diredlly fall under and ftrike the 
fenfes : for« as hieroglyphics were in uie be- 
fore writing, fo were parables in ufe before 
arg;mntnts ; and, even to this day, if any man 
would kt new light in upon the human under- . 
landing, ^nd conquer prejudice, without 
raiiine contefts, animoflties, oppofitxon, or 
difturbance, he mitft (till go in Ae iame 
path, and have recourfe to the like method of' 
allegory, metaphor, andallufion. 

^* To conclude* the knowledge of the early 
ages was either greater h^py ; great, if they- 
by de£gn- made thisu^ of tfopo and figure ; 
happy, if, whilfl they had other views,' 
they afforded matter and oecafion to fuch no« 
b(e contemplations. Let either be the caie, 
o«ur pains, perhaps, will not be miiemployed, * 
whether we ilkftrate antiqui^, or the things ' 
themielves. The like, iiideed, has been at- 
tempted by others; but, to fpesfc ingenuouily, - 
their great and voluminous labours havealmoft * 
deftroyed the enersy, the. efficacy, and grace 
of the thing ;> whuft, being unflalled in na* - 
ture, and their learning no moue than that of • 
common-place, they have applied the fenfe of ^ 
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'the parables to certain general and vulgarmat* 
tersy without reaching to their real purport, 
igexuiine iaterpeiattont and foil depth. 

'^ For myiclf, there^re» I'tacped to appeat 
.new in thcu comoion diings* becaiife, leav- 
ing untouched fiidk a» are itifficientlj plain and 
open^ I {hall dfive ctdy at thofe that are eitber 
deep or rich.*' 

hi 4lits adanrable wovk, tmr author has hid 
t>]pen» vnth great £igactty and penetratidn, 
the fecfct meftniDgof thrj^flcsd, monly and 
polsdcai fables of amk|Mit7 ; in doing which, * 
hfi very wifely aod prudsnrtly took occafion to 
throw «oiit OMmy obfervadons of hii own ; for' 
which hexottld not have found otherways h 
& and fiKvourablean opportmity. 

He publiOkcd iMs ti«at^ in Laun ; m 
^whkh lapgoafe he kttn to have wrote it ; 
•aad dedicated it toi iiia coiifin, the k>id«4re»» 
Ibftr -SalifliHryp and ihe univer&y of Cam- 
l>rii^. TIm work has beca iFvry oftea re* 
pxiated fiaoc, and, «a€ept his eflays». is, of all 
hit writiiigs, the moft generally ksown and 
«fteemed. Sir Arthur Gorges rendered the 
^whole into Bnglifli, whkh is ufnally added 
tothe-audiQps eflays; and it is to ^s book 
<hft ^rsftt poet, as well as trav«lieri Mr. 
Oeorge Sandys, doth, in his leaned notes on 
liit ver fion of Ovid*s Metamorphores, adcnow- 
ledge himfelf tO' be aMrcb indebted, ftiHag 
my lord Si. iUbans the crown of all modem 
«fiKhQrs» 

V. In 
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V. In 1620, he preiented to king James I^ 
his Novum Organum ; which^ of all htsphU 
lo(bphical works, he the moft highl)r valued. 

In order to give the reader a jail idea of th^- 
value and importance of this work, we* wiiL 
£r(l defcribe the nature of it, and then men- 
tion the judgment paiied thereon by €omc of 
the greateft ornaments of the repsblic of let- 
ters. The deiign of the Novum Organa«» 
was, to cjcecute the'fecood part of the Inftas* 
ration » by advancing a more perfed roedbod!t 
of ufing the rational faculty than men-were 
before acquainted with ^ in order to caife audi 
improve Uie human underHarding, as far as> 
its prefent i roper fe£l ^te admits ;. and enable 
it to conqiler and interpret the difficulties and- 
obfcuifcies of nature. With this view it.im*'' 
. dertakes the care and condu^l of the mider- 
fianding» and* draws out .and dc^fcritbes the ap-*« 
paratus aod iulkuments of reaibning ; whence- 
it appears to endeavour at a new kind of logic,, 
though greatly fupcrior ta the common ;- 
.which, through the abufes crept into it» ap- 
pears fitter to corrupt than ilrehgthen and im< 
prove the mind ; for the fcope and ufe of this 
new logic is not to difcover arguments and 
probable reafons, but arts and works. 

It is divided into two principal parts : vix*. 
into a preparatory part, and one that is fcien- 
tiHcal c nd inflrudivc. The £rft part tends to 
. prepare and purge the mind, and fit it to re- 
ceive' and uie theinftruftions and inftrumenta 
.laid down in. the fecond; the mind^t. ^^i^^-si' 

L 3^. Horror, , 
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mirror, requiring to be levelled and poIiihed» 
or difcharged of its falfe imaginations and per- 
verted notions, before it can be fet to receive 
and reflect the light of truth and jiift informa* 
tion : and the leveling part is of four kinds, 
with rtfped to the foar diilerent forts of idols, 
or falfe notionn, that poflefs the mind. Thefe 
idols are either acquired or natural j and pro* 
cecd either from the do£lriaes and fedts of 
philofophersi the perverted and corrupt laws 
and methods of demonftration ; or elfe are in- 
nate and inherent in the very conftitution of 
the mind itfelf. 

The iirft labour, therefore, is to difcharM 
and free the mind from its fwarms of falfe 
theories, which occafion fuch violent conflicts 
and oppofitiont. The next point is to itle^ it 
from the flavery of perverted demonftrations: 
and the laft is lo pot a checlc upon this (educe- 
ing power of the mind, and either to pluck 
up thofe innate idols by the root, or, if that 
cannot be done, to point them out, that they 
may be thoroughly known and watched, and 
Co have the depravities which they occaSon 
correfled. This levelling part, therefore, is 
performed by three kinds of confutations : 
viz. the confutation of phllofophies, the con- 
futation of demon ilraticns, and the confuta- 
tion of the natural unafTided reafon. 

When thus the mind is rendered ecjuable 
and unbiaded, the work proceeds to fet it in a 
proper Situation ; and, as it were, with a be- 
nevolent afpedt to the remaining inHru^ions ; 

whereby 
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whereby the bufinefs of preparing the mind is 
ftill farther carried on ; and the whole drift of 
this enfuing part is only to poflefs mankind^ 
with a juft opinion of the whole Inftauration- 
Ibr a time, that they may wait with patience 
the UTue and eVent thereof, upon folia aflare- 
tnces of fome con^derable benefit and advan- 

' tage from it when its fcope Ihall cotne to be 
well anderilood ; and thence it proceeds di- 
Ilin^Uy to obviate all the obje^bns and falfe 
fefpictons which ^ay be raifed about ir^ 
through the prevailing notions and prejudices 
drawn from religious confiderations, thofe of 
abftradk fpecalation, natural prudence, di(lru{^» 
Ibvity, &c. thus endeavouring to pacify and 
allay every wind of oppofition, 
To render this preparation ftill more com - 

^leat and perfect, the next thing is, to raifc 
Ac mind from the languor arid torpidity ir 
may contract from the apparent miraculous 
nature of the thing ; and, as this wrong dif** 
portion of the mind cannot be redlified with- 
out the difcovery of caufcs, the work proceeds 
to mark out all the impediments which have 
hitherto pcrverfly retarded and blocked the 
way of true philofophy i and thus makes iir 
appear no wonder at all that mankind fhould 
have been fo long entangled and perplexed with 
errors. 

When the ways of removing thcfe impedi- 
ments are (hewn, there follows a chain of ari- 
guments for eftablifhing a foiid foundation of 

I 4 liope*. 
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bope, for thq better .fuctefs of jgenalnc and 
aoa feririceable philofophy in future ; for it is 
hereby demondrated, that, though the inter* 
pretation of nature intended by the I nflau ra- 
tion may indeed be diificult, yet much the 
greater parts of the difficulties attending it are 
in the power of man to remove ; as arffing, 
not from the nature of the fenfes and tbing» 
the.mfelves, but only require th^ the mind be 
ireCtifiedf in order to thieif removal : and thi» 
£rft general pait concludes with an account of 
ihe excellence of the end in view. 

The preparatory part being thus difpatched» 
the work proceeds to the bunnefs |of informa- 
tion, the perfecting of the underilandingy and 
the delivery of the art of workiAg witn this 
new .machine- in the interpretation of aattire. 
"This is. laid down in three ieveral branches^ 
with reeard to the fenic, the memory, and 
the reaion ; each whejwof is afiiled in its 
torn. 

This work he addrefled to his majefty, who*. 
in his letter dated O^obcr 16, 1620, teiU 
him» that he could not have lB«ie him a luore 
acceptable prefent ; and, that, for his parr» 
he could not expreG his thanks better, thaa 
by informing him- of the reiblution he had 
taken to read it through with care and atten« 
tfon, though he fhould deal fome hours from 
hts deep, having otherwife as little fpare time 
%to re^d as his iordihip had to write it 3 with 
siany ather gracious expreffions which fully de* 

monftratc 
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aiAAdrate how much the chancellor was in the 
king's good graces, and how high an efteem. 
he had for his parts and learning. 

The famous Sir Henry Wotion, to whon\; 
his lordflsip fcni three copies of this book»- 
wrotc him a iarge letter of pj^aife in return j; 
which, as^we have no room for compliments, 
we fliall omit.. He received the like tribute of 
obinmendation from fuch as were the mod 
learned, or fo affe^d to be thought, in . tliis . 
and ia the neighbouring nations ;. yet, after 
an, this performance \^as rather praifed thaiis 
read, and more generally applauded than un-. 
derftood. This produced a kind of latentv 
dmfure, aibrt of owl like criticifm> that durfl 
not abide day- light. Honeft Een. Johnfoi^ 
produced this to the world a. little after our</ 
aathcur's death ; when he very generoufly,. as- 
well as ja4Jfiioufly, gSLte this charader of the 
Novum Ch^anum : That, thoogh,,. by moflc 
fiiperficial men, who cannot get beyond the ti-- 
tie of Nominals, it is not penetrated 01: under^^ 
ik>od, reaJly openeth alt^ defeats of leacnin^ 
whatfbever* and is a book ». 

Qgi longtmi note fcriptori promgat svum», 

T^o latefl times flull hand tiie authdrts name ». 

We need not wonder at this, wh^ii wft con». 
ilder tile pains it coft the noble Verulam : for 
Dr. Ra^Hley afRxres ns, that be had (een twelve 
copies rcrviftd> altered, and correQ^d> year by. 
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year, before it was reduced into the form in 
which it was published. We mm& however 
allow that it is not abfolutely perfe£t, as ap- 
pears from \\ hat a moil ingenious and judici- 
ous writer has delivered upon it, with that mo- 
defly, circumfpedliony and good fenfe, which 
is^ifcernible in all his writings. The peribn 
I flneaD, is the late learned and excellent Mr. 
Baker, of St. John's college in Cambridge; 
who allows that my lord Bacon faw clearer into 
the defedls of the art of reafoning than moft 
men did ; and, being neither fatisfied with the 
vulgar logicy nor with the reformations that 
were made, fuitabk to his vafl arid enterpriilng^ 
genius, attempted a logic wholly new and 
plain, which is laid down in his Novum Or- 
ganum. 

*• The way of fyllogifing,'* fays he» 
^* feemed to him very fallacious, and too de- 
pendent upon words to be much relied on ; 
his fearch was after things ; and therefore he 
brought in a new way of arguing from in- 
duflion, and that grounded upon obiervations 
and experiments." But the fame gentleman 
obferves, That ^<this plan, as laid by him, 
looks liker an univerfal art thao a diflin£l 
logic ; and the de£gn is too great, and the in- 
duction too large, to be made by one man, or 
any fociety of men in one age, if atall prac- 
ticable ; for^ whatever opinion he might have 
of the concluidvenefs of this way, one crofs 
circumdance in an experiment would as eafily 
overthrow his indtt^on» as an ambiguous 

word 
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word^fpnld dtferder a fyllogirm ; and a aarb^ 
needs only make a trial in any part of natnral 
hillory> as left us by my lord B^con, to fee 
how conelo^^e his indudion was like to have 
been* To fay nothing* that* notwithftaoding 
his blaming tne cdnvpoi)/ logics,, a^ being too 
inach Cptm in words, himielf runs into the 
fatflC' he condemns; for what elfe can we 
Hiake of his Idpla Tribusr, Idola Specas,,Fori, 
Thoatri; or of hfs Inflantiae Soutariae, Mi- 
grantes, Ofleniivae, Claadedinae, Conditu- 
tivas, ^c. bttt fine words put to exprefs v^ry 
tommon and ordinary things ? 

**' After the way of free- thinking had been 
laid open by- my lord Bacon, it was foon after 
greedily followed; for the nnderftanding afffefts 
freedom as well as the will, and men wifF pur* 
fae liberty though it ends in confafion^.'^ 

There is certainly a great deal of truth in 
what Mr. Baker fays„ with regard: to- the con- 
• ieqtsencesi of lord Verulam's philoibphy, and 
the mamier in which it has oeen profecuted ; 
bat forely this ought not to be imputed to 
. kior^ who, if I onderftand him at all, was, of 
all philofophicai writers, the leaft addicted to 
lree»thinking. Of this opinion is the famous 
Mbrhof, who bellows the higheil praifes oh 
the work of which we are now fpeaking ; 
making no fcruplc to declare, that he ha4 
lonnd D«t very little in the books fiuce wrltted 
by EnglifhmeR,' the grounds of which he haj 
not long before nyct with in Bacon;, the eic^ent 
of who^ genius ftrack him with 'adfturatiofii 

16 a^ 



xBo APPENDIX. 

as it mud do every nan who takes ike pain^ 
to uaderfland him ; becaafe, thoi^k this new 
logic of his be rery dilEcult, and requires 
XDttch iludy and application to mafter it, yet it 
leads to the knowledge of thiBgs> and not of 
words. 

Mr. Voltaire, in his letters concerning th^ 
Englilh nation, remarks. That the bed, and 
moft fmgular, of all his pieces, is that whicb 
.is moft ufelefs and leaft read. ** I mean,'' 
fays oar author, *' his Novum S<;ientiariaiB 
Organum. This is the fcaffbld with which 
the new philofophy wa^ raifed ; and, whnn 
the edifice was built, part of it at Ieaft» the 
fcaffold was no longer of iJefvice., The Ijord 
Bacon was not yet^qqainted with natam^ 
but then he kiusw, ajnd pointed out th« fe* 
veral f aths that led to it- He had de^iied, in 
his younger years, the thing called philoibphy 
in the univeriities ; and. did all that lay in hia 
power to prevent tbofe (bcieties of meAi in At* 
tuted to improve Iv^mao reaibn, froijfi de- 
praving it by their c^^idditiesy tbsir hocrors of 
vacuum, their fubllantial forms, and aU thf^ 
Impeitinent terms, which not only igisoranc^ 
had rendered venerable, but which had been 
made facred by there being ridiculoady blended 
with religion." 

There cannot be any thing m^ore honourable 
(or the memory of this great perfon, ihsm th^ 
teftimony of tlfke writer before^rmentiofi^dt who» 
it 1$ pertain*, bu not (hew.n top gre^t a rea^ir 
^ to VM9iSs or <^mmei»d miy body, a|ii muc^ 
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leA tbe Eng^ifii authors, whom, except New- 
ton, iie feems to applaud with celadance* 
There is, however, one thing in his judgment 
of thia work, which defcrves to be particularly 
confidered : and that is, hit comparifon of it 
to afcaffbld ; which, it cannot be denied, in, 
at once, very jail and ^ery iigniiicant; bat 
then it is not very eafy to know, what this 
great* critic naeans by reprefenting it as uielefs, 
and affigning that as a reafon why this treatiib 
IS Aow §o little read or underftood. The very 
contrary of this ieems to be the fz& : the neW 
philosophy (lands like a vaft magnificent [pa- 
lace, in ibme places halffinilhed, in others the 
-walls carri«d up to a moderate height ; in foni«, 
joft raifed above the ground ; in others, hardtyx 
narked out. What reafon, therefore, fdr 
-mking away the fcaifibtd ? Or, rather, Whstt . 
reafon to exped the work ihould ever be 
'€aifli«d, at teaft -^oroaghly and regularly, if 
the icafK»ld be taken away ? 
' Th« ^ruth of the matter is, that feveral who 
have- wfoaght of on this noble ftro^lorc finct, 
have eredled fcalFolds for their own ttfe, of their 
own contrivance ; and, when they have, in 
fome meafure, finifhed the part they were 
about, taken them away, and concealed from 
the eye of ^e public their manner of working. 
Others again have attempted to raife fcaffolds 
;ffO]|i the lights received from our author ; 
and, fo far as they have copied them, have 
done this with great fuccefs. 

Bat 
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But lord Vcrnlam's was a more noble de- 
£gn : he knew that the life of one man could 
not fufiice for the finiihing-, even a fmall part 
of this ilately edifice ; and therefore he fpent 
ib many years in confbrufling this fcafibld, 
which might have ferved for perfc£ling and 
.compleatuig the whole work, if others had 
been as diligent in purfuing his plan, as he. was 
ftudiou^ and careful, in rendering it every w^ 
£t for the ufe which he defigned. 

This is the true account, and the- only due 
one, of the Novum Organum ; and one may 
fafely venture to aflert. That, if his defign 
. had been purfued wi<h that ileadinefs which it 
,deferved» the new philofophy had been by thk 
time, not only more perfe^ than it is^ biK 
more perfed than it is ev^er like to^ be, .unie& 
the learned at lad difcern their error in ^is re- 
fpe^, and are content to make ufe of the helps 
he has left them ; which» the more they are 
conildered, the more they are tried* will he 
found aore adequate to the gre$tt defign o£ 
their author, than well can be imagined. 
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Lord Bacon's Charafler. 

Sir Walter JtAtEiGH, tl^at trti^ judge 
of men and things, of ages pafl and preient, 
difcouriing of the great men of his tim€» 
faid. 

The earl of Saliibury was an excellent 
fpeaker, but no good penman ; that lord Henry 
Howard was an excellent penman, but no 
good fpeaker ; Sir Francis Bacon alike emi- 
nent in both. 

The judicious and penetrating Ben. John- 
ion thought, that EngliQi eloquence aicended 
till the time of the vifcount St. Albans, and from 
thence went backward and declined. He 
who was not too apt to praife, was profufe in 
praifes of Bacon, doiing them with thefe ad- 
mirable reflexions : 

** My conceit of his perfon was never en- 
creafed toward him by his place or honours ; 
but I have and do reverence him for the great- 
nefs that was only proper to himfelf, in that 
he ieemed to me ever, by hi& works, one of die 
greated men, and moft worthy of admiration, 
that had been in many-ages. In his adverfity, 
I ever prayed that God would give him 
(Irength, for greatnefs he could not want ^ 
neither could 1 condole in a word or fy liable 
for him, as knowing no accident could do 
harm to virtue^ but rather help to make it .ma- 
ttifeft.'' - 

Archbiibdp 
Z 
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. Archbifliop Williams, to whofc care the. 
vifcount St. Albans, committed his orations- 
and cpiftles, exprefled his fenfe of that confi- 
dence repofcd in him. in tliefe words : 

*• Yourlordfliip doth rooft worthily, there- 
fore, in preferving thefe two pieces amongft: 
the reft of thofe matchiels monumients you ihalli 
leave behind you : confidering, that, as one 
age hath not bred your experience, ib is it not 
£t it ihould be confined to one age, and not. 
imparted to the times to cdme : for my part . 
thcrein>J[^ do embrace the honour with all 
thanlifblnefs, and tlie trull impofed upon me,., 
^ith alhreliigion and devotion. 

The famous Sir Henry Wotton, on receiv- 
ing from Ijim the Novum Organnm, wrote, 
thus in return ; ^ ' ' 

•* Your lordihip hath done a great and ever- 
lailing benefit to all the children of nature,, 
and to nature herfelf in her utroofl extent of 
latitude, who never before had fo noble nor fo. 
true an interpieter, or (as I am readier ^> 
ftile your lordihip) never fo inward a fecretary 
of her cabinet." 

But one of the nobleft, and perhaps the mod.. 
' noble, teftimony in honour of his great abi- 
lities, was the letter written to him, not long 
after his fall,, by the unfiverfity of Oxford, on>. 
their receiving from him his book Dc Aug* 
mentis Scientiarum, the firfl paragraph only, 
of vvhidi (hall be here tranfcribed. 

'<* Right honourable, and (what, in nobi- 
lity,, is almoft a miracle) mod learned. vif- 

connt ! 
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count! .Yo^r honour cduld have given nothing 
more agreeabie, and the untverfity coald have 
received nothing more adceptabl^, than the 
Sciences; and thoib fciences which flie for- 
merly font forth poor, of low .ftature, unpo- 
llfhed, ihe hath received elegant, tall, and, 
by the fuppliie« of your wit, by which alone 
Ihey could have been advanced, moft rich in 
dowry. She ejkecoKeih it an extiSArdinary fa- 
vour to have a return^ with ofury ' made of 
that by a Aranger (if ib near a relation may be 
called a .ftranger) which ihe bellows as a pa- 
trimony upon her ch^ren 4 and die restdily 
ficknowkdgeth,, that, thoiugb the mufes are 
born in Oj(fofd, they grow el^hece ; gfown^ 
they are, and under your pen; who, likeP»mie 
^ig^^y H^retiles in learning, have, by your 
i)wii hand, further advanced thofe pillars in 
the learned world, which, by the reft of that 
world, were fuppofed iramovrablc." 
. Dr. Peter He yl in, who was thought, in 
his time, a great judge of men, things, and 
books, repr^fents the vifcount St. Albans as 
a man of a flrong brain, and capable of the 
hi^eft peribrroances, moje eipecialty of fram^ 
ing a body of pe^fe^ philoibphy. 

" Pity it was/' faid he, " he was not en- 
tertained with foine liberal falary, abftra£lcd 
from all aftairs both of court and judicature, 
and furnifiied with fufBciency both of means 
and helps for the going on in his deiigns ; 
Tvhicb, had it b^cn,. he might have given us 

fodi 
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fuch a body of natural philoibpby, and madb 
it fo fubfervient to the public good, that xtei* 
ther Aridotle^ nor Theophraftus, amongft the 
ancients; nor Paracelfus, or the reft of oar 
later chymiAs, would have been confidera* 
ble.'V 

We (hall add to thefe authorities but two 
more from >the learned of 04ir own nation; but 
they are fuch as mighi alone have fecured tm« 
mortality to any author they had commended. 
The firft of thefe wa^ Mr, Addifon ; who, in 
one of the Tatler«» in which he vindicates the 
Chrtilian religion* by (hewing that the wifeft 
and ableA men in all ages, have profelled 
themfelves believers, ipeScs of our authoc 
thus ; 

*^ I IhaU in this paper only inftance Sk 
Fr^ftds Bacon, a man who, ^fbr the great* 
ae6 of his genius,, and compafa of know- 
ledge, did honour to bis age and country, I 
could almofi fay to human nature itfelf^ He 
poiTefTcd, at once, all thiofe extraordinary ta« 
tents which wcie divided amongd the greateft 
authors of antiquity : he had the found, di* 
flun^, comprehcnfive knowledge of Ariftotle ; 
with all the beautiful lights, graces, and em- 
belliilimentf, of Cicero : one does not know 
which to admire mod in his writings \ the 
firengih of rcafon, force of ftile> or bnghtnefs 
of imagination. This author has remarked, 
in fevcral parts of his works, that a thorough 
in light intpphilofophy makes a good believer; 

and 
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mid, that a fmatterfng. in it, naturally prp* 
duces fuch a race of dei'picable infidels,* as the 
little profligate writers of the prefect age, 
whotn, I mud confeis, I have always aCculed 
to myfeif, not fo much for their want of faith 
as for their want of learding. I was infinitely 
pleafed to find, among the works of this extra- 
ordinary man, a pra)'er of hh own compofing; 
which, foT the eleyation of thought, and great- 
nefs of expreffion, feems rather the devotion 
of an anget than of a man. His principal fade 
feeins to have been the excefs oi that virtae 
which covers a multitude of faults : this be* 
trayed him to (b great an indulgence towards 
his Servants, who made fuch a corrupt nfe of it» 
that it ftripped him of all thofe riches and ho- 
Boors Which a loogferiesof merits had heaped 
upon him.'* 

The fecond is that ihort character of his 
writings gtvea us by the pen of the moil 
noble J3hn Sheffield, duke of Buckingham* 
ihire, who aflerts. That ail his works are, for 
expreffion, as well as thcught, the glory of our 
nation and of all latter ages. 

The laft authority we (hall cite on this fub« 
je£t, IhaU be Mr. Voltai/e, who very jaftly 
fiiles him the father of experimental ph^lofo- 
phy ; and enters into abundance of very ju- 
dicious reflexions on his difcoveries and writ* 
ings ; owning, at the iame time, that what 
furprized him moil, was, to find the dodrine 
of attra^ion, which is looked tipon as the 

foundation 
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fcMiBdatjioQ of another philofophy, exptefly kt 
<!own in lord Bacon's* in words not to be coo« ^ 

.troverted or miftaken . I 

We ihall not tak^ apon qs to decide how far , 

this may be jud or not ; but leave it to the * j 
Search of the learned and ingenious reader. , 

•Only give os leave to fay* We have always 
/ufped^ed that the Novum Organnm hath been 
fa little commended by the moderns fqr twa * 

reaibns : firft, that it reqaires a deep^head and 
:a llrong attention to become fully mailer of it, 
and ft> has been thoroughly nnderftood by few : i 

.fecondly* that thofe few who have fully pe&e« \ 

:CrajteJ it, ufed it to raire ftruftares of thdr 
.own, ftnd not tQ finiih Bacon's palace of w^- 
.dorn. 

It was pecoliar to tbi* great man to have no- 
thing narrow and felfilh in his compofition ; he 
rgave away, without concern, whatever he- 
pofleiled ; and, believing other men of the- 
■fame mould, he received with as little consi- 
deration : nay, even as to fame, he had the 
like notion ; he was der&rons to enjoy it, but 
in the fame way ; not from his knowledge, 
but from his free and liberal communication 
fcf that knowledge : fo that it may be troly,^ 
and without flattery, faid, his worft qualities 
were the excefles of the moft exalted virtues. 

His glory cannot be blailed by the Hafhes of 
envy ; his failings hurt only his contempora- 
ries, and were expiated by his fuiferings ; 
-but his virtiie and knowledge^ and> above 
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All, his zeal for mankind, will be felt while 
there are men ; and, confeqaently, while they 
•have gratitude, the name of Bacon, YerulaH), 
or St. Albans, can never be mentioned but with 
admiration I 
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THE 

BRITISH PLUtARGH. 

The life or • 

W I L L J A M Laud* 



J^Sar^ IlI'Iam Laud, archbiihop of 

\^ p^ Canterbury, in the iixteendi cebta^ 

vH^* was {on of William Laad, s 

clothier of Readings in Beridhire, 

by Lucia his; wife, widow of Mr^ 

John Robinfen, of Reading, and fifter of Sir 

William Web, lord -mayor of London in 1^91/ 

. He wad bom at Reading, O&ober the k-' 

ireatli.1573, and educated iit the^ee-lchool 

;e; anii in July : 1589, .went to Oxford; 

in^Jmie the year following, was eleded" 

tlarof St. John''^ college !th<^ej 4inder the 

ion of Dr. Jphn Buckeridge. 

.. VL 3 ' I« 



a BRITISH PLUTARCH. 
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In June iS35» ^ was made a fellow ol* 
that coHege ; and on the firft of ^ly, in the 
year fpUovxing, .toot^ the degree of bttchelor 
* <)f arts 'jf and^ qiv June eke Dveoty fixth 1^9$) 
that of mafter of arts, being grammar reader 
iliat year, janoaiy the fourth iTSo9, he was 
ordained deacon; ^ndon Apr^ the fifth 1601 > 
prieft : ^oth which orders were conferred up- 
on opofi him by Dr. Young, bilhop of Ro* 

chaster. _ _ .;. ['^\ : 

In 1602, he read a divimty leSure in St» 

iohn's college, which was maintained by Mrs. 
ifag. M;iy ditf fourth t6o^ he was choTen; 
proAor of the vniverfity of Oxford ; and 
September the third following was made 
chaplain to Cbftrles Bleund earl of Devon- 
Ihire. July the iixth 1604, ^^ ^^^ '^^ ^^* 
gree of batchelor of divinity^ . 

Deeember the twenty-^fixth 160^^ he mar- 
ried the earl of Devonftire to Penelope, then 
wife of Robert, lord Rich ; which adUon af- 
|erwv«ls gave him the moft ibnfible regret. 

OAober the tweniy-iirft i6o6» he preached 
« fermon at St. Mary's at Oxford, for which 
be waa qneftkui^ b|r £>i!i^iry,.thte vice-chan- 
cellor, Novienbcx the • oiirtoendi 1607, he 
was induced into, tke vicarage of Stanford,^ 
VI Northamptoafhire ; and in' April the year 
foUowine, was made chaplain to Drv Rkhard 
Meile» then bifhop of Rochefl«r. September 
tjie feventeendi 1^09, he preached his firft 
feroion before the lung at Theobald's ; and 
in Odober foUowingt exdianged ' his advow^. 
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Ion of North -Kil worth, for the re£lory of 
Weft-Tilbury in £(ltx, in Qtdfit'fo be, near his 
patron bifhop Neile, who, in^May i6i o, gave 
mm the re^ory of Cuckflone in Kent. Od- 
cotier thie iecond following, he refigned his 
fe]low(h]p of rSt. JoWs college in Oxford. 

Finding the air of Cuckftone prejudicial to 
iiixn, he exchanged it for the living of Nor- 
ton ; into which fte was indaded in Novem- 
ber 1616, by proxy. 

About Chriftm as the fame year, tlje '^ord^-" 
.fchancellor Etlefmere compkiaed againfl: hiai 
to the king, at the in ligation of Jjr, Abbot» 
bfchbiflipp ele^:. May the tenth 161 1, he 
was elected prefident pf St. Johr^'s college ; 
'but his election being called in quefliQn,. it was 
at laH confirmed by his raajefty. The fame 
yeari on the third of November, he Was fworn 
the' king's chaulain. April the eighteenth 
1601, Dr. Neile, then biihop of Lincoln, 
gave ^im the ^ prebend of Bugden^ and De- 
cember the firft 1615, conferred upon him ^he 
archdeaconry of Huntingdon. In November 
i6l6y he was advanced by his majef!y to'the 
liednety of Gioucefter, and attended him to- 
wards Stotland^ -from whence he returned a 
little before him in 1$ 17. .- 

'Hp, refigned' his living of Weft ^Tilbury^ 
end was inducted into that of tbiiock, in Leices- 
tershire, on the fecond of Auguft 16 17. Ja- 
nuary the twenty-fecond 1^20, he was inflalled 
prebendary of Wellminfler, having had the 
advdwfdn of it ten* years tlie November be- 

' * B 2 fore. 
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fore, June the twenty-ninth 162X9' the, king 
gave him the grant of the bi(bopric of Su Da- 
vid's; to wliich fee he was choien- on the 
tenth of C£lober following^ and refigneclthe 
preiidentihij) of St. John's college oa tjic.fc- 
Vj^nteenth of November, 

Shortly after, he contra^ed an intimacy 
with George Villiers, then marquifs of Buck- 
inghaoi ; before whom, and the poantefs h£s 
mother, he had a conference with Fift^^thc 
jefait, which con fir^ned their attachment to 
the proteflant religion. January the tweiity- 
firii 1622-3, he was indu&ed into the redlory of 
Creeke, in NorthamptonQiire, which he held 
In commendam with his bi&opric. 

In October 1623, he incurred the difplea* 
fure of Dr. John Williams, biihop of Uhcolni 
then lord keeper of the great feal. April thib 
feventeenth 1624, he became deputy-clerl^ of 
the clofet to king Cha:le9 I. for Dr. Neile, 
then bifhop of Durham, who was'indiif)ofe49 
and executed that office till the firfl of M^ 
following. 

February the fecond 1625-6, he officiate^ 
at the coronation of his inajefty, -as d^an of 
AVedminfter; the king havin? commanded 
l$i(hop Williaois, the dean of that cfiorchs 
not toi^ f refent at that ceremony. Tune the 
iweiitieth 1626, he w^s nominated to the fee 
of Bath and Wells ; to which he was ele^ed 
on the iixteenth of Auguft. In the beginning 
of O^obSr, the fame year, he was made dean 
of the chapiel ?oyaIj and Aprils the itwenty-ninth 
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1627, was made privy-counfellor to lus ma- 
jcfty. 

On the fifteenth of July i6i8, he was 
trafiflated to the biQiopric of London ; and, 
about this time, his ancient acquaintance, Sir 

James Whitelocke,'a Judge, ufed to fay of 
im, that he was toa full of ffre, though a 
juil and good man ; and, that his want of ex- 
perience in flate-maucrs, and his too mucix 
zeal for the churchy and heat, if he proceeded 
in the way he was then in, would fet this na-. 
riqjTi on fire. • 

April the twelfth 1630, he was elected chan- 
ce Iter 6f the unlieifity of Oxford, hi M.y 
l6j3, he attended the king into Sc6tland ; 
and, June the fifteenth, was fworn coxinfellof 
cf that kingdom. Auguft the fourth, the fame 
y^ar, .upon the death of archbifiiop Abbot, the 
Kiiig refolved' to advance him to the fee of 
Canterbury. . 

• The fame inorning a perfon came td him, 
knd offered him to be a cardirial. This oiFer 
he rejeded, faying, that fomething dwelt 
within him which would not fuffer that, till 
Kc^me was other than it was. 

September the nineteenth, he waft tranflated 
to the archbilhopric of Canterbury. May the 
thirteenth he received the feals of his being 
chbfen chancellor of the unlverfity of Dublin 
in Ireland, to which office l^e had been defied 
on the fourteenth of September 1633. March 
the fourteenth 1634-5, he was named one 
of the commiffioners of the exchequer, upon 

B S the ' 
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the death of Wafton, lord high-treafurej^af 
England. March tlie fixth, 1635-6, he pro- 
cured the ftaff of lofd high-ireafurer of Eng- 
land for Dr. William Juxon, bifliop of Lon^ 
don. June the fourteenth 1637, he mad^ a 
fpeech in the Star-chamber at the cenfure of 
Dr. John Baftwic, Henry Bjirton, B. D. and 
William Prynne, Efq. 

In O^lober following, he fell under the dif- 
pleafure of her majefty, for complaining of 
the increafe and behaviour of the Catholic par- 
ty. In the begin ninjg of the long parliament, 
he was attacked on account 0? the canons 
made by the convocation in May 1640 ; where- 
upon^ he wrote a letter to Mr. Seldon* dated 
November the twenty-ninth 1640. 

December the fixteenth, thefe canons were 
condemned by the houfe of commons, as con« 
taining in them things contrary to the king's 
prcrogati*.'e, to the fundamental laws and na- 
tutes of this realm, to the rights of parliament, 
to the property and liberty of the fubjedV, and 
tending to (edition and dangerous confe- 
quence. 

December the ei|;hteenthy he was accuied by 
the commons of high creafon ; upon' which he 
was committed to the cuftody of the u(her of 
the black rod> ar.d on the firft of March to the 
Tower. 

On the twelfth of March 1643-4, he was 
brought to his tryal, which lafled for twenty 
days, till the twenty-ninth of July ;. and oa, 
the twenty- firft of September, he made his 

recapitulation. 
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KpUalaticHl. November the thirteenth, % 
|i of attailnder of him pa^ed rh« houfe of 
)1iunons; snid, Janaary me fixthy 1644 5 » it 
rCed theiioofe of Xotd^ 
He was' beheaded oa Tower* hilf, on Fri- 
{y^ the.tench. of Janaary^ aged -feventy-One 
years, thirteen week$» an^ four days ; and hk 
body .was interred in the chancel of the church 
talk Alhallowsy Bar kin ; froch whence, in july». 
3^3, it w^s removed t0 Ojfferd, and depo^ 
£ted in the chapel of St. John's college. 
: He composed ieveml pieces i>e&les hi^ an- 
Ifiwer to Fiihier. * 

< ** He^was of k)w llatare," fay« Dr* Hcylin, 
^*b«t of a ftrotig compofition: His counte* 
mance chearful and ruddy ; which cK^arfulnefs 
aind vivacity he carried with iiim to the very 
Mock, iiotwithftandi«g the dffli£Hon$ of four 
^neait usiprffemnent. Of appreheftibn he was 
%3iick and ftiddea ; of a very fociable wit and 
pteafant humour ;. and one ihat ktoew as well 
rhow topnt off the gravity of his place and per- 
ibo^ when helaw occaiiohy as any man living.*^ 

The following is an authefttic relatiort 
of the Archbilhop's Speech on ihe 
fcaffold,. and other circumftanccs^ 
attending bis «acecucion. 

*' Good people^. 

'•* THIS is an uncomfortiible tim^ t»> 
Sreacby yet I fluU begin with a ifcxt of .fcrip- 
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ture ; Heb. xii. 2, Let os run~ with patience 
that race which is fet before us, looking unfo 
Jefas, the autlior and finlfher of our faitih^ 
who, for the joy that was fet before idm, 911* ' 
dtired the crofa^ defpiiing the ffaame, An4 is.^ 
fet down at the right hand of theahrone, of ^ 
God. • , ; , 

'' I have been long in my race ; .»id hew J 
have looked to Jeftis, the aothot and fmiiher 
of my faith, he beft knows. I am now coAie 
to the end of my race, and here I find the 
crofs, a death Of ihame ; hs^X the (bame mail 
be defpifed, of ito coming to the right hand 
of God. Jefas defpifed the (hame for roe» 
and God forbid bat that I fliottid deijDJiB the 
fiiame for him. I am going apace^ as yo« 
lee, towards the red Tea; and my feet are 
jDow upon the very brink of it ; an atgument» 
I hope, that God i» bringing me into the Land 
of Pronufe ; ^t that was the way through 
which he led his people : bat, before they 
came to it, he inftitoted a paiTover for them \ 
a iamb it was, but it mail be eaten with fower 
herbs. I fhall obey, and labour to digeft the 
ibwer herbs as well as the ]amb ; and ( (hall 
remember it in the Lord's paflbver; I (hall 
not think of the herbs, nor be angry with' the 
hand which gathereth them; but look up only . 
to hifn who inftituted that, and governs tHe^e ; 
for men can have no more power over me 
than what is given them from above. ' ' I aril 
not in love with this paiTage through the Rted-. 
Sej^ for I have the weakneCs and infirmities 

of 
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c^ kefh ittd blocfd pkntiftilly in me ; and I 
Mvt prayed with my ^avkxtr, • Ut tranfiref 
AilixTile; That this enp of fed- wine might 
pud from me ; but, if not, Gv*d's will> not 
Anne, be done; and I flndl moil wiilingFy 
drink of this cep as deep as he pleafes^ and 
ed^ into this fea, yea and pafs through it, i» 
Ac way that he (hall lead me. 

•* ifttt i woirid haVc it lemembered, good- 
p^opte, thz^, vAieti God*s fenrants were in this. 
boifterTHrs fea, and Aaron among them, thcf 
Egyptifins which perfecuted them, arid did, in- 
a manner, drive them into that fea, were 
droWoed in d$e fame Watets whife they were ^ 
k) pttrfuit of Ih^m : I know my God, whom' 
I ftrvt} n as able to deUvir me from tWn ^^ 
of blood; M h<f WM to deliver the three chil- 
dreti from the fbrnace ; and, I mod humhly 
thank my SAvioor for it, my refbliition is now 
as theirs wde then: they would aot worlhip 
fhe image the king h^ (et up,, noir will I th» 
hnaginatione which the people are fenlng 
tfp 7 nor will I fopfake the temple and the 
tTiirtt of God, to follow the bleating of }ero- 
lK>afli*8 calfr ill Dan and in Bethel-: and, a$ 
fot this people, they are, at this time, mife- 
i^bty mkled : God^ of his mercy ^ opei» th^ir 
eyes, that they may fee the right way ; for, 
at this day^ the blind lead the blind ; and^ if 
«bey go en, both will certainly fall into the* 
ditch. 

. •* for inyfeIlF» I aHi^ and I acknowledge ir 
witkal^livmuliQ^f a-m^fl.gnevoitffinnepmany^ 

B. ^ wayi .;, 
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^aya ; by thought, word» and <i^d ; waA I 
fanoot doobt but that God hath . mercy in 
liore for me, a poor p^nicenti as well as for 
Qther iinners. . I have now, npoa th|t8.iad pc^ 
cafioii,^ranfacke4 every conoer of mjnheartf 
4<id ytu 1 thank God, I have noo fofljsd^ 
,^ong the i&any^ any oiae.fin wUck ddewies 
^ death by any known W of this Id^nigdoa i 
.'dmd ytt hereby I ^ch^r^ ncfd|i9§ upon my 
judges ; for, if they jwoceGd . upos firoof hf 
vakiable witmil^s, \ or any pther ianoceiiti 
nay be j.uftly «OBdefluied i and I.thank God^ 
^though the weight of ib^fontaaice Uerhcavy 
upon me, I afii as q«kt within as ever I wsi 
in my life ; aad, tboi^h I am not ooly the 
£ril arcbbilhop, but the fiidl mai^ that ever 
^led by an ordinance of ^pas^m^f^ yfet feide 
of my predecedbrs h^ve ^nelhi« ivuf^ ^KHigJh 
not by this means; lor Elph^^ w^9 rhorried 
away, ^std ho& his head by w X^tiiee : and 
$imon Sudbury, in the fury of W«t Tyl^ 
and his fellows, Be^rf thefe, Su John Bap«> 
tift had hi§ head danced oiF by •a lewd womoa i 
and St. CypHaif, ar<:hbiihop tH Carthage* fcb- 
mitted his head to a paifepating ftv^rd« 
Many examples, great and good^ and they 
teach me patience: for .1 hop^ my caafe im 
heaven will look of another dye than the a<K 
lou| that is put upon it here : and fosne coni-i 
ibrt it is to me, not only that I go the way of 
thefe great men in their feveral generations,, 
batalfo that my charge, a^ fo\il9»> hU pade, 
looks like that ^ the ^«wa agmft $t« PauU 



A9&XKrt. 3 ; lor he was acCQied^ for the lawr, 
<mdtfaeteai|yle$.i.e. religion: and, like that,: 
oC SuStcfbeiu A^svL 14, ^breakaiftgvthe:^: 
erdisances wkich Mofes ^ave.^ i. e. law and 
religion, the holy place and^ tlie temple 1^ 
iwrie i3« >Bm yoii.\i4U iky. Do rthen com** 
{tare myfeif with the integrity of St. Paul a^d : 
&u &<^h«n i No, <te be. that from me ; I . 
^yrmfe. a comfort to mj^lf, that thefe great 
^nts and iervants ^<3iod Were laid at in tl^ir 
times as I aiti now: aod it isvm'emorapeji 
Aat St^ Ptel, who helpitd^n thie accQ(at|dR . 
agfttoft St.$iephefi« did alter ^U lender tht 
ibme himfelfw Yoa, ^t >h«>ef8 a gpcat cla» 
laour diat I wobid htvse bn>iigkt>iB .popery c : 
i Aall afifwtr^hat moferfidly by snd ^y ; j|i . 
tkc netn rime ym ktiow wliat tbePharifee fai<L . 
ogmift Qhriftjiiivfdf,- * If we let kim alone, aH . 
snen will believeinhimy et vent Romatti, anAi 
the Romatia will <K>flBe and take aw^ both. 
-oHkr plaoeaod the "nation/ ffeiie jivs^s a caufdeft 
cry agaifiifl^!^ft4fhauheRoiiiaB6 wHUome; and i 
(•e kow juft'thejadgmeiitof God was: they 
crucified thrift [for 4Sar left ihe Romans (hould 
«oMe» and lik deaf h. wfts k whkh broagU: in 
«be Romans aipenthem> God pomflbing them 
v^h^lat^ilifliieh tbey moft feaM : and I pray 
'€k>d tids elamoar of veniient Romanl, of wim^ . 
i^he^e j^it^en no cauie, -help not .to i)fing'th€ait 
iti ; for Ae pope never liad fuch a hArveft in . 
£fi;|^lafid fiiice^lhe nsforma^oni aH he Ittth novr 
«^ii4ie>ft^>lnddivifioiiia^^atare4^ftOAg(kis^ . 

B6 ' io 
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In the mean time, by honour and diftommrt 
by good report and tvW r^port^ as a decdvo*, 
and yet true, ami paffin^ through this world 4 
2 Cor. vi, 8. ^omepamcalan alio I think ir 
aot amifs to fpeak of» 

'« And, iirft» (hk I ihaU be bdd to fpeak 
ef» The king, our gr^Kiou^ Sovereign, he hath 
been much traduced alTo for. biingifigiti of 
popery ; but, on my confcience> rf whieh J 
4iall give God a very prefcot jioconnt, I 
^now nun to be 'as fsee from this charge ai 
any man living; and I hold him l;D^he z% 
Ibund aprote&nty according to the re^^ioa 
by law eilaUifliedy as^ any man in this king-» 
jdom ;. and that be wijl yentore Jhi^ hit as hx 
4pd as &eejy for it ; and I li^k I do, or 
ibould, knpw both his al^^oo tp religion^ 
ai)d his gcottfids for it* as fully as any man io 
England ^ ^ 

<^ The fecond particular is conerming this 

freat and populous dty, whicl^God blefs% 
[ere hath oeeh of late, a fafiuw' taken up, 
to gather hands, and then go to the great 
court of thb kiRgdom> the patiiament, and 
fclamour for jtt^ice; as if that gre^tand wift 
court,, before whom t^e caufes come, iifhich 
are unkno^yi^ to the ipnany, $ouid a^t, of 
would not, do juftice but at dieir appointw 
ment. A vizy which n^ay endanger many aa 
^necentxn^U^, and pluck his blcm ttpoa theiv 
^wn headsj aB4 perhapjs.upoo |}«s city^s a]ib i 
and. this hath bef n prft^ifei ;\g^iill tnyfel^ 

the: 
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ihe magiiirates Handing ftill, -and {utknng 
tiicqi po proceejd^ frppn paridi to parifii wiikout 
checks God fasgive the fetters 6f this ; widi 
aJl my b«art J begJc ; but.snaoy well- moan- 
ing people are caught by it. In Se, Stephen's 
qa&,^ when nothing ejfe would fervey tbe)i 
ftir/ed up the peopk againil him; and He<* 
vo4» when Jie w«nt jtbe iain^ .vi(^y« >vhen hei 
j^ad killed iSt.Jamf^Si y^^ he would jiot velittire 
ttj>on Stf Peter iUjl he foDod h««» i^« otiiet 
pleafed the people : bHt take heed of havinf^ ' 
your hands fnU pf , bipod, for these is a.time, 
jbeil knowii to hi^felf, when God* above 
other fins» makes inqjudtion for blood; m^» 
when that inqiiifition is on foor^^ the Vfalxnii 
tells i^s,.. That God renaecnbers.; but. that. ift 
not all 9. He remembers, and fo^get^ not, th« 
con^ plaint of the poor.; that i5> whofe blood 
is (bed by oppr^fllon ; ysrid 9^ Take heed of 
this ^ 'tis a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God» but then efpecially when 
he is jn^ng inquifition for blood ; and> with 
, iny pcayers to avert it> I do heartily defirethia 
^ity tp i^en^ber the prophecy thai i^^xpreifed 
Jpr- xxyu I J. 

r '* The third jartkujar is the poor «hnrcb 6£ 
England, ft hath flourifhed, and been aiheU 
|er. ;tor other' neighbouritig'chuKbeSy whea 
florms have driven npoa itibenk Bot« ala»l 
|iow 'tiS' ia a^ florm itielf, and God only knowi 
)vhetbef» or ^w h (hall get o)it^ and*. which is 
WCfffis tha9 a.Jllprfli£n>m yfitho^^ h k> bcconiA 

lik» 
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Kke an 4>ak deft u> ilarefs with wedges Inade > 
Qnt of ks own body ; aod, at evtry ckft» prai^. 
pllaaanefs and irreli^n is eotenag in, while,. 
at Profper fpeaks» in bis ietcmd book, De 
r Vitse Contemptu, cap« iv. * Meii chat iatro* 
4oce prophaitcfiefs, ^r€ cloaked ov«r with the- 
name rehgioois ioMigubarfsc, of iifiaguiary rr« 
ligion :* for we haine k>ft the fubilance, etui; 
4wdl too QHifrh in opiiilDii ; and that ciioreh^. 
which all tliO' jef«nt» machioatioiis'covid notv 
wn> is fallen into danger by her own. 
. ^ The lalt particiilar, for I am- not iKolliog^. 
to be too long, it nvyfelfi. 2- was born and': 
baptized inlbeboibaft of<becb«ich of Eag« 
hod, eihdiliibcd by law. in that piofdQioo I 
Jiaveever £tice lived, aad in, that I tome novv 
10 die. Thii i» no time to diflmble ^«M 
-God, le«ft of all an laatter •of ivligioA, and; 
Aerefbfe I defiro it may be femei^bered, I 
liow always lived bk the^ profeeftant religion,^ 
«AabHflied ia England; and in thi^I como^ 
now to die. What clamours anft voders I 
have Cftdnred, for labouriag to keep all nm*- 
ienmty an the ipitersiid fevice of 6od» ac-. 
cording to the dodiine and difdpline of thia. 
e^borcb, allflnen Jchow, and I hatre idmndantly 
felt. 

r « f^Q^y at laft,.I.a« acGiifed'«ifhigb4trea^ 
ftm in .{parliament; a crime whieh my foaI> 
ever abhorred. This tteafbn inras charged to.. 
eoKfift of theie two parts ; ah endeavoar to > 
dtobven 4faolaw8 c^ 4he> iaaait -aad .,a ,like «s«^ 
* deavouTi 
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favour to overthrow the true proteilftQtj'eliv 
gLOu eftabliihed by law. JBefides my aofwers 
to the £5 vera! charges, I pfote&ed m}(lanoceiic^ 
ID both hoaies. . ft was Qddy Pnibneis prpte£*. 
tatioas at the bar muil not be taken* I cam 
briDg 00 witaefs of siy heart and the intentions 
thereof J dJiereforermaft-eonie to myprotfcf*. 
fat^n, notatthebaTi but my proccf&ation at 
lUs boor 4ifi4 isAsint^mf deaths in which I 
^c^*all jnea wiU be jfach charitahleChn^aa^,. 
as not to thinfc I wo^ld die and di/lemble» 
l^iag iaftantly to gire^Godaa ^account of the 
^uth : I do theirfore«'ia the prefence of God« 
aiad hit holyasgeky.labe 'it apon my death* 
That I never ^txleaTpored ^ {itbf eriion either 
of law or reiifpxm.p and I df&re you all to ren 
- aMsmber thift prof^ tif jmno lor ivy innoceacy^t 
in thefe, aadfnunali/tireafen^ whatfoever. I 
have been aocaied Jike^Kenian enemy to par<# 
liampnts : ik>» I oadcAftanii them, aad the be-* 
«efit that comes by tfaeoh t^ weU to be £b :. 
bat I diri miflike the 4ai%oveiBmettt#of A)aia 
|»arHamiMits maay vfay»» «n4 J kad te§£on ^r. 
it ; foTr-iiojsru^^ optimi tfi. jptJ^m^ri Uiei» is 
«o commj^ioa; in th« nvorU fi> bad| as dial 
which is of tbic-bd&,,iiit(ig, in i^fi^lf ; fyr the 
better tbe thing is u) fv^tm^, the ^or& k ^ 
^rrup^$ and ^j|t t^jing |h€i higheft coart, 
over which no odier hath jurifdidion, WthcJi 
'«rs QMfHnfbrffied^ or «iCrgoverne,d» the fubgedt 
is left wthofit all f^paifdy. S«tl hav^doni?^ 
i lbrgifa.aU^th« woj^ nU and •^veiv of 4^ 
. . bluer 
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bitter encmks whkh have perfearted roc; and* 
Jnrmblydefireto be -forgiven of God firfl, and' 
then of every man, whether I have offended 
him or not, if he do but conceive that I have» 
liord do thon forgive me, and I beg^orgivenefr 
of him ; and fo I heartily dcftrc- yoir to join- 
in prayer with me.** 

- The ipcech and prayers being ended, he 
gave the paper which he read mtto Dr. Sterne-, 
defiring Wm to- fhew it V6 torn other chaplains, 
that they might know hdw he departed out of 
this world r and fb prayed God to fliew Msp 
mercy and bleflings on them : and noting how^ 
one Hind had employed himfdf, in taking a 
Copy of his fjpeedt as it came from his month ^ 
he defired him not to do him wrong in pub- 
Mfhiiig a falfe or impcrfeft copf : which as- 
Hind promifed him to be careful off calHng^ 
for puni^ment from- above if he fhould do 
otherwife;- fohath he reaibnably weR^erformed 
his promifel the alterations or addkiens which- 
Occur therein, being perhapis the work of 
thofe Wh6 pervfed his papers, and wefe to au- 
ihoriz^ them to pobMc'vJeWy to- fit it more 
ton to the palate of tke city-fafttbn, and make' 
It more c^niifleht With the cre^t of thof<^ 
guilty men who hsid TOted to his tondemnft^ 
•ion. 

V This done, he next applied himfelf i^ the 
Iktal block, as to the haven of his reft : but 
tftdin^ the way M of ]^%ple>r wha had 

flaced^ 
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placed tlkemfelvtes updn rhe theatre to behold 
the tragedy, he defired he might have jroooi 
to . die ; befisechiog them to let. him have an 
end of his j»iferies» which h^ had endured 
very long. All whicli^ he did with fo ferene 
and calm a mind, as if he had been rathet 
taking order for another man's fnneraU than^ 
making way unto Ikis own* 

Being come near At block, he pat ofE hia. 
do9blet, and i^ Ibme words to this efed : 
^ God's will be done.; I am willing to go oat 
of this wofld ; no man can be more willing to 
lend me out of. it." And kdng^ through the 
chinks of the boards, that lome. people .were 
got under the fcailbld« id>out the very place 
where the block was feated, he called on the 
officers for ibmc daft to Hop tbem^ or to re* 
move the ^peoHpk . thence, iaying. It was no 
part of his desres, that his blood ihonld fall 
■pon the heads of the people* 

Never did . num pot . off mortality with a 
.braver courage, nor look upon his bloody 
and malicious enemies with more Chri^a 
charity* 

Thus, far he was gcme ie his way towards 
.paradice, with fuch a primitive magaanimity 
as equalled, if not exceeded, the example oif 
gntient. martyrs, when be was ilniiewhat tnter-* 
ropted in his qniet pafiane by one Sir John 
Ootworthy, afire-^braadbiought from Ireland 
by the earl of Warwick to encreafe the com- 
boftions in this kingdom r wbo^ Ending that 

the 
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fte mocking a&d revilkigsof malkiiHis {>eo|»T«^ 
kid bol power to mote him* or fhstrpeo him 
into zn^ dt&oment or fhew of paifiohy would 
heeds put .i&y atid try what .1^ cuuM do with 
bis fp^nge atid vinegar ; and, ftepping.to him 
Mar.cfae block., afked biio, ,widi looh ^ par-* 
pofe ^^ the Scribes and Fharifees nfed 'to pro* 
pofe queilions to out l<ord and Savio«r> not. 
toleiam by hiaa, hot to tempt hioiy <)r fiotx- 
i>oiie him to feme dtiadvaeptaftc with the ilaadert^ 
hy. What was the comfbrta&eft bying which 
a dying man coqld have in his: moaSi* Ta 
which & meekiy m&de this anAver> *^ Cupio 
lUflblvi et eOe cum Chri^ :'' i. e. ** I defirc: 
to be difiblwd and to be withi Chfift." Being 
adeed a^in» What was the fitted fpeedi ^ 
man ^oviidvkt to txprefs his t»}niideace ^kd 
afitimncei he anfweced^ with the fiUie/pirk 
l^f knedcnefsi^ Thbt fach aiTaranct was to be*. 
found within„ and that no -words wtre aWo t». 
express it rightly. Which, when it woukl not 
iatfsfy the troobie(bme and impertinent maii» 
who aimed at fomethine eife than fnch fttif^ 
fadion, anlefs he gaye fome word, or place of 
ftriptufe, whereopoa ffch afiurance might be 
tridy founded. He vied Ibme words to th^ 
eFed, That it was the word of God concern^ 
ing Chrift^ and his dying for as. And {q,. 
without expe^ing any farther quefibtons .^fot 
he perceived, by the mani)^ of J^ir JohnS 
proceedings, that there would be no vnd 6f 
his intermptioas if he hs^kencd any longer tt>. 

hitn); 
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hm) h^ turned tow^^s HU e^ecMtiooer (tKc^ 
gentler' and difcreetef man of thu .two) and . ' 
gave hio) money,; layings without, the 1eaf{[ 
didemper or change oF cpuntenance, ** Here» 
lionefl friend, 'God forgive thee, and do thy 
office ijpon pg^e \yulifncr.c.yi an,d^ having given 
a iign when the blow Ihould come, he kneele4 
down upon his knees^ and pray«d as folio w« 

€thi ' ' :. ^ : 

. '* Lord, I am coming as, f^R ^'s I can ; I 
know I mq^ pafs through the ihadow of death 
before that. I c^copie.to fec'thee i bot it m 
smbra morti6«a mere fhadow ot death, alittlQ 
darknefs upon nature ;^ bat thP^s by ,thy me^ 
fits and pa|ion» hau broke through (he jawa 
of death : fo« Lord^ receive my foul, and n^v^ 
^lercy upon iiie» and h^tb thi» kingdom with 
peace and pientyt and with brotherly love and 
charity, that theie may qo^ be this efiufipn of 
Chriiban blood amongS themi» for }eCd% 
Chrift^s fake, if It be thy will." 

Then laying his head upon the block, and, 
pravinr filently to himfelf, he.fs^id aloud, 
^* Lord receive my foul ;** which was the 
fignal given lo the exefutioner, who. very 
dexterouily did hi« office* and took it otF at a 
tlow^ his foul afcending on the wings of an» 

f' ^Ts \^nto Abraham's boioow and leaving hia 
bdy on the icajQbld t6,^'e care of men. A 
l|ie'dacieib unplealing unto the moft of thofe 
«vlio had deiired his death with much heat and 
^a^on, thatmany^ who had come with greedy 

eyes' 
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eyes to fee liim fafler, went back witK wee{l» 
fng eyes when they faw him dead ; their con- 
fciences, perhaps, bearing; witncfs to the^* 
that they had tinned in bein^ gwl^y Q^ ^^^ 
innocent blood. * ' . 

See his chara£ter by lord Clarendon : " It 
was within one week after' the king's retura 
from Scotland, that Abbot died at ois houfe 
at Lambeth. The kine took very little time' 
to confider who (hoola be his facceflbr^ bet 
the very next time the binio|> of London (who 
was longer on his way home than the king 
had been) came to him, his majeJIy entertaiiv- 
ifig him very chearfutly ^Uh this compella- 
tion. My lord's grace of Canterbury you ard 
very wefcome, and gave order the fame day 
for the difpatch of all the necefikry forms for 
the tranflation: & thdt witMn a month, or 
thereabouts, after the death of the other arch*] 
bifhop, he t^as compleatly in veiled in that 
bigh dignity, and fettled in his palace at Lam- 
beth. 

This great prelate had been before in gf^M 
fiivonr with the duke of Buckingham, whofe 
chief confidant he was, and by him recom* 
mended to the king, as fitted to be trailed in' 
Ihe conferring of alt ecdeiiaftical preferments, 
tvhen he was but biihop of St. David's, or 
newly preferred to Bath and Wells ; and ^om 
that time he cniirefy governed that province,' 
without a rival; fo that his promotion to Can-^ 
tecbury was long forcfetn;and cxpeitcd; noi^ 

waa 
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was k amended with aoy increafe of ffxvy, oc 
mfllke. . ; : 

He was aiiian of great parts, and verv ex- 
emplary virtttesy atlayed an/A difcreditea by 
forme inipojputar aatiiraJ infirmities ; the greateS 
of wjiich was (t)kfxdes a lia{ly, Qiarp way of 
^preffing hunifeir) that he believed innocence 
of heart, and ijitegiity of manners,, was a guar4 
ftrong enqogh to iec^re any man in his voyage 
through this world/ In vynat con^pany foever 
Tie travelled^ fuid thtoiigh what way foever h« 
was to pais : and fure never any inan was bet* 
ter fupplied with that proyiiion. He was bora 
of honeft parents, who were well able to pro- 
vide fbrhis education in the ichools of leam- 
Jhg, from whence they fent him to St, John's 
IpoUege in Oxford, the worft c^ndowed at that 
time of any in that famous univeriity.. Frgni 
a icholar he became a fellow^ -and then the 
president of the college» after. !}€; liad received 
all the graces, and degri&es (the prodorfhip 
and the dodorihip) could be obtained there« 
He was always naalign^d and oerfecuted by 
tfiofe who were of the Calvin jan /aSian, which 
jw^. then, very powerful,, and wbp, According 
to thw.'ufaal maxijn and* prance, call every 
man they do not love, PapUl ; and, under this 
iehfelefs appellation, they. created liim many 
troubles and' vexations ; and fo far fapprefled 
him, that though he was the king's, chaplain, 
and taken notice of for an excellent preacher, 
and a (cholarof the mod fublime parts, he had 
hot any preferment to invite him to leave hi^ 



jftbcfcolfcgi^/WWtfc'oiilygatc him bread, tift 
the vigour of his age was. paft : and whed hb 
tv^s prijnoted'by Icing James, it was but to a 
j^oor bilhopTic in Waics, which Was not fo 
.j;ood a fttpport'for a Mftop, is his collelge Was 
for a private fcKoiaf , though a doflbr. 
; PawiaiAetits in^th^ttimfe Wtef'every fVe^dfeti^, 
«nd grew' very bufy; and the paHy, under 
^hicn he had nxfFei^d'a ctoititiaaV peffecutioo, 
appeared rery powerful, and ' fuQ of defign^ 
end they who' had the courage ttJ Cppofc them* 
begun to be takea notice of with approbation^ 
and countcnajQte : lAidor this Hilelie ^nie .t6 
be firft chenfhed by the duke of Buckinghim^ 
Who had made fome experiments of the tember 
and ifpirit of the other people, nothing tonis 
fatis&^lion. Prom this time he profpered at 
the rkte.'of his own wiAes, ahd' being trani*- 
plantfed bjrft of his cbld barren didcefs pf St] 
I>ayiti's, into a^ warmer cKmatfc, he was left, 
^s was (kid before^ by that great favourite, in 
that great truft with the king; who was fuf- 
ficicntly indiipo&d towards the peribris, or 
the principles t)f Calvin's diftiples. 
c When he^caOJe into great authority, it may 
be, he retained tbo keeti a memory ' of thofe 
whb had fo unjtiftly, and uncharitably perfe- 
jcttted him beipre ; and f dOubt, was fo far 
tranfpotted. with the fame paffions he had rea» 
fon to complain of in his adverfaries, that7 ^b 
they accttfed him of poperyj becaufe he had 
fbine doftriaal qpinions which they lik^d not, 
thbujgTi riiey wcfe tiothihg allied to *popery ; 
i f6 
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ih lie enteitained too much prejudice to ioAift 
ferfons, a» if th€y were enemies to the di^* 
pline of the church, becaoffe ^Qf concurred * 
with CalriH in feme do^rhiaf points $ when 
tbejr abhorred his iiiil^FAi^ 8ttd rev^resced 
the government of th€ dinnehy sad prayed for 
the peace of it smk as much seal and fefven* 
t;y as any. in the- kingdom ^ a$ diej) made mav 
niie^ in their live^, and an their fi^cjm^ 
with it, and ^ itv He had^ from his^ Stk en-t 
trance, into tbo world* withpat any difguiie^ 
or di^mulation,' jiedtaed hi^o^n opinion of 
that ciafs Of nitn, and, as foeii a» it was id 
his powerj h« did afi he could to hinder th# 
growth and increafe of that faction; and to re** 
ftrafn thofe who were inclined to it, £10111 do^ 
ing the fiKfchl^ they de^ed lio do; -But his 
power ^ couiti otkrld not enough quaiiff hini 
io go thfdugh wifh- that dilScoR refbriaatson; 
wt»lfl he h^ a feperior in the eharchf wim^ 
having the reigns in his hand} cooki&ckeq 
them accordiA|f to his own humcBr, arxi inw 
diftretion ; ana was thonght*^ to be the more 
remtfs, to Irritate Im choleric di^litioo. Bat 
wh«n he had n^w the. pvi^tacy in ixis own 
lumd, the king being infpired ^th the ftmtf 
zeai, he tiK>Qght ho flioold he to blame^. and 
Ikave moth to anfwer fer^ if he 4id not make 
liaHe to apply: yemedles to thoft diieafes^ 
which he (aw woald grow apace. 

The archbiihop had, all his life, eminently 
cppofed CttlvMi'is di>6hrine in thofe coneroverf 
&s^ bflbre liif name «if Armkiius war tafeei^ 

. notice 
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ftotice of, or lik iopsgionshtaxd of ; and there* 
upon, for want of another name, the^ had cal* ^ 
]ed him a iliqiift) which nobody bekeved him 
to be* and he had itiore maaifefted the contiary 
in his diiputatioos and writings, than moft 
flien had done ; and it may be the other found 
the morefev^re, and rigotdos uikge from him ^ 
for their propaga^ogthat cahimny againft 
htm. ' He was a man of great coarage and 
refolation, aad being moil: a&red within him- 
fe]f» that he proposed n^ end in all his a^iona 
•addafignS) but what \(^s pious andjtift (a« 
fure no. man had .ever ,a heart more entire to 
the kinfi^, the churchy or Hi country) he ne* 
Ter ftttdied the eafie(l ways to thole end 9; he 
thoaght, it may be, that any art or ihdollry 
that way, would ^(credit, at leail make, the 
integfity of the end fnfpe^ed, let the<aure be 
wbatit will. He did court perfons too little ; 
oor cared to make his defigns and pulpofes ap« 
pear as candid as they were, by Jhsw'ing themi 
in any other drefs than their own natural beau- 
ty, though perh8{^s in toorou^h a mannei'} 
and did not confider enough what men fiiidt 
or were like to (ay <>f him. If the • f^lts and 
vicei were, fit- to be looked into a6d djicoverii^^ 
ed, let the peribos be who they v^oald that 
were (guilty 'oathto^ (hey were fore to.'fiad no' 
ponmvance of ; favour from htm.' ^ He intended 
the difcipline of the church flioold be felt# 
as well as* fpbken of, and that' it (hould be ap* 
plied to the grisatdl and joofl ipleAdid traai^ 
greffi>r8». as.weU.aJi to the- pani&lxkebt of 
r >;t fmaller 
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(ffloatler oSences, and meaner offenders; and 
thefeupoa called for, or chen(hed the difcove- 
ty of thofc who were not careful, to cover their 
own ink[«ide», thinking they were above the 
reach oforber men,, ot their power> or will to 
•chailife. Perfons of honour and great quality^ 
of the coitFt and of the country, were every day 
icitedinto the high ccunmiflloa court, upon, the 
fame of their incontinence, or other fcandal in 
their lives, and w6re there profecuted to their 
{bsLvat and puniihment : and as the fliame 
i(which they called an infolent triumph upon 
their 'degree and quality, and levelling them 
with the common p'eG|)le) was never forgotten, 
i>ot watched for revenge ; fo the fines impofed 
there were the more queftibned, and repined 
againft, becaufe they were afligned to the re;- 
.building and repairing St. Paul's church ; a.id 
thought therefore to be the moreieverely impof- 
ed, and the lefscompaifionately reduced and ex* 
-cufed : which likewife made the juriPdidion 
and rigour of the Star-chamber more felt, and 
murmured againft, and fharpened many mens 
huQiours againft the bifliops, before they had 
any ill intentions towards the church. 

The archbiftiop, guided purely by his zeal 
and reference for the place of God's fcrvice, 
and by the canons ahd injunctions of the 
churchy with the cuftom obierved in the king'g 
chapel, and in moft cathedral churches, with- 
out confidering the long intermillion and dif- 
continuation in many other places, profecuted 
this afiair more paffionatiely than was lit for th€ 

Vol. VI. C feafoi); 
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feafott ; and bad prejadice againfl ihoCc, who 
Qcrt of fear, or forefight^ or not usderft^ndiBg 
the thing, had not the fanse wamdi to pro* 
mote it* The bifliojps who had been prefer* 
red by hts favour, or hoped to be £>, were at 
leail as (bUicitoaa to bring it to pais in their 
feveral diocel&s ; and fome of th^a with more 
MffioD, and lefs circumfpeftion, than they htA 
his example for, or than he approved ; pro&^ 
cttting thc^ who oppoied them, very fieixely, 
and fometin^s unwarrantably, which was kept 
in remembrance, Whilft other ||^fliops^ not 
ib many in number, or (b valuabie m we^ht^ 
who had not been behoiden to him, nor Aad 
any hope of being fo, 'were enough CMtten^sd 
4o give perfunctory orders for uie doang^it, 
«nd to Cte the execution of thofe orders not 
minded $ ^nd not the lefs pleafed *to fisd^ 
that the prejudice of that whole traafadiott 
reflected folelyupon theurchbiOK^. 

The archbi(hop had not been long in that 
poft, when there was another great aiteratios 
m the court by the death of the earl'«f Fort*' 
iaud, faigh-treafurer of England ; a ana -49 
jealous of the archbishop's credit wMi ^km 
4ting, that he always endeavoured to leflen it 
by all the arts and ways he could ; which kc 
wasfo far fromelFe£iing, that, asituluattyfiilb 
out, when paffibn and malice make accvfation^ 
by fuggeftukg many particulars which tk0 
king knew to be untrue, or believed to be no 
faults, he rather confirmed his majdly's jtt%« 
ment of hifli* and prejudiced kU own reputa* 

tation. 
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tatioR. His death cauied no grief in the 
arebbi^hop ; who was opon it made one of the 
comniffioners of the treafury, and re venae, 
which he had reafon to be forry for, becaufe 
It engaged him io civil bafinefs» and matters of 
fiate, whemn he had little experience, and 
whid» he had hitherto avoided. Bat being 
obliged to it now by his trjif(, he entered upoia 
it with his natural eafnefhiefs and warmth* 
making it his principal care to advi^ncc, anid 
ifliproye t]|g king's revenue, by all the ways 
which were ofl^red, and fo< hearkened to afl 
JBifonMitions and'prepofittons of that kind ^ 
«tid having not had experience of that tribe Of 
jiiecple, who deal in that traffic (a con* 
Ment, (enfeJeA, and fer the mofl part a naugh- 
ty people) he was fometimes miHed by them, 
to thtiue better of fome projedls than they de* 
ierved ; botth^ he was {o entirely devoted to 
vrhat would be beneficial to the king, that all 
propofitions and defigns, which were for the 
profit (only or principally) of particular pcr- 
■ibttif how greatibever, were oppofed and crofi 
ied, and very o^n totally fopprefled, and 
iKftedin their birth, by hia power ahd tatho> 
nty ; which aeated him enemies etiough in 
the coQTt, and many of ability to do milchief, 
whaknew well how to reconlpenfe difcourte- 
ilefi, which they always called injuries. 

The revenue of too ntany of the court con- 
iMed.principaliyin enclofures, and improve- 
ments of that' nsture, which he ftill oppofed 
pafionately, except they were founded Aipon 

C Z law; 
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Jaw ; and then,, if it would bring profit to 
'the king, bow old and obfoietcibever the law 
*was, he thought he might juflly adviie the 
^profecution. ^And to he did a little -too mudh 
countenance the commiflion concerning depo- 
pulation, which brought mnch charge and trou* 
ole upon the people^ and was lucewife caft 
nipon his account. 

He had obferved, and knew it Biuft be io^ 
nhat the principal officers of the revenue, who 
governed the affairs of money, h^ always ac- 
•cefs to the king, and fpent moiPtime with 
liim in private than any of his fervaats, or 
^ounfellors, and had thereby frequent oppoiv 
tunities to do good or ill office^ to many men^ 
of which h« had had e;Eperience» when theeasl 
of Portland was treafurer, and the lord Cot« 
tington chancellor of the exchequer ; neither 
of them being his friends ; and the latter ftitt 
enjoying his place, and having his former ac* 
cefs, and (b continuing a joint commifiioaer of 
the trea{ury with him, and underflanding that 
province much better, ftill oppofed, and cms- 
monly carried every thing againft hin; ib 
that he was weary of the toil and vexation of 
that bufmefs ; as all other men were, and ftill 
are, of the delays which are in all difpatches 
in that office, whilft it is executed by commit 
Son. 

The treafurer's is the greateft office of bene- 
JBt in the kingdom, and the chief in prece- 
dence, next we archbiihop's, and the great- 
ieal : fo that the eyes of all men were at gasEe 

who 

-2 



WILLIAM LAUD. 29? 

w&o (hould have this great office; and the 
greateli of Ibe tiobility, who were in the chief 
ejnployments, looked upoa it as rhe prise of 
cme of them; fuch offices commonly making; 
Way for more removes and preferments ; whea^ 
cm a faddep the (laff was put into the hands of 
the hi (hop of London, a man fo unknown,, 
that his name was fcarce heard of in the king- 
dom, who had been, wnhin two years before*, 
bat a private chaplain to the king, and the 
nreiident of a poor coitege in Oxford. This 
inflanfed more men than were angry before,, 
and no'dc^t did not only fli^arpen the edge, 
of envy arid* niaKce againft the irchbifiiop: 
twho was the known archited of this new 
febric) but mofl unjuflly indifpofed many to- 
wards the church itfelf, which they looked up- 
on as the gulf ready to fwafiovV ail the great 
of&ces, there being'dthers in view,, of that Jrobe*' 
who were* ambitious enough to expeQ: the 

reft. . :/' ' ■■'.•'* 

In the mean time the archbifbop hlmfclf 
was infinitely pleafed with what was done, 
ai^d unhappily believed he had provided '<i 
(Iropger fupport for the church; and never 
abated any thing of his feveriiy, and rigour 
tbwards men of all condition's j or in the Hiarp . 
lief? of his language; and exprefBons, which 
was fo natural to him, that- he cotijd not de- 
bate any thing without fome commotion,, 
when the argument was not of moment, nor 
bear contradiction in debate, even in the coun- 
cil, whece^all men are equally free, with that. 

C 3^ patience 
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patience and temper that was Dcceflaiy ; of 
whicb^ they who wifhed hin\ not well» took 
Banj advantages, and would therefore con* 
tradidl him, that he might be tranfported 
with Come indecent pafllon ; which^ upon a 
fliort recolledlion, be w^ always firry for* 
and mod readily and heartily would roake ac- 
knowledgement. No man fo willingly^madc. 
tinkind ufe of all thole occafions« as the lord 
Cottington, who^ being a mailer of temper^, 
and of the moil profound diffimulatipn, knew 
too well how to lead him into a miflake^^ and 
then drive biin into choler, and ttun expoie 
him upon the matter, and th^ manner, to the 
judgment of the company ; and he chofe to 
do this moft, when the king was prefent ; and; 
then he would dine with ham the nej^t day. 

The king, who was exceilively affeOed to 
hunting, and the fports of the field, had a. 
great defire to make a great park for Red^ as 
weU as iailow deer, between Richmond and 
Hampton- court, where he had large waftes of 
hh own, and great parcels of wood, which 
made it very fit for the ufe he defigned it to : 
but as fome pari(hes had commons in jthoie 
wades, fo, many sentlemen and farmers, had 
|pod boufes, and good farins intermingled 
W^ih thofe waiies, of their pwn inheritance, or 
for their live^r, or years ; and without taking 
of them into the park, it would not be of the 
.largenpfs, of' for the ufe propofed. His ma* 
)eiky defired to purchafe thofe knds, and was 
very willing tQ buy them upon higher terms 

than 
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than the people could fell thcxn at to any body 
elfe, if they had occafioa to part with them ; 
and thought it no unreafoDable rhin2> upon 
Ihofe terms, to exped thi^ from his uibjeds ; 
and fo he employed his own furveyor, and 
other of hisofHcers, to treat with theowner.<i» 
many whereof were, his own tenants, whofe 
farms would at lad expire. 

The major part of the people were in a 
fliorttime prevailed with, but many vtry ob- 
ftinately refufed ; and a genileman* who^h^d 
the beA e^ate, with a convenieAt K«ufe, and 
gardens, would by no means part with it ; 
and the king being as earned to compafs it) 
it made a great noiie,as if the king would take 
away inens eftates at his own pleafure. I'hs 
tiihop of Lbndkmt who was treafurer, and 
the lord Cottingtoa, chancellor of the excher 
qjuer, wer«, from the fir(l entering upon it, 
very averfe to the defign, not only from the 
murmur of the people, but becaufe the pur^ 
chafe of the land, and the making a brick^wall 
about fo lar£c a parcel of eround (for it is 
Hcar ten miles about) would coft a greater 
fum of money than they could eafily provide, 
or tha% they thought ought to be facri- 
£ced to fudi an occaiion ; and the lord Cot,- 
tingtpn' (who was more follicited by the 
country people, and heard moft of their mur« 
murs) took the bufinefs moll to heart, and en»- 
deavoured by all the ways he could, and by 
frequent importunities, to divert his majefty 
from purfuing it, and put all delays, he could 

C 4 well 
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well do, in the bargains which were to be 
made ; till the king grew very angry with 
him, and toW him, '• He wasrefolved to go 
through with it, and had already caufedbriclc 
to be burned, and much of the wall to be^ 
built upon his own land:" upon wh4ch Cot- 
tington thought fit to acquiefce. 

The building the wall before people con^ 
iented to part with their land, or thtir com- 
mon, looked to them as if by degrees tbey 
ihould be (hut out from both, and inGreafed- 
the murmur and noiie of the peqple, who 
%vere not concerned, as well as of them who 
were : and it was too near London not to be 
the common difcourfe. The archbifhop (who 
deftred exceedingly that the king ihoald be 
poHefTed as much of the hearts ot the people 
as was poffible, at leail that they fhould have 
no juil caufe to complain) meeting with it^ 
Tefolved to fpeak to the king of it; which he 
did ; and received fuch an anfwer from him, 
that he thought his majefty rather not inform- 
«d enough of the inconveniencief, and mxC- 
chiefs of the thing, than pofitively irefolved 
not to defift from it. Whereupon one day he 
took the lordCottington afide (being informed 
that hedifliked it) and told him, ♦* rfe (houid 
do 'very well to give the king good counfcl, 
and to withdraw him from a refolution, in 
which ki$ honour and juilice wajs fo niuch 
ealled in queftion.*' Cotcington anfwered him 
very gravely, ** That the thing defigiied was 
very lawful, . and that he tliought the king re* 

foived 
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fclved very welJ, fince the place lay fo conve- 
nient for his winter exerdfe, and that he would* 
by it not be coitipelled to make fo, long jour- 
neys as he ufed todo, in that feafon of the 
year, for his fport, and that aobody ought to 
difluade him from it." 

The archbiftiop inftead of finding a concur* 
jrence from him, as hc^cxpcftcd,- feeing hini- 
kilf reproached upon the matter for his opi- 
aion, gre^ into niuch paffion>. telling 
him, "Such men aa ' he would* ruin. 
the king, and make hiin lofe the afFeflions ofi 
hisfubje^is; that for hifi own part, as he 
had begun, fo he would go on todi^uade the 
king from proceeding in lb ill a counsel, and 
that he -hopied ^ it would appear who had been 
bis counfello^'' Cottington, glad to fee him b> 
focfn hotf dftd ' re%>ivedt(^ inflame him more, 
very ^mly replied to him, *' that he thought 
a man coqM not, with a 'good confeieDoe^ hin^ 
tier the Idn^ from purfuing his refolittions^ and. 
that it coula not bat proceed from want of af« 
fe^ion to his perfon, and he was not fore that 
it might not be h^h^treafon." The other, 
^pon thid wildnefs o^ his diicourfe, in^great an-- 
get afl^him, ** Why ?^ from whenoe he had. 
^ received thatdoftnneP He faid, with the 
£kme temper, ^^ They who- did not wifh the 
king's health, could hot love him ; and they 
who went about to hinder his taking recrea*^ 
Hon, which prei^rved his health, might be 
thought, for odght he knew, guilty of the 
li%heft crimii*'!^ :Upon y/bkh the ardibilhop, 
*-» C 5 ia. 
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6f Ills b«ing commiffioner of the treafury, ex- 
ceedingly provoked, or underwent the ei)V\ , 
and reproacb, and nxalicc of qaeb of all qua^ 
lities and conditions; who agreed in nothing 
el/e : all which, though wcji enough known 
to inn, were 'not enouglx cOhft4ei^d by kiai, 
who believed, as moft men did, the govefn- 
Bicnt to be fo firmly fettled, that Jt could nci- 
ihef be ibaken ^om witKiB» nov witli^itt, aod 
fbai ler» than i^ general c^afafip'^ of law aiid 
gof^I^ coul4 not &att bim } wbicbi was unf 
ttK> i b»c he did not forefee hpw ^afify ^bai C0&7 
fogon ndghl be brought lo paft* M it |>rov€4> 
4b<NCtIy to be^ a» we £ive already reiaf^cU 
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ill great rage, and with many, reproaches^ left 
him, and either prefently, or upon the next 
bpportunity, told the king, ** that he now 
knew fjho was his great coanfeUor for making 
kis park, and that he did not woiider that mea 
durft not reprefent any arguments to the con- 
trary, or }e( his xnajefty know hgw much he 
fuffered in )C, whenfuch pHnciple^ in divinity 
^nd liw were laid dowjn tQ terrify them f* ^n4 
ib recounted to hm the conference lie ha4 
with th^ lord C(5ttingtoii» bitti^iPl)^ ioveighiog 
againH. him, and hi$ dcdrine^ mentioning 
him' with all the (harfit iieproaches imaginable^ 
and hefe^ching his majbfty^ that his counfel 
might not prevail with him» taking fcmie painl 
to make bis concljiiions apficar vi^y faliey and 
lldkulo^s - , . ^ 

. T^ king faid ti^tnx^* but* ** My lerdi. 
yOii are deceived, Coftingtoti u t00 W4 for 
you ;, upon my Word he hath. ii<K only 4i^ 
iiiiAded. am more, aad giv«ii>' m<u« le^ns a«^ 
gainft this bttfinefs, than all the iMn in Eng* 
^nd h^ve done, bdt hath really obftjro£ked the 
work by not doing his duy^ ss I con^anded 
hipitfor wtick Ihav9Jb«f A very nii^h dti^leafeii 
^(h hiJOEi; yon fee .how uiijadLy ydur pafli^ii 
kilh trani|>orted yoll/^r i^ which r^prdien* 
j^ofi ke^fbttnd how tench hi hl^d.kefit ^bwfed^ 
^d refented it accordingly. . , ;^ . 

Whatfoevet Wa? the catife ofoifty thn. excdt- 
^I^.ma99 who iftood bo( upeii the. advatktage^ 
•roand he&i^,.froia tine iiMjof..ki8.]$romd^ 
mkV^ this W)USkQfmi. ^i fukmLmm thiit, 
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6f liis lacing commiffioner of the treafury, ex- 
eeedingly provoked, or underwent the ei)V\ , 
and reproach^ and niattce. of qiejb of all qua-i 
Ijties and concHtibns; who anreed in nothing 
el(e : all which, though well enough known 
to iihu* wero 'not enough conftjeted by h^tn, 
who believed, as moit men did, the govern- 
ment to be fo firmly fettled, that U could nei- 
ihet be flutken from within, nof witb)iit» aQd 
that lef> than ji general c^aftfioo of hw amd 
gofpel, could not ftoit him ^ y/hkh. wa« truf 
ftK> ', bikhe did not forefee hfiw ^afify (bat C007 
fQ(|(^ might be brouglit to paJk, M it pmwt4^ 
Aoctly to be^ a» we ^ve already xtlai^d. 
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BRITISH PLUTARCH, 



The life of 



Edmund Ludlow. 



_ 

EDmuitd Lt7DLOW,'a ringleader ' of 
the fepublfcan -party, in tfce civil wars oF 
Ae laft century, was defcended from a family' 
of toniiderable rank, originally -feated in 
fihrcplhirc ; hut: feraoving thence, it after- 
wards fettled in Wiltihire : and he was bora 
at Maiden- Bradley in that county, about the 
year 1620. 

His parents, relblving to give him an edu- 
cation fjihable to his oirth, fent him from 
fchool to Trinity-college in Oxford ; where, 
liaving gone through the ufual academical 
5:udies, he took the degree of batchelor oF 
arts, November 14, 1636. After which he 
was removed to the Temple, in order to ac- 
quire a competent knowledge in the laws and 
conflitution of his cotmtry, (o as to recommend 
him to a feat in parliament, where his ance(^ 
tors had frequently reprefented the county^ 

His behaviour was anfwerable to the hopes 
and expectations of his father. Sir Henry Lud- 
low, knight, who being chofen for the couor— 
in the long parliament, which met the thir 
of Nove^W 1^40, and entering with gre 
zeal into ^ party againft the court, his c 
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dud and encouragement had fuch an infiu* 
ence on bis fon, thac he not only very carly^ 
declared himfelf on that fide/ but aHb took upi 
arms the firft opportunity that offered: for 
while he was a Undent in the Temple, he en»>' 
^aged with (everal others in a kind of military) 
ad'ociation, and they afterwards inMed as vo* 
lunteers in the earl of BSkx's ]ife>guard; and 
being in the iirft' pitched battle between king 
Charles J. and his parliament, called the battle 
of Edge-hill ; which wat^ought on Sunday 
the twenty -third of October 1642 : of which 
bie has given us a very particular, and, ieem« * 
iogly, impartial account, fo far as he was con- 
cerned. He was foon afterwards raifed by Sir 
Edward Huagerford, general of the parliament 
army, to the command of a troop of horfe., 
and being made governor of Windfor^rcaftle, 
be maintained that poii foe ten months, with^ 
out any aiUflance, for the parliament, which 
had held out only fix days for the king ; yield« 
ing, he was carried prifbner to Oxford, 
where they ofiered him the liberty of the city 
upon his parole ; but as they would not in 
that cafe give him the freedom of viiiting his 
friends in the caftle, he chofe to remain with 
them' in tdnfinement; from whence, in about 
three weeks time, he was releafed, by ex« 
chancre, and went. to London. Where being 
appofnted fheriiF of Wilts, he accepted a 
majority in Sir Arthur Haftings's regiment of 
horie, in the Wedern fervice fand in the 
loUowingfiuniiier;^hie raifed a regimeutincott* 
** fcq^ucnce 
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icquence of a cooiini^m from Sir William 
^Waiier ; and katiisg done the parliament coa- 
fiderable fervice, in reduciirg fcveral places^ 
he jodned S>r Williaiii Waiier with ahcnit five 
hundred' horfe^ aaid wis engaged in the fe« 
cond battle fought at Newberry^ in which he 
loft his kinfman, Gabriel Ludlow, who wa» 
nnich: laoiented by him* 

^ Soon after ths tbedtfpotes between the pau^ 
Hkmeiitariaos began to run vtry faigh> and at 
kft ptodiwed the^sfatoas fidf-dehyiog ordi« 
nance, by means of which, the earls of E3kx 
and Manchefter (rigid prefbyteriatts) and Sit 
WiUiam Waller, were dtfimi&d from their fe* 
veral commands, amd with them colonel Lud* 
low, who came not into play again in anj- 
poft dvtl or military, till 1645,, when he was- 
choien knight of the Aire, to reprefent xh2 
county of Wilts^ in the rooan of his father,, 
who died in 1643. 

On the forrender of the king eo the Scots'^ 
At colonel, as one oi the membtrs fbc Wilts^ 
w^ commiffioned to payoffmj^or Mai&y^» 
brigade, which he and alderman Aflen, the 
•ther repreftntative for that connty,. did at 
ihe Devizes. 

. Soon after the death of tie ear) of ESkic^ 
which happened the thirteenth of September 

161.6, Cromwel entered into a coaverfatioA 
witn colonel LndloWr wherein he e^reficd fe- 
much diffike againft the parliamcnt,,and fo ex* 
tdled the army, that the colonel was per* 
-fcaded ht had akeady coac^iwi ike defign o£ 

daftcoyin^ 
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deftroy&ie tbe civil authority, s^ad. Ctxmg up 
for himfeff, and was foKUKjiog wlifthor he wt8r 
ftficinfirumenc.to be eqaployed $a duitfeellda :. 
but lie returned . fu^ an atiTwer* .as, aiaids. 
C^romwell iiev^r fpeafc to hiai ag^n on thai 
fttbjed, though upon another occaiiota he 
i»red ver)r indieceii^ expifHions to him in the 
houfe, tending to the Tame purpofe. Whtit 
the. kii^ waa t^rooght fwm Holmbf to the 
mmy* Ludkiw .went down to viik the oft«ei9y 
^here. GommUT^r^Rf^general Ireton apptehendf*: 
iag the coIimbj^I m^ othtur xnembom at thai 
tifiie ffiendt to the armxt might be jeaioua of 
ll»eir procee£ngs» took pains to iatisfy hia ;^ 
defiring him to be allured of their ilediaft ad«- 
herence to the public intereil» aod that they 
intended only to dirpenfe with fuch things ts 
were not material m erder to quiet the rdlleiar 
Q>irit of the cavaliers» till they could put them* 
felves into a oonditian to ferve the people ef» 
iedually : but he adds» he could not approve 
0f their pradlicea. It appears clearly from 
eor author's memoirs^ that he looked on the 
agitators^ and their party m the army, aa 
launch commonweakb'ji men, «ad therefore 
^^tB Croi&wdyi, o» their growing trouble* 
IbiBe^'ftisied twelve of them*, one of which he 
cattfedto be &e>tdead upon the fpot^ deliver* 
ing the reft over to the ^ftody of the marihal; 
and on reporting this tranf£»^en t&the par«> 
Kament, had the thanks of. the houfe voted 
htm for what. Jie had done;^ our author dii^ 
li«f lufteAliimfU^ by Sbdnf; lis^ bod a Mj> 

119 
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as heoouid. After the parliatnent ha<f p$il%d^ 
thevot^ ^r non-addrefs to the king,- and pn^- 
bliih^d ih^it declaratiQti for bri&gifig him loi* 
a tryal, which declamtiofi^^ wt^ draw^n tit> by- 
eoloitael Nathtniel Fieniies, colonel Ludlowy ' 
.Mr. iiolland, and another member, were fent^ 
down to Windfor to rdieafe ^captain Reynolds^ 
and the others (called levellew) fei»ed> as a* 
bove«ili^ltOA€d, by Cromw^H »' who^ tooa 9f'- , 
terprocured a roeetiag of divers leadiag men* 

*■ attiongftthe prdbytarians and independents, 
both members of parliameat and nainillers^ 
at a dinner in Wefiininiler, ander^ pretence oS 
endeavouring a reconciliation between the - 
two parties ; but he found it a work too dif-. 
licalt for him to' compofe the difi^ences be- 
twe|en thofe two eccleiiaftical iiitereib ; one of 
which, iays our author, could endure no fa- 
perior, ^e other, no equal. Wherefore, find- 
ing this produced no efied^, he contrived ano-. 
ther conference to be hdd in King-Hreet, be* 
Wirtea thofe called the grandees of the houfe 
and army:, and the commonwealth's men ; tbe- 
refultof which may be feen at* large in Lad* 
low's memoirs. 
• When Sir Thomas Glenham, by ordev-of 

" the Scots, who were now preparing- to raifb 
forces to releafe the king from his confinement 
at Carifbrook in the iile of Wight, hadfeized 
upon Carlifle ; the parliament refolving to re* 
inforce the militia of each county^ fentfeveixd 
of their members into their refpe^Hve conn* 
lies to give lif$ to^thfir cprejuvnions^ aiidl 

aaongfl 
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amongd them the coloael was fent into Wilt* 
fiiire, where he foon brooght them to agree to 
the raidog two reginients of foot and one of 
horie. And ibon after Oliver Cromwel find* 
iag difficulties encreafing in the way» took 
an opportunity of making his complaints, aodf 
ac&tng the advice of our author, which he- ve- 
ry frankly gave him. 

After the defeat of the Scotch and Englilh 
army, under the marquis of Hamilton and 
Sir Marmaduke Langdale, by Cromwell, co- 
lonel Ludlow went down to Sir Thomaa 
Fairfax, then lying before Colchefter, to-per- 
foade him to make the mod of the power 
which the army had affumed, in order, as ha 
laid, to {tfevent th«ir own and the nation's 
ruin ; to convince him of the neceffity of 
which, he laid before him the bad co&&<}iiences 
of -entenng into a titaty with the king, in* 
fucb ilrong terms that the army in a very fhort 
tioie adopted h» fyftem, and drawing nearer to 
JLondon, in order to favour their friends in 
the houfe, Ireton &nt a meflage to our author, 
** That now he hoped die army (hould^ 
plcafchim/ «• Which," fays he, " I muft 
acknowledge they did/' In the fame fpirit, 
when the houie, on his majelly's anfwer from; 
Nieoport, voted that the king's concefilons 
were ground for a future Settlement, he and 
his par..y declared their diflatisfa^lion, and re- 
tired to confuk how to frudrate that vote* 
And feveral officers coming to town the next 
iay, they held % conful^atipn together, in- 

wbich» 
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which, after coQcUding^ that the meafures ta«* 
ken by the, parliament were contrary to the 
iruA repofed in them* it was refdved the army 
ihobid endeavQOF to put a fiop to fuch pro- 
Q^dings : and thereupon our author* witfat 
two other members* and three officers, with- 
drew into a private room^ where they agreed* 
as the befl means to attain the end of the a*- 
liove refolution, << That the arfky ihouid be 
4rawo np the noct morning, and guards pjaced 
ia We&minfter-hall, the court of requefts* 
and the lobby, that none might be permitted 
topaf? into the houfe. but fach as had continue 
^ faiihfal to the pnbliq intereft." Bow theyt 
proceeded in the profecntioo of this moft arbi** 
Irary ftretch of power may be feen at largf: m 
^ur hiftoiies. 

The king being, in cofi^n^nce of tho 
above ilep9>. taken off» and the houfe> of peera ' 
voted both u&Iefs and dangerous, theif oej&k 
con£deration was, how 10 carry on the eareoa* 
tive part of government; to do. which the 
better, they refolved to conflitute a Qoancii of 
ftate, and im powered five members of the 
hou(e of commons, among which was bur aa« 
thor, to ^ree apon the number and peribna 
4t to be propoied to the bouie for their appro.* 
Ration. The number they pitched upon wai 
^irty-five, four of whom were lords ; to 
which the houfe added the above five : fo that 
the council of (late confiHed of forty members. 
The fame five, or any three of them, vvere 
ifC^nili^Hted a. commi^f^^ to r^osive fatis&61toa 

torching 
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touching the afFedlions of the public intored 
of i^very member who had not fat fince the 
tryal'of the king, and to report the fame^ 
iVith the reafons of his abfence, to the houfe, 
' iThe Scots havine received and proclaimed 
Charles 11. for their king, and prepaxing ta 
iharch with an army into England^ to compel 
the people of that kingdom to acknowledge^ 
bim in the fame , c^paciiry : Cromwell* who 
"-^aa recalled from Ireland (and on Sir Tho-. 
0ias Fairfaxes refufal to march into Scotland^ 
i^ia made captain general of all the £ngli(h 
forces,) one day, in the houfe, told colonel 
Ludlow, that he obferved an alteration in hia 
rooks and carriage towards him, and defired 4 
conference with him* which was confented to 
by oar author, and in which Crom well. propofed 
ip nominate him for lieutenant-general of 
horfe ip Irelandji and one. of the commiifioners 
for civil aiFairs in' th^t kingdom. But the co-. 
fenel having lat^y msirried, and purchafe4 
/bme lands, by whicK he had embarr;ifled his. 
afr;iirs too much to think of ^uittin£ England 
till ' they Viftre pat into fome tolerable order* 
he would not feem to underfland , thofe hints* 
iOid even bppoled the morion, both in the coun- 
cil of iiate and in the houfe, and foilicited 
Cromwell ^ot 19 iniiH on his nomination. | but 
hi Vain. 

Soon after this conference Oliver Cromwell 
fnarched to Scotland, frdii whence (after the 
vidiory at Dunbar) he fent Ludlow his com<^ 
miffioni the pajrliament alfo ordered a thou-. 

fand 
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fand pounds to be advanced to him and hi». 
brother-corn mifEdncrs, and direded the fame 
film to be paid theni yearly : they alfo raiTed" 
fyr him a troop of horfe, confining of a liun-' 
dred men armed With baiCk', breail, and head-^ 
]^ieces for Uefeact^i and piflols and muique* 
toons for offence : and advanced' them two. 
months pay. 

The lieutenant-general fet fail for Irelani 
it^ tl^e' beginning of January 1650, and ar-i- 
rived,, after a fhort pailage, at the fort of 
Duncaiffipn*. 'Immediaity he, went to pay his 
fefpedls to the lord-^deputy^, who ordered his 
troop into good" quarters, both' to refreih them? 
and feafon them to the climate^ it having^ 
been obferved, *th at the E Aglifii hoffe were not 
fit for fervice, till they had been feafbned for. 
ibme time with the' air and proyifTonsof that 
Conmry, and then fehteredi- .wi^h the lieute. 
])ant-general and jthe other commiffioners froav 
England, Up6n/ the confideration of tha 
ad mini drat ion of juilke, purfuant to the in- 
ftrudions fent them, frpm . the parliameat«! 
After this, our author went to the army, andt 
lienalized himfdf by his bravery in feverjil 
aSions, the particulars of which he has given' 
in his'memoirs. 

• Upon the death of Iretoh, whlcli happened; 
November twenty-fix " i65;i, the c6mnii(^'. 
doners of the parliament immediately Cent 
letters to all the officers of the army, which 
confif^ed of upwards of two-and-twenty thou-, 
fand foQt, and between feven and eight "thou-T 

(and 
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'And horfe aod dragoon^, to yield obedience to 
oar lieutenant-general ; who, on the com* 
^mifisbner's promifing to aflifl him» took upoq 
himfelf the chief command, till it ihould bp 
otherwiie determined by the houfe. 

He continued iHll to ad with the utmoil 

vigour in^he redaction of tlus king[dom, as 

4oog as he held this command. In th&meao 

time he conilantly c^prcffed a jealoufy of 

Cromweii's ambitious views ; and the foUow- 

^^g yc^r, lieutenant-general Fleetwood wns 

appointed in his room, as well to prepare the 

^ay. /or CxomweH's intended change, as to 

Jcflen oo-r author's power, of whofe oppoiition 

Jto his defigns the ufurper was very jealous. 

But while theie things were tranfading in 
.England, Ludlow was very a£tiye in foppre^ 
iing thofe Irilb .who dill continued in arms'; 
^nd was thus employed in the county of Fer- 
4nanagh, when he received advice, tnat Fleet- 
wood, having landed at Waterford, was gone 
to Kilkenny 3 thither he hailened to attend 
him with the red of the commi^oners^ who 
for that purpofe (et out from Dublin ; to which 
city Ludlow returned with them, after he had 
faliited the commander in chief, and affiired 
him he was refolved to obey his orders ; and 
he was fopn followed by Fleetwood and his 
£unily. 

The war in Ireland being no>v ^elided, 
w]^ile Ludlow and the commifiioners were 
bufy in fettling the affairs of that nation, 
Cromwell was paving his Way, hy diiS)lving 

the 



^ RRlTTiSII PLDTAftCH. 

ttie long parliament, and cajolmg the 
'council of officers,' in order to plajr the 
fepremc power into his own hands ; which, 
COttiiderrBg the variety and multiplicity of 
obilades, he elFeSaated in a very Ihorc pef- 
TOd. Bat the news reaching Ireland, of* his 
liaving taken upon himielf the title ind officie 
ef protedor, Ludlow tifed his utmoll endea- 
vours to prevent his being proclaimed in Ire- 
land ; but without fuccefs : whereupon he r^- 
fufed to a£l any longer as a commifiiouer of 
the parliament. But having received his mi- 
*fitary commiOion of HeutenaatYgeneril of th)i 
^horfe, from the parliament, he refolvcd to 
keep it as long is he could, and to zQ. oadcfr 
it, in order to obtain thofe etod« ; the princi- 
]bal of which-, fays he, were to bring thofe t© 
juftice, who had been guilty of the blood of 
many thonfands of Engliih protedaats, and 
to r^ftore to the remainmg Englifli the lands 
which the Inih had difpoiTelled them of. 

Not long after the departure of, Henry 
Cromwell from Ireland, who was fent into 
.that kingdom by hit brodier, and civilly re- 
^mved by Ludlow, though he envcighed^mttick 
againft the ufurpatJon of Oliver, ther^ ap- 
peared much difafFeiftidfi in^ the army in 'Eng- 
land ; fome of whom figtied a petition to the 
protestor ; three hundred copies of which, 
together with another writing called the Me- 
mento, were fern in a box direfled to Ludlow 
in Ireland, accolnpanied with a (hort unibb- 
ibrxbed letter. Thefe, «n perufal, appeared 
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to him to contain proper motives to «xctte 
people to endeavour refouing theiiifelves from 
the opprefitons they laboured under ; and aC'^ 
cordingly he diijpatched as many as he could. 
But Fleetwood having information of the af- 
fair, difpatched a meSenger to Monckton» the 
deputy^ to enquire into the truth. Who im- 
mediately fent for our author, and after fome 
conference about the papers, told htm he had 
received an order from Cromwell fome time 
1^, fignifying, that, as he (Ludlow) had de- 
dared ^imieUdiflatisfied with the prefent go* 
venamcnt, he, the deputy, fhould be diicharg. 
od from his command in the army : adding^ 
that he had hitherto concealed it, but would 
not any Icmger, led he ihould be ftccounted 
coafederate in what he had now done. And 
after oar author had refufed all expedients 
propefed for an amicible conciliation of mat* 
ters, the deputy feat him word, that he might 
makci his option, whether he would be con- 
£aed in Ireland or go to London ; which, if 
Im wduld give his wot^d to appear before 
Oomwelly and not aA any thing againft him 
in themeaft time, he fhoold be at liberty to do 
when he pleefed ; upon which he chofe the 
laiter, but was defired 4o defer his journey for 
m cou[^e of ^Aonths, under pretence that mat* 
ters bdng not quite eafy in England, Cttim* 
well might be reduced on his arrival to treat 
htm wtdi teere ieverity than he would chufe; 
ordering him, atthe fame time^ a fum of money 
^•Jiis Uippert during bis ftay^ and alib to deu 
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fray the expences of his voyage. Bat, hcf&rt 
the expiration of the two months, Henry 
Cromwell arrived in Ireland to take the go* 
ven>ment upon him, ttiad our author's depar- 
ture was deferred from €tme to time, till hav- 
ing, by tli« interceffion of his wife, obtained a 
promife from that governor, that, though he 
would not grant a warrant for her hufl>and to 
go, yet neither would he order him to ftay, 
though he thought this lad would be the beft 
for him, he determined at all events to fet off, 
which he accordingly did, accompanied to the 
Ihoreby near two hundred people, and embark- 
ed (having left a letter for colonel Cromwell) 
find the next day at noon he arrived at Beau^ 
maris harbour, where the gCvenvMr met him 
at his landing, and furniflied nim horfes to carry 
himfelf and family to the town $ and after 
dinner informed him, in the civiUeft manner 
he coukl, that one captain Shaw was arrived 
from Ireland, with an order from colon^ 
Cromwell, and the reft of the council there, for 
the detention of him dllthe protedor's f^eafore 
was known ; at the fame time introducing 
Shaw, and producing the order figned by co- 
lonel Cromwel, Corbet, and two others. , la 
the evening he was conveyed to a widow'a 
houie in the town, where a guard was iet over 
him, a centinel being placed at the 4bAT^ 

head. 

Here he remained fix weeks, and had once 
a very norrow e(cape from being fent to the 
caille, in confeauence of a fr<m order from 

Whitehall ; 
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Wbitehall ; but at lafl captain Shaw brought 
an order for his difcharge, provided he figned 
an engagement, fcnt ready drawn from Lon-. 
don, never to a^lagainft the government then' 
eftablilhed. This he abfolutely refufed to. 
iign, uniefs under certain explanations, which 
at laft the governor agreed to accepi ; and he 
was thereupon difcharged, and let forwards 
for London, where he arrived the tenth of 
December 16^^. 

On Wednefday the twelfth (having waited 
on Fleetwood the night of his arrival) he re*. 
ceived a meifage from Cromwell, to attend 
him at Whitehall, whither he went about 
eight in the evening, and found the protedor 
in his chaipber, with Lambert, colonel Sy<< 
denh^ani, Mr. Walter Strickland, and colonel 
Montague ; foon after, Fleetwood coming in, 
there cnfued a long difcourie, which being 
over, Ludlow was de fired to withdraw int6 
the next room, where Fleetwood foon i:ame to 
him, and laboared hard to bring him to enter^ 
into an engagement, though for a week ; to 
which he replied, *' he would not willingly do 
it for an hour :" Fleetwood wo^Id then have 
h^d him engage himfelf afrefii to him, but 
thfis he aUo refufed him> faying, ** he had al- 
ready gone as far as he poilibly coiftdi looking 
upon himfelf to be fuQciently obliged, by the, 
conditions of his prefent engagemeot^" and. 
having fb faid* returned to his lodging. Sooaaf^ 
tcT this, he endeavoured to draw majar-generiil 
Harrifon, and th): filjnotis Hugh Feters* o^^tr 
vVjOL. VI. D to 
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'to his opinion. So that the pcotedlor &n£ii|f 
it neceflary to call another parliament, and b<^- 
ing very apprehenfive a nnajority, in {phc erf* 
:ali his care, might be returned of thofe wh» 
'were againft him and his fchemes, r^/blved,. 
at all events, to hinder Ludlow from either 
landing 'hi mfclf, or in any way Intermjedling . 
in the ele£!ion : and to that end fummone4 
iiim .(together with Bradfhaw, Sir Henjy 
Vane, and colonel Rich) to appear before tliQ 
t:ouncil at Whitehall, Here he was agaia 
•charged with praftices again ft the new govera- 
TOent, and required to give fecuriiy in the fum 
of five thoufand pounds, that he would not 
«6l Againft Cromwell : which unlefs he did,, 
he was threatened to be (ecured. But this lie* 
^bfolutely refufed, and faid, He was very ready 
to fubmit to a legal tryal, if )\e had done any 
thing amifs, only defiring to enjoy what 
he and all had fought for, a free government 
hy confent ; that it was from the duty he owed 
the public he refufed .to give the fecurity re- 
iquired, conceiving it to be agairjft the liberty 
of the people, and contrary to the known 
law of England, in proof of wbich he produ- 
"ced the adt of the i6th and i 7 th of Charles I. 
for preventing the council- table from impii* 
foning anyrof the free-born people of Eng- 
land ; •aderting, that, for his part, he duril not 
<lo any thing tending to the violation of it« 
Cromwell alked, if the council of flatCt and 
«rmy, had not cothmitte^ many ? to whidi he 
ieplied> ^ ibe Council of ibte hadjheautho. 

•ri^ 



nly of partiamem, and "tfae army.^id it onty 
in time of war, and in 'both caies Cd (ectire 
perfims, tkat (hey might'be 'broaghf td a k^gat 
tryal. To this Cromwell returned. With fdxne' 
•warmth, «* A joflicc of peace mai;^ <^ommit» 
apd fliali not I ?" " He k a kje^l officer,'' 
^nfwered bur author^ *' and a«Kh6rifed by 
the law CO do kty wbidi ym tonld urn be» 
though you were a k»g'; becaufe if J>tkr de»' 
vrrong, there its no remedy can he hadagainft 
ychoL.'*^ He defired, therefore, fo be rererrec!- 
to a juftice of peaces if h^ had oftfnd^d againft^ 
the law, diat he toigflit be proceeded with Oc*^ 
cordiiigto law^Uponthiehe wa6 ordered to with-* 
draw into an adjcinmg room, ai^l prefe^tly 
•after received permition to i%t<rt-n tb lik lodg- 
ing, whither, in teA t^an a quarter df an hbur,^ 
he wasfdlowed by Mr. Stri«kland> oneof fke' 
council, who preiled him eamedly to com'^* 
ply ; but he told hitn, ** That^ having cott^ 
tended for the liberty of others, 'he was not' 
billing tb give away his own, and be made a ' 
precedent to the prejudiceof his countrymen."- 
A mefienger from the hoard ferving hrni with' • 
an order, to give i^ the fecurity within thrfe' 
days, on pain of b^ng tftk^n inno cuitody, 
pxit aa end to |heir eonv«r&tionv and he npt 
obeying their arder, ferje^nt JDend/, a dny^ 
or two after, ■, brought a -ivarrant, figned by* 
Heiiry Laurente,- the pr^fiden^^ to apprehend 
him', 3&tte of hi« iftktions difcourfed with 
theferfeant, wiio thereupon kft him in his 
own lodjfix^i^' aiid(<#itdikiwel)<» the next day, 
netting bis brother, Thomas Ludlow, pro* 
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poted his engagii^ for the lieixtenantgencca), 
which was agreed to very readily by the brother^ 
but without ^iirquthof's conient. However,- af» 
ter this be tvent ioto EiTex^ where he fpent 
^he retraining part of the fuinmer, which, be 
ik^js, fully aiSwercd the prote6lor's intention, • 
to prevent Eim from-going down into Wilt<- 
fhire during the ele^ions in 1657; and, in- 
deed, he had no incliracioo thereto, thou^ he 
was nominated for the knight of the fhire by 
many of his friends. Our, author ilayed ifiv 
Efiex tlU Oliver wa^ feized with his laft fick« ' 
ikefSf when, . appearing in town, Fleetwood 
was defired to enquire the reaibn of. his cooi* 
ing at that critical feaibn; to whom he gave 
fatisfa£iion on that head, the chief motive of 
bis journey being to fetch his mother and &- 
thet- in-law into the country, that the family 
might be all together. 

« Upon Olive r^s death, which happened two * 
days after, his foa Richard being proclaimed 
protedlor, a new parliament was called, where* . 
m feveral of the republican party being re- 
. turned, to prevent their doing any miichie^ an . 
oath was required from every member, that he . 
would not ai^ or contrive any thing againft the 
prote^r, which Ludlow icrupUng to take, 
^fefrained for fome time from going to the. 
houfe, till Sir Walter St. John (one of thofe » 
appointed to adminiiler that oath) introducing . 
him, he was admitted without taking-it. He . 
had fat but a little above a week, when he was 
-complained of^ and a mQtioo ma4e and (econd- 

ed. 
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cd, that the' oath might be peremptorily re- 
quired ; oa which a. debate arofe^ whichj af- 
ter lalliDg two or three hoars, was put a flop 
to by an accidental difcovery of a perfo&!« 
fitting there who was no member, and who, 
ufjpon examination, proved to be difordcred in 
his fenfcs ; this put an eiid to all further en- 
quiry^bout the oath. And now thofeof the 
lepublican interell exerted their utmoil endea- 
voor$ to ob!ftru£l the meafares of the court, but 
without fttccef>, tilPthey joined with the party 
of Waltingford-boufe, tbat^ in, the army ; by 
wbicb means the long; parliament» called the 
rttmp-parliametit> wasreHored, andoaratxtbor, 
who had been very. a£live inphtainine t&is 
reroIiftioD^ took, with the refl, ' poiTeiuoh of« 
bis feat again. The fame day they appointed 
him one of the committee of farety/ Which 
cofififted of feven members of parliament, 
and one other, who was notfo; which com^ 
mittee was impowered to fit eight days, the 
houfe intendirig in that time to cooultute a 
council of Hate. Soon after .they bftlred our 
author a regiment, which he accepted at the 
perfoation oi Sir Arthur Haflerig j and, in a 
little time, they named him to be one of the 
council of ftatc, every member of which was 
to fwear, he would be true and faithful to the' 
commonwealth, in oppofition to Charles Stu- 
art, or any fingle perfon. 
• Notwithftanding the houfe had appointed 
Fleetwood,' Lambert, Defborough, and other 
officers of the aimy, to be of Uie council of 
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ftate, the WaIUngfbrii,h'Oufe p^rty were faf 
from b^iijg fatisne^; wherefore^ tp prev«n| 
uny yi CQnfequence, and hinder jthe, fword a$ 
far as they could* fronj reajfilimiiig the power^ 
a bill was brought in for coBilituting fleet* 
wood. Sir Arthur H^flerig, Lambert, , Defr 
orough, Berry, and Ludlow, commiiEoners fo^ 
naming and approving officers : and another^ 
for making Fleetwood commander in chief du^ 
ring that feffidn, or till the houfe ihouldmakf 
further order therein. In which bill it wa^ 
ordered? that, for the future, the fpea^er, ai^ 
not thfi )ieutenant-geiie;*a1, ftpul4 %& ti^ 
commiilipDs.of i^cl} officer? a9 %>^d:U8 ap^ 
pointpd by the parliapoient, ^^4 d^Uvi&r-t^llQL 
with hi9 own hapds frQi^ ths: ipliair $ ^f^ %% 

. the faxne tinae t^at thdTe two> bill; w^FiS ga(rfi}| 
the Iv^ufe pa^Tei a- yot^, ^t t^e par^^n^af 
fhocld be didblvfd the Ma,y foJloiMiqg, Bh| 
rbis vote was npt f^^^ien^tcrpjeafe the pfficBr^^ 

' who were fb highly difguded at thiQ twQbilUi 
that our author and ^hers of hi$ party y^f^t^ 
obliged (o give them a ipeecing at; qoloAel 
Dej(borough'Sy to fofcen the aiair : mi. thoogli 
every thing was urged on behalf pf the p^lia.^ 
inent, that the lieutenant-gesjeri^lj, and hi^ 
friend Sir Arthur could' thi«k of^ y«t the ofr 
icers would not coniient to receive new com<* 
sniiiions accorning as the bill directed, until 

' colonel Hacker and our author, b^ ie^ding 
the wiiy with their regim^iits,. rciader^d (he 
t^ft iRore tradable, 
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The Wallingford-houfe party finding by 
Ibis, tliaf Ludlow was an obftacle to their de- 
fign of governing arbitrarily by the fword, re- 
conjtnended him to the iioufe for the poll of 
commaiiderin chief pf the forces in Ireland;- 
vifhich, with '{bme reloft^nce, and after ob- 
taining an order, that, when he had fettled the- 
atfl^irs of that kingdt)in, he ihould be at liberty- 
to return to England, he accepted. Soon af- 
ter which, Henry Cromwell, parfnant to an^ 
erder of the hoiife, returned firom Ireland, and 
^fired the lietrtenint-gen^i! to be at the 
council of ftatr when he attended them ;. but 
cHBf author .could not, feeing employed in pre- 
senting the fate of Hamptmi-court, for whicli. 
fit was, mudi beamed by fcfftie of his party. 
He; went to Ireland rn Auguft 16J9, but re- 
maitied'iiOt long rn that kingdma, though re-. 
tcmng &rt Account on h5s Tandit^g at Beau- 
Aatis on hh return, th^ the army had turned 
Ac "parliamietitQQt off the hoafe; and again jre- 
fcmcd tht'ptrwer into their Own hands* This 
aAonifiiing new« made him hefttate,' whether 
lie IhcrQld- go back to his command, or purfue 
His jt>i:frrtey to London; but afrer weighing 
drctinVftances carefully, he* determihed for the 
fetter, aftd acbotdflnglyfet forwards. At Con-* 
tvay he was met by calbnel Barrow, who had . 
been dii^atchcd ffoitt the council of oftcers at, 
libndon, to acqudnt thofe iw Iceland of the- 
alteration of afiktrs ; and having rea.d the let-- 
tcrs he brought, our author delivered thofe for 
tkc:oiE.cers ixx- Ireland' to him agaih^ and ton— 
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tinned bis journey to Cheller, where he halted 
tflJay. There be received another pacquet 
from London, wherein he ifound the arny's 
fcheme of government, purfuant to what 
they had iet forth in their petition, with the 
addition, ** that all whd had any military com* 
roand were to receive new commiiIiDn$ from 
Fleetwood;'* and the meflenger fiirther ac» 
(quainted him, ** that there was a committee 
q( fafetyapppointed, conMing of twenty one 
members, of which he was one, and that he 
was alfb continued one of the comoiitcee for 
nomination of officers/' The day after he 
received this advice, he iet out for London, 
where he arrived on Friday the twenty- ninth 
of 0£iober- 1659, and inunediately weAt to 
Wait, on Fleetwood, but refufed to go with him 
to the cpuncil of officers, then fitttng at ^Wai« 
lingford-houle, on fbme letters from Monk^ 
whom Fleetwood charged with infincerity : oar 
author told him, *< that whatever Monk^ 
defigus were, his public declarations had a 
better Appearance than thole of Wallingfbrd- 
houfe, who were for governing by the fword/* 
When this party prevailed both in the coondl 
of officers and that of ftate, to have a new 
parhament called, our author oppofed it with 
all his might, in defence of the rump; and 
when a new parliament was determined (Hir- 
he propofed to qualify the power of the army 
by a council of twenty-one, to be choien t^ 
the council of officers, who (hould iettle th^ 
differences, when any arofe between the brniy 

and 
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aod th« parliamcBt, under the denomination of 
t]»econ6rva^>rsof Itbeny ; which beiqg agreed 
to> he gave in a ii& of peribns to be chofen,' 
and they proceeded to ballot opoo it : but 
here, br&ikir.g in npoa the role they had 
eftabiiibed^ and putting many perfbtts names 
to the ballot which were not contained in his 
lilly our atttbor giew inpatient, and told 
them openly, ** that feeing they intended on- 
ly to carry on a faf^iqn, and goirern the natioii 
by the fword, he would have no more to do 
with them/* 

The city of London was in ibme confafioif 
at this time, occafioned by the apprentices pe- 
titioning the aldermen and common-coancil 
for a free-parliament, which had bronght the 
military power to take pofieffion of that capital ; 
but tjhe magifirates applying to the coancil of 
officers to be relieved, and to have the guards 
withdrawn, fix of that council, of which n am- 
ber they conftrained our aatbor to be one, 
were appointed to meet them atWbitehai!; 
at this meeting lieutenant-general Ludlow 
earneilly di/Toaded the Londoners ^m joinin<> 
the royaliAs; *" at which,*' he fays, •• divert: 
of them feemed much fttrprifed, becaufe they 
had taken other refolations." Dor auchoi, 
therefore, ieeing every thing going into con- 
fufion, refolred to go to his ^>ft in Ireland « 
and acquainted licuteBant-general Fleetwood 
with hrs intention ; and alfo went to take hh' 
leave of the principal officers, but found they ' 
had altered their miads about calling a new 

D 5 pafliameiit, , 



A 



^iJ ' tkitrSK PttJTARCK; 

{arliament, on receiving adfk<; thai the iie6# 
ad iinanimoufly declared fet • the old one. 
Thift'inade hisa delay his joar ney a little while,., 
hut the ofiicecs varied again from that deter- 
]|i]natsoi!» the fame afternoon ; whereupon he 
fully refolvedtofet out the next day, which he' 
accordiogly did ; but had the fatisfa£tion to^ 
IpAo^, before he left London> iha€ it was at 
laft carried t» reftcre the old parliament which 
waa d^ne two or three days zfkfi. 

While Lndlow was on the road to Chefter, 
an his way to Ireland, he received from his bro- 
^er-in-law, Kempfon, an account of the pof- 
ture of aiHdrs in Ireland, which lAade h^aihaf- 
tenhis jotumey; but» on hie'arrii^' in Bol-' 
l(>ck's-bay, not thinking it proper to land till' 
he bad received a foil information ' of things, 
he ^nta letter of notice of hi^ arrival to Sir 
Hardrefs Waller, and die other officers, ac- 
quainting diiem with the reflitution of thepar<* 
] lament (which they bad declared (qt) and 
that he was come to join with them In fupport 
of their authodty. Mr, Kempfoo ahd onher 
( fHcers came on ix>ard the'4ieatenant-general, 
and the former informed' hkn,' that thkgs- 
v.ere in a much worie ftate than they wei^ 
uhen he wrote laft to him, and that the 
council of officers would not receive him. And 
the next day oar anthor was told, bj^oneof bis 
icrvants, that thole in I>iiMiii) as jcfon as they 
heard of his arrival, had fent 9t parfy of horfe 
to feise him at his,hoaie, wl^ not fin^n^ him 
there, h^ ctmceoled tfaemfelvf ^ m ambSfii to 

take 
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t<Me hixn on his landing. He alfo received^ 
^meCage from Dublin by captain Lucas, wba< 
9cqualntf<d bioi mth the rdblotiaa of their* 
QDuncil orof&cers concerning' him. 

Finding, the pft&fieto Dublin barred again^l 
him* he Kt fail for. Dun cannon, where he had> 
l^aced one cap^taia Skinner, as comma nder^ 
m whom he had great confidence, and wh^/ 
did not dcceire him ; but, with the whola 
larrifoD, received hiill with die utmofldenion* 
ittations of joy. 

. The lieutena^ - eeneral having been in- 
forn^ed at Pa&ge, £outa league from Dun- 
Gttnnon, that the gavemor of Waterford had! 
promifed to adhere< to him on his arrival^ im- 
mediately fent him notice^ that he was come- 
to Doncannonv and took all care to vidual 
^d. recruit his little j^xifonk. He alio wrote 
tip the garriibns of RoS, Wexford, Cork, and < 
iCinfale, encouraging, them to perfevere iit. 
their dnty^ to the parlianxent ; and re- victu- 
alled his man of war with beef and other ne^ 
ceii^ie&» which he procured from hi& owa* 
eftate of Ballymgger. . 

He had fcarce finiilfed thefe cauticmarj 
tkpr$ when he was blocked up by a party of 
Eqrie unfier thiecomnaod of colonel Edmuod^r. 
Teninle.. 

Wbilft this fiegey or rather blockade, wa^^ 
carryihg on« oin ai^ther received a long letter. 
&Qxn. the council at Dnblin ^ wherein they laid. 
iQan^ <^^o§? ^^ his charge, in order to- injure 
liifl. reputation ^ . Ae principal of which were, ^ 
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that, on the interruption of the padiameot by 
the Wallingford houfe party, inftead of return- 
ing to his duty in Irelat^d, he had continaed 
his jotrrney to London ; that he hafd encou- 
raged colonel John Jones in his correfpond- 
^nce with the army party in England; refuicd. 
to wait the fitting of the parliament on their 
)ate reditu tion ; and poflea away to Ireland, 
in order to fcrve the army by his intcreft 
there ; and, that, finding Dublhi fecvred* for 
the parfiament, by thole who obeyed their 
orders, and who would obey him as com- 
mander in chief, if the parliament thought fit 
to continue him in that poft, he had not onfy 
•refufcd to return to England till their pleafore 
ivas knowlT in that refped, but had endes- 
Toured, by aH hoftile meson, to get the powe? 
into his hands; at the fame time negledling 
his duty in parliament; which hononr they 
-pretended his mifcarriflges had rendered him 
incapable of. • • 

To this long and heavy charge, he wrote a 
very full anfwer ; but, before ne had fent It 
away, he received an account, that the pariia:- 
ment had acknowledged all that thole at Dub- 
lin had done was ror their fervice : and, in 
abont a week after, received a letter fent from 
thence, figned Lentball, requiring him, (as 
they had alfo required Jones and Corbet, the 
two other commiffioners) to attend the parlia- 
" ment with an account of the Irilh affairs ; 
which rcQueft he tomph'ed with the very firft 
opportunity, and accordingly en^bar|^ed on 
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board a Dutch veiTel) having firft given pofi- 
tive orders to captain Skinner^ not to deliver 
np the fort of Duncannpn, unlefs they were 
direded {o to do by the parliament or bim* 
felf. 

Soon after his arrival at Milford-Comb, he 
found, by the public news, that Sir Charles 
Coote had exhibited a charge of hi^h-treafon 
againft him : which niade him c^uicken his 
diiieence to reach London. Arriving there. 
Be Iri! went' to confirit and expoftulate with 
Sir Arthur Plaflerig, and then took his place 
in the houfe^ ahd got a copy of his charge. 
}le then moved to be heard upon that bead» 
bnt could only prevail to have a day ap- 
pointed for that purpofej but, on that day,, 
was again put off^ fo that he could never be- 
heard thereupon. 

This motion was made by Ludlow on the 
Arft of February, 1660, accordihg to oui 
prefeot reformation of the (lyle : two days 
after which, colonel, afterwards general, 
Monk, marched into London, and was waked 
on by our author the fame evenine. 
' The commiffion for lodging the command 
of the- forces in England and Scotland in 
feven perfons being near expiration, a new ad 
was made to veil it in five, any three of theni 
to be a quorum, of which colonel Monk was 
the firfl ; but our author was left out^ not- 
withflanding he obtained the command of^the^ 
forces in L'daad to be inferted in the /aid com« 
miffioQr 
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This ftep gave fome umbrage to generalt 
Monk ; whereupon our author- made him a; 
vifit, in order to fettle matters between them, 
and to efface any HI imprellions the general*, 
might have xeceived againil our author or bis 
party ; and 'thought he had fucceedad : but 
finding foon after that niatters were tendings 
apace to overt-urn his darling fchemOj he ap- 
plied to Sif Aithur Haflcng to' draw their' 
fcattered forces together, in order, to oppofbr 
Monk aud his confederates ; but Sir Arthuc- 
would not Uflen to the propofal. 

News arriving Ihortly after from Ireland^, 
that Sir Charles Coote had ieized the caftle c^ 
Dublin, and not only expelled Sir Kardrcfs- 
Waller from thence, bbt likewife removed 
hifti and feveral others from their ccnrimand in 
the army, he advifed Sir Arthur to adjourn % 
the parliament to the Tow 9r, and to drav^- 
their troops together j bu,t' was again an- 
iVered by him, that all would be well," and: 
tjiat Monk would be honeft,^ eVen after ho 
Had feen the London populace, by his encou- 
ragement, hum the' Kump, as. they then. 
daBed the remains of th^ Jong, pari iam.eivt,, 

Whofc power was openlyV con tie nined', ani 
Whofe vfery name was- grpwh ddioqsi to the ' 
majority of the nation. 

The eleAion of a new parlfanjent Kad beea- 
ibmefime determlnedi as we have m^.nt}one(Ir 
fiefore ; notwithftandlngjvhich, the Republi- 
cans endeavoured to evade their, "dtflblution^fc. 
Ib^ ordmng writs to be iiTued to £11 up the* 

vacant^ 
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vScant feats in the feoufe ; but tfce (peaftcr re- 
fufcd to fign the warrant for theit bchig fcaled. 
This occanoncd much conftrfion ; in the midft 
of which Ludlow, forefeeing the c^feqocnccf 
of thefe drfputcs aftiongft themfclves, prcffed 
very earncftly to be heard concerning the 
charge of high-tfcafon lodged againft him- 
from Ireland ; '^* alledging," fay« he, <« for 
the reafon of my ^importaniry, that, though 
my enextttes in that country had, by their latd 
anions, manifefled, to aH the worid, that 
their enmity to tBe p>irfiament watj nlocH 
greater tfiari to me ; yet, being uncertain what 
rort oFmen niirfit foon haire the prtncipal' in- 
fftience in that noufe, I could not believe they 
would think it convenient, that a charge of 
hightreai&n, how Wvolbuff f:it>fcr, ftiould b^ 
tTafifniitted to them againff one of their oM 
and feithfo! fervants." But he was as unftrc- 
ceisful-in the houfd in h^ o^ cauib, as he had 
been without doors in what he efteemecl that of 
riiepublic. j 

The; members who had been ftdAded by. 
the lieutenant-general, Ire^on, and others; i^ 
1648*, halving obtained 'Monk's conftnt fcJr 
retumiri'g t© the hovtfh, our author was fii 
highjy irritated thereat,, that her withdrew 
himfelf from the fcrvice of the honft, but; fre- 
quently appeared in Weftminfter-Jiall, to fhew 
it. did hot decline fcrving the public ; npr w^Sj 
as had bten thrown out, at the he^d of any 
forces ; afnd wa,s ibBow^d . in this- ptQced'ure by 
Mxr George Montague and other^e: - 

every 
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' Eveiy thtnir now tending to forward the «r» 
ftoration of King Charles IL the common- 
wealth's men grew verjr aneafy a^the danger^ 
Otts fituation of their affairs; and held fre- 
quent meetings to confult meafures for pre> 
ferving their power ; at one of which the 
lieutenant-general tells us he took the liberty 
to make the following proportions : 

** That feven of die council of |{ate« and 
three of the generals that had been appointed 
by the parliament^ ihould £e;n fuch orders as 
were neoeflary for carrying their deiagns into 
execution. That Mofs's. regiment, which 
lay in Kent, and not far from London ; and 
another,, which lay in the Borough of South-* 
wark, commanded bx lieutenant-colonel Pain- 
ley } confiding in all of <more than. two thou* 
|a^ old fbldier«, of whofe integrity and af^ 
fe^ions we had good alForances, &ould be or* 
dered to the Tower to join colonel Morley's 
regiment already there, and would be xeady 
to receive them, having fent to me to let me 
know, that the Tower (hould be at my com- . 
maud whenfoever I pleaied to defire it* 
That the commanders of tbe(e forces ibould 
take &x months provifions, giving tickets for 
the quantity, payable by the parliament.. 
That the militia of London, which had been 
Med during the goyerument of the parlia* 
ment» ihould be authorifed to meet as there 
iOio'uld be occalionr to aiUfl the forces in the 
Tower. That four or five places of rendez- 
vous (hould be aj^inted for the forces of the 

army» 
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ftraty, which lay fcattered op aod down &i 
federal parts of the nation ; ^aid, that officers 
ihouJd be agreed upon to appear at the head 
of them*. That the foidiers, both horfe and 
footy fhoald haire the liberty to follow either 
their old officers, or to appoint new. That 
tliefe officers, who ihould pjevail on the ms^ 
part of the men to follow then, ihould be 
cOntij;^aed in their refpe^ve poiU > and, that 
thofe who appeared heartily to promote this 
defign» though they could not perfttade the 

greater part of their foldiers , to toUow theiH» 
lould have proviiions made for them e<|i|al to 
their merits. That the cooatry militia, both 
horie and foot, ihould be atithorifed to draw 
together, and be impowered to feize and dif^ 
arm fuch perfons in the refpedUve counties as 
were known to be enemies to the commoA- 
wealth. That the fleet ihould be otdeied at 
die iame time i and to fend one or 2000 fea* 
men to tlie affiilance of thofe in the Tower. 
That all who^a€ted by the parliament's autho* 
rity in their ibrvice, ihould be jufttficd info 
doing. That the governors of garcifons ihould 
be reared to refine obedience to any power» 
i^ich was not derived from the lawful autho* 
rity of the parliament ; and, that a declara- 
tion ihould be fc^thwith prepared, to ihew the 
grounds and reafons, together with (be nece£-. 
iity of thefe proceedings*" 

Whether thefe propofals, or any part of 
them, were received, or attempted to be car- 
ried 
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ikdr^titO'eirectiticfl, he docs not tdl us ; vrify.- 
•bfeirvtSi That, '**we, being ripe for the cop- 
#e^ton of Heaven, nothing couW prevent it i. 
•«»• enemies (i. e. thofe who were fo' to the' 
common weidth) focceeding -in aB their at- 
ii^pts* and all our endeavours proving abor-> 

Soon after %hi», Hull was taken from major-i^ 
gtiieral Overton,, and the miHtia aife v^as nev? 
modelled, and put under perfbns more in th^ 
kittr6(( of monarchy than it was liefore ; after^ 
whkh, the-farato^f long* parfiament was dif- 
M}^: whereupen our Kcutenant- general be- 
ffBm-toftH with more caotron, and- to appear^ 
I*#"frftt|uent^y iw Weftmttifter-ha!! than he' 
kkd^ «4W te do :* and* receivitig advice that Sir 
Art^fttr- IHflerig-was -now convmced tbat ge-" 
ii#'aJMWilc'&<itefig'nrwas'tcr i-cftorethe king j. 
md\i «hrt the^e^ tounciHf ftate had rcfohred 
t9 ^ia# Mr. -Scb^t, Our author Began to pro-' 
vWe^ ih the beft- mantVer be could', fbt Ms; 
•wii' ftcurky, fdifcm fying at his houfe in 
VASf/f^, and foon after fetting out for the coun- 

* H^'ftad not' travelled for before a mdienger 
ovcMook bhtt with the news, that, about an 
houfanci k half after he left the town, the 
^omicil had fcnt him a fummons (as they al(b 
had -done to edonel John JtJnes, colonel- 
Thomlipfon, and Mr. Miles Corbet, the otlref 
cottHTfiflioncrs fbr Ireland) to attend them. 
0» receiving dtis-intdligertce, he- quitted hin- 

wife:- 
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mih fliuich»iQ^ aiuiv hztving pvov^eda-kd 
Jiori'^^ cna&d ihts heath [between Eghaaar and 
BagQi^t^ an^r avoid log the poblic road, cftme 
in the evening to. his coufiaMr. RolKrt'WaU 
lop's hoi^ lit Faiiey, where hefla^^edbu^ twa 
nigbu : fiom thence he centinoed his rout to^ 
£u(ton» aod at lail took op hi« c^vuffters at Sa- 
liihury ; whene be received advicb that his ftU 
low comiBi^AQers had, oa attendtug- the 
coHiicii of ftate, been. obliged to eater into ai^ 
cmgagemeot aot to di&at b the rei^ng* powers 
and diiflL piece of infiarmatioD aisSe hm- W&k 
ea hi&t efdape m a moch hi^er light ihaA-he 
Jted yet done, ae k conviseed' Hm he- httd 
axokkd. bcdng imf rtfoned^ £ace, he £iy«> h^ 
tmAA not have itoa^eyital t^ >haifie . ftgfv^ fuek 
9n ef^a gBmone^now^. ^uy . mojse th«n.i»e 4:0ttkt 
imdotOHver Cconwreii ; aad^ eonfequemif)!^ 
I>eis9 detained iit cvikodf t&i 4ha vetbutt^ of 
Charles. I r« what woidd hate beav hiia 'fiKt 
then* who: reckoned it an honour to hmy^ b^oH, 
oee of the yad^ of Charl«t L i& pset^ e«i^^ 
to be determined.. 

. ¥aom SiliflMiry he foroceeded- to<lfis>rev^al" 
•da^ed in WiltAifie» in order to raifo ^hat 
money he oooid. anusigft hk tenants agsinift 
the evil day ; whkh, withrefpe^^T^iJHmd hf 
jbimd approaehin^ very 6ift^ the Ro)'liilift» ha^ 
ing every where um ftipertofity over lhoCom«« 
moaweailthVmen ; aod dmt to £uch a degree^ 
that, though nineteen, votes oot of twenty-fix 
choie the lieutenant-general for the borough 
of HindoOy part of his own eflate, yet theca- 

'valicy 
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vaiiers prevailed to lacfc a doable retttrn 
^niade, itt favour of Sir Thomas I'byqne i but 
thid was fet afide above, and the Heutenant- 
general reputed duly elcded. 

Having fettled bis a£airs as well as he could 
ki the time, he refolved to keep himielf out of 
the reach of thofe in power till if was feen 
what turn things would take; and having 
lain thus concealed aboat leight jdays, he ven- 
tured to pay a viiit to his wife at Salilbury, 
with whom he ^yed a night, and the next 
day recdved an aoeoaat that Lambert had 
made his efcape from the Tower. Thif made 
the Uentenant-genefal return to his place of le» 
crecy in hafte ; and here he received ^enl 
me&ges fiom Lambert; bnt^ as that officer 
had fixed no plan, ncur cared to make any de- 
darationa of his intentiona» the Heutenant- 
eenend warcaotms how he emb^ked either 
Simfelf or his friends, tn an undertaking 
which never pomiied nciore than it produced ; 
viz. dedrudion to thofe who were engaged 
therein* 

. However,' while they were in tfeaty toge- 
ther^ our author took the prudent fleps lie 
thought necefiary for the fupport of the de* 
clinlng cf ttfe ; and- might have -created Ibme 
trouble tdf the government, had Lambert been 
equally Jvutious, equally a^ve and fteady ; 
bat the fuddenneis of his deleat put an end to 
all expe^tions from any prqjeds of that 

kind. 

The 
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The time for the meeting of the hoiife being 
now near at haqd, the lieutenant-general re- 
paired to London, and lodged with a friend 
in Holborn ; where he had not redded many 
days, before he had the mortification to hear. 
That ** the nominal boufe of commons/' as' 
he is pleafed to call them, <* tho* called by a 
commonwealth, writ in the name of the keep- 
era of the liberties of England, pafled a vote. 
That the government of the nation fhoald be 
by a king, lords, and commons ; and, that 
Charles Stuart Oiould be proclaimed king of 
England, $cc.'* 

Bat the Heutenant'-general was fbmething 
comforted, even under this heavy misfortune, 
by receiving advice, that he had again efcaped 
the malice of his purfuers, who had fent or* 
ders, it feems, to feize his perfon in the wefl^ 
the very day he arrived from thence. ' This' 
obliged him, on receiving an order, to attend 
his duty in the hode, to apply to Mr. Arthur 
Anneiley, for inftra^ions how to behave in 
ifihis critical conjund^ore ; who advifed him to 
lake bis leat as loon as he could ; which he 
accordingly did. 

tie now alfo fent orders to colle£^ his rents, 
and difpofe of his effe€ts in Ireland f but was 
prevented from doing either by Sir Charles 
Coote, who feized both, the ftocle alone 
amounting to fifteen hundred pounds. Sir 
Charles aub having feized Cooke, the follicitor 
againft Charles I. but then chief-jufHce in 
InBland ; and oUiecs thereupon, without war-, 



rant "^ 
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rant «r authority, according to oqr aiitH6r> 
ftdzing colonel Harnfon in EnglaiKl ; the ca-' 
valiers m the houfe of commoos eafily o'b^ 
twined an order to feize all wh6 had figticd the 
'warrant for the king's execution, and co»fe-» 
^uently the 4ieiitenian<'general : but he re- 
ceived timely notice enough to keep out of 
their reach, ^nd to coniult with his friend^s the 
;properefl methods for his iecotity^ the prtnci- 
f>al one now >adviied and |)ra^tf!bd being t'd 
^fthis ai3>ode very fretjuently. 

During his recefsi the houfe was bufy ia 
|)reparing the biU of indemnity 5 m which he 
was more thaxk oAce very near . bdng infefted 
'Ks one of the feven petfons to bfe excepted from 
>all benefit thereby, either as tp Hfe or eftatei^ 
wjietein general Monk and his Iady» dnd co^ 
•lonel Skipwith, were very afiduens; and^ 
thot^h they failed in that par^csular, yet they^ 
^carried their point in another ;. which was the 
^fTuing out^ proclaBKition fooB after the king's^ 
return, for all the late kiflg's judges to furren^ 
tier themfelves in fourteen day's um^ on paiir 
of being excepted out of the Md a^ of indem*' 
fiity. 

. This alarmed theliieut^nafit^general greatly, 
and occafioned a co«fultaQon to -beth^d with^ 
his^friends ; where it was d^ated, Wkjether, 
as he was not one of the feven edceepted ia; 
the bill of iodeffiaity, he fiieuld not fuirender 
^itnfelf^accordiitg to the proclamation, as Mr J 
'U'illiam Heveniugham, Mr. Simott Mayne^ 
^nd other of Ate lair king's JQdges> had aU 

ready 
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te$^ 4o&e,^> bat« being divided in t^eir«pe[- 
^ons; axii ibiqe, who feenued to be bsft 
Y^fed io. the then AatQ of a&irs, net eaoouA 
raging him to v^ei^are his )t^ oftfiicha rifque^ 
^ere betag ^-ong expedauons that the lord» 
'would enciesSe the number to be exoepced, he 
xhoie to wait the evfent a little loaiger before 
lie puthimfelf VH^ their itower: ^md« though 
^e was .inclined . to. fuiYender, that he migbt 
We the more time to fettle his 4>rivate afiairs^ 
)ret he £rft drew iip a petition, ^dng forth, 
that, though he had been engaged iacheedap- 
"bliihitii;. a commonwealth* during which he 
•had behaved with as macKtenderBefs as affairs 
would permit ; ^et» now the farmec govern « 
-inent being re eilabH(hed, he thought it hc» 
'duty to Aibmit thereto^ that he «iigki be en- 
titled to the ,prote^k>n thereof* ^ 

This he ^ntt by hia wife to Mr. Annefle^r 
ibr his esj^inion ; but that gentleman (beings 
now» fayo our aathor, fwom a privy-€oanfel<» 
ior) on perufal faid, He though^ it would be 
better to {ay nothing, than endeavour to jaiilify 
-uny thing that had been done, 
u Upon this, he fent his wife to the earl o£ 
prmoody to aik his. advice how' to demean 
bimfelf ; who made large promises, but 
^oald enter i^to.no particulars, milefs ilie 
MTOuld diicover whether her hufband was iliQ', 
in England i as to which ihe- begged his ex« 
cxcuie. 

The lieutenant-general then fent her to Sir 
'Harl)ottk /GrijBDtfton^ fpeaker of the honfe of 

z commons, 
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coimnon^^ to dcquftitit him With her hut^ 
band's difficulties and doabt)&% Sir Harbottle 
entered very freely into the affair with faer> 
telling her. He believed the hotiie of lords 
would be content with what was already done; 
but, if they ihould not, it would be the moft* 
horrid thing in the world, if the houfe of 
commons ihould join in excepting any man 
who had rendered himielf ; letting her km)w» 
at the (sune time, that there was no undertak-- 
ing for what they would not do; but that 
he would confttlt Mr. Hoilis^ and other lead* 
ing men, with whom he fliould dine that day, 
and inform himielf fully in every particular ; 
and would then give h^ the beft advice he 

a>ald. . 

' The coniequence was, that they were una« 
nimous of opinion. That the houie would ne- 
ver be gikilty of fo unworthy an a£lion ; and, 
therefore, the lieutenant-generaPs' Jbtft way- 
would be to come in : and, to make it both 
the faferand ea&er, Sir Harbottle granted him 
his warrant to proted him from arrefts by the 
way ; and promifed to fpeak to the ferjeant to - 
be moderate in his demands : which he ac- 
cordingly didj and the lieutenant-general far- 
rendered* 

As this furrender was chiefly made to get 
time and opportunity to fettle his affairs, the 
hail he procured were not very fubfiantial; 
and thefe he honeilly told. That, if he found 
his life was at all in danger, he would go ofi> 
if pcfiible. He therefore kepi the fbiaeft 

guard 
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guard dariAg the fitting of the hoafe every 
day, to prevent being ieized by any order of 
^rs daring the contefts abont the bill, which 
was hotly debated in the hoafe of lords; where 
the rosyak party feemed inclined ^ro except all 
^judges pf Charles I. and did add feveral 
to the bill, even of thofe who had come ia 
^pon the proclamation : yet the lieutenant-ge* 
neral was fortunate enough to efcape being 
earned ; and well it was for him that he did 
& ; §ar the houfe of commons confirmed the 
^additions made by the lords, with very little* 
relbii^ons, no lefs than nineteen who, had fur- 
rendered themielves being inferted ; and de- 
livered over by the (erjeant at arms to the 
lieutenant of the tower, as would the lieute- 
nant-general have been ^though not yet in- 
fertedf'had 'he not withdrawn himfelf to 
&ichiHond, on notice that the lieutenant of 
the Tower, Sir John Robinfon, woald move 
the hoafe, that all the perA>ns in the feijeant's 
Cttilody might be delivered up to him. 

On notice of thefe proceedings, and that 
there was much clamour at his fecreting him- 
self, he came privately to town, and agadn 
(hat his wife 40 Sir Hafbottle Grimfton for 
advice ^ who was ftill pofitive for his furren- 
dering himfelf into cuftddy : at which ihe hefi- 
cating, he told her. That he would walh hh 
haiuis of |ier hufi>and'« blood ; by afTuring 
^er, that, if he would furrender himfelf^ his 
life would be as fafe as his own ; but, if he 
refixfed to faeai^k»ii to that advice* and^ Hiould 
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]iappen to be feised, he was like to be the firft 
man they would execute, and ihe would be 
left the poored widow in England. Hot the 
advice' of anpther friend » backed with the 
friendly counfel of lord OiTory, ion. to the 
marqais of Ormond« outweighed all that the 
fpeaker had faid, and determined the' lieute- 
nant -general's reiblution to quit England; 
which he indantly put in praclice : and, hav- 
ing taken leave of all his friends, he went 
over London-bridge in a coach to -St. George's 
church, in the Borough of South wark, where 
he took Wfe ; and, travelling all night, ar- 
rived at Lewes, a fea-port on the'coaft of 
SufTex, by br^ak of day the next morning, 
without having paiTed through any principal 
town by the way. 

On the Tuefday after he left London, he 
went on board a fmall open veilel prepared for 
him ; but the weather being very bad, he 
quitted that, and took ftielter in a larger, 
wiiich. had been got ready (c^ him, and ia 
which, but a few weeks before, Richard 
Cromwell had gone over to France; but 
flruck upon the fands. in going down the river, 
and lay then a-ground ; and was hardly got 
on board this, when fome perfons -came to 
learch that he had quitted ; but not fufpeding 
any body to be in that a(hore, did* not exa- 
mine it ; by which means he eicaped : and, 
waiting a day and a night for the dorm to 
abate (during which the mafter of the veflel, 
whether he had heard that lieutenant-general 

. Ludlow 
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Ludlow was coiWrned amongfl the reft of the 
king's judges) the next morning he put to 
iea, and landed at Dieppe that evening before 
the gates ^c re (hut. 

He was recomntendcd to the houfe of one 
Madame de Caux, who, with great civility, 
making him an offer of going to her counti'y- 
houfei he readily embraced it ; as well to 
avoid the many Irifh then in the town, as to 
enjoy the liberty of taking the air. 

Soon after his going off*, a proclamation was 
published for apprehending and fecuring him, 
with a reward of three hundred pounds. 
One of theie proclamations came to his hands, 
inclofed in a pacquet of letters ; wherein his 
friends earneflly defired he would remove to 
fome place more diftant from England : and 
this made him refolve for Geneva. In pur* 
fuance of which refolation, he took the way 
of Roan for Paris, where he flayed feveral 
days to view what was remarkable. 

From hence he travelled through Lyons to 
Geneva, where he arrived without meeting 
with any moleftation by the way j and took 
up his quarters at one Mr. Perrot's, who had 
ferved in the parliament army during the 
civil- war, arid thereby had acquired the En- 
glifh language. Here he was joined by Mef«. 
iieurs Lifle and Cowley, two of thofe who fat 
as judges on the late king ; and, together 
with them, made private application to one 
of the principal fyadics for the protection of 

E 2 the 
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the republic^; which was fecretly proposed : 
but his two companions not being fatisfied 
therewith, would addrefs the council publicly,- 
againil his advice ; ,and thereby gave offence; 
fo that they found it neceitary to withdraw to 
Laufanne, and feek prote£Uon from the Can- 
ton of Bern; which was readily granted both 
for tbemfelves and Ludlow, who, in a few 
-days, followed them. 

Here the lieutenant-general remained man^ 
years ; in the two firil of which, the dutchefs 
of Anjou, he fays, (meaning Madame Henri^ 
etta^ dutchefs of Orleans) oiFered a perfon of 
quality ten thouiapd crowns to aifailinate hina^ 
but thie bribe was refufed, and the offer dif- 
covered to a merchant of Loufanne", who in- 
formed the lieutenant-general thereof. 

In September, 1662, they were joined by^. 
feven more of their party; viz. Mr, ferjeant 
Dendy, Mr. 'Nicholas Love, Mr. Andrew 
Broughton, Mr« Slingfby Bethel, <^olonel 
Bifcoe, Mr. William Say, and Mr. Cornelius 
Holland. Thefe perfons having paiTed throngk 
Bern in their way, and paid a vifit to Mr« 
Humelius, the principal minifter there, were 
by him informed of the lieutenant>general» 
and his companions, refiding at Laufanne^ ia 
procuring the order for which he had been 
very ferviceable ; and now, by this means^ 
gave them notice, that it would be much bet*, 
ter for them to remove to Vevay, than to rc- 
viivain any longer where they were ; on wl)ich». 

fix 
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fix of them, amongft whom was the liente- 
iwrnt. general, accordingly removed thither j 
where they were received with great kindnefst, 
and vifited in '/orm by the chief mdgiftrates. 
Here they were vifited alfo by Mr, Algernon 
Sidney, as he returned from Rome ; and vvho^ 
when he left them, paffed through Bern, 
where he did them fome kind oiHces, and in- 
formed them; that it would be proper for 
thofe amongft them who cocild bear travelling, 
to make a tour to Bern, to pay their pubnc 
aclcnbwledgments to the lords, for their kind 
protedlion granted to them. 
• Hereupon the lieut^naiit -general (accampa* 
ufed with Meffieurs Love and Broughton, who 
Were accidentally cotne over from Laufanne^ 
let out for Bern. 

Being arrived there, they fifft paid their 
relpeds to Mr. HdtneHas, as we!) to thank 
Jiim for the many kind offices he had done for 
them, as to beg he would ailifl them in mak- 
ing their addreis to the council in as private a 
manner as they could \ which he approved of, 
a!nd obtained liberty for them to do it in what 
ihaBner they thought proper ; either by fpeech 
or writing : which latter method they chofe, 
dnd prefented by the hands of the advoyer, or 
prefident of the council, an addrefs. 

Our author,^ on this occafion, giVes us the 
hiftory of the firft eflablilhment ofthe republic 
of Bern ; with which the lieutenant-general is 
fo tranfported> that he forgets> while he ap. 

£3 plauds 
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plauds the fpirit of freedom, that he is an ad« 
vocate for the doctrine of aflaiTination ; agaiiiil 
which, in his own perfon, he raifes great ex- 
clamation *; and, indeed, not without reafon : 
for, foon afier his return from Bern to Vevay, 
he received information that an Irifhman, 
called Riardo, and faid to belong to the dutch- 
efs of Orleans, was come to Turin, with an 
indention to form fome. deiigu againil the 
lives of our author and the other fugitives : 
and it was alfo reported, that king Charles H* 
had wrote to the magiftracy at Bern, to de- 
mand the delivery of their perfons. 

Many letters from Turin, Geneva, Lyons, 
and other places, confirmed the account of 
Ria(rdo*s being in the country of Vaux upoa 
the deiign mentioned ; adding, that fo many, 
and iuch defperate perfons, were engaged with 
him in the fame deHgn, that it would be next 
tQ impoffible for the Englifhmen to efcape. 
On this they held a confultation, the refult of 
which was not to quit Vevay j but, as there 
was to be a fair there fooii, to apply to the 
magiflrates, to have the j;uards doubled that 
day, and to change their lodgings for one 
night, 

Thefe precautions were far from unnecefla- 
ry ; for, on Sunday, the fourteenth of No- 
vember, 1663, a Savoy boat, in which, as 
the lieutenant general was afterwards told, 
were Dupow and Cerife, two of Lyons ; Du- 
pre, a Savoyard, Riardo, and others, about 

an 
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in hour after ron-fet, arrived at Vevay, and 
took up their quarters in feveral inns for that 
eight. The next morning, as Monjieur Du^ 
bois, the lieutenant-generars landlord, wenc 
out to go to church, he obferved the boat ly» 
ing with four watermen in her, and their oars . 
all in readincfs to put off at a minute's warn- 
ing. Near the boat were two perfons cloaked 
. iittiDg under a tree ; and, not far from them» 
two more in the fame euife and pofture. This 
idarmed Moniieur Duoois, who immediately- 
conjectured their deiign mufi; be againd his 
lodgers ; whereupon-he dire£lly returned home 
jto give them the alarm, being confirmed in hi» 
/ufpicion^ from hearing there were fix more, 
who had polled tbemCelves, two in the way 
b«rtween bis houfe and the church, and four in 
the market-place. By their appearance and 
garb, every one fufpedting they had arms un* 
der their cloaks, had made the town's people 
obferve them fo much, that they all retired 
from the town towards the lake, a ad left the 
parage free for the lieutenant general and his 
friends to go co church. 

On their return from tjience, hearing thet 
Grangers were at dinner at one of the inns, our. 
attthor went down to take a view of the boat,, 
which he found as before defcribed, and a<^ 
great quantity of draw, under which his land- 
lord i>iformed him they had concealed theift 
atmi'; and* that they had cut all. the withs,. 
which fecured their oars, of the town-boats to* 
prevent being purfued : however, finding 

E 4 themfelveA* 
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themfelves watched fo narrowly, and being: 
apprehenfive, from Monfieur Dubois's beha^ 
viour, that he would have them feized, fooji. 
after they had dined, they took to their boat 
and returned to Savoy. 

This attempt^ whick w^s ibon after acknow- 
ledged by Dupre and others concerned, alarmed 
the majj^Arates of Bern, who inflantly feat 
fpecial orders to the bailiffs of Vevay, Lau;- 
fanpe, and Morges, to be efpecially careful of 
the English under their protedion ; to ftarck 
all boats coming from Savoy ; to let no ftran^ 
gers refide in the town, witluxst giving an ex-» 
ai5l account.of themfelves and th^eir buiiiaefs ^ 
to double the guards at Vevay ; and to give 
the lieutenant-general, and his compaskms",. 
leave to ring the alarm-bell (which, bein^ 
fituated near one of the gates, they could do 
from one of their own apartments) in cafe oi 
any fudden attack. 

They were attempted again by hme peribn^ 
who came by land about eight days after i 
but thefe were alfo difcovered, as were feveral 
who endeavoured to furprize them ; but wer6 
always difappointed, except in die caie of Mr. 
Liile, in which they fucceeded ; and afiedc(t 
Mr. Say and colonel Bifcoe fo much, that they- 
removed firfl into Germany, and then to HoU 
land ; whither, upon the breaking out of the 
Dutch war foon ^fter, with king Charles II. 
they earnedly invited the lieutenant-general 
tp»<;ome; in order, as they faid, to head a bo« 

dy. 
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of Dutch tro6ps, with which De Wit pro- 
fed to invade England ; but the States hav- 
l tamely fdfTered Corbet, Okey, and Bark- 
ad, three of tjic regi«ides, who had taken 
:lter at Delft, in j66f, to be trapanned^ 
i fent prifoners to England, by Sir George 
iatiing, mihiftcr to king Charles 11. the 
atcnant-general would never hearken to 
7 offers from the Hague or Amllcrdam, un- 
5 the States would firft difclaim that a6tion, 
I next promilc not to make any treaty with-^ 
: fecuring all who (hould engage with thera : 
It as this was never complied with, he did 
: dir from Vevay, though he had procured 
pafs from the count d'Eftrades for that 
pofe, had he received the acknowledgments 
demanded. 

iVhethet* the Englifh court had any know- 
ge of thefe negotiations, or only guefTed that 
tething of this fort might he fet on foot be-- 
•en the fugitives and the Dutch and French,- 
Jcnow not; biit fhc reriewed and redoubled 
diligence, through the dutchefs of Orlean's 
the queen. mother of England's means, to 
the lieutenant general and his frienda aflat 
ited J many attempts being made during 
treaty, and even after the peace, with the 
tch^ who took BO^ fort of care of the Re»- 
ides. ** But ir pleafed Providence,*' fays 
•• to fruftrate not only thofe bloody de- 
is, butalfo to baffle all the endeavours ufed- 
Charles li. and his mercenary toolsj to 

E J. deprive 
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jdeprive any of the exiles of the prote^Uon 

f ranted 9 and more than once, openly avowed 
y the Canton of Bern to them. 
By this means, the lieutenant-general not 
only furvived Charles 11, but lived to fee the 
ruin of king James the Second, by the Revo- 
lution, in which he earneilly deiired to have 
been an afliflant; and left his retreat at Vcvay, 
and came to England, in order to exert his old 
age in that caufe ; having fome expectations 
of being employed in Ireland, againft the po- 
pi(h and other adherents, as he ftyles him, to 
the abdicated king. 

In this defign he ventured to appear fo 
openly in London, that an addrefs was pre- 
fented to his majedy, king William, from the 
houfe of common?, by the hands^of Sir Ed- 
ward Seymour, on the (eventh of November, 
1689 ; that he would be pleafed to put out a 
proclamation for the apprehending of colonel 
Ludlow, attainted for the murder of king 
Charles I. &c. Whereupon, bur author, be- 
ing informed of the motion, haftened to the 
fea-fide ; whence, after waiting near a fort- 
night for a good wind, he returned to Vevay, 
where he continued till his death, which hap- 
pened in the year 1693, and in the feventy- 
third year of his age. 

His corpfe was interred in the beft church 
there, in which his lady ereded a monument , 
«f her conjugal affection to his memory. 

The 
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Thomas Fairfax^ 



THOMAS, lord Fairfax, a very adlive 
man in the parliament fervice during 
our unhappy civiKwars, in the lad. century/ 
'^and at length general of their arinies, was the 
eldeft fon of Ferdinando, lord Fairfax, by 
Mary, his wife, daughter of Edmund Shef* 
iield earl 6f Mulgrav^. 

H'e^ was born^ at Denton, within the pariih 
of Otley, in'Vorkihire, in January, i6n. 
After a proper fchool-education, he Hudied 
ibme time in St^ John's college, in Cambridge, 
to whichy in his latter days, he became a be*. 
jiefa£loF. 

He appears to ha^e been al6ver of learnings 
though he did* not excel in any branch, ex- 
cept It was in the tiiilopy and Antiquities of 
Britain ; as will appear in the fequel. 

Being of a martial difpoiitiony even in his 
yovnger years ; but finding no employment 
stt home, he went and ferve.d in Holland as a 
voiontcer, under the command of Horatio 
lord Vere, in order to learn the art' of war. . 
^fter fome (lay there, but how long we cannot 
l^arfi, he came back to England; and, re^ 
tiring to his father's houfe^ married Anne^ 

£ 6 fourth 
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fourth daughter of the faid lord Vere. Here 
he contrafted a ftrong averfion for the court j. 
cither by the inftjgation of his wife, who was 
a zealous Prefbyterian ; or elfc by the perfua- 
fion and example of his father, who grew ac- 
tively and fa£iioufly difaffeOed to the king. So 
that, upon his majefty's firfl endeavours to raife 
a guard at York for his own perfon, (appre** 
hended then by the people of thofe parts, and. 
Ibund, quickly after, to be the beginning of 
an army ), he was entrufled by his party to^ 
prefer a petition to the king, befeeehing hint 
to hearken to his parliament, and not to taker 
that courfe of railing forces : which peti- 
tion the king endeavouring to ihun, he preiled 
with that inftance, and followed him fq with 
it, on Hey worth -moor, in the prefence of 
near one hundred thoufand people, that, sit 
lad, he pre&Btffd it upon the pomel of hia. 
faddle. 

Shortly after, upon the actual breaking ovtt 
of the civil' wars, in 1642, his father having 
received a commifliOn from the parliainent tc^ 
be general of the forces in |he north, he had a^ 
commiinon under him to be general of the 
horfe. 

His firft exploit was at Bradford,- in York-- 
fliire, which he obliged a body of Royalids to^ 
quit, and to retire to Leeds^ A few days af- 
ter, he and capt^n Hothana, with fome horfe- 
and dxagoons marching tluther, the Royalifo» 
fied in hafie.to York ; and the former haviDj^- 
advanced, to Tadcafter, refolved to keep the^ 
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pafk at Wftherby, for iecarmg the weft riding^ 
of Yorkfliire, from whence their chief fupplic»> 
came. Sir Thomas Glemham attemptiedMo 
diflodge them from, thence ; bat, after a flior^ 
imd iHarp encounter, retired ; wher^apoii 
William Cavendifh^ eart of Newcaftle, and 
Henry CliiFofd, earl of Cumberland, anited 
their forces at York^ amounting to nine thou- 
fand men, and reiblvcd to fall opon Tadcafter $; 
wkich being judged untenable, the lord Fair- 
fax, and his fon Sir Thomas, drew out to ait 
advantageous piece of ground near the town r 
but, after a fix hours fght, were beaten, and 
withdrew in the night to Selby. 

Three days after. Sir Thomas matched in 
^e night by feverali towns in which the Roy« 
aHfts lay ; and came to Bradford, where h6 
«nt]%nched himfelf: but, having too many 
ibldiers to lie idle,, and too few to be upon 
conftaut duty, be refolved to attempt his ene* 
jnies ia their garrifons.. Accordingly coming 
before Leeds, he carried that town, on the 
twenty-third of January, 1642-3, after a hot 
difpute ; wherein a good ftore of ammunition 
fell into hi&handl, of which he flood in great 
want. 

Next day he defeated a party of feven hun- 
dred horfe ^nd foot at Gifborough, under the 
command of colonel Slingfby: and then- Wake.> 
field and Doncafter yielded themfelves to the 
parliaments But, n>c thefo^ over^-ads, Wik 
liam» earl of Newcaftle, the king's gen«rai>. 
grodaiiiied.SiiiThomas aad his father tray«. 

torsw 
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tors, and the parliament did the like for the 
carl. 

In the mean time, the lord Fairfax being 
denied faccour from Hull, and the eaft riding, 
was forced to forfake Selby, and retire -to^ 
Leeds : of which the carl of Newcaftle- hav* 
ing intelligence, he Jay with his army onv 
Clifibrd moor, to intercept him in his way to 
Ljseds. Whereupon ^ir Thomas wa& ordered^ 
by his father to bring what men he could to 
join with him at Sherburne, oa purpofe to &• 
cure his retreat. 

To amufe the earl. Sir Thomas made a di<^ 
verfion at Tadcafter, which the garrifon imme- 
diately quitted, and whereof he flighted the 
works. But the lord Goring marching to ics^ 
relief, with twenty troops of horfe and dra-: 
goons, defeated Sir Thomas upon Bramham-* 
moor ; who alfo received a fecond defeat upoa 
Seacroft-moor, where fbme of his men were 
(lain, and many taken prifoners : ^ that ha 
made his retreat with much difficulty to Leeds^ 
about an hour after his father was fafely come 
thither : and, according to him, this- was one 
of the greateft lofles he ever deceived, 

Leeds and Bradford being all the garrifons 
the parliament had in 'the north. Sir Thomas 
thought it necefiary to pofTefs fome other 
place : therefore, with about one thoufand 
one hundred horfe and foot, he drove, oa 
ihe twenty-firft of May,, the Royalifts out. of 
Wakefield, which they had feized again ; and 
took one thoufand four hundred prifoners, 

eighty 
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eighty officers, and great (lore of ammunition ; 
but, fliortly after, the earl of Newcaftle com- 
ing to bedege Bradford, and Sir Thomas and 
his father having the boldnefs, with about 
three thoufand men, to go and attack his whole 
army, which confifled of ten thoufand men, 
on Adderton-moor, they were- entirely routed 
by the earl, on the thirtieth of June, with a 
considerable lof3« 

Upon that, Halifax and Beverley being 
abandoned by the Parliamentarians, and the 
lord Fairfax having neither a place of Hrength 
to defend himfelf in, nor a garrifon in York- 
ihire to retire to, withdrew the fame night to 
Leeds, to fecure diat town; but, by his order. 
Sir Thomas flayed in Bradford with eieht 
hundred foot and iixty horfe ; wherein bemg 
furroundedf he was obliged to force his way 
through : in which defperate attempt, his lady, 
and many others, were taken prifoners. 

At his coming to Leeds, he found things^ 
in great dillra^ion, the council of war hav- 
ing refblved to quit the town, and retreat to 
Hull, which was iixty miles off, with many of 
the king's garrifon s in the way. However^ 
though there were fifty or fixty troops of Roy- 
aliils within three miles of Leeds, he got 
iafely to Selby, where there was a ferry, and 
and hardby one of the parliament's garrifons 
at Cawood. • 

Immediately after his coming to Selby, be- 
ing attacked by a party of horfe which pur- 

fued 
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his father into Yorkihire,. that by the coDJunc- 
t ion of their forces he might be abler to take 
the field. They met about Ferry-bridge ;. 
and colonel Beilafis, governor of York, having-' 
advanced to Selby, to hinder their junction,. 
they found means, notwithftanding, to join, 
a^d entirely defeated him, on the eleventh o£ 
April 1644. This gopd fuccefs rendered Sir 
Thomas mader of the field in Yorkfhire, and 
nothing then hindered him from marching, 
into Northumberland, as. he had been ordered, 
by the parlisment, to join the Scots, which 
were Jcept from advancing ibuthward by the 
fuperior forces of the marquis of Newcallle,. 
Quartered at Durham. But thatftroke havingp 
tjirbwn York into the utmoft diihaftion, the. 
iphabitaiits {peedily fent to th^ marqjdis tOi 
haften bacl^ thither ; by which means a way 
was left open for the. Scots, who with cold 
and frequent alarms were reduced to great 
extremity. ' They joined the lord Fairfax at 
Wetherby, on the twentieth of April, and 
marching on to York, laid fiege to that city,. 
wherein the marquis of Newcadle had (hat 
himfelf up^ being clofely purfued, on the way 
thither> by Sir Thomas, and major-general 
Lefley. And when prince Rupert was ad- 
vancing out of Lanca(hire to the relief of that 
place, they marched with fix thoufand horfe 
and dragoons, and five thoufand foot, to flop 
bis progrefs : but he eluding their vigilance, 
and fetching a compafs about wi(h his army,. 
which confiiled of above, t^wenty-thoufand men,. 

got 
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got into York. Whereupon the parliamenta- 
nans raifeci the feige, and retired to Hefiey- 
inoor. The Englilh were for fighting, and 
the Scots for retreating; which Jaft opinion 
prevailing, they both mnrched away to Tad- 
caller, there being great differences and jea- 
loufles between the two nations. But the raQi 
and haughty prince, inilead of harrafling and 
wearying them outby prudent delays, refolved, 
without confulting the marquis of Newcaftle 
or any of his oi&cers, to engage them, on 
Marilon-moor, eight miles from York, on the 
fecond of July ; where that bloody battle was 
fought, which entirely ruined the king's af* 
fairs in the north. In this battle Sir Thomas 
Fairfax commanded the right wing of the 
horfe. 

The prince, after his defeat, retiriDj» to- 
wards Lancafhire, and the marquis, in difcori- 
tent, failing away to Hamburgh, the three 
parliament generals came and fat down again 
before York, which furrendered the fifteenth 
of July : and the north was now wholly re- 
duced by the parliament's forces, except fome 
garrifons. In September following. Sir Tho- 
mas waf fent to take Helmefley- cattle, where 
he received a dangerous ihot in one of his 
ihoulders, and was brought back to York, all 
being doubtful of his recovery for fomc time. 
Some time after, he was near being killed by 
a cannon- fhot before Pomfret-caflle. Hither- 
to he had acquitted himfelf with undaunted 
bravery^ and with great and deferved applaufe 

from 
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from his party. Had he flopped here, or at 
fuch times, at leafl, as the king's conceffions 
were in reafon and equity a juil ground for 
peace (much more than once) he might have 
been honourably ranked among the reft or 
thofe patriot?, who took up arms only for the 
redrefs of grievances. But his bonndiefs am- 
bition, and his great defire to rule, made him 
Weakly engage, with the utmoll zeal,, in the 
worft and moft exceptionable parts of pur 
unhappy civil wars» For, when the parlia- 
inentarians thought fit to new-mddel their ar* 
my, and to lay afide the honeH, but unfuccefs- 
fal, Robert Devereux earl of EfTex; they 
ttnanimoully voted Sir Thomas Fairfax to be 
their general in his roon^ : and he being eafy, 
and forward to undertake or execute anything 
lie was put upon, was the more readily choien 
by the two then prevailing parties of preiby terians 
and independants. To him Olivfer Cromwell 
was joined with the title of lieutenant-general, 
but with intention of being his governor ^ 
and he was indeed the fpring of all his fucceed- 
wig motions. Sir Thomas being thus voted 
commander in chief of the parliament's army, 
on the twenty-firftof January 1644-5, J'^ceiv- 
ed orders from the parliament, fpeedily to come 
up from the North to London. Accordingly 
he repaired privately thither, February the 
eighteenth, and, the next day, was brought by 
four of the members into the houfe of com- 
mons, where he was highly complimented by 

the 
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iht fpeaker, and received kis commiffion of 
l^neral. 

The fifteenth of the fame month, an or&* 
nance was made, for railing and maintaining 
-of fbrces under his command ; it having beeit 
votedj a few days, that he (hould nominate all 
the commanders in his army, to be taken out 
x>fany of the other armies, with theapproba* 
tion of both honies. 

» 

March the tw6nty>-fii^, the paitianient or* 

4ered him one thoufand five hundred pounds^ 

The third of April, he went from London to 

Windfor, where he had appointed the general 

]«ndezvous, and continued there till the lad 

day of th^month,,new-framingand modelling 

the army : or rather Cromwell doing it in his 

name. Ft)r, as Mr. Rapin well obferves, 

Cromwell had fach an TnAuence over him, 

that he made him do whatever he pleafed. 

April the fiicteenth) he was appoint/:d oy both 

hoofes governor of Hull. In the mean time, 

Taunton, in Somerfetfitirc, one of the parlia* 

Hient's garrifons, being clofely befieged by the 

j^^alifts. Sir Thomas Fairfax received orders 

to haflen to its relief, with eight thoufand 

horfe and fbot« He began his march May the 

£rft, and by the feventh had reached Bland- 

iard in Dorfetihire : but the king taking the 

afield from Oxford, with flrong remfoi cements 

brought by the princes Rupert and Maurice; 

Sir Thomas was ordered by the partiament to 

.ftfid three thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 

iiorie to relieve Tauqtony and himfelf tore-* 

turn 
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turn with the reft of his forces to join Oliver 
Cromwell and major-general Brown, and at- 
tend the king's motions. The fourteenth of 
May he was come back as far as Newbury ; 
where having reded three nights, he went and 
forced Dennington-caftle, and took a few pri- 
soners. 7*hence he proceeded to lay iiege to 
Oxford, as he was direfied by the committee 
of both kingdoms, and fat down before it the 
twenty-iecond. But before he had made any 
progrefs in this ilege, he received orders to 
draw nearer the king> who had taken Leicefter 
by florm, May the thirty^firfl, and was threat- 
fling the eailern aiTociated counties. Sir The* 
mas, therefore, rifing from before Oxford* 
June the fifth, arrived the fame day at March- 
Gibbon in Buckinghamihire ; on the eleventh 
he was at Wooton, and the next day at GilA 
borough in Northamptonfliire : where he kept 
his head-quarters till the fourteenth, when he 
engaged the king's forces at the fatal and de- 
cisive battle of Nafeby, and obtained a com- 
pleat vidory* The king, after that, retiring 
into Wales, Sir Thomas went and laidfiegexMi 
the iixteenth to Leiceltec, which furrendered 
on the eighteenth. He proceeded, on the 
twenty- fecond, to Warwick, and thence (wftk 
a difpofition either to go over the Severn to- 
wards the king, or to move weflward as he 
fliould be ordered) he marched on throogk 
Gloucefterlhire towards Marlborough, where 
he arrived on the twenty-eighth. And here he 
received orders from the parliament, tohaftea 

to 
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to the relief of Taunton, which was bciiged 
again by the royalifts ; letters being fent at 
the fame time into th^ aflfociated countiesj 
for recruits, and the arrears of pay for his 
army. But July the fecond, upon his coming 
toBlandford, he was informed that the lord 
Goring had drawn off his horle from before 
Tounton, and left his foot in the paifages to 
i>lock up that place, marching himfelf with the 
iiorfe towards Langport. Sir Thomas Fairfajd 
therefore advancing againft him, defeated him 
there, on the tenth of July; and, the next day, 
went and fommoned Bridgewater, which was 
taken by ftorm on the twenty-fecond. He 
became a^fo mafter of Bath on the thirtieth of 
the fame month ; and then laid clofe fiege 
to Sherb(Mrne-cafle, which was likewife taken 
by ilorm, Auguft the fifteenth. And havrng 
befiged the rich and famous city of Briftof 
from the twenty- iec6nd of Auguft to the tenth 
of September, it '.^as furrendered to him by 
prince Rupert; at which the king was fo ex- 
ceffively angry, that he ordered the prince to 
go and (eek his fubliilence (bmewhere beyond 
lea. 

After this labourious expedition, the gene- » 
ral refted fome days at Bath, having Cent out 
parties to reduce the caftles of the Devizes and 
Berkley, and other garrifons between the Weft 
and London; and on the twenty- third moved 
from Bath to the Devizes, and thence to War- 
sainfteron the twenty-feventh, where he flayed 
till Odober the eighth, when he went to 

Lyme 
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Lyme in Dorfetfiitre. From thi$ place lie 
caaie to Tivertoav of y/hick hf became xx^^ 
ter on the nineteenth 4 and then, as he could 
not iindertake a formal ficige in the winter- 
feafon, he blocked np thei ftrong city 0f Exeten 
which did not furrender till the thirteenth of 
April following : in the mean time* he took 
partmouth by ^rro, January the eighteentii 
1645-6 ; and feveral. forts and garriibna at 
different times. F.ebriiiary the fixieenth, he 
defeated the lord Hopton near Toningtom 
This nobleman retreating with his broken forces 
into Cornwall, Sir Thomas followed him. !« 
purfait of whom he came ta Laance^on on 
Che twenty-eighth of February; and to Bodmii 
on the fec9n4 of March. 

On the fourth, Mount Edgecombe was fur«> 
rendered to hiin> and Fowey about the fame 
4inic. * 

At lail;> the parliament army approaching 
Truro^ iwMrelord Hopton had his head-quar-^ 
ters ; and he being (o hemmed in as to remain 
without poffibility of efcaping ; Sir Thomas* 
on the fifteenth of March, &it and offered 
him lionourable terms, if he would capitulate* 
After fome delays and di£citlties» the lord 
Hopton accepted of them ; and a. treaty was 
figned by commiffioners on both iides, March 
the fourteenth ; in purfuance of which, the 
Toyalifts, confining of above five thoufaad 
horfe, were dilbanded ; and took an oath ne-; 
ver to bear arms agmnft the parUament. But 
before the ire^ wasiigned^ Ac laA Hopton 

and 
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«md .Arthur lord Cj^el, retired to Scilly, from . 

whence they pafled into Jeriey, April the 

^eren^eehthy with CharieB, piiace of Wales, 

•Sir Edward Hyde, <aiid otber perfons of diA 

^ndtion.. Thus tKe ^ng^s army in the Weft 

being intirely difperfed, by the vigilance and 

wonderful fuccefe of ^neral Fairfax; he re- 

tarned, Mareh'thethirty-firfty to thefcigeof 

Exeter, which iurrendeied to him uponarti- 

xles, the thirteenth of April, as I have already 

•obierved : and with the taking of this ct^ 

•ended oor general's weflern expedition. 

• Having entirely fubdned<hofe parts, which 

were the greateft flrength and al moil the only 

wefu^ of the iX)yalifts, he marched, with won«- 

derful (peed) towards Oxford, the moft conw 

ifiderable 'garrifon remaining in the king's 

bands. Setting out therefore from £xeter> 

-April the eighteenth, he came on the firft of 

.May, with his army before that city, and be- 

.gan to fay fiege to it. The kin^, who was 

there, afraid of being enclofed, privately, and 

in difguife, departed from thence on the twen- 

4y-ieventh of April; and. May the fourth, put 

himfelfihto the hands of the treacherous Scetf . 

Oxford farrendered upon articles, June the 

twenty- fourth,, .as did Wallingibrd July the 

. twenty- fecond. After the redudion of thejfe 

-places. Sir Thomas went and beiieged Rag- 

Jand-caflle in Monmouth fhire, the property 

of Henry Somerfet, marquis of Worcefter, 

-which yielded Auguil the nineteenth. And 

^us, before Michaelmas 1646, the .unhappy 

Vol, VI. F kin^ 
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king had neither army n6r fortrefe l^ft ia 
•^pglandc 

The bext empidyineAt tifccfQired ^bf ^^e r'ge- 
nerai wfks» tadiftftftd nt^or genehilMafiby^ bri* 
:gade, ^hich he did tit the Detifee:i. -About 
that-time he -was -feiaded -widi a'vibicht-fit^bf 
the 'ftope».'iinder which he iaboored rtMuy 
•days. Asr foon as 'he ^vas' retovered, Ke*«ook 
a journey to London ; mrhere he arrived No- 
vember the tweldb, beikig-net foiikcf^fiiiles off 
by great crouds of people, and the city 'mv- 
Jitia. ' The next- day, '^ both htHiies of) parlia- 
tnent agreed to c^ghitnlate his cohiiag to 
town, -and to give- him -tharirks' for his- faith- 
ful iervices and wife conduCl : which they did 
the day followihg. 

Hardly had he time to reft, when he was 
called upon to convoy thetwo hundred thoa- 
fand. pounds that had been granted to the 
Scottiih army, the price of their delivering np* 
or betraying, their fovereign, king Charles. 
•For that purpofe he fet out from London, 
December the eighteenth', with a faffident 
force, carrying at the &me' time fifty thoufaad 
pounds for hi& own army. 

The king being delivered by the Scots to 
the parlisiment's commiHoners, at Newcaftie^ 
January the thirtieth 1646-7, Sir Thomas 
went and met him, Febrovy the fifteenth, be- 
yond Nottingham, in his way to Holmby ; 
and hisitiajefty ftopping'his horfe, Sir The- 
'mas alighted, and kiiled his hand, and after- 
wards mounted, and difcoorfed with him as 

; they 

■ \ 
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they xode^ialong* The iivft of March foUoiv- 
ing, after long debate in parliament, he was 
.VQCfid. general .of the forces .that were, to be 
coniiaued. He'Came tO; Cambridge the. twelfth 
of the iame moiith, where he was .highly ca- 
tefled and compUittented, and created mailer of 
arts. , 

Hitherto the crafty and ambitious Oliver 
Cromwell. had permitted him .to .enj&y in ail 
refpe&s the fnpreme command,. at l^d to. out- 
ward appearance. And, under his conda^, 
the.army.*s ra{ud fiiccefs, after .tbdr new mo- 
. del, had -much fncprifed tthe . exp^^ation of 
the moft Anguine of thieir .msL&sri, the parlia- 
ment. The qaeiUon.naw.was, todifbandtho 
majority ,of th^m after their work was done, 
and to employ a. part of the reft in the reduc- 
tion of .Ireland. .But either of the two ap- 
peared, to all of ith.em intolerable. For many 
Aavingf from the dr^s of the. people, rif^n 
to the higbeft .c&mmands, and by. plundering 
a^d violence , amaiSng daily . great ireafures^'^ 
they CQJold .not bear the 'thoughts of lofing 
fock great .advaol;ages. To maiatain them- 
. felves Jthocefore in the poifeflion.of them, 
. Cromwell .aodhisifDn-in'law Iceton, .as good 
;a contriver .as himfeif, but. a much better 
writer and ip^ker, devife hov/ to raife a mu- 
. tiny, in the army, .agwinil the parliament. 
To this end they, fpread a wiiifper among the 
• foldiery, '' That the parliaa>eat, npw they 
: had the Idog* intended to.dilband them ; to 
. cheat them of their arrears jand tofendJiem 

F t inl9 
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-into Ireland^ to be deilroyed by the Infh/' 

The anny» enraged at this, were taught by 

ireton^o ere^ a council among themielveet 

^f two foldiers out 'of e^ery troop and every 

-company, to conru}t for the good of the ar- 

»iy> and to affift at the council of war, and 

advife for the peace and fafety of the kingdom. 

Thefe were called adjutators, or agitators, 

and wholly «nder Cromwell's influence and 

dire^on ; the moft a^ve of them being lus 

avowed creatures. Sir Thomas faw with un-« 

cafinefsJ^is power on the army ufurped by thefe 

agitators, the forerunners . of «onfu(ion and 

. anarchy, whoCt deiiga (as . he obierves) was 

to raife' their own rortunes upon the public 

ruin ; and that made him reiblve to lay down 

his commiifion. But he was over-perfuaded 

by the heads of the independent faction to 

ihold it, till they had accompliihed their def- 

perate projefts, of rendering themfelves maf- 

ters not only of the parliament, but of the 

whole kingdoon. For, he joined in^he feveral 

petitions, and proceedings of the army, that 

.tended to deftroy the parliament's power. 

About the beginning of Jane, he advanced 

itowaids LondoB,<o awe the parliament, thodgh 

both houfes defired his army might not conne 

within fifteen miles of the fame; June the 

fifteenth, he was a party in the charge againft 

^eleven of the members of the houfe of com^- 

niDns ; in Auguft, he efpouied the fpeakers of 

jboih houfes, and the fixty.fix members that 

itad JBed to the army; and betrayed the ptl* 

vileges 
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vHeges of parliament : and entering London, 
Augud the fixth, reflored them in a kind of 
tiiumph. For which he received the thankr 
of both hoafes, and was appointed cosftablC' 
of the Tower. He was no way concerned* - 
in the violent removal' of the king from 
Holmby, Ijy cornet Joyce, on the third of 
Jnne; and- waited with great refpeCt- upon his ' 
majefty at Sir John Cutt*s hcufe near Cam- 
bridge. Bfeiiig ordered on the fifteenth of the* 
fame month, by the parliament, to deliver up 
the pcrfonbf the king to fuch perfons as both * 
hx)aies ihoald appoint;* that he might be*^ 
brought to Richmond,' where propofitions-' 
were to be'prefentfcd to him, for a fafe anef 
well grounded peace : inftead of complying/ 
4^ou^ he feemed to do fo) he carried his 
]naje% from place to place, according to the* 
feverar motfbns of the army. And yet he 
oiztwardly expreiTed upon moft occalions, a^ 
due refpe6t for him ; fo that his ambiguous 
conduct was owing to the fear he bad, leijt ^ 
the parliament fhould become mafiers of the 
king's perfon. Thus, not having the will or 
reiblution to oppofe what he had not power 
enough to prevent, he refigned himfclf entire- 
to Cromwell ; and though he wilhed nothing 
tirat Cromwell did, yet he contributed to 
bring it all to^pafs. It was this nhdoubtedlv 
that made him concur, January the ninth 
1647-8, in that cruel declaration of the army, 
ivherein they adhered to the common's votes,^ 
of " No farther addrefs or applicatioR to the*' 

F 3 king;. 
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king; and refolved to (land by the parlia-** 
xnent, in what ihould be farther neceilary for 
fettling, and fecuring the parliament and 
kingdooiy without the king aiid againft 
him." 

His father dying at York, March the thir* 
teenth, he became pofieiTed of his title and 
e^te ; and was appointed iceeper of Ponte* 
fra^-caAJe, Cuftus Rotolorum of Yorkihire* 
&c. if) his roam. But his father's death made 
no altermvQn in his condtrdy he renoainiag the 
fame fervile and deluded tool to Cromwell's 
ambition. For he not only fent extradrdinary 
fttpplies> and took all pains imaginable for 
reducing- colonel Poyer in Wales ; but akb 
quelied, with the utmoft s;eal and indluftry^ 
aii jnlbn'edlion of apprefitices gisd othe» iii' 
London, April thejumtlir who had declared 
for^God 'and king Charles* The firft of the 
fame month, he removed his head-quartera 
to St. £dmund's-bury ; and upon the rpya}ifta 
feizing Berwick and Carliffe ; and the ap- 
prehenfiou of the Scots entering England, he 
was deiired, May the ninthybytheparliament* 
^tQ advance in perfoninto the North, to reduce 
thofe places, and to prevent any danger from 
the threatened invasion. Accordingly he be« 
gan to march that way, the twentieth. But,h« 
was foon recalled, to quell an inHirre^ipn in 
Kent, headed by George Goring earl of Nor- 
wich, and Sir William Waller. Advancina 
therefore againd them from London, in 
latter ead of May^ he defeated a confider 
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wi(^hiistiirQ4 ^^^U Birj: the earli and about 
%e. huDcired <)^! th^roy4As, gejttifig over.tbi^ 
Thas^3ajc Qjff^wjjpl^ iiU<x Wkx, Juoc the; 
third, they wffe jpificd by feveral parties 
bxoug^: by Sir Ch#rks L\^u^ and Arthur, 
lord Capely which made up their, na^obera 
ajbf^tiis^i^ tho.iifand ; aAd^tW^a^aa^ihutthev- 
i^V4yi ttje ii) Cc^hcA^r oq tl^ twelftb of juoe. 
T^ 1^4. Kak/aiX, infpcJ^ed of. t^ir motions* 
V^M QV^ with bis: fqi;ces a| Grayeftjad* with. 
fo i|H|ch ^peditiqqj that he arriv;ied before 
Gol^diefter Jane the. thirt^cAthT Iium^atel}( 
]ie.f«iiiiiQpii«4 the royWiA^ to fiirfc^qder; which 
tlifyrel^M, b«. ati^ics, thorn. the fatOP. afters 
iwoil Wki ^ utiBpft:^4iry . B^u being, tk jruU 
ft4> herfM^riHedi J4pethri»3i;t^t)i, to block 
up: the- ^j^y in.. Qcd^r to, i^ry^ the noyalifts 
fl&Ht, up t^rfsiii into % Qompliafu;^. Thefe 
<IPil»rff4%fQver« ^ t^ipua Aegeof. elevea 
^^V «0t. l«fir^i^iiAgti|| Aaguit the.twea^ 
ty eighth; and feeding fof abou^ Eve week» 
^i^% ^JfOXk Wffi-fteih ;.. all their endeavonrs; 
for obtaining peace, on hpqourable terms* 
b^n^ineffe^Nia(- This affiur ia the Qiod, ex- « 
ceptionable part in the lord Fairfs^i coodud. 
For, he graaied worfe terms to that poor^ 
tfirn^s t^an to> an)^ ot;her ii^ the whole <;Qurre 
of th« viNMc » he endeaitoo^'ed to deiboy it as 
9iuch as poiBbk ». he laid an exorbitant fine* 
or rajifom^ of tweWe tbou&nd pounds, upon, 
the inhabitants,, to exca&c<h.em from being- 
plundered ; and he vented hi^ft^ry aad revenge 

R 4 uppa* 
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upon Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George 
Liile, who had behami in the befl and motH 
inoffenfive manner during^ the fiege^ fparing 
that bafibon> the earl of Pk)rwichy whofebe-^ 
haviour had been quite diflTereat ; fo that his- 
name and- memory there oughe to be fox ever*' 
deteftaWc. 

* • 

, After his nughty exploits againft a poor and"^ 
unfortified town, he took a kind of triumphant 
progrefs to Ipfwich» Yarmouth, Norwich, St.- 
£dmund(bary, Harwieh, Meriey, and Mal-- 
dbn. About the beginning of December^ he* 
came again to London, to awe that city and-' 
the parliament, and to forward the proceed** 
ings againft the king ; quartering himfHf in* 
the royal palace of Whitehall : and, by fpe-* 
cial order from him and the ^oaneil of ti»e* 
army, it was, that feVeraf members of the^ 
hou^ of commons were fecluded and ildpri-' 
foned on the fix-th and feventh of- that- month. ;^ 
he being, as one expredHTes^ it, lulled in a kind^ 
of ftupidity* He was foremoit in the lift oP 
the king's judges, but refufed to ad, probably' 
by his lady's perfuafion. ^ > 

On the fourteenth of February, 1648-9,' 
be was voted to be one of the new council > of ■ 
^ate ; but, on the nineteenth, he refufed to'- 
fubicribe the Teft, appointed by parliament^- 
for approving all that was done concerning the* 
kjng and kingftiip^ On the thirty -firS oR 
March, he was voted general of all the forces- 
iki England and Ireland, more to his honour- 
than intrinilc power. 

In. 
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In May, he marched againft the Levellers, 
who were grown very numerous, and began 
to be troublefome and formidable in Oxford- 
ihire, and utterly routed them at Burford. 
Thence, on the twenty- fecond of the fame 
month, he repaired to Oxford with Oliver 
Cromwell, and other officers, where be was 
Kighly feafted, and created do£lor of laws. 

Next, upon the apprehenflon of the like 
rifid.gs! in ^ther places, he went and viewed the ^ 
cadfes and fortifications in the Ifle of Wight, 
and at Southampton, and Portfmouth ; and^^ 
near Guilford had a rendezvous of the army,.x 
which he exhorted to obedience. On the 
fourth of June, he was feafled, with other of- 
ficers, &c. by the city of London, and prc- 
f^nted with a large> and'' weighty baibn and 1 
ewer of beaten gold. 

In June, 1650, upon the Scots declaring 
for king Charles If. the jundlo of the council 
6f ftate having taken a refolution to be before 
hand, and not to fiay to be invaded from Scot*^ 
land, but to carry firfl the war into that king-- 
dom ; general Fairfax, being confulted^fcemed* 
to approve of the defign : but afterwards, by 
the perfuafion of his lady, and of the prefo)'^—' 
terian minift^rs, he declared himfelf unfatif-* 
fied ; .that there was a juft ground for the par-%- 
liament of England to. (end their army to in-- 
vade Scotland ; and refolved to lay down hia 
commifHon rather than engage ia that af&ir» 
Whereupon, on the twenty-fixth, the ordiJ 
nances whereby^ he was appointed commander 

F. 5-. " io.. 
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in chief of all the forces of the parliatnefit,. 
bfeing repealed, that high trqft was itnmedi^ 
alely committed to Oliver Cromwell ; who 
was glad to (be him removed, as being no 
longer heceflkry, but rather an obfiacle to his 
fartner ambitious deiigns. 

Fbr a kind of compenfadon, the parliament 
fettled an ^ dnhira) revenue of five thoufand 
|)t>und9 upon his lordfhip. 

Being thus releafed from dill public employ* 
ment, he went and lived quietly at his own 
houfe in Nun-Appleton, in Yorkfhire ; al- 
ivays earneftly wiming and praying, as we are 
afiured, for the reilitution of the rbyal family ; 
and fully rcfolved to lay hold of the firft good 
{Opportunity to contribute his part towards it $ 
^hith made -him always looked upon with a 
jealpus eye by the ufurpers of that time. As 
ibon as he was invited by ]general Monk to aT- 
ad him againft Lambert's army, he chearfully 
embraced the occafion, and appeared, on the 
third of December, 1659, at the head of a 
body of gentlemen of Yorkihire; and, upon 

' the reputation and authority of his name, the 
IVrih brigade, of one thoufand two hundred 
horfe, foribok Lambert's army, and joined 
him. 

The confequence was, the immediate break- 

• iiig of all Lambert's forces ; which gave ge« 
neral Monk an eafy march into England. On 
the firft of January, 16 $9- 60, Xis lordlhip 
frrade himfelf malter of York ; and, on the ie- 
ccmd of the fame month* was- chofen by the 

rump 
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^tHiip parHameiit one of the council of ftatev 
as he was again on the twenty- third of Febrii-^ 
ary ecfuingw On the twenty-ninth of M^rch 
lie 'waft* etedle^ erne of the knights for the 
<coanty of York, in -the heating parliament j, 
and was at the head of the coininktee ap- 
pointed, on the thircl of Ms^> by the houle of 
commons, to go and aileha king Charles Ih 
at the Hague;' to defire him ^o make a fpeedy 
return to his parliament^ and to the exercife of. 
his kingly office. 

On the fixteen^of May ht waited upon his 
majefty with the refl, and attoned, in ibmn 
meafiire,. for ail paft ofiences, by readily con* 
earring and affifting in his reftofation. After 
the diifolation of the fhort healing parJiament^ 
he returned again to his feat in uie country, ;. 
where he lived in a private m^anAer till hi» 
death,' w^ch happened on the twelfth of 
November, 1671, in the^fixtieth year of his^ 
age. 

Several letters,, remonilrances, and other 
papers^ fubfcribed with )) is name, are pre* 
'piiiy£d in RuA^worth, and other cofie^ions, 
bein^ pqbliihed during the time he was gene- 
ral ; but he difowns m&ft of them. After hk^ 
deceafe/ Some Short Memorials, written b/ 
Himfelf, were publiflied ; which do him no 
great honour. 

The lord Fairfax, as to his perfon, was* 
^1,. but not above the juft proportion; and 
oif a gloomy and melanchply difpofition. He 
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Hammered a Htde; and was a bad orator in.- 
the moil plaii£ble occafion. * 

. As to the qualities of his mindi he was r^r 
ligious in the way he profefled, which wag 
prefbyterianifm ; of a good natural difpoiition^ 
a great Jover of les^ing* having contributed 
to the edition of the Polyglott, and other 
large works ; and a«particular admirer of the 
Iblfiory and antiquities >of» Great-Britain ; wit- 
Jiefs the encouragjement, he jg^ave to Mi:. 
Sodfworth.' He was of a meek and. humble 
carriage^ and but of few words in difcouHe 
and council; yet> when his judgment and 
reafon were fyik^d, he was unakerable ; and : 
often ordered things expreily contrary to -the 
judgnsiont'of all- his council. 

His valour was unqueftionable. He was . 
daring, and no felf^-feek^r ; and» in adlion in 
the fields he appeared fo highly transported, 
that fcarce any one durfl fpeak a word to him, 
and he 1V9uld feen like, a man- diftraded and 
furiousi 

His being- outwitted by CiromwslI, .in (of- 
fering himfelf to become^he tool and property 
of that wicked and ambitious man, was his . 
gieatefi blemiih. Happy .would it have been r 
ftr the nation, happy foriiinvfelf* jf he had 
If tii£d fooner* . 
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The life op 



John Milton* 



JOHN MILTON was defccnded of aiv* 
antient family of that name, at Milton, 
near Abingdon, in Oxfordfbke. He was the 
ion of Joha Milton, a money-fcrivener, and- 
Born on the ninth of December, 1608. Th<; 
family from which he deftended had beea 
long feated there, as appears by the monu^* 
ments flill to be ^en in the church of Milton, 
till one of them, having taken ihe unfortanate 
iide in the contefts between the houfes of 
York, and Lancafter,, was deprived of his 
eflate, except what h6 held'by all his wife. 
Our author's grandfather, whofe name was 
^ohh Milton, was under-ranger, or reaper of 
the foreft of Shotover» near Halton, in Ox- 
fordihire : but a., man of Milton's genios 
needs not hme the circamflaQces of birth 
called in to render him illaftrioas, he refle£ls 
the highefl honour upon his family, which re* 
ceives from him more glory, than ihe .longeil 
defcent of years can give. 

Milton was both . educated under a domeA 

tic tutor, and likewiie at St. Paul's fchooU 

der Mr. Alexander Gill, where he made, 

Jik iodefa(igablc ^pplicatiou^ an extraor* 
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dinary progrefs in learning. From his twelfth^ 
year he generally fat up all night at his fta- 
dies^ which, accompanied with frequent head- 
achs, proved very prejudicial to bis eyes, la 
the year 16^5 tie was entered intQ Chrift'^s . 
College in Cambridge, under the tuitioA of 
Mr. Williani Chappel, afterwards bifliop of 
Rofs in Ireland, and even before that Wi^s 
had diHinguiihed himfelf by feveral L^tija aod. 
Englilh poems. 

^ After he had taken the degree of mafter 
df arts, in 1632, he. left the uziiverfity, an4» 
for the fpace of five years lived with his pa- 
tents at their houfe ^t Horton, ne^r Colbrook. 
in Buckingham (hire, where his father having 
acquired a competent fortune, thought proper 
to retire, and fpend the remainder of his- 
days. 

In the year 1634 he wrote his mafqaeof' 
Comu?, performed at Ludlow-caftlp, Befoxe^ 
John earl' of Bridgewater, then president of 
Wales: it appears from the editioii of this 
mafque, puhlifbed by Mr. Henry Lawes« that 
the principal performers were, the lord Barclay. 
Mr.Thomas Eger ton , the lady Alice Egertpn and- 
Mr. Lawes himfelf, who reprefen^e^ an atten- 
dant* fpirit. In ' 1 63 7 our author publiflied his 
Lycidas ; in this poem he laments the deatji pF 
his friend Mr. Edward King, who was drowned, 
in his paiTage frqm Ch^fler, on die Irifli feas, 
'in 1637 ; it was printed the year following att. 
Cambridge, in quarto, in a colle^on of f^a?- 
tip ai)d ^ngii& poems upon iAr. fling's 

death,. 



death, with ^hom he had contracted the 
ftrdngcft friendlhip. The Latin epitaph in- 
forms OS, tb^t Mr. £ing, was K>n of Sir 
John King, fecrecary for Ireland to queen 
£lkabeth, James I. and Charles I. and that 
he was fellow in Chrift's-Cbllege, Cambridge, 
^nd was drowned in the twenty-fifth year of 
his age. 

Upon the death of his mother, Mitton ob- 
tained leave of his father to travel, and having 
Waited upon Sir Henry Wotton, formerly am- 
baflkdor at Venice, and then provoft of Eaton- 
Cellege, to whom he communicated his de*- 
fign ; that gentleman wrote a letter to him» 
dated from the college, April i8, 1638, and 
printed among the Reliquiai Wottoniands, and 
in Dr. Newton's life of Milton. Immediate- 
ly after the receipt of this letter our author fet 
out for Prance, accompanied only with one 
man who attended him through all his 
travels. 

At Paris Milton was introduced to the fa- 
mous Hugo Grotius, and thence went to 
Florence, Siena, Rome, and Naples, in all 
which places he was entertained with the ut- 
teod civility, by perfons of the firil dillinc- 
tion. 

When our author was at Naples he was in- 
troduced to the acquaintance of Giovanni 
Baptifla Manfo, Marquis of Villa, a Neapofi^ 
tan noblentan, xelebrated for his tafte in the 
liberal arts, to whom Ta/To addrefles his Dia- 
touge On Friendlh}p> ^nd whom he likewiie 

mentions 
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mentions in h.u Gierulaleiume Jiberata, wicS 
■ great honour. This nobleman Ihewed ex- 
traordinary civilities to Milton, frequently vi- 
fited him at his lodgings, and accompanied 
him when he went to fee the feveral curid/i- 
ties of the city. He was not content withu 
giving our author tHele exietler narks of rea- 
ped only, bat he honoured him with a Latiit 
difiich in his praile, which is [vinted' before 
Milton's Latin poems. MUlon, no doubt. 
was highly pleafed with fuch extreme conde- 
fcenfion and-efleem from a perfon of the mar- 
quis of Villa's quality ; and as an evidence of 
his gratitade, he prefentcd. the marquis, at 
his departure from Naples, his eclogue, en- 
titled Manfas; which, fays Dr. Newton, is 
well worth reading among his Latiii poems ; 
fo that it may Be reckoned a peculiar felicity - 
in the marquis ot Villa's life to have been ce- 
lebrated both b^ Taflb and Milton, the greau 
eft poets of their nation. 

Having feen the fineit parts of Italy, .ancf : 
converfed with n^en of the iirll diftinflion, - 
be was preparing to pafs over into' Sicily aad 
Greece, when the news from fihgland,' that a 
civil war was like to lay his country^ in blooJ, . 
Inverted his purpofe j for"^as by his education 
and principles he was attached to the parlia- 
jnentary interefl, and thought it a mark'of abje& 
cowardice, for a lover of his country to take hi$ 

Weffuro ahrnx^. wliSk ihe VAenA'^ of libprru 



JOM N MI L T O N. ir«i 

hf the way of Rome, though he was diiToadedr 
from pnrfoing that refolution, by the mer— 
chants, who were informed by their correfpon- 
dents, that the Engliihjefttits there were form—- 
ing plots again fl his life, in cafe he (hould re* . 
tdrn thither, on account of the great freedom^ 
with which he had treatcid their religion, and^ 
the boldnefs he difcovered in dempnftrating-; 
the abfurdity of the popifli tenetSi. Bui, (led—, 
faft in his refolntions, he went to Rome the- 
fecond time, and . flayed there two months- 
more, neither concealing his. name, nor de- 
clining any difputations to which. his antago-. 
nifls in religious opinions invited him ; he- 
elcaped the fecret machinations of the jefuits, 
and came fafe to Florence, where he was re— 
ceived.by his fnends with as mnch.tendernefs^ 
as if he had retamed to his own country. 
Here he remained two months, as he had 
&nein his former vi/it, excepting only an ex^ 
curnon of a few days to Lucca, and then 
croifing the Appenine,. and pafiing through* 
Bologne,^andFerrara, he arrived at Venice^. 
in which; city he fpei^t a month-; and having 
ihipped oS" the bookfis he had coHedled in his- 
travels,- be took his^ courfe through Verona, 
Milan,, and along the^ake Leman.to Geneva, 
In this city he continued fome time, meeting' 
there with people of his own principles, and' 
cpn trailed an intubate friendihip with Giovan-t 
x^ Deodati,^ the mod learned profelTor of di-.. 
vanity, whofe A|inotations on the Bible 4re* 
2)ibUlh)?d. in En^iAi; and from thence re*. 

turniaa 
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caciiiiig tO'Franc&tlieiatne'way h^ had gone, 
before, hezftived fafe in Btiglknd^ after ai^ 
aUence oi^Mieen months, in which Mikon- 
had feen maeh of the world, read the charac- 
ters of fiimoBS men, examined the policy of ^ 
diietfint c®antrie», and made more exteaiive 
ittfkroveifieatsf ehaa travellers of an inferior 
g!N}iti8> aodiltffs.penetrationy can be foppofed 
to. do ia^double tiietime,. 

Sottftt after hk rotarn he took aiv hftAdfon»e 
hfOttfier^io Atderfgate-fheet* and ux»d<9rtook the 
ediisattsajof his filier'B^ tvoo fon^, upon a plft» 
ofr hisit own. In tbis> kind of' idioli^tc^' 
fuMtodft he continuedr fyme tkm^s b^t he wa^ 
0^1 Ckmoch imnfror^d^ i» aoadeiRitftl OtodjesK 
a& to flnodf asi indifbfent f^e^^tor* oP whatr 
v«a» aS^opoa>tb& pdbiio t!biM«F»'ol^ hi» oe^m- 

tty. . . ^ 

The nadoBfc^^afr- kt gfeat- fe pmo nfr m I<!'^■I% 
aiid the eiamoor againU" epif^^pecy" mi«Mti|^ 
v«cy. hi^h^ Mihon^ who diftovered^ bow iBoel« 
ittfefioF in ek>q«itne«»«nd l«ftr-ftjng the piarkaa 
teachers w«re* t0 ^e- biftiOi»«, eng^gcdf 
warmly, wiih the* fdf sibr i^ ftpport of the- 
i^mmon caufe, and exevei^ed* all the powep o^* 
which he was capable,' in endeavoiiriBg to- 
overthrow the pvel&tica? eft^HAtmem, andf 
accordingly publklted five tf«fts rejaang to 
chuBch governmem ; they wc!« alt printed at 
London, in quarto*. The ilfft was iwtided,. 
Reformation touchiing Chweh Difcipline ii» 
England, and the Can fee that' h^ve hiiherto 
hindered^ it: <wo books writli$|f»*te a friend. 
, Thefecond was of Practical Epifcopacy, and 

whethci; 
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whether it r^Siy b* deduced. fronir«afN>ftoiMab 
times, by virtM of thofe- ttlilinomtts which. aMi 
diiedged to that purpoCe in fome latr treatiio^s 
one whereof' goes ueder the nam^ of Jamtft- 
>U(ber acchhitt)K>p of Armagh. The third, 
was the Reafon of Chiuch Government uigjod 
agauift the pielaef,. by- Mr. John Miiumt im 
two- books. The foanh was^AniciadverJ&OMi 
itpofi the ReaiMiflnm's Defence agaanit Smecr 
tymnaus v <>r» ^ the title-page is in foneci»« 
pie«». an Apology for Smectymniias, with 
the Reason of Church Government*, by. John. 
MUtoni 

Inthe^war i643« Milton married the danghin 
ter of Ri«hafd FiawdU £%) of Forrrft- h^iL 
in QxfofdMike ;. v^hoi. not long after, obi)ikii>* 
ing leave ofi he? hcfliaBd to pi^ a vi^t to hen 
faSie; i|» the <tNiiiir^„ bat^ npon repcatedi 
meSkgcp to her» reft^ag to retnns, Milim 
-locmed difpoTed to marry another* and m 
1644 publifhed the do^rise and difciplaoe 
of divorce ; the judgment of Martin Bucec 
csoncerning. divorce, and the year foUowasgr 
his Tetrachordon and Colafterion. 

Mr. Philips obferves* and would havo hi» 
readers believe, that the reaibn of his wife's 
averfion to return to him, was the contrariety 
of their ftate-^priitciples. The lady htkmg 
educated in loyal notions, poffibly imagsned*. 
that if ever the regal power lliould fk^nriih 
again, her being connedled with a perfon io 
oonoxious to the king, weidd hart her fatlter's 
intereft -, this Mr. Flulip'^ allecl^ea, but, wiitb 
' fabmifiioa 
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fbbmiflion to his authority^ I diflent from his* 
opinion. Had ih^ been afraid of mariying a . 
man of Milton's principles, the reafon wa«' 
equally (Irong before as after marriage, and 
her father muft have feen it in that light. Bur 
fiom what caafe this a^eriion proceeded^- 
ihe was at laft prevailed upon by her rela*< 
tions, who could forefee the danger of a ma- 
^monial quarrel, to make a fubmiffion, and» 
fhe was again received with' tendeme(s. > 

About the year 1644 ocnr author wrote ai 
fmall piece in one fheet quarto, under this title, ' 
Education, to Mr. Samuel Hartly ; reprinted- 
at the end of his poems oh feveral occafions ^ 
and in the fame year he publifhed at London,* 
ifi quarto, his Arcopagitica, or a Speech of^ 
Mr. John Milton for the liberty of . unlicenfed* 
printing, to tlfe parliament of fing]»id. M 
1645 his juvenile poems were printed at Lon«' 
don, and about this time his 2eal for the re*- 
publican party had (o far recommended him,,« 
diat a deOgn was formed of making him ad-^ 
jfitant- general in Sir William Waller's army ^; 
but the new -modelling th« army proved an^ 
ebdruciion to that advancement. Soon after 
the march of Fairfax and Cromwell with the' 
whale army through the city, in order to, 
&pprefs the infurredion which Brown and 
Maifey were endeavouring to^ raife there, 
againil the army's proceedings, he left his 
great houfe in Barbican, for a fmaller in High- 
Holbom, where he profecuted his iludies till 
after the king's tryal and death, when he 

publifhed. 
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"fmbliihedhis tenure of King's and magidrates. 
His observations on the articles of peace, be« 
tweeh James earl of Ormond for king 
<^hj^les I. on the one hand, and the Iriik 
<rebels and papifts on the other hand ; and a 
letter fent by Ormond to colonel Jones govern 
fior <^ Dnbltn ^ and a reprefentation of the 
•Saotch prefbytry at B4fiift in Ireland. H^g, 
•was now admitted inthe fervice of the com* 
-raonwealth, and was made Latin fecretary to the 
'Council of ilate, who refolved neither to write 
nor receive letters but in the Latin tongue, 
-which was common to all flates. Thus we 
'have (een Miltan raiicd to the dignity of La- , 
•tin Secretary. It is fomewhat flrange, that in 
*^ times of general confufioh, wheii a man of 
parts has the faireft opportunity to play off- 
•bis abilities 'to advantage, that Milton did not 
rife iboner, nor to a greater elevation ; he. was 
'-employed bythofe in authority only as a wri- 
ter, which conferred 116 power upon him* 
'and kept him in a kind of obfcurity, who had 
from nature all that was proper for the field as 
well as the cabinet; for we are aiTured that 
Milton was a inan of confinned courage. In 
16'^ 1 our author publifhed his Pro Popuio An- 

flicano Defeniio, for which ht was rewarded 
y the commonwealth, with a prefent of a 
thoufand pounds, and had a confiderable 
hand in correding and polifiiing a piece writ- 
ten by his nephew, Mr. John Philips, and 
printed at London 1652, under this title^ 
JoannisPhilipyi Anglij&eiponfis ad Apoiogi- 

am 
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mn Anoftyani ci^asidAfD .Tenebrioob pm 
J&ege^ Populo AiiglicaQo.in&ikUfiwaii. Pm- 
-UBLg ike wriU9^-and pttbliibtfig of thisrWI>lit(» 
ihe loiged at one Thompian's^ M^Kt doer, xp 
Jtke .: Bai4-f]}ftad uvcrni at ^^jQlitff Mig-croTs ; .. bj9t 
Jbe foon removed ta a Oaidf n-hoaie an . P^^- 
France, next doorio lord Scadamom'sy^w^eiip 
>he remained from itap year i6^2 till witbia-^ 
iow^weeks of the.re»OfiaUon. In. this houfi^, 
«hts firil .wife dyin^ in cbiid-bi^ in iS^z^Jifi 
rjnarriiBd aibeond, Cathofiney the.d^nghler'^f 
.capiain Woodcock of Hackaeyj mho died.of 
^axonfamption in three months ajffef (he had 
Jbeen brooght to bed of a, d^pghier, Thia fe- 
.cond maTriage 'was about two or thre^ yQar$ 
after he had been whoUy^deprmdof bis 4ght; 
'for by^eaibn of his. continual ftudies* and the 
-head^ach, to which he was foisjeft from .«his 
,youth» and his perpetual tam^peripg:^ith:phy- 
.£c» his eyes had been decayed for .twelvie 
years before. In 1654 he p$ibliihed Usl)e» 
fenfioSeauida, and the. year foUowigg^his 
.Defeniio pro Se. 

BeiBg now»at eafe from \^is ftate uivexiM-' 
jies, and political controverfies, be h»d ;lei* 
fare again to. pK>fecute his own flvdiesy and 
private defigns, particularlv his hiftory of 
Britain* and his new The&uros..l.inqi^ La- 
tin ae,( according to the method of Robert 
Sceveos, the maauicript of which coetwed 
three large volumes folio, and has bfsen ;nade 
ufe of by the editors of the.Cambnc^e Dic- 
tionaryt |>rinted in quarto^ 1693k la i6c8 
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lie pubiiihed Sir Walter Raleigh's Cabinet 
Cbuhdl ; and in 1659 3 treatife of 
the dvii power in ecclefia^ical courts* 
and Confiderations toaching the likelieft 
'means to ^ remove hirelings out of the 
Church ; wherein are al(b diTcourfes of ty thes, 
<:hurch-fees, church- revenues, and whether 
'any maintenance of miniHers can be (ettled 
inlaw, Lond. 1659, in twelves. ^ 

Upon the difTolution of the parliament by 
the army, ^after Richard Cromwell had beeti 
^obliged to reflgn the prbte^^orflup, Milton wrote 
*a letter, in which he laid down -the model of 
« commonwealth ; not fuch as he jtijg^d the 
'bcfl:,'but what might be the readi^ff fettled at 
that thne, to prevent the reiloration of king* 
1y government and domeflic diforders lilfa 
more favourable feafon, and better difpofitions 
'for erecting a perfe^ democracy. He drew 
"up likewife-another piece to the fame purpoft, 
-which fedihs f o have been addreiTed to general 
Monk ; and he pubiiihed in February 1659, 
his ready and eafy way to eflablifh a free com- 
monwealth. Soon after this he publifhed his 
Brief Notes upoft a late Sermon, entitled. 
The Fear of God and the King, printed in 
quarto, Lond. i66o. 

Jift before the reftoration he was removed 
Trom his office of Latin Secretary, and con- 
^cealed himfelf till the a^ of oblivion was 
pubiiihed ; by the advice of his friends he ab- 
sconded till the event of public affairs fhould 
dif e£l' him what courfe to take, for this pur- 
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. pofe he retired to a friend's honfe in 6arthi>« 
lomew-clofe, near Weft-Smithfield, till tlic 
'^neral amnafty was declared. 

The ad of oblivion, fays Mr. Philipa, 
proving as favourable to liim^ as could be 
jioped or ej(pe6bed» through the interceflion o'f 
'fbme who flood his friends both in ceuncil 
^nd parliament, particularly in the houie of 
commons, Mr. Andrew Marvell, member for 
'Hull, and who has prefixed a copy of verfes 
before his Paradife Loft, and vigoroufly in his 
behalf, and made a coniiderable party for him, 
ib that together with John Goodwin of Cole^ 
man-ilreety he was only fo ^r excepted as not 
to bear any office in the commonwealth. Mr^ 
Richardfbn, in his life of Milton, Remarks, 
1>y meanj of Sir William Davenant who ob«- 
tainedhis'remiflion, in return of his own life, 
procured by Milton's intereft when himferf 
'was under condemnation. Anno 1650. A life 
-was owing to Milton (Davienant's) and it was 
paid nobly ; Milton's for Davenant's, at 
IDavenairt's interceflion. The management of 
the affair in the houfe^ whether by Bgnifying 
the king's defire, or otherwife, was, perhaps, 
\>y thofe gentlemen named. 

Milton, being fecured by his pardon, ap- 
peared again in public, and removed to Jewv 
in-ftreet, inhere he married his third wife^ 
Elizabeth, thedanghtero^Mr. Min'fliul ofChe- 
ihire, recommended to him by his friend Dr. 
Paget, to whom he was related, but he had 
xioch^drenby her: foon after the teftoratiodb 

iic 
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l^e was diered the place of Latin fhtr^sLry^ 
to the king, whkh, notwithftaktding the irt- 
portunkiesof his wife, hfe refufed : we are in- 
formed, that when his wife prcffed hiiti to 
comply with the times, and accept the king's 
offetA he made anfwer, ** You art in the 
light, my dear; you, as other women^ wodM 
ride in your coach ; for me, my aim is 
to live and die M* LuiilH m^n.** Soon ttf^t 
his marriage with his third wife, he removed 
to a hoafe in the ArtiHery-watk, leading to 
Bunhii(-fields, whtire he continued nil his 
tidkath, fexcept dmlng the pl^igue, ih 166 j, 
¥fhen he retired with his family to St. Giles 
Chaifent Buckinghamfhire, lit which tim6 his 
Paradife Loft was finiihed> though nbt p^- 
blifhed till. 1667. 

Mr. Richardfon has infbrmfed us, »* Ifhat 
%vheo Miflon di£iat<^d, he ilfbd to fit kai&ing 
IMckwardsoMquely in an eafy chair, with his 
tegs ftting Ovet the elbows of it ; that he fV*- 
^oently cOtttpofed lying a-bed in a morning, 
^od that when he could not fleep^ but lay 
awdke whole nights, ho tried, but not oDe 
▼er(b eoM he make ; at other times ilowedt 
cafy his unpremeditated verfe, with a certain 
tmp^fos,^ as himfclf ufed to believe ; then, 
m whftt hour foerer, he rung for his daughti^r 
to (^cure what came. I hjfve be^n alfo told, 
i»t would didlate matly, perhaps forty lines iti 
« bre^h, and then redoce ihem to half the 
<iuii*bcsr.'^ 

Vol, VI. G I would 
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I would not omit, fays Mr. Richard foA, 
tbe leail circomAance, thcfe indeed are trifles, 
but even fuch contract a fort of greatnefs, 
when related to what is great. After the 
work was ready for the prefs, it wa$ near be^ 
Ing fapprefTed by the ignorance, or malice of 
the licenferi who, among other trivial ob- 
jedions, imagined there was trcafon in that 
noble finile, b. i. v. 594. 

■ I" As when the fun new^rifen 

Looks through the horizontal mifty air, 
£hom of his beams ; or from behind themoon^ 
In dim eclipfe, difa^rous twilight iheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. 

The ignorance of this licenfer, in obje^ng 
to this noble iimile, has indeed perpetnat^ 
his nainey but it is with no advantage; be, 
no doabty imagined, that " Perplexes, mo- 
narchs,'' was levelled againft the reigning 
prince, which is, perhaps, the higheft fimile 
in our language i how ridiculoouy will peo- 
ple talk who are blinded by prejudice, or heat- 
ed by party. Bat, to return : 

After Milton had finiihed this noble work 
of genius, which does honour to human na- 
ture, he difpofed of it to a bookieiler, for the 
fmall price of fifteen pounds ; under fuch pre- 
judice did he then labour, and the payment 
of die ifteen pounds was to depend apon the 

iale 
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fale of two nnmerous impreffions. This en* 
gagcmeat with his bookfeller proves him ex- 
tremely ignorant of that fort of bufinefs, for 
he might be well afTured, that if two iFipref" 
fsons (oldy a great deal of money mad be re- 
tarned> and how be could difpofe of it thus 
conditionally for fifteen ponnds, appears 
ilrange 1 bat while it pi:oves Milton's igno- 
rance, or inattention about his intereft in this 
affair, it» at the fame time, demondrates the 
bookieller's honefty ; for he could not be ig- 
norant what money would be got by two nu« 
merous editions. 

After this great work was publiflied, how-^ 
ever, it lay lome time in obfcurity, and had 
the bookfeller advanced the fum flipulated». 
he would have had reafon to repent of his bar« 
gain. 

it was generally reported, that the late lord 
$om^ iiril gave Paradife Loft a reputation ; 
but Mr. Richardfon obferves, that ; it was 
known and efteemed long before there waS' 
fuch a man as lord Vomers, as appears by a 
pompous edition of it, printed by -fubfcrip- 
fcription in i^SSy where, amongft the liii of 
fubicribers, are the names of lord Doriet. 
Waller, Dryden, Sir Robert Howard, Duke,^ 
Creech, Flatman, Dr. Aldrick, Mr. Atterbu. 
ry. Sir Roger L'Eflrange, lord Somers, then 
only John Somers, £fq; Mr. Richardfon fur- 
ther informs us, that he was told by Sir George 
Hungerford, an ancient men\ber of parlia- 
ment, that Sir John Denham came into the 
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hovfe one morning with a (beet of Pamdlfir 
Loft, wet horn the prefs, in his hand, and 
being aiked what he was reading? he an* 
fwered, part of the nobleft poem that ever' 
was wrirtea in any langcage, or in any age; 
however, it is certain that the book was not 
known till about two years after, when the carl 
of Dorfet recommended it, as appears by the 
Allowing (lory, -related to ^9r. Richardfon, by 
jyr. Tancred Rdbinibn, an eminent pbv^ciaa 
371 London, who was informed by SirTleet- 
wood Shepherd^ ** That the ear], in compa- 
ny with "^ that gentleman, looking over fome 
books in Little-Britain, met with Paradiie 
Loft ; and being furprifed with fome paftaees 
in turning it over, bought it. The bookieUer 
•defired his lord&ip to fpeak in its £ivour, 
iince he liked it, as the imprefticm lay on his 
hands as wafte paper. The earl having read 
the poem, ieat it to Mr. Dryden, who, in a 
fhort time* returned it, with this anfwer: 
^* This man cats as all, and the ancients too.'* 

Criticks have differed as to the fource from 
which oQi^ author drew the firft hiat of writing 
Paradifd Loft ; Peck conjeteres diat it was 
from a celebrated Spanifti romance called Gik^ 
zinan, and Dr. Zachary Pearce, now bi(hop 
of Bangor, has alkdged, that h^ took the firft 
hint of It from an Italian tragedy, called, U 
Paradifo Ferfo, flill extant, and printed many 
years before he entered on his dengn. 

Mr. Lauder, in his Eflay on Milton's Life 
^jindltntitatioAof theModenia^ has infiauated, 

that 
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Aflt MBton's Mt kint of Paradife Loft, was 
taken from a. tragedy c^ the cekbraned Gro- 
tius, called Afkmii» Exel« and that Milto&i 
hsLs. not tlK>Qght it beneath him to tranrplaii« 
ibose of that amher^s l)(eaiities into his noble 
work, as well as fome other ftowerf culled 
Irom the gsffdena of inferior geniufes ; but- 
by an elegance of ast, and force of nal»r^ 
pecdiar to him, he has drawn the admiration 
.of the world vpon pafiages, wfaich^ in theia* 
original authors, flood negle&ed and oadif- 
tinguiflicd. If at any ttifte he has adopted » 
lentiment of a cotemporary poet,, it dcierves 
another name ^an plagiary ;■ for, as Garths 
•expreiies it in the cafe of Dryden, who was 
ch^r^cd with plagiary, that,, like ladtes^ of 
^tiaht|^ who bexrow beggars child een^ it is<m« 
Ify to doth theor the Imtter, and we know no^ 
higher compMrnent coald haiw^been paid to" 
thefe moderns, than that of Milton's doio^: 
them die honottc tm pernfe them, for, Uke a^ 
prince'a accepting a pieieot &om a fnbjcdf*- 
the glory is refiedted on him who offers the 
gift, not cm the monarch who aecepts^it. 

In the year 1670, oof amhor publiOied at 
^.LondoQ, in qsarto, his Hiftory of Britaifl». 
chat part especially, nom called England, from^ 
the firlK traditional beginning, coniinued to*^ 
to the Norman conqaeft, colie^led oat of the^ 
ancienteii and belir authors thereof.- It ia re- 
printed in the £rft Vokme of Dr: ThenetV' 
eompleat Hiftoi^ of England • Mr.,Toland'; 
mJw Lift of Milton, page 4^^ obferv^s, that 
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we have not this hif^ory aft it came out of tizs 
hands, for the liceafers , thefe fworn officers 
to deilroy learnings liberty, and good fenfe, 
expunged ieveral parages of it, v^herein he 
had expoied the ftiperltition, pride, and cnn- 
hing of the popiih monks in the Saxon times, 
h\it applied by the fagacious Hcenfers to 
Charles II.'s biihops. In 1681, a confidera- 
ble parage, which had been fuppr€^e4 in th^ 
-publication of this hiftory, was printed at 
London in quarto, under this title : Mr. Joba 
A^ilton's Charaftfr of the Long Parliament 
and Ailembty of Divines in 1651, omitted in 
his other Works, and never before printed, 
Jt is reported, and from the foregoing charac-- 
ter it appears probable, that Mr. Milton had 
ient moft of his p6r(bnal effate upon the po* 
l>lic faith, M'hich when he ibmewhat eameft- 
Jy i^xeS&i' to have reftored, after long and 
chargeable attendance, met with very (harp 
/ebukes ; . upon which, at laft, defpairing of 
.any fucccfs in this affair, he was forced to re- 
turn from them poor and friendlefs, having 
fpent all his money, and wearied all thofe who 
had efpoofed his cauie, and he had not, pro- 
bably, mended his circumilances in thofe days» 
tut by performing fuch fervice for them, as 
Afterwards he did,, for which fcarce any thing 
•would appear too great. ^ 

In 167 1 he published at London,' In of^avo, 
Paradife Regained, a poem in four books, to 
which is added, Sampfon Agoniftes : ther« 
is not a ilronger proof of human weaknefs, 

th«p 
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tlian Milton's preferring this poem of Para^ 
(Hie Regmned, to Paradife Lofl» and it is a 
natural and jaU obiervation, that the Mefilah 
in Paradife Regained, with all his meeknefs, 
unafFe^ed dignity, and cic.ir reafoning, makes 
iiut fo great a figure, as when in the Paradife 
Loft he appears cioathed in the terrors of Al- 
mighty vengeance, wielding the .thunder of 
heaven, and riding along the fky in the cha- 
riot of power, drawn, as Mifton greatly ex- 
prelles it, *' With four Cherubic (hapes ; when 
becomes dreft in awful majefty, and hurls the 
apoftatef fpirits headlong into the fiery gulf of 
bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell in ad;i- 
niantine chains and penal fire, who durfi; defy 
the Omnipotent to arms." Dr\ Newton has 
difiented from the general opinion, concerninj^ 
Paradife Regained : •* Certainly," fays he,. 
*•- it is very worthy of the author, and contrary 
to what Mr. Toland Relates. Milton may b« 
(een in Paradife Regained, as well as in Paradife 
Loft ; if it is inferior in poetry, I know not 
whether it is inferior in fentiment ; if it is Icfs 
defcriptive, it is more argumentative; if it 
does not fometime& rife fo high, neither dees 
it ever fmk below ; and it has not met with 
the approbation itdeferves, only becaufe it has 
not been more read and confidered. His fubjedi' 
indeed is confined, and he has a narrow founda** 
tion to build upon, but he has raifed as noble a 
fuperilrudureasfach little room, and fuch fcanty 
materials would allow. The great beauty of it 
is ihecontraft between the two charaAers of the 

G4 tempter 
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tempter and our Saviour j the aetfirl Co^gk^y^ 
a ad fpecious infinaations of tl^e on^» ttfi^^i^ 
by the drong {enfe, and manly eloquenq^ ef 
the other.'* 

The £r(l thought of Paradife Regaitusd was 
owing to Elwood the quaker, '£^s he himfelf 
relates .the occaiion, in the Hillory of his 0W9 
Life. When Milton had lent him th« maiHI* 
fcript of Paridife Loll at St. Giles Ch^lfont* 
and he returned it, Milton aiked him how h^ 
liked it, and what he thought of it ; ** which 
I modeflly and freely told him (fays £lvM)od) 
and after Tome further difcourfe about it» I 
pleafantly faid to him. Thou haft faid much of 
Paradife lofl, bat what haft thou to f^y of a 
Paradiie found? He made no anfwer, but- 
fat fome time in a mufe, tl^en biFokf off thai 
-df(€ouf(#y and fell upon a»^her fubjeS,'" 
When Elwood afterwards waited i^mn hiai> 
in London^ Miltoa ih^wed him lu» ?-a^ 
radife Regained^ and in a pl«j^nt sooj^ fai4 ^ 
him, ** this is owing to yoq, fqjr yoa pul H 
into my head, by thequeftion you put tc^me: at 
Chalfonty which before I had not thought, 
of." 

In the year 1672, he publiflied bis Actia; 
Logicae plenior Inftitutio ad Rami methodum«. 
concinnata, London in o6lavo ; aod in 16^3, • 
a difcourfe intitled, Of true Religon, Herefy, 
Schifm, Toleration, and what belt mieans may 
beufed againft the grovyth i>f Popery, Lpndoa 
in quarto. He publifhed likewiie« the fame 
year, Poems>. &t. ^n federal O^^^Qs, both 

Engliih 



EngUfiiand L«ttn, compofed at feveral times,^ 
with a fmall . Traftate of Education to Mr. . 
H^tftlib^ London inodiavo. In 1674116 pu- 
blifh^d' his-Epii^larum familiariuni^ lib. i. & 
Roluflones quaedam Gratoria. . in Collegia . 
ChriMhabitae,- .London, in oflavo, and in the 
^meyear in q^rt<>, A Declaration of the Let;- 
ters Patent of the King of Poland, John ITt , 
eleded on the twentji-fecoud of May, anna 
dom, i6f/^y now faithfally tranilated from the 
Latin Copy. 

Mt. Wood' telfe as, that Milton was thonght^ 
to be the author of a piece called The Grand; 
Cafe of Confcience ; concermng the Engage- 
ment ftatcd and rcibl?ed ; or a fhi6l Survey 
©f the Solemn Leaguq aad Covenant, in refe- 
rence to the preicnt engagen»ent ; but others 
are of opinion that the nile and manner of/ 
writing' do not tn the.leaft favour that fuppa-~ 
fitioD. His State letters were printed at Lon- 
don in iS-jSj in twelves, and tranflated into 
Biiglift,. and, printed* in 1694, as his Brief 
Mlftpry of Muftovy, and of other lefs-knowli- 
ebttntries, lying eaflward of Ruifia, as far t^> 
Cathay, printedin 1682, in oftavx). His Hif^ 
toricali Poetical, and Mifcell'anbbus worli^ 
were printed in three volames folio, in ^698,. 
at London, though Amfterdam is mentioned 
in the ritlc-pagc with the life of the author,/ 
hy Mr. Toland; hat the moft compleat and; 
^gant editicm oiP his profe works was print* 
«d in two volumes in folio, at London, in 
1738, hy^lfce reverend Mr, Birch, nowfecre- 

G. 5 tary. 
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tary to the rajsal (bciety» with «a apipeodi-x 
concerning two difTertaiions, the iirll concern* 
ing the author of the EIKHKBASIAJKH, the 
portraiture of his facred majefly in his folU 
tude and fufferings ; and the prayer of Fame* 
la fubjoined to feveral editions of that book ; 
the fecond concerning the commidion faid to 
be given by king Charles I. ifi 1641, to the 
Imh papiftsy for taking up arms againft the 
proteilants in Ireland. In this edition the (e^ 
veral pieces are diipofed according to the or« 
der in which they were printed, with the ad- 
dition of a Latin tra£ly omitted by Mr. To^ 
land, concerning the reafons of the war with 
Spain in 1655^ and feveral pages in the hif- 
tory of Great Britain, expunged by the li^ 
cenfers of the prefs, and not to be met with in 
any farmer impreflions. It perhaps is not my 
province to make any remarks upon the 
two grand difputations, that have fubfiiled 
between the friends and enemies of Charles h 
• about the author of the Baftlike, and the com* 
Imiiiion granted to the Iriih papiAs ; 21& to the 
11^0, the reader, if he pleafes, may conlult the 
Life ofLorii Brohill, in Which he will £nd the 
,inyil<3ry of iniquity difclofed^ and Charles en* 
uxtly freed from the leaft appearance of being 
concerned in granting fo execraUe a commit 
&>n ; the forgery i&\ there fully related, and 
there is all the. evidence the nature of the thing 
will admit of, that the king's memory haft 
been injpred by ib bafe an imputation. As 
tathefiifti itisfomewhat di^cult to deter- 

nuncj: 
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silne, whether his majefty was oc was 
not the author of thoTe ]mous medxta-i 
tioiks ', Mr. Birch has fummed up the evi- 
deace on both fides ; we (hall not taeke upon- 
Qs to determine, on which it preponderates ; 
-k will be proper here to obferve, the chief 
evidence- againil the king in. this contention, 
is Dr. Gauden, bifbop of Exeter, who daimed 
that book as his, and who, in his letters to the 
carl of Clarendon, yalaes himfelf upon it, and 
becomes troublefomely foUicitoas for prefer- 
ment on that account ; he likewiie told the 
two princes that the Bafilike was not written 
by their father, but by him ; now 'one thing 
-is clear, that Gaiaden was. altogether without 
parts ; his Life of Hooker, which is the only 
genuine and iadiiputed woark of his, (hews 
hhil a man of no extent of thinking, his Afle 
is loofe, and negligently fiorid, which is dia- 
metrically oppofite to that of tbefe medita-^ 
tions. 

Another circumllance much invalidates his 
cvic^nce, and diminiihes Jijs reputation for 
iioneiiy* After he had, for a coniiderable 
time^ profeifed himfelf a Proteftant, and beien 
in pofi^on of an Engliih biihopric, and dif-« 
covered an ardent deiire of rifmg in. the churchy, 
notwithftanding this, he declaj:«d himfelf, at 
his death, a Papift 5 and, upon the evidence 
offucha man, none can determine a point 
in difpatation; for he who durf): thus violate 
hk con&icn^, by the bafeft hypocrify, will 

G 6 fureif 
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fimly-auikfi^ oo gceat fcruple txk tiadtic^ tlie 
Bioaor^ of hh {(vmmgiu 

Id & work of Mihonfs caHed Icon. 0(dftAea» 
or» The Imagp^t HcokicB, he ukcs ocea4o» 
to cka^ tlM kingr with borr<»iiii^ a pra^or 
ffiOflft Sav Philip Sftdoey^a Arcadia* aikl piacmg 
itia hi* MadkatioM wtkoat ackiumkK^iiig 
thft! fayxmr. 

; Sooa after the fenlmiee of the Kepadee had 
been put iiL eaceimtioRy thtfe MectitatiDm wetre 
pt^4ed;. amitf aa'AmhoafTy b]? fiiewtttg the 
body, of murdoscd Gaefar, excited the eoiii|Mift> 
fion o£m]iltiMl«s» ajid railed thdr iadig^ttini 
i^nfb the encmiea. of that lilyiArioas IUimaft» 
fo thfife MeditatioxMthad much' the feme efieft 
ifk England. . 

The Preihyterians loodjy exclaiined agaiaft 
ihe tnurdf r of tke king : thef ai2<arted» that 
his pttr£bn wa8> facred, and fpriling hU bk>od 
iipoB a.fcafibki was a ftasn upon, the £agliih 
annalsy which the lateft time could not obM*- 
^erate. 

Thefe tragical conphdBts gaining ground* ' 
and:the fmy which was lately .e^ecraiied againft 
hiABiajefty, fubfidinginto a tenderfleft for his 
memocy, heightened by die conikietaticm of 
bis i^ty, which thefe medilationa ferved to 
revive^ it was thought proper, in ecder to^ap^ 
peafe the rainds of the pc;0()le» that an anfwer 
Jhoukl be wrote to them . In thii taflt Mihoo 
engaged* and proiecoled it with v^NNtr ; but 
the ino& e^ufiafik admirer o£ wt poet^ 

upon 
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i||i0n rQa4if)g it». wiU not fsM to difcover a 
fpirit of bittei-nefsy an ak of peevifhoeTs and 
i/^ntwMnt, w ran libipugk the whole. 

Miltan k%$ been emerged with int^poIatiBg 
the prayei eS P^tnfii^ into die king's Medita^ 
tb^H hy the ftftftixtCQ of Bradftiw» who ladd 
his cQinmatida ufon, thd ^hckW ^ to do^ t9 
i)]aft tb« r<|Mtfatt«» of the king's book, 

I>r, Newtoa k of c^iaioii that this faft is 
DPI well ftppoytrd$ for it is related chiefly o« 
the afuheivty of Heaiy Hillsy die.printer, wh0 
had frequently affirmed it 10 Dr. Gill and Dr. 
'Bmnam^i, Ua phyfieiasisv aft th^ iheftifelire* 
hsu^ tfl^itel; buit> diough tfiUi wai Grom-» 
welP^ pmter^ yet afterwards he turned papiiH 
in the rei^o of htng Jajnet U. in oisier to be 
that king's pijwaner; a«dit waa al thftttime he 
ufed t9 rotate this ftory ; (b that little credit Is 
due tQ hia t^ioiony. It is aimoft itnpoffiblf 
to^believ0 MiUov ^pableof fiichdifiegenuous 
n^^oae^f to ferve ib kri a pt>f poTe; and there 
is as little reaigo for i:{mg it np^n hliQ,. as. he 
had to tradace the king for profaning the 
dut^of prayer with the ppllmed traft of ro- 
mamies ; fbiv in the beft booka of df vetkmr 
there w not many finer prayers ; and the 
king might as lawfully borrow and apply it to 
hisewii putpofey a« die apoftle e^ht make 
.^9atflitio»s from heathen poems and plays; 
and it became Milton* theleaftofall men, to 
b^tig iheb an accufetion againil the king, as 
1^ waa parQcidar^ ftn^d ofMttdiQg romaocelf 

and 
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and has made uie of them in (bme of the beft; 
and lateft of bis writings. 

There have been varioas conjedlares con- 
cerning the caufe that produced in Milton fo 
great an averfion to Charles I. One is, that^ 
'when Milton flood candidate for a profeflbr- 
ihip at Cambridge, with his much tAe^med 
friend 'Mr. King, their intereA and qualifica- 
tions were equal ; upon which his majefty was 
required by his nomination to fix the profeA 
for. His anfwer was, ** Let the beft natured 
Irian have it.'' To which they who heard 
him, immediately re[^ied, *< Then we are 
certain it cannot ' be Miitoti*8, who was ever 
remarkable for a ftern ungovernable man«" 

Whether this conjecture is abfolutely true^ 
we cannot determine ; bat, a« it is not with- 
out probability, it has a right to be believed 
till a more fatisfadbory one can be given. 

Milton's charader, as a poet^ -was never 
better pourtrayed than in an epigram under hia 
pidlure written by Mr. Dryden : 

Three poets, in three diftant ages bornv 
Greece, Italy, and England, did adorn. 
The firft, in loftinefs of thought furpafs'd f 
1'he next, in majefty ; in both the laft : 
The force of Nature could no funher go. 
To make a third, flie join'd the former tw(K 

This great man died at his houfe at Bunt- 
loll on the fifteenth of November, 1674^ and 

was. 
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^as interred, near the body of his father, ia 
the chancel of the church of St. Giles, Crip« 
plegate. 

By his fird wife he had four children, a foa 
9ind three daughters. The daughter furvived 
the father. Anne married a mafler-builder, 
and died in child-bed of her £rft child» which 
died -with her ; Mary lived iingle ; Deborah 
left her father when (he was young, and went 
over to Ireland with a lady, and came to Eng- 
land again during the troubles of Ireland un- 
der king James 11. She married Mr. Abraham 
Clark^ a weaver in Spittlefields ; and died on 
the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 1727, in the 
feventy-fixth year of her age. She had ten 
children ; viz* feven ions and three daugh- 
ters ; but none of them had any children, ex- 
ceptoneof her fons, named. Caleb ; and the 
youngeft daughter, whofe name is Elizabeth. 
Caleb went over to Fort St. George, in the 
Eafl-fndies, where he married and had two 
fons, Abraham and Ifaac. Of thofe, Abra- 
ham, the elder, came to England with gover- 
nor Harrifon, but returned again upon ad- 
vice of his father's death ; and, whether he 
or his brother be now living is uncertain* 
. Elizabeth, the youngefi child of Deborah, 
married Mr. Thomas Fofter, a weaver, and 
lives now in ,Hog-lane, Shpreditch, for whom, 
Comus was performed at Drury-Lane, and 
. produced her a great benefit. She has had 
tsxen phildren, three Tons and four daughtecs, 

who 
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who are ^1 now dead. This Mrs. Foftei" is a 
plain decent looking woman. 

Mr. John Ward, fellow of the royal-focfcty, 
and paofeiibr of rhetoric in Grefham> college^ 
London, faw the above Mrs. Clark, MiltOD'a 
daughter, at the houfe of one of her relations^, 
not long before her death ; " when (he in- 
formed rae," fays that gentleman, ** that Ibe- 
and her fillers ufed to read to their father m 
eight languages; which, by practice, they 
were capable of doing with great readine&- 
and accuracy, though they nhderftood no lan- 
guage but Englifit ; and their Hither ofed 
often to iay in their he^kig, one tongtie was^ 
enough for a woman. 

" None of them were ever fent to fchooly 
•but all taught at home by a miftre^ kept for 
that pui^oie. Ifkiah, Homer, and- Ovid's 
Metamorphofer, were books whidt they were- 
often oatled to read to their father i and, siC 
my defire, fhe repeated a great- number of 
verfes from- the beginning of both thefe poets, 
with gf*eat readinefs. F knew who fhe was 
-upon the firft ilghfrof her, by the fimSitade of- 
loer countenance with her father's pidure ; and* 
upon my telling her fo,. fhe informed m^, that 
Mr. Adklifon told her the fame thing, qn her 
going to wak on him ; for he, Qn hearing fte 
was living, fbit for her, and defir^^ if fhe 
bad any papers of her father's^ ihe would- 
. bring them with her^ ta an evidence of htr 
( being Mihea^s daughter; bat immediate^ on 
L . her. 
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her beifij^ iotrodvced to hittx he ^id* ' M^- 
^aiD, ypu ne«d no other voucher;' your •face 
is a fufiicient teflimonial whofe daughter you, 
9re :' and he then made her a handlome pre- 
ient of a purfe of guineas, with a promife o{ 
procuring her an annual proWfion for life ; but 
lie dying Toon after, (he loft the benefit of hia 
generous defigR. She appeared to be a wom^n 
of good fenfe and genteel behaviour, and to 
bear the inconvenienees of a low fortune with, 
decency and prudence." 

Her late majefty, queen Caroline, fent hef 
fifty pounds, and ihe' received prefents of mo* 
ney from feveral geAtlemen not long before her. 
death. 

. Miltoii ha4 9k brother, Mr. Chriftopher 
Milton, who was knighted, and made one of 
tbe^ hascSA c( the £x£hs§ixi^, in ti^ reign of 
fciog i^mt^ll. but be dees not appear td 
hav« heeiv a smq of any abtlitijes ; at beafl, if 
bs hsA a^np th»y are loft. M pofterity' in thf 
fofireof hi& brother's. 

ITbere is now alive a grand-daughter of 
Ah ChrlAopher Miltot, who is married to 
^ne Mr. George LooJsLup, advocate at £dtn« 
burgh, remafkahle for his knowledge of thei 
Hebrew tongue. The lady, fay^Theo. Gibber, 
whom I have often feen, is extremely corpulentft 
hse^ in her*yoiith been very handibme, and is not 
deftittt^ of poetical genius. She has wrttteb fa* 
veral copies of verfes, published in the Edini^ 
burgh Magaaines; and her face bears fume 
i^femblance K) the pifiucc of Miiton.. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wood, and after hiin Mr. Featon, faay 
given us the following defcription of Mil« « ' 
ton's perfoB. 

" He was of a moderate fize, well pr»- I 

portioned, and of a ruddy complexion, light j 

brown hair', and bad handibroe features ; yet ^ 

bis eyes were none of the quickeft: When he 
was a fiodent at Cambridge, he wa: Co fair 
and clear, that many called him the lady of 
Chriil's college. His deportment was afFable» 
and his gait eredt and manly, beipeaking 
courage and undauntcdnefs. While he had 
his fight, he wore a fword, and was well 
ikilled in ufing it. He had a delicate tunea ^ 
ble voice, an excellent ear, coul)d play on the 
organ, and bear a part in vocal and inftra- 
mental mufic." - 

The great learning and genius of Mihon^ 
have, fcarce raifed him pore admirers^ than | 

the part he aded upon the political ftige hatb 
procured him i;nemies. He was in his incH^ 
nation a thorough republican ; and in this he 
thought like a Greek or a Roman, as he was 
very converfant with their writings : and one 
day. Sir Robert Howard, who was a friend of 
Milton's, and a well wiiber to the liberty of 
his country, aiked him. How he oaoie to fide , 

with the Republicans ? Milton anfwered, 
among other things, ** Becaufe theirs was ihe 
fldofl frugal government; for the trappings of 
a monarcliy might fet up an ordinary con»» 
monweahh.'' But then his attachment to 
Cromwell mull be condemned, as being net« 

ihcr 
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tber coniiftent with his republican principles, 
nor with his love of liberty. It may be rea-> 
^(bnably prefumed, that he was far from ap« 
proving of Cromwell's proceeding; but con- 
fidered him as the only perfon who could ref- 
cue the nation from the tyranny of the Prefty- 
terianS) wbo> he faw, was about to ere£l a 
worfe dominion of their own upon the ruin^ 
cf prelatfcal epifcopacy j for, if experience 
may be allowed to teach us, the pre(hy terian 
government carries in it more of eccleiiaftical 
authority, and approaches more to the thunder 
of the Vatican, than any other government 
under the fun. 

- Milton was an enemy to fpiritual {lavery, 
ie thought the chains thrown upon the mind 
were the lead tolerable ; and, in order t<i 
ftake the pillars of mental ufurpation, hQ 
clofed with Cromwell and the Independants, 
as he expected tinder them a greater liberty of 
^nicience. In matters of religion too. Mil- 
ion has like wife given great offence, but infi? 
4eh have no reaibn to glory. No fuch man 
WAS ever amongfl them. He was perfuaded of 
Xhe. truth of the Chridiaq religion ; he dudied 
;|nd admired the holy fcriptijires, and, in all 
his writings, he plainly diicpvers a religious 
^urn of mind. 

When he wrote ^he Dodlrine and Difciplio^ 
of Divorce, he appears to have been a Calvi* 
i^id ; b^t afterwards he entertained a more fa« 
vourable opinion of Arminius. So|ne havoi 
thought that h^ was »n Arian, but there are 

more 
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more ex{)refs p^flages in his works to ever^ 
throw tlus opinion^ thaA any Hi«re are to eoo«-^ 
fism it ; for, in th« conclufion of his treatiib 
•n Reformation, he thus ibkmnly invokes the 
Trinity : 

** Thou therefore that fitteft in light and 
glory unapproachable, parent of angels and of 
aen ! next Thee I implore,, omsipotent king^ 
ledeemer of thaft loft remnant, whoie natur^t 
Thoa didft affiune, inefiable and everlafting* 
love ! and Thee the third Aibfiftence of the 
Divine Infinitude, illumbating ^irit^ the joy> 
and folace pf created things I One Tri-per(bna^ 
Godhead." 

. In the latter part of his lift he was not a 
frofefftd member of any partkular feA of 
OhfUlians j he frequented no pubHc worfhip^* 
f*or ufed any rfeligtOBs rites in his family. He 
i^as an enemy to all kind» of form, and; 
thoiighf that all Chriftians had, in ibme^. 
. tWngs^ corrupted the fimplicity and giurity of^ 
the Geffd. He believed that inward religion^. 
was the bell, and that public communion had 
more of (hew in it, than any tendency to pro^ 
mote- genuine piety and unafFe^d goodnefs*. 
The cipcumihinccs of onr author were never 
very mean- nor very aifiuent ; he lived above 
want, and was content with competency. Hi9 .. 
fether ftipported him during his travels*. When 
he was appointed Latin fecretary, his falary. 
amounted to two hundred pounds per annum ; . 
and, though he was of the victorious party, 
y^t he was far fiom ftartng the fpotis of hia^ 

country. 
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' conntry. On tSie contrary^ as we learn jFrom 
his Second Defence, he fuftained great lofies 
cr during the civil- war, and was not at all fa« ' 
voured in the impoiicion of taxes, but fame* 
times paid beyond his due proportion : and* 
upon the turn of affairs, he was not only 
^ ileprived of his place, but alfo loll two thou** 

fand pounds which he had for iecurity put into 
the Excife>o£ce. 

In the fire of London, his houfe in Bread- 
ftreet was burned ; *' before which accident, 
foreigners have gone, oat of devotion,'' fays 
Wood, *' to fee the hoafe and chamber where 
he was bom," 

Some time before he died, he fold the 
greateft part of his library, as his heirs were 
Aot qualified to make a proper ufe of it^ and 
as he thought he could aifpofe of i( to greater 
advantage than they could after his death. 

•* He died," fays Dr. Newton, «« by one 
means or other, worth one thoufand five hun* 
^red pounds, befides his hoofhold-eoods, which 
was no incompetent fubfiftence tor him who ' 
was as great a philofopher as a poet." 

Milton (eems not to have been very happy 
in his marriages. His firfl wife offended him 
hy her elopement : the fecond, whofe love« 
fweetnefs, and delicacy he celebrates, lived 
Aot atwelvenK>nth with him: and his third was 
iaid to be a woman of a moil violent fpirit, 
and a fevere ilep- mother to his children^ 
^' She died," fays Dr. Newton, " very old> 
at Nantwich, in Cheibire ; andj from the ac- 
counts 
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toants of tkoie who had feen her, I have 
learned that ihe confirmed feverai things re- 
laced before ; and, particularly, that her haiW 
band uied to compofe his poetfy chiefly id the 
winter; and, on his waking on a morning, 
woald make her write down twenty or thirty 
verfes. Being afked. Whether he did not 
often read Homer and Vifgil, fhe underflood 
it as an imputation upon him for Healing frond 
thefe authors V and anfwered, with eageme(s, 
that he dole from nobody but the mufe that 
infpired him : and being afked by a lady pre- 
fent who the mufe was, fhe anfwered, * It 
was God's grace and holy fpirit that vifited 
him nightly.' She waslikewife afked, whom 
he approved moft of our Englifh poets ; -and 
anfwered, * Spenfer, Shakefpear, and Cow- 
ley:' and being; afked, what he thought of 
Dryden ; fhe faid, * Dryden ufed fometimes to 
vifit him ; but he thought him no poet, but a 
good rhimefl." 

The reader will be pleafcd to obferve, that 
this cenfure of Milton's was before Dryden had 
made any great appearance in poetry, or com- 
pofed thofe immortal works of genius which 
have raifed eternal monuments^ to him, and 
carried his name to every country where poe- 
try and taile are known. Some have thought 
that Dryden's genius was even fuperior to 
Milton's ; that the latter chiefly fhines but in 
one kind of poetry ; his thoughts are fublime, 
and his language noble ; but in what kind of 
writing has not Dryden been diilinguifted ? 

'? He 



J O H N M I L T O N. 14? 

** Ha is in tvery thing excellent,** fays Con- 
grpl^; *' and he has attempted nothine; in 
^nich he has not 16 facceeded as to be entitled 
to the firfl reputation from it." 

Is it to be fuppofed, that Milton wa? go^ 
verned by fo mean a principle as envy, in his 
thuscenfurihg Dryden? It is more natural to 
imagine, that, as he was himfelf no friend to 
rhime; and finding Dryden in his tsrlyage 
peculia/Iy happy in the faculty of rhiming, 
without having thrown out any thoughts which 
were in themfelves diftinguiihedly great, Mil* 
ton might, without the imputation of ill- na- 
ture, charadtcriTe Dryden, as we have already 
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The life o» 

James Usher. 

THIS great pcrfon, whofe life we timv 
recite, was born in the city of Dabin, 
the metropolis of Ireland, upon the foarteemh 
dfty of January, anno domini 1^80. His fa- 
ther, Mr. Arnold Ufher, one of the fix clerks 
«f chancery (and of good reptite for his pru- 
dence and integrity) w^s «f the ancient family 
• of the Ufhers, alias Nevils, whofe anceftor 
(uflier to king John) coming over with hiiH 
into Ireland, and fettling theVe, changed the 
name of his family into that of his office (as 
was ufual in that age) his defcendants having 
iince branched into fevefai'&milies about Dub- 
lin, and for divers aees bore the mod confider- 
able offices in and about that city. 

His mother was Margaret, daughter of 
James Stanihurft/ who was of confiderable 
note in her time, being chofen fpeaker of the 
honourable houfe of commons in three parlia- 
inent» ^ and*was recorder of the city of Dub- 
lin, and one of the mafters of chancery ; and, 
that whick. ought always to be mentioned to 
his honour^ be was the firft mover, in the lafl 
of the thf^e parliaments, of queen Elizabeth, 
for th^ .founding and endowing of a college 
^ and 



^' j^icnM-t^rwn' u^ru/r. 
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and uniirerfity at Babliii; which was foon 
after tx>ni«ntai to by her m^jeHy ; and, being 
|>erfe^d, hath ever £fice contintied a famous 
narTery for learning and good manners. 

His unde, bythe father's fide, 'was Henry 
Uiher, fometime archbilhop of Armagh, a 
wife and learned prelate. His uncle, by the 
inother's fide, was Hicfeaixi Stanihuri(» a 
learned man, of the FWiiCh perfaafioiiy an 
excellent hiftorian, philofopher, and poet, as 
appears by feveral of his works ^ill extant ; 
thongh hmt of them, for that rea^, written 
againU his nephew ; yet, notwithilanding 
their diiference in judgment, they had fi^equent 
correfpondences by letters. 

He often mentioned two of his aunts, who 
were blind from their cradle, and fo continued 
to their deaths, and yet were blsiied with 
admirable underdandings and infpedion in 
matters of religion; and of fuch tenacious me- 
mpries, that whatever they heard read out of 
the fcripfeuTeS) or was preached to them, they 
always retained ; and became fuch profici- 
-en^, that they were aWe to repeat much < f 
the Bible by heart, and were the firft that 
<rtaught U^er to read Engltih. 

He had but one brother, Ambrofe Uflrei^, 
who, though he died young, yet attained to 
great flcill and perfedion in the Oriental 
tongHes ; and rendered much of tho Old 
Teft«ment, from the original Hebrew, into 
EngUih before king James's tranilacion was 
•saade. He alfo translated out of the Latin 

Vol. VI. H jiito 
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iQto EngUfli, that book written by his brothor 
Mr. James Uiher, De Ecclefiaram Chriflia- 
narum fucceffione et fiatu ; which, tranilation 
is yet only in manufcript : and of this Am- 
^loie, being a very yoang man, the learned 
^Mr, William Eyre, in a letter to Dr. James 
Uflier, writes thus : " Interea vero acgnofeb 
4ne valde ob^eratum eSc tibi, et do6tifimo jn- 
weni, fratri tua Ambrofio, qui peritiffima ma- 
«u foe quacdam in meom ufum ex Alcorano 
.^rabice excripiic :" which knowledge in the 
Arabic tongue, in thofe days, was very rare, 
^efpedally i^ that country. But our Jam^ 
Uflier, as God had furniihed him with excel- 
lent endowments of nature, a tradlable difpo* 
iCtion, a firong memory, and a ready inven- 
tJon ; fb, by God's ble Mng, on his improve^ 
jnent of them, by his learning and induflry^ 
h^ arrived to that • admirable perfe^on that 
gave him a reputation fuperior to all that he 
could derive from his family ; and rendered 
his name famous beyond the narrow bounds of 
his'own country, even throughout the ChrifUan 
world, wherever true- piety and ufeful learn» 
ing were held iix any eileem and veneration. 

After he had learned to read of his aunts, 
he entered on the Bible (that book of books, 
as he ever called it) in which he made a happy 
beginning, and a more happy progrefs. When 
he became fit for a grammar-fchool, it hap»- 
pened that two enjilnent perfons of the Scottiih 
cation (tho' their bttfinefs and quality were then 

unknown 
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unknown) came to Dublin, being fent over thi- 
ther by king James (then king of Scotland) 
to keep a correfpondence with the EtigH/h 
proteilaat nobility and gentry about Dablin, 
in order to iecure his intereft in that kingdom, 
when qaeen Elizabeth ihoold come to die; 
thefe, for a colour, undertook the employment 
of fchoolmailers to inftrudl and diiapline 
yoath in learning and good education (for 
the. want of fuch was very great there at that 
time). The one was James Fuflerton ; (af- 
terward knieh ted, and of the bed chamber to 
king Jaroes^ th^ other wa» James Hamilton, 
(afterward alfo knighted and created by the 
king vifcount Ciandebois). To their in (Iruc* 
tion and tuition was oar James' Uiher com* 
mitted by his parents, with whom he made lb 
great a proficiency in a (hort time, that he be* 
came the befl fcholar of the fchool for Latin, 
poetry and rhetoric (aU this being within the 
space of five years). 

He would ufually fay, when he recounted 
the providences of God towards him. That he 
took this for one remarkable inftance of it. 
That he had the opportunity and advantage of 
his education from thofe men, who came thi- 
ther by chance, ^nd yet proved fo Happily oie- 
fill to himfelf and others. In this firll icene of 
his life he was extremely addided to poetry, 
and much delighted with it, but afterwards 

f rowing to more maturity and confideration, 
e fhook it off, as not fuitable to the great 
end of his more refolved, ferious^ and profita- 
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bk iladies ; and then fet himfelf indaftnOQ^f ' 
to fyurfue learning of a higher nature: yet iie 
always loved a good poem that was wd\ and 
chaftely writ : and lighting once upon a paf« 
fage in Tully, viz* ** Nefcire quid aniea 
quam natus fis acciderit, id eft, iesiper efle 
Puerom ;" and alfo reading Sieidan's kiftory 
of the four empires, he preleAtly refolved on 
the fhidy and iearch of antiquity, and all forts 
of learning, and how he ^ight contribute to 
the advancement thereof: dds was a brave 
and a manly attempt for a lad, but 'of twelve 
or thirteen years of age ; yet as he attempted, 
fb he conquered ail the difficulties which he 
met with in the fearch afcer, and bringing to 
light thofe many things, which ignorance had 
corrupted, and time welUnigk buried in obli- 
vion ; efpecially in sl country where there was 
then fo great a fcarcity of good books, and 
learned men. 

In the year 1593 was Trinity-college in 
Dublk &ii^ed, and James Uflier, then in 
the thirteenth year of his age, adjudged by 
his ichool-maders fufficiently qualified for an 
admittance into that untverfity^ and £> was 
entered accordingly : Dr. Loftits (fometime 
fellow of Trinity-college in Camlwidge) af- 
terwards archbidiop of Dnblin, being firft 
provof^ of that college, and Mr. Hamiilton 
was one of our Ufher's rchool* mailers, fenior 
fellow, and tutor to this early ripe youth; 
whofe name (as the firft fcholar there) (lands 
to this day in the firft line of the a ot 

hout 



i 



• JAMES USHER. 14 

witlioat a future prefage, that he might prove 
an honour and ornaxnent to that college and 
nation, as he afterwards did. 

And being thus fixed, he fets himfelf 10 
good earneft to the fludy of the languages 
and liberal arts, not neg [edging ecdefiailical 
kiftory and antiquity, in all which he improved 
to admiration, for between fifteen and fixteea 
y^rs of age he had made foch. proficiency: in 
chronology, that he had drawn np iu Latin an 
exad chronick of the Bible, aa far as th« 
book of kings» not mach differing fcon the 
yietkod of his late Annals, excepting the^en- 
largemoBtts inlbme more accurate ohfervatkms 
and fynchroniibis of heathen Aoriefi* 

The earl of Effex being newly come over 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland^ and diancelbr of 
the umveriity of Dttb3in» there was a iblemn 
aft for his entertaiBnient. Qur Ufher being- 
then batchebr of arts, anfwered the. philofo>> 
phy ad» with great approbation. But while* 
be was ba(Uy employing himfelf ill tbefe j(Iq-» 
dies and great dcfigns, , to fit himielf for the 
divine caHingof the miniftry (when he fhould* 
be qualified for lb high and great an empdoy-^ 
ment) his father recommended to him the* 
iludy of the common law (defigning to fend 
him Shortly orer to the inns of court in Eng-*^ 
gland) bat to tMs his fon was very averfe, it* 
no ways fuiting with his natural temper and> 
complexion ; yet dutifully would have. iab*. 
mitted, if his father could no^ be hrodghb to^ 
sdter his mind in that matter : but foon after 

H 3 he 
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he died, and the paternal' eflate defcended^ to 
this his eldeft Ton, being of a coniiderable va- 
lue^ but this yoang heir was fo far from be- 
ing tranfpbrted by fuch an accefiion of fortune, 
that it did no& in the lead (hake him from hi» 
defign ; for he finding it fomewhat incumber- 
ed with law-fuits, and fifters . portions, and 
fearing thofe might prove a hindrance to the 
courfe of his iludies, he chofe-rather to com- 
mit.himfeif to the providence of God anew, 
and fo very frankly gave his inheritance to his 
brother, and his feveral fillers, for their por- 
tions ; only referving fo much q^ it as might 
enable him to buy fome books, and afford 
him a competent niaintainance in the col- 
lege. 

About the eighteenth or nineteenth year of 
his age, he i)eing but batchelor of arts, i^as 
thought the fitteft perfon tp enter the lifts of 
difputation with a daring and learned Jefoit, 
' one Henry Fitz Symonds, then prifbner in the 
Caftle of Dublin, who lent out a challenge, 
defying the greateft champion, and befl learn- 
ed to difpute with him about thofe points in 
con trover fy between the Roman and reform- 
edchurches : our U(her accepts the challenge, 
and accordingly they met ; the jefuit made 
(ligKtof him at firft, as but a boy, and think* 
ing it a very eafy ta{k to baffle hifn, the priefl 
admits a public difputation (the fubje^ of 
which was Bellarmina*s controverlies) and be- 
caufe the feveral matters in debate could not 
be difpatch^d at one or two « meetings, they 

appointed 
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appointed to meet once a week to argue the 
chief points in controverfjr* But it feems^ 
after one or two conferences, the jefuit had 
enough of it ; for though he defptfed him at 
firft, yet he did not care to have any more ta 
do with him; for, after the fecond conference, 
this boafting Goliah declined the combat with 
this tripling ; and not without caufe, for he 
had felt the qi^icknefs of his wit, the ftrength 
of bis arguments and fkill in difputation ; fo 
that this jefuit quickly left the field, as ap- 
pears bv a modeft letier which Mr. Uiher 
then writ to him, anno domini 1600. 

B^ing now twenty years old, and having 
lived iVi the <fellegc fcven years, from his firit' 
admifiion, he tooK the degree of mader of 
arts ; the fame year he was chofen catechjil- 
reader in the college. And being not long af- 
ter appointed to preach conflantly before the 
date, at Chriil- church in Dublin, on Sundays 
in the afternoon, he made it his buiinefs to 
treat of the chief points of controvejfy be- 
tween the Romiih church, and ours ^ in which 
diiconrfe he^as fo clear, powerful, -and con- ' 
vibcing, that he thereby fettled many that 
were wavering, and converted divers from 
the fuperiliubus periiiaiion, to the church 
of England, Neither muft it be forgotten, 
that auer the Eoglith forces had beaten and 
driven out the Spaniards in 1603* who then 
came to the afliflance of the IriAi at Kinfale, 
that army refol ved to do fome worthy aft, that 
might be a lailing memorial of the gallantry 
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of military men ; and that due refpedt which 
they bad for trae religion and learning. . To 
promote which, they raifed among themftlves 
the fum of one thoafand eight hundred paounds, 
19 buy books to furniih the library of the 
univeriity of Dublin. And when the fum wat^ 
xaiied, it was reiblved by the benefa&ofs, that 
Dr. Chal0ner» and Mr. James Ufher» fliould 
have the iaid one thouiand eight hundred 
pounds paid into their hands> to procure facb 
booksy as they fhould judge moft neceflary 
for the library » and moft ufeful for advance* 
ment of learning* which they accefdiDely ua* 
dcrtook ; and coming into England &r that 
purpofe; where, as alfo from beyond iea» 
they proe«red the befb books iit all kiads^ 
which were then to be had: fo that they moft 
faithfully difcharged that great truft, to the 
donors and the whole college's great fatis£ac- 
ticn. 

And it is fomewhat remarkable, that at thi»' 
tlme» when the (aid perfons were at London 
about laying out this money ia. bocks, they^ 
then met Sir Thomas Bodley there, baying 
books for his new-ereded library at Oxford^ 
fo that there began a correfpondence between, 
tbem upon this occafion, helping each other ta 
procure the choicefl and beft books on feveral 
fubje^ls that could be gotten, fo that the fa- 
mous Bodley an library at Oxford, and that of 
Dublin began together. About this time the 
chancellorlhip of St'. Patrick, Dublin, being 
va^icntt' he was appointed to fill it up, which . 
4i^.the firft ecclefiadical preferment he had, 
". ^ . .* ' and 
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aisd/wHich he .retained without taking aiy^ 
«eher, benefice, nntil he was thence promotdd 
t0 tiic biflwpric of Meath. Here he^ Ured 
ftagle for feme years, zxid. kept hoipitaltty pr6« 
portioirdble to hisincoiae ; nor cared be fpf ariy^ 
otnerpltrs a(t the yeai's ei)^ (for indd^cl4y@>»^ 
niefver a hoarder of money ^ but for bodk» ami 
learning he had a kind x>r laadable cdVetodf- 
R]^f$y : and never • thought- a g<A)d book- (either 
manu&ript or j»^ased)'tOo '^eari: ' And itl 
this place MrJ ^ Cambden fotmd himy. &bHd 
1607. When he was putting out the laft ^\'- 
tioa of hi& Britannia; where, fpeakfng of 
Dublin, he concluded thOs, «' Moft ef winc& 
I aoknowjedge'to= owe to th« diUgence aiid 1^ 
Bourof James Ulher, chancellor oft he church of 
St. Patricky who. in varkwis le&rmng indjiidg- 
aaent far exceeds his years. And though he 
had here no particular <9^ligatioR to- preach 
/unlef*. fometimes in M| coorfe- before thi 
ftate) yet he would no« omit in th^ pkce from 
whence he received the profits, vi:;^. Finglaffs, 
not far from Dub^ti> Which^ he endowed with 
a vicarage, and preached there ^t.fy LordV 
day, nnlefs; hindered by ^Qry ^^traordinary 
occafidns.'* . * .... i r . . . 

' In the year 1607, bei'^ the tw^ntfy^ferent'h 
year of his age, h« toDk the' decree of batches- 
ior of divinity, aiUi* foort afci^r he w^s chofch 
divinvty-profefibr in^th€ Urtivevfity of Dublrn^*; 
and 'about this ti«>« there being -itgreatdi 
pute about the Herenagh Terman, or Co 
t^dsy which anciently the Chore piTc 
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ceivedy which as well concerned the biihops 
of England as Ireland, he wrote a learned 
treaufe of it, fo approved^ that it was fent to 
archbifliop Bancroft, and by him prefented to 
king James ; the fubflance of which was af- 
terwards tranflated, by Sir Henry Spelman, into 
Latin, afid publiihed in tl\c iirft part of his 
Gloflary, as himfelf acknowledgeth, giving 
him thera this charader, '< Literarum infig* 
pis Pharus :" \'^hich treatife is ilill in ma« 
nufcript at the archbifhop's library at Lam* 
beth. 

This year alfo he came over into England, 
to buy books, and to converfe. with learned 
Bien;.and was now firil takeii notice of at 
court, preaching before the houfliold, which 
was a great honour in thofe days : and, 
whilii here, he made it his bufmefs to enquire 
into the moft hidden and private paths of an- 
tiquity ; for which purpoie he enquired after, 
and confulted, the belt manufcripts of both' 
univerfities ^ and m all libraries, both pub-^ 
lie ^nd private ; and came acquainted with the 
moil learned men here ; fucti as Camden, Sir 
Robert Cotton, 3if John Boucher, after earl of 
Bath, Mr.Selden, Mr. B/igs, aftronomy pro« 
feflor in the univeriity of O^^ford, Mr. Lydi« 
ate, Dr^.Ogrvenant, after lord -bifliop of Salif-^ 
bury, Dr^r Ward of Cambridge, and divers 
others''; with moft^f whom he kept a con- 
^ilant friendihip and correfpondence to their 
4^aths, 

After 
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After this, he conftantly csine over into 
England once in three years, fpending one 
moDth at Oxford, another at Cambridge, the 
reft of the time at London, fpending his tim^ . 
chiefly in the Cottonian Library, the noble 
and learned mailer of which affording.* him a. 
free accefs, not only to that, but to his ovva 
converfation. 

This bein^ the thirtieth year of his age,* 
he was unanimoufly chofen, by the fellows of 
Dublin college, to the provoflihip of that 
houfe ; but he refufed it, fearing it might 
prove a hindrance, to his Indies, No other 
reafbn can be given for his refufal. 

In the thirty-f^bnd year, of his age, he 
took the degree dF doctor of divinity in that 
univerfity wherein he was bred, and to which 
he was admitted by Dr. Hampton, then arch- 
bifhop of Armagh ; and vice-chancellor, after 
he -had performed the afual exercifes ; part of 
which was to read two (blemn lectures on fome 
places of icripture, which he then did, on Dan* 
ix. 24, of the feventy weeks ; and on Rev. toc. 
4, explaining thoie texts fo ^lifapplied by ale 
Millenaries both in earlier and latter times* 

The next year, being at London, he pub* 
liflied his treatife De Ecclefiarum Chriiliana* 
ram Succeilione et Statu ; being much mag* 
nified by Cafaban and Scultetus, in th^oir 
Greek and Latin verfes before it, was folemnly 
prefented by archbiihop Abbot to king James, 
as the eminent firil fruits of that college of 
Dublin. It is imperfe^ for about Uuecuh^g- 
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dred years, froii Gregory XI. to Leo X. i. c. 
from 137 1 to 1513) and from thence to this 
lall century; which he intended to have 
added » had God afforded him a. lon^r life^ 
though h€ had ^oft very cooid^rable a&lances 
towards- that defigfi, as yott wili-find hesD* 
after. 

About this time alfo he altered hb condi- 
tion» changing a fingle for a; named life,, 
marrying Phcebe, only datightcvof LukeChal- 
Ibner, dodior of divinity, of the antient fa^ 
mily of the ChaHoners^, in Yorkfiiire, who 
had been a great afllfter and benc^aAor to the 
late erected college at Dublin, haviog been 
a>|^o^nted werkep of the b^ilding^ and trea- 
l«tfer for the money railed to that pvrpoie. 

^e wa» a' learned and pious man, and had 
ibcK a friend(hip for Dr. Utitier^ that ke 
courted hU alliance, and . intended » had be 
lived, to have given him this hi» only daegh* 
ter, with a confiderable eftate in land and mo^ 
ney ; but dying before he could fee it con- 
d^tided, he charged her, upon his death4)ed> 
tMt, if Dr. Uiher would lAarrvl^er, ihe ihould 
think of no other perfon for 'a{mfl>a]id ; which 
command of her dymg> father (he pun^oally 
obeyed, and was married to- him ibon after,, 
and was his wil^ for about forty years, and 
^fKfcs always treated by him with great kind- 
. tieis, and conjugal affection, until her death, 
'whkh preceded his about one year and a half. 
-H« had by her one only child, afterwards lady^ 
TyrreL ... 

There 



J A M E S U S H B R. i^f 
•There was now a parliament at Dublin, 
and £b a convocatipn of the clergy, when the 
articles of Ireland were compoied and pqbliihed; 
ai>d he» beiag a member of the fyaod* wa« ap- 
pointed to dtaw them ap : which articles be- 
ing %ned by archbiihop Jones, then, lord- 
chaBcellor of Ireland, and fpeakerof the l^oufe 
of the biihops in convocation, as alfoby the 
proloeulxMr o£ the houfe o/ the clergy in their> 
names; .and figned by the then lord-depo^ 
Ghicheftet, by order from king James. But,, 
tfaorngh JPir. Uiher waa thus remarkable fqr 
pftety an4 le^ming^ yet be could not efcape 
the common late of extraordinary men ; viz* 
QBvy and det^a^liofi ! for there were fbme ia 
Ireland, though of no great repute for learor 
ing; or worth, who would needs have him ta 
be a- purttaoy a^ then they called thoie; whom 
they looked »pon aA difaiedted to* the di(ci* 
pline of the church, as by law ei^abliihed ; and 
to lay a Mockm the way of his future prefer- 
ment, they had got fome to traduce him a^ 
foch to the king^ who had na great Jcindnefs 
forthoiem^f as be had little reafbn* But 
the.dodoc heasing of it., aod having occafion^ 
about thi» time, to come for England,, as he 
sdwaya ha4 done once in three or four years« 
the lofdrdeputy and council were fo fenfible of 
tbis fcftodal, that* for his vindication, they 
writ by htm a recommendatory letter to his 
xnajeiy's privy-council ; which cbaira£lter, tor 
getfafic wattli king James's o«ro conyer^tioQ 

4 . with 
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with, and tryal ol> Dr. Uflier, whom he fent 
for on parpofe to that end» fo fully iatisfied 
the king, that, after he had difcooHed with 
him on divers points both of learning and re- 
ligion, he was ib extremely well fatisfied with 
him, that he faid. He perceived that the 
knave puritan was a bad, but the knave's pu* 
ritan an honeft, man: and of which letter 
fort he accounted Dr. Uiher to be, fince the 
king had fo good an opinion of him, that, of 
his own accord, he now nominated him to the 
biihopric of Meath, in Ireland, being then 
void, with this expreffion, That Dr. Uflier 
was a bifhop of his own making ; and ib his 
conge d'elire being fent over, he was eleC^ed 
by the dean and chapter there. 

But before his ^oing over, and while bi- 
ifaop-ele£l, a parliament was convened at 
Weftminfter, and began on the firft of Febru- 
ary, 1620 ; and I find this pafiage among 
fome of his memorandums of that time^ : 
viz. 

** I wa^ appointed by the lower houfe of 
parliament to preach at St. Margaret's, Weft- 
minder, on the ieventh of February. The 
prebends claimed the privilege of the church, 
and their exemption from epi(copal juriidic- 
■ tion for many hundred years, and ofiered 
their own fervice : whereupon the houfe be* 
ing difpleafed, appointed the place to be at 
the Temple. I was chofen a fecond time ; 
and fecretary Calvert» by the appointment of 

the 
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the Houfe, fpake to the king, that their 
choice of their preacher might ftand. The 
king faid, * It was very well done.' 

•* On the thirteenth of Febraary, being 
Shroye-Toefday, I dined 'at court; and^ be* 
twixt four and five, I kiiTed the king's hand, 
and had conference with him touching my 
iermon. He faid I had charge of an unruly 
flock to look unto the next Sunday. He 
afked me how I thought it could (land with 
true divinity, that ib many hundreds fbould 
be tyed, upon fo fhort warning* to receive 
the communion upbn a day; all could not be 
in charity, after ib late contentions in the 
houfe ; many z^ufl needs, come without pre<- 
paraiion, and eatviheir own condeqination ; 
that himfelf requirenU his whole houlhoJd to 
receive the communion, iHit not all the fame 
day, unlefs at Eafter, when the whole Lent 
was a time of preparation. He bad me to tell 
them, I hoped they were all prepared, but 
wiihed they might be better; to exhort them ^o 
unity and concord; to love God firft, and then 
their prince and country ; to look to the ur- 
gent neceffitibs of the times, and the miferable 
Sate of Chriilendom, with, Bis.dat, qui cito 
dat. 

*' On the tenth of February, the firft Sunday 
in Lent, I preached at St. Margaret's to them ; 
and, on the twenty-feventh, the houfe fent 
Sir James Perrot, and Mr. Drake, to give me 
thanks* and to defire me to print the iermon ; 
which was done accordingly ; the text being 

upon 
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tipofi tke firft of the Cor. x. 17, * For we; 
being many, are one bread and one body; for 
we are all partakers of that one bread.'' 
: ' This fermon was pveached by the desire of 
tbe koufe, and, witk one more, (preached be- 
fore the king at Wanflead^' on tbe twentierk 
of January, 1634,' upon £pk. iv. 13, ic^n^- 
cermng the nmty te>f tke- oathollc feitk) wftre 
all the fermon* f can £nd to have betn pab- 
liihed by hie aHovrance. Slit' tke tbrd-bitbop 
eU€k tct\3irtmg fom<s Akne ah&r mxo Irelan^r 
wad there conTecfated by Dr. Manvpton, then 
-lord-primate, affifted with fi^ifi^ otktr of the 
biftops; " About which time forafe violent Pa- 
-piUs of qcraHty happened to be ccn^fured in> the 
cafile-ehamber at Dublifr, fbr refiifing* to take 
the oa^s of fupremacy and allegiance. 

Upon this occafioB> the date ordered tke 
^biftiop of Meath, on the day df fentence, to 
make a fpeeck to them, its well to inform 
thfeir conftienccs of the lawful nefs of it, as of 
the great penalties they would tindcrgo, if 
they perfilled to reMt it; Which he performied" 
in a learned difcotirfe, aAd it was highly ap- 
proved of by hi* majefty. 
< After the biftiop had been in Ireland about 
two years, it pleafed king James to employ 
him' ta wrhe the Ant*qiiities of th^- Britifh 
Church ; and, that he might have th« better 
opportunhy and means -for that end, he ient 
ever a letter to^the lord*depwty and council of 
Ireland, commanding them to grant a licenfe 
§BX his being afafeni ktm hh- ke. Upon 

which 



JAMES USHER. ifii 

which fununons the bifliop tame over inta 
England, and fpent about a year in confulting 
the beft fnanufcripts in both univerfities and 
private libraries, in order to the perfecting 
that noble \york^ De , Primordiis Britannica-'' 
rum, though it was not publilhed till above 
two years after, when we QiM take occafioo. 
to ipeak thereof 'more ' at large. 

After his eoming over 8gain» he was for 
fome time engaged in anfwering the bold chal« 
le&ge of Maione> an Irifh je&it, of the coU 
legeof Lorrain; which treatife he finiOied and 
publifhgd this year, 1624, in Ireland. 

After the bilhop had publiihed this tre^tife, 
he returned again into Eng}and> to give his 
laft h^nd to his faid work De Primordiis ; and» 
beiftg BOW bu£ed about it, the archbi&opfur 
of Armagh became vacant by the death of 
Dr. Haqfipton, the tate archbiihop ; not long 
after which, the king was pleafed to nominate 
t^ bifhpp of Meath* though there were divera 
competitors, s^ tt^ fttteftperfon for that great 
charge and high dignity of the church, in re- 
fpe£t of his own great merits and fervices done 
unto it ; and> not long after, he was elected 
archlnibop by the dean and chapter there., 

The next teftimony he received of his majef- 
t^'s favour, was his letter to a perkm of qua-- 
hty in Ireland, who had newly obtained the 
cuflodium of the temporalities of that fee» for- 
bidding hifn to meddle with, or receive, any 
of the rental or profits, of the fame : but im^ . 

immadiately 
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riiediately to deliver what he had already re-. ' 
ceived unto the receivers of the prefent arch- 
biihop, iince he was here employed in his mst^ ' 
jelly's fpecial Service, &c. 

Not long after this favour, it pleafed God 
to take king James^ of pious memory, out* of 
this world; nor was his fucceifor lefs kind unto 
him than his father had- been ; which he £ig« 
ttified not long after his comine to the crpwo» 
by a letter under his privy-iignet to the lord- 
deputy, and treafurer of the realm of Ireland; 
That, whereas the prefent afchbiihop of Ar- 
magh had, for many years together, on feve- 
raloccaiion^, performed many painful and ac- 
ceptable fervices to his dear father deceafedf 
and upon his fpecial dircdions, That there- 
fore he was pleafed, as a gracious acceptation^ 
thereof, and in coniideration of his {aid ier- 
vkes done; or to be done hereafter, to beftow • 
up<Hi the faid primate, out of his princely 
bounty, four hundred pounds; Englifh, out 
of the revenues of that kingdom. 

But, before the return of the archbifhop- 
into Ireland, .we ihall here mention an acci- 
dent that happened about this time : vi^.- 
That, in November, 162^, he was invited- 
by the lord Mordaunt, and his lady, to my 
lord's houfe,. at Drayton, in Northampton- 
fhire, to confer with a prieft he then kept, by 
the name of Beaumont, upon the points in 
difpute between the church of Rome and ours^ 
and, particularly, that the religion maintained 

by 
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by public aatbority, in the charch of England , 
was no new religioo, but the fame that was- 
taught by our Saviour and his apoilles ; and 
ever continued in the primitiire church during 
the pureft timea. 

What was the iflue of this difpute,. we mutt 
take from the report of my lord and iady» and 
-other perfons df quality there prefent : That 
this conference held for ieveral days, and at 
lall ended with that fadsfaf^ion to them both, 
and confuiion of his adverfary, that, as it con- 
firmed the lady in her religion, ^hom her 
lord, by the means of thisprieft, endeavoured' 
to pervert) io it made his lordfliip fo firm a 
convert to the proteftant religion, thathe-Hved 
and died in it. 

When the h)rd>primate had difpatched his 
a£BkiFs in Eogland, he then returned to be en« 
tiironed in Ireland, having, before his going 
over, received many congratulatory letters 
from the lord tifconnt Faikknd^ then lord* 
deputy, the lord Loftos, then lord-chancelloF» 
the lord archbiihop. of Dublin, and divers 
others of the mofl confiderable of the bifhops 
and nobility of that kingdom, exprefitng their 
high fatisfa^on for his promotion to the pri- 
macy. 

Being now returned into his native country,' 
anno 1626, and fettled in this great charge, 
liaving not only many churches but dioceif^s 
under his care, he began carefully to infpeft 
his own diocefs h^y and the manners and 

abilities 
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abilities of thofe of the clergy, hj frequenf 
peribnal vifitations ; admonifliing thoie he 
fbufid faulty, and giring excellent advice and 
direAioo6 to the reCb, charging them to n(e 
the Liturgy of the chCirch m all public admi^ 
aiilratiofis, and to preach and catechife dilr- 
f/emly in their lefpe^iYe cipes, atid to make: 
the holy iarlpttire the n^> as well as the fub« 
je6l«^ of their dodriae and iermons. Nor did 
he only endeavour to reforns the clergy, 
(anaoQg who&i, in fb large a diocefs, axid 
where thete was foM ertcour^^esnents, ^re 
could not but be many thittga arniiis) but ai£> 
the prodors, apparitors, and other officers of 
)^s eccldiai^ical coufts, agaiaft whiom tkero 
were many great complaints of abuies asxi 
«xa£lioiis in Ms predece^'si tane ; nor did he 
find that po^pery aatd prophanesda- had €a^ 
creafed in that kingdom by any thing more 
than the aegled of due catecfaifing and preach** 
leg ; fbt want of which iofint6Uon» the poor 
people, that were outwardly Proteilants, were 
very ignorant of the principles of rcHgion ^ 
and the Papifls continued ftill in a blind obe- 
dience to their leaders : therefore he fet him<« 
ielf» with all his power, to redreCs thefe neg- 
lects, as well by bis own example as by lua 
(cclefiaftioat difcipline ; all which proviog, at 
laft, too weak for fo inveterate a difeafe, he 
obtained|his majeAy's injtm£Uons to ftrengthen 
his authority. 

The 
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^e winter after his coming over, theri 
were (»me propoiitions made, and offered td 
l>c affented unto by the Papifts, for a more 
foil tolleration of their religton : viz. th6 
fivaiiitaining iivie hundred hone and five thon- 
fatkd foot (wherein the Proteftants muft hav^ 
borne ibme ihare alio) for the coniideration 
of which, a great aflembly of the whdtoi na-^ 
tion, both Papifts and Proteftants, was called 
by the then lord-deptrty Falkland. 

The mt^ting was in the hall of the caftle of 
Dabiin. The biihops, by. the lord-primate's 
ifivitation, met ^tfk at his houfe ; and both he 
and they then mianimoufly drew up and fub- 
icribed a proteflation againft the toleration of 
popery ; which, at the next meeting of the 
aflembly, on the twenty- third of April, 1627, 
'he publiihed at Chrift chm-ch, before tne 
lord-deputy and council, in the midft of his 
iermon ; wherein he fpake mucH againil men's 
fobordrnating roligion, and the keeping of a 
good confciencw, to outward and worldly re- 
{p€€is ; and to let their ibnls to fa!e for the 
,gainof earthly matters, &c. 
^Tnc^hmT^ primate, the next lord's day, 
preached before the fame aaditory ; the text 
was, I Johnv. i}. •* Love not the world, 
nor the things that are in the world ;" when 
he made the like application with the bilhop, 
Tcbuking fuch, who for worldly ends, like 
Jttdas, would fell Chrift for thirty pieces of 
iilver. The judgment of the bilhops pre- 
vsired fo illuch with the proteHants, that the 

propofali 
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propofals were drove on very heavily : hot 
yet upon fenoas confideration, when it was 
found that the weak and diilraded condiuon 
of the kingdom, could not well fabfift with- 
out ibme landing forces* it was refolved by 
the lord-deputy and connciU that the lord pn« 
mate (then a privy- counfellor) ihould, in re- 
gard of his great efteem with all parties, .de- 
clare in a ipeech to the whole alTembly, the 
true ilate of the kingdom, and the neceffity of 
a (landing army for the defence thereof, a- 
gainft any foreign invaiion, or inteftine com- 
motions, and confequently that a competent 
fupply was needful to be granted for that pur- 
pofe, and that without any conditions what- 
loever, as well by the Roman catholics, as 
pit>teftant fubjedls; which fpeechythongh it had 
not the deilred eiFedl^ yet fufficiently declared 
the lord-primat^'s abilities in matters ofgo- 
veniment, whenever he would give his mmd 
to th^m, and how well he undedlood the pre- 
sent date of that kingdom : and it had been 
well for Ireland, if his advice had been then 
liearkened to, iince thofe Handing forces 
then moved for being to have been all pro- 
te^nts; would in all probability have prevent- 
ed that rebellion that fome years afterwards 
broke <)ut in that kingdom ; but a copy of this 
fpeech being deiired oy the lord deputy, was 
tranfmicted to Jiis majefly, who very well ap- 
proved it, as much conducing to his fervice, 
and the public Afety. 

After 
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After bia being archbilhop be laid oot a 
great deal of money in books, laying afide 
every year a confiderable fam for tbat end ; 
and efpecially for the procuring of manufcripts, 
as well from foreign parts as near at band^^ 
having about this time, by the means of Mr* 
Thomas Davis, then merchant at Aleppo, 
^procured one of theiirft Samaritan pentateuchs 
that ever was brought into thele weftern parts 
. of Europe (as Mr. Selden, and Dr. Walton 
acknowledge) as alfo the Old TeHament in 
Syriac, much more perfed than had hitherto 
been fees in thefe parts ; together with other 
manufcripts of value. This pentateuch, with 
the re^f were borrowed from him by Dr. 
Walton, afterwards bifhop ofXhefter, and by 
him made u(e of in the Polyglot Bible : aU 
which manufcripts being afterwards retrieved 
out of the hands of thefaid biQiop's executors » 
are now in the Bodleyan library at Oxford ; a 
£t repofitory for fucafacred monuments. 

About this time the lord vifcount Falkland. ^ 
being recalled from being deputy of Ireland, 
was waited on by the lord primate to the 
iea-fid^, of whom taking his leave, and beg- 
^in|; his bleffing, he iet fail for England, 
having before contra^ed an intimate triend- 
ihip with the lord primate, which laded till 
his death ; nor did the lord primate fail to ex- 
|>refs his friendfhip to him on all occaiions af* 
t^r his departure, doing his utmoft by letters 
to feveral of the lords of his majeHy's privy- 
council here, for his vindication from feveral 
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faHe accufations, which were then laid to his 
charge by ibme of the Jrifh* nation, before his 
majc^y ; which letters, together with the vtn. 
dication of the conncil of Ireland, by dieir 
letter to his majeily of his juft and ^<jaal go- 
vernment, did veiy much contribute to the 
clearing of his innocence in thofe things 
whereof he was then accufed. Anno 163 1, 
toy lord primate publiihed at Dublin his hii^ 
tory of GotteichalcQS, and of the PredefHna* 
riaii Controverfy ftirred by him (being the 
£rft Latin book that was ever printed in Ire« 
land). Wherein, after a ftiort account of Pe- 
lagiamim, which had then much fpread itielf 
in Spain, and Britain, he proceeds to ^e hif- 
tory of Gottefchalcus (a monk of the abbey 
of Orbais, who lived in the beginning of the 
ninth century) and his opinions, fhewing, oat 
of Flodoardus, and other approved writers of 
that age, that the points then held by this 
learned monk, and that were then laid to hfs 
charge by Hincmar archbifiio^ of Rhemes, 
land Rabanus archbifhop of Mentz ; and which 
they got ootrdemned in a fynod held in that 
city, as al'fo in another at Qjiterey, were, not- 
withftanding, defended and maintained by 
Remigius (or St. Remy) ardibiihop ©f Ly- 
ons, and the church of that diocefs, as conso- 
nant to the fcripturcs and writings df the fa- 
thers. And in the conclufion, my lord there 
fljcws the great conftancy of this poor monk, 
who, notwitftanding his cruel whippings, and 
long imprHbnment, to which he bad been 'coni- 

deraned 
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• <leinned» bv the couiicil of M6ntz» till hii 
death, yet ne. would never recant, but made 
two Gonfeffions of his faith, which are there 
fet down, «itd'by which it appears^ that m^- 
jsy things were laid to his charge, and con- 
demned in thefecottnalst whidi henovenheld. 
In this treatife, as the lord primate has fliewn 
himfelf excdlmtly.wtsll ikilled in the church* 
liiftory of ^hoie dark and ignorant ages ; (6 
he there condndesy that men (hould not dog- 
BMtize> in thefe |KHnts. 

The lord pnmate having now fat archbi^ 
ihop &iteen years, with great (atis&dion, and 
benefit to the. church, about the beginning of 
Aisycar, came into England with his wife 
and family, intending to tarry here a year, . or 
more, about his private affairs, and then to re- 
turn again: but It pleafed God to difappoint 
biminthofe refolutions, for he never iaw. his 
native country again ; not long after his com* 
ing to London (when he had kiffed his majeA 
ty*s hand, and been received by htm with his 
wonted (avour) he went to Qx&rd, ns well to 
be abfent from thofe heats and ' differences, 
which, then happened in that (hort parliament, 
as alfo with greater freedom to porfne his 
fludies in the libraries there, where he was 
accommodated with lodgings in Chrift-church,* 
by Dr. Morice, cianon of that houfe, and He- 
brew profe£R>r,; and whilft he was there, -he 
cqnverfed with the moft learned perfens in 
that famous nnivetfity, who ufcd him with all 
doe refpe£k, whilft be^continucd with them ; 

Vol. VL J fe 
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"•lb aftferhe hid tended tlici«lbfnetimeyhereiiirii« 
•ed again toLooK^oft^w^he? e, aAcrfke^tsttg oftlwtt 
long, jHsd iinkapp)ip4r]iBCDent,^'lie itMde itbh 
"bafkieisy as weUipy^ptMitlitng, a» wmitig, to 
exhort them to kya'ty, sfid oifectltiice to thtilf 
.j>niice; cndea^fDanngy Co tSie^Mtiiydll t^f his 
power, to heal jb^ ^(e breadi69, and recoB« 
^ilediole diffeveiicesy tkat w^re rn^ to break 
^ttt» bock in cWnrcband Itate ; fh^iigh rc^4i 
^noc meet wilh time 'iumfs he -always -defired. 
That unhappy difpute between Bis majefty 
and the two noofes^ coticcrniiig his pailmg the 
bill for the earl of Stmliird^s attabider^ tnom 
4a*ifing, and he, ntoch perpleseed aiid<IMd«i 
between the damoarota'dffcaciieiitedpeoi^ 
aod un&tosfied eonfciCQee) thoi^ht lit to ad- 
-^e with fone of his biOiops» what dte^ 
thought he ooght'to do; in point of^onioeaee 
(as he had before confulted his judges in mit* 
tets of law) amon^ which his majeft/thovg^ 
fit to make chmce of die^ lord primaco 
for one, 'though without; his leekin^ or 
knowledge ; but fince fbme men; «tlM» 
•oat of fpleen, or btaiufe thej woold 
not retrad from what they had once writctn 
from valgar report, have thought fit to poblifiiy 
as if the lord primate (honld- adviie the klirg 
to fign the bill for the £uid carPs atcainder, it 
nvtll not be amifs to give yotUiere that relatioa 
•which Dr. Bernard had ander his owiilm«d{ 
^afld has printed in the fhneral fermon by him 
^pnbUfiied ; which was-as Mknredi. 

^^ That Sunday svtmiag virherein the king 
^ocmfalced with the (out bifhops (of London, 
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Durhaniy LigcoIq, and Caflifle) th« archbi- 
. fliop of Armagh was not prcfent, being then 
preaching (as he . then accaftomed himfelf 
every Sunday to do) in the church of Co vent - 
Garden ; vyhere a meflaM coming unto hihr 
from his majeily» Ee descended from the pul- 
.pit, and told him that brought it, he was then 
' (as he (aw) employed about God's bufinefs ; 
.which as {f>on as he had done^ he would at- 
tend updn the kiQg» to anderftan^ his plea- 
fure : put the king (pending the whole after* 
.noon in the ferioHs debate of the.lord Straf* 
ford's cafe, with the lords of his council, and 
.the judges of the land, he could not before 
eveningv be admitted to his majefly's prefetice. 
.There thequeMon was again agitated, <' Whe- 
ther the king injuftice, might pais the bill of 
attainder kninft the e^ of Strafford (for that 
he might &w mercy to him was no qoeflion • 
at all) no man doubting but that the king, 
without tbe leaH fcruple of con(cience, might 
have gra^it^ him a pardon, if -other reafons 
«of date (in which tho bi(hops were made neither 
Judges, noradvifer^} did not hinder him. 

The whole refult therefore of the deter- 
jiunation of the bifliops was to this effedt ; 
that therein the matter of fed, and mat- 
'ther of law, were to be diilingui(hed : 
!that of the matter of fa£l, he himfetf 
.|night make a judgement, having been pre- 
.£?ntatall proceedings agiinft the faid earl; 
where^ if upon bearing the allegations on 
either fide, he did not conceive him guilty of 
the crimes wherewith he was charged,, he 

I t could 
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'CDuld not in jaftice condemn him : but for tlie 
ihatter in laiv, what was treaibn, and wharc^ 
was not, he was to reft in the opinion of the 
•.judges ; whofe office it was to declare the 
law, and who were fworn therein to carry 
jthemfelves iadiiTerently betwixt him and his 
fubjeds : which gave his majefty occafion to 
complain of the dealing of the judges with 
him not long before : That having earneftly 
prefled them to declare in particular, what 
ipsLTi of ;the lord of ^tncffbrd's charge they 
judged ^jto be treaibnable (for ae much as 'upon 
the Hearing of the proof produced, ' he might 
an his conscience, perhaps, find ^him guiltlefs of 
*that fad) he could not by any means dra^ 
them to nominate any in particular, but that 
oipon the whole matter, treafon inight jnfUy 
be charged upon him. And in this fecond 
jneeting, it was obferved, that the bifliop of 
XondoB -^oke nothing at all, but the bifliop 
.of Lipcoln not only fpake, biit put a writing 
into the king's h^id, wherein, what was con- 
tained, thereflof his brethren knew not.^- 

Not many months after the execution of the 
unfortunate earl of Strafford, thei^ came over 
the unhappy newa of the breaking out of the 
Jiorrid kiih rebellion, in which, as his majefly's 
(with the Englifh and proteftant) intereft in 
that kingdom, received an inexpreffible blow, 
ib like wife the lord primMe bore too great a 
iharein that common afflidion ; for in a verv 
Jew -days. the rebels had plundered his houie 
4n the Q^untxytfAz^d on hisrent9> quite ruin- 

ed^ 
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6d» or deftroyed his tenements^ killed, or* 

drove away his nameroas flocks^ and herds of 

cflttle, to very great value; and, iiv a word,' 

had not left Titm any thing in. that Kitigdom* 

which efcaped their fury, but his library, and 

foAie furniture in his houfe at ]>it)gheda» which 

were iecured by the ftrength of that place, 

notwithdanding a long and dangerous iiege 

by thoie rebels ; whiob library was fbine years 

after conveyed over to Chefter, and front 

th«nce to London : this muft needs reduce 

him to a very- low condition ^ happening 

not long after Micbaeltnas, when he 

expe^ed a return of his rents, fo that he was 

forced, for his prefent fupply^ to fell or pawn 

all the plate an4 jewels he had ; this, though 

a very great tryal, ycr made not any change 

in> his; temper^ (till Submitting to providence, 

wish €hriiiia» patience*. Yet thefe afflictions 

were faiScient to move compaffion, even in 

the breafts of foreigners ; for, fome months 

after his lofles, the city, and tiniverfity of 

Leyden offered ' to chafe him their honorary 

profefibr, .with a? more ample ftipend, thnn 

had been formerly annexed to that ptap&e^ and 

Dr. Bernard, in bis above cited fermon, like- 

v/ife tells us, that cardinal Richiieu did, about 

the fame time, make him an invitation to 

come into France, with a promife of a very 

noble penfion, and freedom of his religion 

there ; and that this is not anlikely may be 

proved from the great 'honour that cardinal* 

had for him, which he expreifed by a letter full 

1 3 ^ of 
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of kindnefs and refpefl, accompanied with a 
geld medal of connderable value, ha^in^ hjis 
own eifigies flamped upon it, which is Hill 
preferved ; thefe were fent him upon his pu- 
hiiihing his work, De Primordiis Ecclefiarum 
Britanicarum, which prcfent was alfo retorned 
by the lord primate, by a letter of thank5, 
with ahandfome prefentof Irifii grey-hounds, 
and other rarities which that country a^rded. 
But it plea?id his majefty to provide for hirv' 
much better in England, by confernng on 
him the bifhopric of Carlifle f then void by 
the death of Dr. Potter) to hold in commen - 
dam ; this, though very inuch abated by the 
Scotch and Engli(h armies- quartering upon it, 
as alfo by the unhappy wars which not lon^ 
after followed; yet he made ihift to fab^ 
upon it, with fome other helpji, until that re- 
bellious hoafe of commons feized upon. all bi- 
ihops lands ; and though, in confideration of 
his great lo^s in Ireland, as alfo of his own' 
merit;, and to make him fome fatisfaf^ion for 
whai they tpok away, they voted him a pen<» 
Aon of £Dur hundred pounds per annum, yet 
1 cannot hear that he ever received it above 
once, or t%ice at mofl ; for the Independant 
fadion getting uppermofl, foon pot an end to 
that payment. 

His majefty having now left London, by 

> reafon of the tumults there, and the oodntifuf* 

nefs .of the houfe of commons towards him, 

the lord primate being more deeply afilif^d 

for thofe breaches^ than for ;^1 his own fuffer- 

ings. 
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nigSy h&Yta^ now. no more fati^faiEioii k abid' 
ing longer m Ilondon, he refolved to remove: 
thence for Oxford, notion? before, his ma* 
jeily's coming thither : and here^ thcmgh the^ 
lord pcttEMJQ('& outward condition was much. 
Ic^^&ned* to what it was before, yet his great- 
ne 6 being'. founded upon a more foiid bottom. 
than richer » and outward fplendor, he was re- 
ceived, with the fame» or rather greater kind- 
jycfi and refped than before* 

The reverend Dr* Prideftux,. biihop of^ 
• Worceiler (his good friend) lent him his houfo 
adjoining to £xetier-college»' which heaccept^ 
^ of, as being near his buimefs.at the public . 
library, where he now parfued his iludies,^. 
preparing divers treatifes for the public view^, 
f^me of which he alfo printed there, nor did he 
lefs endeajTQur to be^Cecviceable to men's foo^-^ 
than to the commoaweaTth of learning, preach- 
i^g commonly at one church or others 
eycry funday, and for great part of the timc^ 
ift the forenoons, fomeiimesatScL Okves, aud 
fometimes at Alhallows, where he had. ccn- 
ftantly a great audieiice,,^bo^ of fcholars and 
others ; where, notwith (land ing the learned - 
nefs of moft of his hearers, . he rather cbofe a 
plain fubftaittial wayof .preaching, for^tbe pro- 
motingof piety and virtue, than (ludied.eio-. 
quence, or a vain oftentation, of learning ; fb 
%bat he quite put out of. countenance thac 
mxkiYf affeded. fort of oratory, which was 
* ' ' l.^ thc.»;. 
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then mach in ufc, calUd florid preddiing^ on 
ftrong lines, 

Tius rummer the lord^mate \tas noiniiBat<<> 
ed (though againil his de^fitt) to be one of, 
the Affembly of dtvines- at Weftminfter, as^ 
were alfo Dr. Browning, biihop of Exeter r 
l^r. Wedfieldy biihop of Briftol, and divers- 
others of the orthodox clergy, but the lord' 
primate .neither approved of the authority* 
that named him, nor yet of the boiinefs they^ 
]»etalK>Qt; fo that he never troubled himfelf to 
go thither ;. bat when that mock aflembly' 
found he fcorned 4o eome . among them, they 
complained of him to the honfe of commons^ 
whofoon voted him out again ; which yet the* 
archbifhop took more kindly, than their cha* 
ilnghimintoit^ and now when this prevalent 
faction, fitting at Weflminfter, found that the 
ardibiihop was not for their tarn, but to the 
contrary, had in- divers iermons^ at Oxford^ 
preached againA their rebellioas proceedings^ 
they were.£ enraged at him« that the com-^ 
mittee they had appointed for delinquent's > 
ellatest (as they nick-named thofe who now 
faithfully ferved their prince) made an order* 
for the feizing of a. iludy of books of a con- 
ilderable valuer which he had either brought' 
over with him, or bought here, and wer^ left' 
behind in Chelfea- col lege, which were feized< 
accordingly, and had been fold by them, . had* 
rot Dr. Featlyy who was then in fome favour" 
v.dth.v.thcm, by rcafon pf his being one that 

fati 
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far in that aflembly (though otherwife iMstka- 
dox, and loyal) made an intereit with thetp^ 
by the means ofj Mr. Selden (a nvemberof the 
houfe, as alio of the aiTenably) to obtain thofct 
books for his o\v4i ufe^. either as agift^ or by 
laying down foroe money for them p and fo> 
got them into his hands^ and feciired> them»' 
for my lord primate^s ufe, at leaft- as many of 
them as were: not embezzled, or ftokn awa^- 
whilll they were in their cuftbdy, as among£^.. 
other things divers . papers and collediions of 
his own writing, with all his lett^v^ither to^ 
or from his learned friends (which he had left 
behind him there) were then plundered. 

And now it being giyenout, that Oxford 
would foon be beiiee;edr.and' that the. king 
would. fpeedily quit, that place,> the lord ' prU- 
mate was advifed by. his friends (if it were 
poffible to be avoided) not to run that hAzstrdf 
aod therefore having been before invited by 
his fon-in-law, Sir Timothy Tirrel (who had 
married his only daughter) to come to them 
at CaerdifFe in Wales (wharerthe f^d'Sir Ti- 
mothy was then.governory-mid general of the 
ordnance, under the lord Gerard, lieutenant- 
general of his majeiiy's forces itt -South Wales) 
the lord primate refolved to accept that invi- 
.tation,and fo having taken leaveof his majef- 
ty, he, with his approbatiout took, the op- 
portunity of waiting upouhis highnefs the • 
prince of Wales as far as Briftol, and from 
thence he .went tP paerdiife, where his fon . 
and .daughter welcomed liim, with all that joy 



and afFe£^ion which fo good a father^ after Co 
long an abfence, could expert. 

Here he flayed aknofi a year, free from the 
. dangers of war, this being a ftrong garriibn. 
and well nianned, which invited many per-« 
fons of qaality to come thither for fafety, fo 
that the lord primate bad a good opportunity 
to purfa€ his iludies, having brought many 
chefb of books along with him ; and he novv 
made a great progcc^ in the firit part of his 
annalsi 

WhilH he was at Caerdifie, his majefty, after 
the fatal battl<f of Nafeby, came into Wales, 
to my lord 'marquis of Worcefter's, at Rag- 
land ; and from thence to Caefdifie» where he 
ftnytd fome days ; and the lord-primate then 
enjo3red the fatisfa^ion, though upon a fad 
occafion» of his majefty's excellent eonverfa- 
tion in the fame houfe, who received him with 
his wonted kindnefs and favour. 

Whilft he was there, the lord]- primate 
preached before him in the caftle ; and, when 
his majefi^ went away, and that the lord* 
primate had taken his leave of him, he de^ 
ctaredi that nothing came nearer to his heart 
than the imminent danger of the king and 
church* with thib eAifion of fo much Clmftiaii 
blood. 

His inajefty's necedities bow not permitting 
him to leave manv men in garrifons, he was 
forced to unfurnim this> as well as others,^ of 
its foldiers and ammunition ; fo that Sir Ti- 
mothy Tyrrcl was forced to q^t that gorern- 

ntnt 
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inftAt; 'by rea/bn of; which, the archbi/h6p', , . 
feeing forced to remove, was in a great ftrait 
whither to go, the ways from thence to Oxford , 
being all cut off by the entnvy ; fo t&at he had 
ibme thoa^hts, being near the fea, of going - 
over into France, or Holland ; toboth vsjiich 
places he had been before invited.^ as bath 
been already mentioned : bur, whiift be was , 
in this perplexity, the lady- dowager Stradling 
font him a kind invitationJtp come to her caftle > 
of St. Donates as foon as he pleafed ; wliiclj 
he accepted as a great favour: bur^ by the 
time he was ready to go^ with his daughter, . 
tbc fady Tyrrel>^ the country thereabouts was • 
up in afms, in a tamultuous manner,- to the 
iromber often thoufand, as was fuppofed, who 
chofe themfclveff officers to form, them in a-, 
body, pretending for the kingi but yet would \ 
not be governed by Eaigjilh- commanders, or 
faiFer any Engliih garrifons in the country. 

This gave the lord-primate a frefli difturb- 
ance, the Welfli mtn lying upon thc' ways 
between that place and St. Donate-; : but there . 
were fome at that time in CaerdifFe, who - 
would needs undertake to convey^ the- lord- 
pnmate, and his company, through^ bye- ways, 
fo that he might avoid this tumultuous rab- 
ble ; which, though it might be well advifed 
by the then governor of Caerdiffe, and wa* 
faithfully enough executed by them that on/- 
dertoolc it, yet happened very ill for my lord . 
and thofe tftat were with him ; for going by 
fbflie private ways near the mcuntains>- they. 

I 6 fell : 



iS9 Bft^ITISH PLUTARCH! 
fejl into a ftraggling party that were fcoutiogb 
tbereaho.uts, wha foon led them to their main 
body, where it wafi aioie enough they were.- 
Englifh J fo, that they immediately fell to* 
plunderiog a^<t breaking open the lord-pri- 
maters cheiW of books and other things which> 
h^. theahad with him ; ranfacking all his ma^- 
n.u^ripts and papers, many of them of his own' 
haidt-Vvriting j and, not content with this, 
they^lMifd the lord fgi mate, .and his daughter 
apd.on||f-hdies from their horfes ; all which, 
the lord- primate bore with hi$ wonted: pa-. 
tience» and .. a feexxiing uoconcernednefs : butr 
n,ow, foxae.of their omcexs coming in, (which r 
were of the gentry of. the country) ieemed'« 
very., npui^h affiamisd of this barbarous treat- . 
ment, and, by. force* or fair means, caufed. 
their horfes^and other thing^^ which, werei ta- 
ken from them> to be reHored; but a&ibr the^ 
books and papers, they were got into too ma- 
ny hands to be then retrieved; nor were 
^^^%i gentlemen iaiisfied wi& this, bat fome -. 
of them very 'civilly conduced him through I 
the Tci^ of this tumultuous rabble, to Sir^ 
John. A apery's houfe, not far off, where he- 
was ciyiiJy recei^Uj^ ajfid lodged that night.. 
The n^^t day diiiefTof the neighbouring gen- 
try and clergy^ came to viilt.him, and to con> 
c^ple tlji? ir/eparable lofs ; prpmifing to- do 
their utmoft eivdeavours, that wh^t^ books or 
papers were not burnt or torn, fhould b? re- . 
itored ; and £o very civilly waited on hinj to . 
S.C. Doi^ates .: and to let yoo fee that theie^ 

gent)em.<?A/. 
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gentlemen ^and niinillers, did not only pro- ' 
mife fot but were al(b able to p<^rform it, "they 
ufed their power with the people, pub- 
HAiing in the churches all over thoie parts» 
that 'all that had any.fuch books,, or papers,. 
' ibould bring them to their miiiiflersy.or land- 
lords, which they accordingly- did ; fo thati 
in two or three months there were brought in . 
to him, by pafc^s^. all his books and papers, 
fo fully, that being put.aU together there were 
found not many wanting. 

Whiltlthe lord prim&te was at St. Donates^. 
he {peDt.his time chiefly in looking over^ the 
boolcs and manufcripts in^ the library in that- 
caiile,- and whith> had been coUeded by Sir 
Edward Stradling, a great antiquary, and *^ 
friend of Mr.Cambden's; and out of theie 
manuicripts the lord primate made many 
choice coUedions of the Biitiih, or Welch, 
antiquity. 

Within a. little more tHaa»mc»ith alter my 
lord primate's coming hither,, he was taken i 
with a iharp aod dangerous iUnefs, whlchr be- 
gan at £ril with a firanguary andfuppreffion ofi 
urine, with extremity ofi torture, which at 
laft^auied a violent bleeding at the no(e, for 
n^ar forty hours tegether ^ without any confi- : 
derable intermiffion ;;!)•• means applied could 
flop it, fo that the phy£cians, and all about 
him, defpairedof his life, till at tail (they ap- 
greheaiing he was expiring) ii|ftopped of it-, 
ielf ; he lay a good while in a trance $ 
luit.it. is worth tb$ remen^lieiing, .that whililf 

he. 
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he was in the midft of his pain> as alfb his^' 
bleeding, he was flill patient, praiiing God, ^ 

and reiigning up himfelf to his will, and giv- 
ing all thofe about him, or that come to vifit . 
him, excellent heavenly advice to a holy life, . 
and due preparation for death, e're its agonies | 

feized them^ frying; it is a dangerous thingr- 
to leave all undone, till our IsflV iicknefs ; I 
fear a death bed repentance will avail us lit-^ 
. tic, if we have lived vainly, and vicioufly, 
and negle£ted opr converfion, till we can fin 
no longer: and then, (aid h«, you will find 
the comfi»rt' of k at your death : and youir ^ 
change wiH be ha ppy . 

Aner the lord primate had folly recoirer- - 
ed his ftrength at St. Donates, and been 
moft kindly iTntertained, a%d teiiderly ufed du^ 
ring his great weaknefs, by the lady of that 
place, he began to consider where * next to* 
remov<e, bat the king's affairs growing every 
day more defperate, and Oxford like fpeedily f 
to be taken; there was * no rfeturnin^ thither ; 
nor yet had he mind totruft himfelf at Lon* 
don, tfee fadHon there being very much exaf- 
perated againH. him; therefore he began td - 
reaflUme his fornier thoughts of pafiing beyond 
the feas» and upon this endeavoured to get a . 
veiTel for his tranfportation (having before 
obtained a pafs from the earl of Warwick, then ■ 
admiral, for that purpofe) biit when he had 
a vefTel prepared for him, there came into the 
road, before Caerdifle, a fquadron of flups, 
«nder ^ commmd of one Molton, vice-ad- 
miral 



T 



T^n" 



JAMES a S H E R. 183 

miral for the parliament: whereupon the lord 
primate fent to him (being then aihore at 
Caerdiffe) to know if he would fuffer him to 
go by him ; and ihewed him the pafs above- 
mentioned, to which Molton returned a rude, 
and threatning ahfwer, abfolutely refufing it, 
and laying, if he could get him into his hands, 
he would fend him a prifoner to the parlia- 
ment ; by which you may fee how highly en- 
raged thofe of that fadion were agamd this 
•goodbiihop, for adhering to the king. Hfe 
being thus difappointed in his defign, attempt- 
ed it no farther. And not long after came to 
him a moil kind invitation from that noble 
lady, the countefs dowager of Peterborough, 
to come and make his abode with her, and 
fhe would engage thac he ihould not be mo- . 
leiled, but have all accommodations fuitable 
^to his condition, and the great affedion and 
efleem (he had for him, as a return for thofe 
benefits (he had formerly received from him, 
in convertSig her lord, and fecuring her(elf 
from popery ; as has been already related : 
(b, after lome coniideration, he thought fit to 
accept this kind ofl^er ; and after having ob- 
tained pafTes for his journey, he left St. Do« 
nates, after almoft a year's refidence" there« 
But it muft not be forgotten, that before he 
left Wales, the great expences.of his (icknefs, 
and removals in the year pad, had much re- 
duced him, as to his purfe, nor knew he 
where to get it fupplied ; when it pleafed 
God to put it into the'h^aru-of divers worthy 

perfons 
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perfons of that country, to con fider^ that the. 
Ibrd primate had not only fufFered much by.- 
the rudenefj of the rabble (as hath been al-- 
ready related) but alfo by a long and ^xpcn- 
five ficknefs : fo they fent him, unknown t<K 
each other, divers confiderable fums ; fo that, 
he had in a. few weeks enough to fupply all.: 
his prefent pccafion^,, and alio ta defray this . 
cfxpences of his joiurney into England^. This, 
the good biihop accounted a. Q>ecial prbvi* • 
dence, and was very thankful for. it. 

So the lord primate, arrived iafe at the. 
countefS of Peterborough's heufe is LondoDy 
m Jiine following, where he was moft kindly, 
received by her ; and from this time he com- 
monly reAded with her, at fom^ or other of. 
her houfes, till his death : where ik)w he met 
with a frelh difturbance: there was an order 
of parliament, that whofoever (bould comeT 
from any of the king's garrifons^.. to JPondon, . 
muft fignify their names to the. coc3lmittee at 
Goldfmiths-hall, and "there give notice of their, 
being in. town, and where they lodged. Ac- 
cordingly^ June the eighteenth, he fent to 
Goldfmiths'hallto acquaint them, that he was 
in town, and at the countefs of Peterborough's 
houfe, .but they refuftdto take notice of his 
being in town, without, his perfonal appear- • 
ance ; fo upon afifmmons fent from the com- 
mittee of examinations at Wcliminfter^ he ap^- 
peared before them (being advifed by his 
friends fo to do) they iiridly examined him,, 
where he had been everfmce his departure 

from » 
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ft'om London, and whether he had any leav^ 
fbr hlr going from- London to Oxford ; he 
aniwered^ he had a* pafs from a committee' 
of both houfes ; they demanded farther, whe-^ 
therSir Charles Coote or any other,, ever defi- 
red him to aie his power with the king, for a 
toleration of religion in Ireland ? He an- 
fwdred, that neither Sir Charles Coote, nor' 
any other, > ever moved any fuch thing to him». 
butthat'as foos as he heard of the Infh agent's; 
coming to Oxford, he went to the king, and 
bcfeeched his majeAy not' to do any thing 
with the Iri(h, in point of religion,, without 
his knowledge^: which his majefly promifed 
he would not y and when the point of tolera^ 
tiontcaine to bd debated at the council-board, 
the kiii^, with all the lords there, abfolutely 
denied it ; and he profeiled for his part, that. 
he was ever againi^ it, as a thing dangerous to 
theproteftant religion : having anfwered thefe 
queries, the r^iairman of the committee offered 
him the negative oath (which- had been made 
on purpofe for all thofe that "had adhered to- 
the king, or came from any of his earrifons) 
bat hedefiredtime to confider of that, and., 
fo he was diffiviifed, and appeared' no more; 
for Mr, Sekhn) and others oP his friends in 
the houfe, made ufe of their intereft to put a 
Hop to that trouble. Not long after this, he 
retired with the conntefs of Peterborough to^ 
her houfe at Rygatc in Surry, where he often, 
preached, either in her chapel, or in the pa- 
rilh church of that j^ace, and always whilft he 

continued. 
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Cpotinued there* ixcquently reforted to hnn:^ 
many of the beft of the gentry and clergy^ 
thereabouts, aft well to enjoy his eacceilent 
cpnverfatioDy as for his opiaioa and advice in 
matters of religion. 

About the beginning of this year, 1647* he^ 
was chofea by the honourable fociety of tift* 
coln^s-inn, to be their preacher, which, alter 
fome foUicitations, he accepted, and the trea- 
forer, and benchers of that hoofe {whereof 
his good friend Mr. Hales, fince lord chief* 
juAice^ was one) ordered him haadfome lodjr* 
iogs, ready furniihed ; as alfo <iivers rooms ror 
his library, which was about this time brought 
up from Chefter. 

Here he was moft kindly received, and 
treated with all ref^e^ and honour, eojifiantly^ 
^aching air the time foir afmoft eight years» 
till, at lail, hi^ eye-iight and teeth began to 
fail hira, fo that he could net be well heard in 
fo large a congregation, he was fbrced, about 
a year and a half before his death, to^qait that' 
place, to the great trouble of that honourable 
lociety. 

After the lord primate had gone and taken 
his lafl leave of his majeily, at Carifbrook 
caftle, in the lAe of Wight, he returned to . 
Southampton, inoidei to his going towards 
London ; where he was kindly received by 
the chief of the town, and withal entreated to 
preach there the next day, being Sunday ; 
but when he thought of complying with their 
deiire, the governor of the garrifon hearing of 
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]t> came to the lord-primate, and toid him> 
He had been informed, he intended to preach 
on the naorrow ; to which he anfwered, Yc^^ 
'twas true. He replied, that it might be, at 
that time, of ill confequence to the place, and 
therefore wifhcd him to forbear, for they could 
not permit it. 

Not long after his retUin to London, his mft* 
jeAy was brought up thither as a prifoner by^ 
the army, in order to that wicked piece of 
pageantry which they called hia tryal ; and 
dOw, too foon after, came that fatal thirtieth 
of January, (never to be mentioned, or thought 
on, by all good men, without grief and de- 
teilation) on which was perpetuated, the mcft 
execrable villdlny, 9nder the pretence of juf- 
tice, that ever was adted iince the world 43.e-v 
gan ; a king mardered by his own fiE<b;e£b». 
before his own palace, in the face of the fun : . 
for which the- lord -primate* was fo deeply fen- 
fible and aSi^ed, that he kept that day as a , 
private faft fo long as he lived. 

After the fad tragedy of his majefly's death, 
the government (if it may be fo called, was . 
managed by a corrupt oHgarclvy, until Olivejr 
Cromwell turned them out and fet himfelf. up 
for protedlor, by the help of hi? army and 
creatures, though with equal tyranpy and ar- 
bitrarinefs as the former. 

We cannot now omit to take notice, that 
Oliver Cromwell, to make the world believe 
that he did notperfecute men for religion, had 
for fome time before this (hewed favour to fome 
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of the orthodox clergy ; fo that it \% the Ic/s'' 
wotYder if he alfo lent for the lord-primate 
to come to him, who was at £ril unwilling to^ 
go ;' but confideribg that his refusal would but 
exa(|}erate him, he went accordingly, and waa^ 
recetved by Cromwell with great outward . 
kindnefs and- civility, and promifed the arch- 
bifhoptic of Armagh ifor twenty-one years^ 
.which my ford^primate thought it no harm to- 
accept. But Cromwell relenting of his pro- 
mife^ delayed palling the grant as long as the 
lord-primate lived ; and, by an imputation of. 
malignancy to the lord-pnoiate's (bd-in-law 
and daughter^ ht freed hmifelf from that pro« 
mife. 

Cromwell befng now highly enraged againfL 
the loyal party, began now to difcfaarge pare 
his rage U]pQi) the orthodox clergy^ foroid- 
ing them, under great penalties, to teach 
fcliools, or to perform any part of dieic mi- . 
riiifterial fun^Hon: whereupon fome of the 
moil conflderable epifcop^l clergy defired the 
lord-primate that he would ufe his intereft 
with Cromwell to allow them the freedom of 
ferving God in their private congregations, 
according to the Liturgy of the church of Eng- 
land': which, agreeable to their defire, he did f; 
and was at \^% promifed. that they ihould not 
be molefted if they meddled not wiih matters 
relating to his government-; but,, when the- 
lord- private, went to get this promife ratified,.. 
he (aid, that he had fince confidereditdn coun- 
cil, and found it not fafe for him to grant 

liberty 
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iiberty of confcience to tkoie fort of men who 
were refUefs and implacable enemies ta him 
and his government ; and (o taking a coarte- 
ODS leave of the lord primate, he left hint 
without doubt that it was in vain to urge his 
^fuit any farther. 

Not long after ihis, viz. about the middle 
'Of Febrbary following, he went from London 
to Rygate, taking his laft leave of his friends 
and relations, whonever had.the happinefs of 
feeing him again.: and, not long before his 
death, Dr. Parr preaching a fermon ^here^ 
'where this -good biihop was preient, after 
church he was pleafed to confer with him in 
private, .and ipake to this efied : 

** I thank you for your fermon, I am going 
out of this world, and I now defire, accord- 
ing to your text (Col. iii. 12.) to 4ek thm" 
things which are above, where Chrift fitteth 
t)n the right hand of God ; and to be with 
liim in heaven.*' • ^ 

So that all his diicourfe was of heavenly 
things, .as if his better pant had been there al- 
ready, freed ftom the body and all terrene 
afFedions ; and he feemed as if he werr feri* 
oufly confidering his fpiritual flate, and making 
ready for his departure, which he now fliortly 
expedted; for, on the twentieth of March, the 
day he fell iick, after he had been moft part of 
it, as long as he had light, at his ilildy, he 
went from thence to viiit a gentlewoman then 
fick in the .hoa£b, ^giving her jnoft excellent 
preparatives for death, together with other 

•* holy 
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holy advice, for almoft an hour, that niglit» 
^fter Tapper, he firft complained of his hip, 
judging it to be a touch of the fciatica, which 
ht had many years before. Next morning 
eatly he complaioed of a great pain in his Ade ; 
and, a pbyfician being fent for, he prefcribed 
what he thoaght convenient in thjat cafe ; bat 
it could not thereby be removed, but rather 
encreaied more and more upon him. 

Upon fome abatement of the tortur^,' he ad- 
vifed thofe d}out him to provide for death ia 
the time of heahh, that then they might have 

. nothing elfe to do but to die. Then taking 
his leave of ttie coun tefs of Peterborough, by 
whom he bad been fo long and kix^ly enter-^ 
tained, and giving her many thanks for all her 

^IwRhi^fs to him, with excellent /pirjtual cou*ti- 

*3ii, a^ ^ return for all her favours. 
• 'Then he defired to be left to his own private 
devotions ; after whicll, the laft words he was 
^heard to utter, about one o'clock in the after- 
noon, praying for forgivenefs of fins, were 
thefe : viz. O Lord forgive me, elpecidlly my 
lins of omifiion ! So prefently after this, in 
fore hopes of a glorious immortality, he fi^U 
iafleep^ to the great grief and afflidiion of the 
iaid countefs, who could never fufficiently la^ 
meht'^r own and the charch*6 g^reat lofs, by 
his tb^adden departure out of this li|e« 

"EitD OF THE' Sixth Volumi^t 






CONTENTS 

OF THE 

SIXTH VOLUME. 



Page 
LLiAM Laud, - - . | 



"Edmund Ludlow, - - - - gg 
Thomas Fairfax, - . • . g^ 

John Milton, *if(^ 

^ames Ufher, - ^ ..-•.. ^ . |^^ 






k^ » 




^^ y-^ — 



, ■•■■^^' 



.'-» 



'4 



-• 

vn 



\^ 






ill- 

i:; 
y i- 

>■.■: 

\Vl 
I::: 



t 

t 



(:■;■: 



B.. 

t:: 
»:: 



J:: 



C: 

«:: 

r; 
l:; 
«;.- 
r,: 
t:: 
v.. 

S" 

»;: 
S;: 



::: 



1 



I * 



5"'- 

s 

1 



I- 

' I. 

J; 



'V. 



SEP 1 5 r93(^ i^gi^ox Library - 







;• 1 



II: 



J 



